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REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENF. 



To the Senate and Hoime of Bepreaentativea of the Commonwealth of Penn- 
sylvania : 

GxNTLEMXN : — Upon assumiog control of the School Department on the 
first day of November last, I found the annual report, as prepared hy mj 
predecessor, Hon. C. R. Coburn, in such a state of forwardness, that I 
deemed it best to present it as a whole, and it will bo found in the proper 
place. I take the present opportunity, however, to re-capitulate some of 
the most important facts mentioned in that report, and to communicate some 
views of my own. It is hoped that the whole will serve to impart needed 
information in regard to the working of our system of common schools, and 
lead to the adoption of wise measures for its improvement 

STATISTICS. 

The most important facts contained in Mr. Cobarn's report are the fol- 
lowing: 

There were, in the sehool year of 1865, 1,863 school districts in the State, 
13,146 schools, 16,141 teachers, and 725,31:3 pupila, with an average at- 
tendance of 478,066. The total cost of the school system for the eniii^ 
State, including taxes levied and S^te appropriation, was for the year 
$4,195,258 57. 

The increase in the number of school districts was 2S: in the numberloi 
schools, 222 ; in the number of children attending school, 19,932 ; in thie 
average attendance at school, 18,945 ; and in the tJtal cost of the system 
$581,020 02. 

^'ot including Philadelphia, the increase in the percentage of attendance 
was .003 ; in the average length of term, one day; in the average cost of 
tuition per month, four cents ; in the number of male teachers, 493; in the 
number of female teachers, 62; in the salaries of male teachers, $2 5i; in 
the salaries of female teachers, $2 10 ; in the cost of tuition, $220,743 67 ; 
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in the cost of fuel and contingcnciea, $48,071 35 ; and in purchasing groundi^. 
huilding, renting and repairing houses, $'2*22,209 72. 

From these statistics, it may be seen that our school system, recovering 
from the disastrous consequences of the war, is again adv^ancing. By their 
magnificent contributions to sustain it, the people seem to have confidence 
in the system, and its stendy improvement may reasonably be expected in 
the future. The system is indeed assuming immense proportious. With 
nearly three quarters of a million of pupils in our schools, with an annual 
expenditure of over four millions of dollars for school purposes, and with 
little lees than thirty thousand school officers engaged in the work of teach- 
ing and supervision, great progress ought to be made, not only in promot- 
ing all kinds of material prosperity, but in advancing the higher intcrepits 
of civilization. liooking broadly over the field, is the system effecting all 
the good that ought to be expected of it ? With the knowledge it impart*^ 
and the intellect it energizes, does it give due culture to the moral nature y 
Is it lessening crime ? Is it promoting virtue ? Is it making our poop^o 
more happy? Earnest men, admitting the potN^er of the common school, 
are asking these questions, and wo ought to be a« lo to answer them — we 
ought to know whither this great intellectual ship is cirifling, freighted as 
it is. with it.s rich carg.) of humau souls. I cauu^t doubt thai ih*? iii)swer 
will he favorable to common schools ; and it is my intention in my next re- 
port, if possible, to present, in addition to the usual statistics, .^uch other 
statistics as I may be able to collect, tending to show the relation of educa- 
tion to labor, poverty, crime, intemperance, insanity, length of life, &c.— 
This effort will o])on up a great question of social science, and any aid from 
Jiny quarter wmU be gladly received 

From the annual statistical table, there may be gathered some very en- 
couraging facts, but for the sake of calling special attention to them, I will 
now mention cortain things as they appear in that table, which go to show- 
that the system, in its practical operation, still stands in much need of im- 
provement. The county superintendents report that the number of school 
houses in tho State unfft for une, is 1 SIS ; the number xodhmd out-hoviics, 
4,545 ; the number iviih in^snffi'nent (ft'oundA or grounds uhsuifahly improved^ 
6,210; tho number with injuriona furniture, l,91(i; the number wiih in- 
Mvfficient furrnture, 3,972; the number wholly without apparatus, 1,S17 ; 
the Dumber that have not adopted vniform textbookHf 2.012; the number 
of persons examined who had never taught school, 2,160; the number ex- 
amined who had taught leas than a year, 2,522; and about one-knlf of fhr 
whole number of teachern examined had never read a book en the snbject 
of teaching. These facts need no comment, but what a work they indicate 
for the earnest and intelligent school officer I 
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RECOMMENDATIOMS. 

Mr. Coburn recommends that the minimam time for which the schools are 
now required by law to be kt pt open bo increased ; that a larger 8tate 
appropriation be made ; that more caution be oV»servt'd in passing local and 
special laws relatin^r to schools ; that the law giving county aid to teachers' 
institutes, now in existence in eight counties, be made general ; and that an 
appropriation, to be distributed in a manner similar to that adopted last 
year, be made to the several State Normal schools, and in addition, an ap- 
propriation of $f»,000 be given to the State Normal school of the Third dis- 
trict, located at Kutztowo, Berks county. 

In all these recommendations I cordially concur. 

ADDIllONAL RECOMMENDATIONS. 

Omitting many matters of less importance, I desire in this place to name 
four things which are greatly needed at this time to enable our schojl system 
to produce its best result?. They are — 

1. Thr. b'-tUr grading of tic'iuuU. — A school in a thinly settled rural 
di^tricl c.uiuot be graded. In su h a school it is necessary to teach large 
pupils jiHil small pupils; ilit)^e who are learning ariihmclic, graiuuiai, and 
history, au:l ihuse who are just beginning to learn to read ; but it is always 
done at groat disadvantage. It h:is been well said, "That an ungraded 
scho«)l is an iinperlVet school/' Wherever a suQicient number of pupils 
can be brought together, it is very much better and cheaper to grade the 
schools — belter, because it provides a way in which the higher branches 
can bo taught, and it renders classification more easy and teaching more 
eflective ; and cheaper, because with the same number of pupils it does not 
require the same teaching force. For example, in a certain village ihtre 
are two hundred children to attend a school. The schools are ungraded, 
and it is necessary to have four of them, with four teachers. Kach toachor 
has a few pupils in the higher parts of the studies pursued in common 
schools, and a considerable number of poorer scholars below ihem. The 
directors of the district now conclude to sell the old school houses, and 
build a new house large enough to accommodate all the children of the vil- 
lage. They will then need one grammar school for the more advanced pu- 
pils, and two primary scho jIs. They can thus dispen.se with one teacher, and- 
the other three will have fewer classes to teach, and can consequently make 
better preparation for their work than before. In such a school the higher 
branches can be readily taught, and permanent employment could be given, 
at least, to the Principal of the school. 

Every locality in the State, where seventy-five pupils can be conveniently 
brought together, ought to have its graded school. In no other way can 
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the Bystem provide for its own expansion or supply itself with a fall corps 
of professional teachers. Towns and thickly settled neighborhoods have 
now generally a snflScient number of school houses. To build more would 
be a calamity. We must carry on the work of grading rapidly. It is our 
next step in advance. It is believed that in several of our larger cities the 
schools are imperfectly graded, and it is known that hundreds of towns and 
Tillages are suffering for the want of it. Let the work begin here, and, 
thence, spread out into the rural districts. We have but 1,921 graded schools 
in the State ; there ought to be three times that number. 

To help on this work of grading the schools, some instructions to school 
officers, giving the best plans of grading, will be issued from this Depart- 
ment as soon as they can be prepared. 

2. The more complete supervision of the schools. — The work of school 
supervision in Pennsylvania is now done by four agencies. 

First, by this Department. The officers employed in the School Depart- 
ment are a Superintendent, a Deputy Superintendent, three clerks, vrni a 
messenger. 

SeeoDd, by the county suporiiitrndents. County Rupcrihton-cuts wore 
first elected in this State in 1854, and it is not claiming too much for the 
office to say that it has vitalized the whole system. To it, more than to 
any other agency, or to all other agencies combined, we owe our educational 
progress during the last twelve years. 

Third, by the school directors. There are six school directors in every 
school district in the State, a little less than one director for each school. 
These officers have charge of the local interests of the schools, and two of 
them are elected annually, in every district. 

Fourth, by the district superintendents. It has been decided that under 
oar present school laws a board of school directors may appoint one of their 
number to act as district superintendent, and pay him a salary. Accurate 
reports of the number thus appointed have not been made to this Depart- 
ment, but, unfortunately, it must be very small. 

Valuable as all of these agencies are, they do not, and cannot perform the 
necessary work of supervising the schools. The commander of an army 
finds it necessary to inspect, almost daily, every man and every musket. — 
Our great railroad companies have general superintendents and special su- 
perintendents, and, in addition, employ men to watch every mile and guard 
every bridge. Not until we have school supervision as close and complete, 
will our system produce its best fruits. 

There ought to be at least one additional!^ officer connected with the 
S.'hool Department. As much work outside of the rooms of the School 
Department as the officers now employed can perform will be cheerfully 
done, but unless the force in the Department be increased, a great many 
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things that need doing must be left andone. If an additional officer be al- 
lowed, he might be called Field Deputy Superintendent, to distinguish hifi 
position from that of the Office Deputy Superintendent, a title which might 
appropriately be given to the present Deputy Superintendent. The duties 
of this officer should be to visit the several counties and supervise the work 
of the county superintendents, harmonizing and infusing spirit into it ; to 
attend teachers' institutes, and deliver addresses to the people on the sub- 
ject of education ; and, as far as possible, to inspect the Normal schools and 
other ini^titutions in which the State has an interest, and examine into the 
working of the system in the principal cities and towns of the State, making 
suggestions everywhere in regard to its improvement. 

After much reflection, I do not see that any material change, likely to be 
profitable, can be made ii\ the present law relating to the mode of electing 
county superintendents, or in the duties now enjoined upon them Cer- 
tain I am that these officers ought not to be appointed by any central State 
authority. That policy was long since discarded in the main with respect 
to other county officers, and would not be tolerated by the people with re- 
spect to C'jiiL'ty superintendents. The evil that results from the people's 
choosing their own school officers is the same that arises from the people's 
doing anything for themselves. The pe(<ple must be trusted to elect their 
own rulers, or republicanism will prove a failure. Besides, the people 
can do it better than a Governor or a State Superintendent ; and, if they 
make mistakes, they will learn to avoid them by experience. 

The principal duties of the county superintendents are to examine teach- 
ica, to visit schools, and to hold teachers' institutes and educational meet- 
ings. If a county superintendent performs his other duties, in a vast ma- 
jority of the counties of the State he can make but one short visit to each 
school under his jurisdiction in a year. Even such visits can be made ex- 
ceedingly profitable, and they ought to be continued, but the schools need 
a supervision more frequoAb and more detailed. 

The local supervision of the schools, so far as it cannot be performed by 
the county superintendents, is devolved by law upon the school directors, 
who are required to visit the schools of their respective districts, by one or 
more of their number, at least once a month. But it is simply to give ex- 
pression to a well known fact, to say, that in but comparatively few instances 
is this duty fully and intelligently discharged. The directors receive no 
tompensation for their services, they must hold frequent meetings for ths 
tTdUsaction of business, and they do not often feel that they can spare much 
time for the visitation of schools. Besides, having never made teaching a 
study, it is nothing to their discredit that in many cases they have not ths 
professional knowledge to enable them to notice and correct what may be 
wrong in the management of the schools under their care. 
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The district saperintendencj was designed to enable the directors to per- 
form, byja paid agent, duties which they could not conveniently perform 
themselves. This provision would seem to be a wise one, one that would 
commend itself to the good common sense of business men, but it either 
has not been perfectly understood or properly appreciated. Perhaps, the 
reason of its failure consists in the fact that a district superintendent must 
be a regular member of the board of directors, and can not often be a pro- 
fessional teacher. 

To remedy the defective local supervision of our schools, the time has 
perhaps come for an amendment to the school law, providing for the election 
of au officer to be called a local superintendent. If so, each county should 
be divided into local superintendent districts, each containing about twenty 
or twenty-five schools, and the school directors of each of these districts 
should be authorized by law to elect, once a year, a local superintendent^ 
who should always be a well qoalified teacher, and not a membiT of the 
board. The duties of this ulTicer should be, as agent for the directors, to 
inspect all the schr ol property and visit all the schools of the district unce 
a month, to ;rive such instruction a.s mi^ht be aeeded iu the art uf teaching 
to the toacher of each ecLool, and to conduct the district ii)i«iItuleH ; ho 
also ijjigbL act as cltik for the i^oaid or boaru.s uf dlrictorc li ii.o ilj^iiict, 
and should make monthly reports to ihem and to the proper county super- 
intendent. 'Ibis change conleuiplatea making the duties of boards of di- 
rectors mainly le^iblative in their character, and constituting the local su- 
perintendent their executive officer. If carried out, it would relieve the 
county superintendents of some of their more detailed labors, and the 
school directors from the duty of frequent school visitations. 

The necesbity of supervision is most felt in our cities and towns. Every 
city or town, with over five tbousand inhabitants, ought to have a superin- 
tends nt of schools. A superintendent in a city or town, of under ten thou- 
sand inhabitants, might spend a portion of his time in teaching, but iu a city 
or town, of over ten thousand inhabitants, he should devote his time entirely 
to the work of supervision. Of our largo cities and towns, Pottsville, 
Scranlou, Jilaston, and Reading are the oniy ones known to have city su- 
perintendents. Surely, the time caunoti be far distant when such superin- 
tendents will be appointed in Lancaster, Ilarrisburg, Erie, Allentown, 
Wiliiamsport, York and Norristown, if not in places of less popalation. — 
Pittsburg, including Allegheny and Birmingham, should have two superin- 
tendents, and Philadelphia would find it good economy, as well as wise policy, 
to employ at least ^ve such officers. 

3. More ample provision for improving the qualifications of teachers. — 
Doubtless, under the influence of Normal schools and other similar agen- 
cies, the qualifications of teachers have greatly improved during the past few 
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years ; but they are still much below the proper staDdard, and notwith- 
standing all that has been done, good teachers remain the great w.'int of the 
system. Let facts tell the story. Of the whole number of persons exam- 
ined as teachers in the year 1S65, 12,171 received proviaional certificates, 
and 383 professional certificates, and 1,351 were rejected. The large num- 
ber of provisional certificates given indicates either a general want of schoN 
arsfaip, or of experience, or of both. It indicates no doubt a want of both, 
for the average grade of such certificates in the State was 2^ in a scale of b^ 
and this average was probably rather too high than too low, and there were 
as previously stated, 4,682 teachers who had either never taught at all, or 
had taught less than one year, 5,641 who had never read a book relating 
to their profession, and 10,336 who had never attended any kind of a Nor- 
mal school, either State or private. The average age of all the teachers ex- 
amined was twenty-three and a third years. 

'What can be done to remedy this state of affairs ? The inducement of 
longer terms and better salaries must be held out to teachers. Scarcely 
more than oue-half, certainly not more than two-thirds of those who teach 
oar schools one year, remain to teach them the next. Well qualified teach- 
ers are constantly leaving the profession and inexperienced ones are con- 
stantly taking their places, and in this state of things no rapid rise in the 
general standard of qualifications is possible. The only remedy for this 
evil is longer terms and better salaries. In salaries there was a gratify- 
ing increase in 186.% but the length of term remains almost stationary. 

As agencies in the work, our State Normal schools must be encouraged 
to devote their whole attention to educating teachers, and teachers must be 
encouraged to attend them. It must be made their interest to exclude all 
academical students. Similar schools must be established in parts of the 
State now without them. From facts now in possession of this Depart- 
ment, it is believed that full four ihouBand teachers in the State would 
now attend State Normal schools every year for a longer or shorter time, 
if these schools were conveniently located and efficiently manned. This 
work must be pushed forward, and as a beginning, it is recommended that 
county superintendents establish Normal institutes or temporary Normal 
schools in their respective counties, not supplied with State Normal schools, 
to continue in session six, eight, or ten weeks, or longer. It is best for 
county superintendents to manage such institutes in their official capacity, 
but for performing such a duty, they ought not, except in pecnliar circom- 
stances, to receive any compensation in dddition to their regular salaiiea. 

The ordinary county institutes must be continued, and where possible, 
made more efficient Some counties are noticed which do not hold them, 
and others keep them in session so short a time as to accomplish little good. 

The district institate where abandoned on^t to be revived. There can 
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be DO valid objection to holding them as formerly required by law, except 
that of inconvenience in attending them, ^specially on the part of lady 
teachers in the country ; but surely a little professional zeal would over- 
come this objection. If local superintendents be appointed as suggested 
on another page of this report, they would make the district institute at 
once efficient. 

Teachers must study more educational books and read more educational 
journals. Such professional ignorance as the examinations of the county 
superintendents reveal is really shameful. Well qualified teachers ought 
to protest against the employment of such novices, and school officers ought 
to insist upon more preparation for the important work of the school room. 
Though something equivalent to the provisional certificates now granted 
to teachers must be continued for some time to come, county superintend- 
ents should press the standard upwards. It is better even that so me schools 
be closed than that incompetant teachers should be employed. A gradual 
rise in the qualifications^required of teachers will work incalculable good 
both to teachers and to schools. 

4. Greater efforts to awaken popular interest in education. — All safe 
measures for the improvement of our common schools must have a basis in 
a favorable public sentiment. These schools emanate from the people, and 
their condition must be an expression of the people's will. A people thor- 
oughly aroused to the importance of education would soon put an end to 
all reasonable complaints respecting poor school grounds and school houses, 
incQuvenient school furniture, and unqualified teachers. The salaries of 
skilful teachers would then be liberal, the school term sufficiently long, 
the schools properly graded, and school supervision all that could be de- 
sired. Progress in the Improvement of schools is slow, because a stream 
cannot rise higher than its fountain, because it requires time and patience 
to leaven with intelligence the heavy lump of ignorant humanity. 

With brave hearts* let this work be engaged in. The Press may be made 
a powerful auxiliary in spreading facts relating to education before the 
people. Not an editor in the State will refuse to publish brief, pithy ac- 
counts of educational meetings, of superintendents' visit, or of school ex- 
aminations. Some of them are willing to devote a column, weekly, to 
matters relating to education. School officers and persons interested in edu- 
cation must write more, and let the word education be rung in the ears of 
the people until they know what it means. 

The Fulpit ought to be enlisted in the g^od work. Surely, the fact is 
patent enough that the education of the masses of the American people 
musty at least for long years to come, be educated by the agency of com- 
mon schools. Private schools of all kinds dwindle away before them when 
well conducted. Whether we have hit upon the best possible system or 
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otherwise, it is a system that seems to meet the wants of the people, and 
it 18 plainly destined to prevail over all others. Accepting this fact, han- 
dreds of clergyman are looking aboat to see if there is no way in which 
they can help on the work of educating the people. If they wait for an 
invitation, let them wait no longer. Others have foand their opportunity 
and are using it greatly to the advantage of both school and church. If the 
pulpit speak out in favor of the common school movement, we can soon 
make moral and religious instruction occupy a more prominent place in our 
teaching, and the whole system will gain an additional tie to bind it to the 
hearts of the people. 

Public educational meetings should be held all over the State. The pa- 
trons of schools should be asked to visit them. Superintendents should 
invite citizens to attend their examinations, and go with them in their visi- 
tations. Teachers should become missionaries for the good of the cause. 

Much ought to be accomplished in awakening public attention to the work 
we have in hand, with the force at our command, if all prove good soldiers. 
We have have sixty-five county superintendents, over eleven thousand di- 
rectors, and sixteen thousand teachers, and this army fighting in a cause 
like that which aims to eSeci an end so beneficent as that of the education of 
a whole people, cheered onward by all good men, and smiled upon by Hea- 
ven, ought to be invincible. Once convince the people that it is their in- 
terest, their honor, and their glory to have good schools, and the victory is 
won. 

A CLASSIFICATION OF THE XDUOATIONAL INSTITUTIONS OF THE STATE. 

All the educational institutions of Pennsylvania may be divided into three 
great clssses : first, those which are not under State control, or dependent 
upon State aid ; second, those which are partially under State control, or 
partially dependent upon State aid ; and, third, those which are wholly 
under State control, or wholly dependent upon State aid. 

The first class has three divisions, colleges, academies and seminaries 
and private common schools. 

The second class includes Normal schools, as organized in this State, 
and charitable institutions of various kinds, such as schools for the idiotic, 
asylums for the blind, deaf and dumb, and insane, houses of refuge or re- 
formatories, and, perhaps, the lately established schools for the education 
and maintenance of the orphan children of soldiers aad sailors. Possibly, 
also, the State penitentiaries should be included in this class, since the phi- 
lanthrophy of the age is making them as much schools of reform as places 
•f punishment. 

The third class embraces free common Bchools of all grades. 
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THB UDUCATIOSAL INSTITUT ONS WHICH ARK NOT UNLER STATE CONTROL OK 
DEPES1>ENT UPON STATK All). 

Gollegea. — The Legislature of Feonsylvania has grantod charters giving 
the right to confer dtgrecs to over thirty literrtry institutions. Some of 
these, there is reason to think, never organized under their charters, a num- 
ber of them having gone into operation eventually failed, and several now 
in operation, although colleges by legislative enactment, are scarcely more 
than good academies. This loose manner of granting college charters 
ought not to continue. It degrades the name, and is most unjust to those 
institutions which are truly colleges. Indeed, the Legislature ought to do 
something to right the wrong that has already been done. 

Thirteen institutions have at times made reports to this Department un- 
der the head of colleges. Whether all of these are properly so called, facts 
are wantirg here to determine, and it is likely that some deserving institu- 
tions have failed to report No reports have ever been received from the 
Girard college for orphans, located in Philadelphia, which, however, strictly 
speaking, Is not a college, from the Polytechnic college, a very deserving 
professional school, located in the same city, nor from the Agricultural col- 
lege, located in Centre county, an institution which has received large gra- 
tuities from the State, and is now understood to be in a very flourishing 
condition. Conclusions, therefore, based upon the statistics in possession 
of the Department, can only approximate the truth. It cannot be very 
far wrong, however, to say that the whole number of students, graduated 
at the colleges of Pennsylvania, is 7,000 ; that the number of students, in 
attendence at the colleges of the State, is 2,000 ; that of these, 1,000 are in 
preparatory departments, or are pursuing an irregular or partial course of 
study ; that the number of volumes in all the college libraries is 110,000 ; 
that the value of the apparatus in colleges is $60,000 00 ; that the annual 
income of all the colleges, from tuition, is $55,000 00 ; and from invested 
funds $50,000 00 ; and that their endowment has been increased within the 
last two years $500,000 00. This last item does not include the magnifi- 
cent donation of over $500,000 00, made by the Hon. Asa Packer, to found 
a new institution, to be called the Lehigh University, nor the contribution 
of some $150,000 00, made by members of the Society of Friends, to erect 
buildings for a college, to be called Swarthmore. 

These statistics are as a whole presented with little satisfaction. Thai , 
a State like ours, with uncounted wealth and a population of three and ; a 
half millions of people, should have done, or be doing, nothing more to pro .- 
mote the iQterests of collegiate edneatioii among us, is to me a source n a 
humiliation, especially when coupled with the fact that small sister Coi} .«. 
monwealths have far outatripped us in this regard. The State has a de^ ^p 



SUPERIXTENDEXT OP COMMON SCHOOLS. xvii 

interest ia her colleges. To them sbe must look for liberal scholarship and 
generous culture. We may justly boast of our common schools, but they 
cannot, in our present social condition, complete the work of education. — 
Broad-minded scholars are wanted in every avocation in life The State 
needs their services ; they grace the professions ; they give tone and char- 
iicter to society ; they diffuse light around them. The true wealth of the 
human mind i.-* not found on its surface, but in its lowest depths, and the 
band of education ought tp reach down there and develop it. . 

Holding these views, 1 am glad to know that some of our leading col- 
leges have lately succeeded in considerably increasing their endowments 
and facilities for instruction, and that others are making an eflfjrt to do so. 
May they all meet with abundant success. May many large-hearted men 
like Packer be found among our own citizens, and 'may some kind Provi- 
dence send to us a Peabody to bless our colleges with rich donations. 

Academies and Stminaries. — Under the head of academies and semiua 
ries, is designed to be embraced all that class of institutions of lower grade 
than the colleges, managed by private individuals, or by corporations, which 
impart instruction of a higher onder than that given at public common 
schools. Most of them are boarding schools, but they generally admit day 
scholars. Some of them admit none but pupils somewhat advanced in theip 
studies, while others admit mere beginners. 

The statistics in the possession of the Department, relating to this class 
of institutions, are very incomplete, as from many of them no reports were 
received; but the thirty-five institutions making reports, bad, during the 
past year, 5,267 students, of whom 2,873 were day scholars, and these were 
instructed by 20h teachers. There were in their libraries 20,0i.4 volumes, 
and the value of their apparatus was $5,410 00. The whole value of the 
property belonging to them was $520,035 00. It appears that Si4 of their 
pupils were preparing to become teachers, but this class of pupils will most 
likely soon be transferred to their proper Norinal schools, where they be- 
long. 

So far as academies and seminaries fill a place which cannot be filled by 
the common schools, and all the best of them do fill such a place, they are 
doing a good w^ork, and ought to be encouraged. The time will probably 
never come when common schools can be so well graded in rural districts, 
as to furnish instruction in the fatgher branches of learning, necessary to 
fit young men to enter college, to engage in complicated kinds of business, 
or to take a leading part in the alfdirs of society. Young ladies can now 
obtain a higher education in no other class of institations. On the whole, 
I look for this class of institutions to improve in qaality, if not increase m 
numbers, as our common school system grows better, and tlieir faacticn 
will hardly be less important in the fatnre than in the past. 

B 
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Private Common Schools, — There is a class of schools in the State of 
lower grade thaa academies and seminaries proper, and I call them private 
common schools. Their pupils are mostly day scholars, and they give in- 
struction almost exclusively in the elementary branches Some of them are 
connected with churches, and others are supported by people who like to 
be exclusive. The county superintendents report their number for the past 
year at 862, with 30,123 pupils, and 1,045 teachers It is probable, how- 
ever, that some of the schools reported as private, are also reported as 
academies or seminaries. Little can be said in favor of this class of schools. 
They have no legitimate place in our school system, and often stand in the 
way of its success ; but people have a right to establish them, and no pru- 
dent person will attempt to interfere with it. 

EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS WHICn ARE PARTIALLY UNDER STATE CONTROL 
AND PARTIALLY DEPENDENT UPON STATE AID. 

Normal Schools. — The Normal school law of 1857, divided the State into 
twelve Normal districts, and contemplates the establishment of a Normal 
school in each district. Four schools have been recognized as State Nor- 
mal schools, under this law, by the proper authorities, one at Millersville, 
Lancaster county, in the Second district, in 1859 ; one at Edinboro', Erie 
county, in the Twelfth district, in 1861 ; one at Mansfield, Tioga county, ia 
the I'ifth district, in 1862 ; and one at Kutztown, Berks county, in the Third 
district, within the present year. Other districts, it is understood, are pre- 
paring to put schools in operation at an early day. 

There are those who think that twelve State Normal schools are too many. 
Whether this opinion is correct or not, depends entirely upon the object the 
Legislature had in view in enacting the Normal school law. If that object 
was to prepare for their work, as fully as possible, successive classes of 
temporary teachers, like those who now teach the most of our schools, 
twelve schools are rather too few than too many. A sufiScient number of 
persons who are not sure they will make teaching a permanent businesp, 
but who intend to tea^h for a longer or shorter time, would now resort to 
State Normal schools, if properly located and well managed, to fill twelvo 
of them to overflowing. But if the object was to furnish thorough profes- 
sional instruction to the few who choose teaching as a business for life, 
and who desire to fit themselves for positions as teachers in high schools, 
academies, and colleges, or as principals and superintendents of schools, 
one school, instead of twelve, is all that is needed. Both of these objects 
are worthy the encouragement of the State; and, perhaps, the time may 
ceme when Oir Normal schools will be so organized as to effect, more com- 
pletely than at present, the first, and when the second will be accomplished 
by the establishmeut of a Normal college. 
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According to the reports received at this Department, the whole num- 
ber of students who attended the Normal schools at Millersvilie, Edinboro', 
and Mansfield, up to September, 1865, was f>,057, and the whole number of 
graduates was 1 18. The number of students who attended these institu- 
tions during the school year of 1865, was 2,010, of whom 467 were in the 
several model schools, and the number who graduated at the recent com- 
mencements was 43 Of the 1,543 students in the Normal schools, 523 
designed to become teachers at Edinboro' and Mansfield, and Millersville 
did not report, but would probably add 400 to the number, making in all 
923. 

Of the 118 graduates of these schools, 111 taught after graduating, 20 
who taught at first, have left the profession, and 3 are deceased. This is 
quite a satisfactory answer to the question as to whether Normal school 
graduates continue as teachers. But as before hinted, the great good that 
these schools have done, and are doing, does not so much arise from the 
small number of students they graduate as teachers, and these in many 
places seem like cities set upon hills, as from the hundreds of undergradu- 
ates who attend them every year, and whose ability to teach is much in- 
creased by the studies they pursue, the knowledge of teaching they get, 
and the life they lead at those schools. On the whole, it may be safely 
said, that State Normal schools fill a place in our general school system 
recognized as essential to its success by all those who have reflected upon 
the subject. 

The policy the State has pursued towards these institutions, is to grant 
to each, at intervals, $15,000 00, to be used in purchasing ground and 
erecting and furnishing buildings, and after the schools had gone fairly into 
operation, to allow, under certain conditions, to each pupil designing to 
become a teacher, fifty cents per week, and to all graduates pledging them- 
selves to teach two full years in the common schools of the State, fifty dol- 
lars. Under this arrangement, pupils entering one of the State Normal 
schools, and being prepared to take up the studies of the Normal course 
proper, receive ninety-two dollars from the State, a sum more than equiva- 
lent to the average cost of tuition in these schools when paid by the pupils 
themselves. Disabled soldiers or sailors, or orpban children, whose fathers 
lost their lives in the service of the country, receive twice as much per 
week as ordinary students. This policy seems eminently wise, as it first 
helps the people build Normal schools, and then helps teachers in attend- 
ing them. 

There are, however, certain serious, defects in the Norman school law of 
the State, and certain grave mistakes being mwde in operating the schools 
under it, to which in due time the attention of the Legislature will be 
called. They are now sufficiently obvious to the discerning eye, and further 
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experience will render them plain to everybody. In the meantime, in order 
to act with the concurrence of those most interested, a meeting will be 
called to deliberate upon the subject, to be composed of the principals of all 
the schools, and one or two representatives elected by each of the several 
boards of trustees. 

Chart abl-i Imtitu'tona. — The Pennsylvania Training School for Feeble 
Minded Children is located at Media, Delaware county. The State appro- 
priation to this institution, last year, would probably amount to $25,000 00, 
and it had on December 31, 1865, 152 children on its roll. 

The Pennsylvania Institution for the instruction of the Blind is located 
in Philadelphia. The State appropriation to this institution, last year, was 
$45,250 00, and the number of pupils on its roll December 1, 1865, was 
186. 

The Pennsylvania Institution for the Deaf and Dumb is located in Phila- 
delphia. The State appropriation to this institution, last year, was $39,119 
70, and the number of pupils on its roll January 1, 1866, was 175. 

The Western Pennsylvania Hospital for the Insane is located at Pitts- 
burg. The State appropriated to this institution, last year, $82,600 00, and 
k kad on the 1st of January, 1866, 204 patients. 

The State Lunatic Asylum of Pennsylvania is located at Harrisburg. — 
The State appropriated to this institution, last year, $16,000 00, and it had 
on the Ist of January, 1866, 281 patients. 

The House of Refuge, at Philadelphia, received, last year, $30,000 00 
from the State, and had on the 1st of January, 1866, 519 inmates. 

The House of Refuge, at Pittsburg, received last year, from the State, 
$73,000 00, and had on the 26th of December, 1865, 234 inmates. 

The Northern Home for Friendless Children, at Philadelphia, received 
from the State, last year, $5,000 00, and had May 1, 1866, 323 inmates, of 
whom 175 were soldiers' and sailors' orphans. 

The schools for the orphan children of soldiers and sailors, received from 
the State, last year, $300,000 00, and there were on the Ist of September, 
1866, 2,^05 children, In 31 institutions. 

The whole amount appropriated by the Stajbe to charitable institutions, 
last year, was $615,969 70. Including that appropriated to the two State 
penitentiaries, it was about $661,969 70. 

As far as I can judge from their reports, and from what I know from 
other sources, all these institetiomi are doing a good work, and doing it 
well. In contemplating that work, questions concerning the relations of 
education to the classes taught or eonined in them, press themselves for- 
ward for discussion, but the ilvestigation must be postponed or left entirely 
to others. 
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EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS WHOLLY UNDER STATE CONTROL OR WHOLLT DE- 
PENDENT UPON STATE AID. 

This claes of institutions is intended to include all schools embraced by 
our common school system. This system is not at all a system of State 
schools, in a European sense ; it is rather a system of schools, managed by 
the people, under regulations provided by the State. The term State is, 
therefore, used in a sense peculiarly American. 

Pennsylvania adopted the common school system in ISS^. Bitterly op- 
posed at first, and for years, it is now generally popular. Compared w^ith 
what it ought to be, it seems very defective, but estimated by the results 
it has already accomplished, and those it seems to promise for the future, 
and all good citizens must acknowledge its value. It is only by the instru- 
mentality of such a system, that a whole people, in the condition of ours, 
can be educated. If there arc reasonable objections to it, let them be re- 
moved ; and let all unitQ in endeavoring to obtain from it, the full measure 
of good which it is capable of accomplishing. 

A PLAN FOR BRINGINO ABOUT A CLOSER UNION AMONG ALL THE EDUCATIONAL 

INSTITUTIONS OF THE STATE 

Up to the present time there has been little harmony of action among the 
educational institutions of the State. All of them have aimed at the same 
end, but each class, and in many ca.ses, each institution has sought it inde- 
pendently of the rest. The battle against ignorance has been fought by de- 
tachments under separate commanders, and, sometimes, with divided coun- 
sels. The conflict would be rendered less desperate, and the final vic^ry 
more secure, if all could be induced to fight as one man and under one flag. 

The following plan, for a closer union among all our educational institutions, 
is not the result of hasty investigation, but it is proposed only after a some- 
what careful study of school systems in other States and countries. It is 
not intended to present a bill embodying the features of the present plan 
to the Legislature this winter. No great harm can result from a year's 
delay, and this will give tinie for reflection, on the part of all those whose 
interests are involved in it, and if any modification in its details seems de- 
sirable, after thorough discussion, they can be readily made. Progress 
should be made in education, as in otherthings, but it must be safe progress. 

The Flau as to Colleges. — Our colleges cannot be disturbed, and ought 
not to be, in their vested rights or chartered privileges. Unless it be made 
voluntarily, no change should be demanded in their present relations to the 
various religious denominations, that for the most part founded and have 
supported them, and none is required by the plau now proposed. Their 
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government ought to remain in the same hands as now. Bat the plan as 
to colleges, contemplates the passage of a general law regulating these in- 
stitutions in certain particulars, but leaving their authorities entirely free 
to accept its provisions or not, at their option. 

The leading provisions of such a law ought, in my opiciou, to be — 

First. A provision fixing the requirements of every institution claiming 
to be a college, and asking the benefits conferred by the law. This legis- 
lation would give their just rank to the colleges that deserve the name, and 
exclude from it those institutions that bear the name unworthily. 

Second. A provision requiring all colleges, accepting the act, to make an- 
nual reports to some properly constituted State authority, and to be open to 
the visitation of competent officers appointed by that authority. 

Third. A provision providing for a certain number of free scholarships 
for pupils coming up properly prepared and properly recommended from 
the common schools, through the academies, seminaries, and high schools of 
the State. 

Fourth. A provision giving a liberal annual appropriation from the Trea- 
sury of the State, to all the colleges accepting the act. 

The Plan as to Academies and Seminaries. — As with respect to colleges, 
academies and seminaries must retain the rights and privileges granted 
them in their charters, their denominational preferences, and their power to 
govern themseves by regulations of their own making ; but, as with respect 
to colleges, also, the plan proposes the passage of a general act of assem- 
bly, fixing the requirements of every academy and seminary claiming the 
benefits of the act ; requiring all such academies and seminaries to make 
annual reports to the proper State authorities, and be open to the visitation 
of* these authorities ; providing for free scholarships for a certain number 
of pupils, properly prepared and recommended, coming from the common 
schools and applying for admission ; and granting to all academies and semi- 
naries, as such, complying with the law, a small annual appropriation from 
the State Treasury. 

It ought not to be expected that a very large number of free scholarships 
could be granted, either by academies and seminaries, or by colleges, un- 
less the State appropriations should prove larger than are likely to be made ; 
but the few pupils that could thus be admitted, would be persons from whom 
society might reasonably expect much benefit, and to whom such help would 
be a valuable aid. It would furnish an opening by which talent, born in ob- 
scurity or in poverty, could reach the light. A State cannot afiford to lose 
the wealth of a single great soul, whether God choose to send it into the 
world in a cottage or in a castle. The way ought to be made as easy as 
possible for a child of the poorest parentage to obtain knowledge of a high 
order, if his soul craves it. 
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The best way of presenting candidates for free scbolarsbips, that sug- 
gests itself to me, is as follows : Let teachers recommend individual pupils 
to boards of directors ; let boards of directors forward tbe names of tbose 
they deem worthy to the proper county superintendent ; let tbe county su- 
perintendent, on a day appointed, examine all candidates for adniission into 
tbe academies and seminaries recognized by the State, from bis county, keep 
a list of tbose who successfully pass the examination, and when vacancies 
occur in the institutions they prefer to enter, notify them ; and then let tbose 
notified present themselves to tbe. authorities of tbe institutions designated, 
and, if found prepared, enter upon the prescribed course of study, and receive 
at once the advantage of the free scholarships provided for. For admission 
into the colleges recognized by the State, individual pupils, recommended 
by the principal or faculty of the academy, seminary, or high school which 
they have been attending, might make application to the proper county 
superintendent, who could examine them, at a time appointed, and, if found 
qualified and worthy, present their names to the authorities of the college 
they might prefer,, where they could be admitted and exempted from all 
tuition able to comply with the required conditions. This feature 

of the plan, alone, would effect a closer union among all classes of educa- 
tional institutions, by creating among them a common interest and engaging 
them in a common work. 

The Plan as to Private Common Schools. — There will always be schools 
of a wholly private character, but if tbe plan proposed be adopted, their 
number will gradually diminish ; and unless this Department is ill advised 
concerning their effects, their entire disappearance should not be regarded 
as a calamity. 

The Plan as to Normal Schools. — The Normal school law already in ex- 
istence harmonizes in almost every particular with the plan now proposed, 
and need not be materially changed. It might be added, however, that the 
State's interest in these institutions should be more carefully guarded than 
at present, or the danger may not be avoided of their being managed with 
reference to ends exclusively private and self- interested. 

The Plan as to our Oharitable Institutions. — The State has been in the 
way of making large, not too large, appropriations to all the institutions 
classed under tbis'head ; but the Legislature has provided no regular agents 
for visiting or inspecting them, or looking closely after the interest the 
State has in them, and no central authority whose duty it is to receive re- 
ports, tabulate* results, and, looking over the whole field, suggest improve- 
ments. Last winter tbe Legislature, for want of information, found it ne- 
cessary to adjourn for some days in order to allow the committees of the two 
Houses, having charge of appropriations, to visit these institutions. This 
mode of visitation could hardly prove satisfactory, either to thA mA.TQLV^^'CAk 



xxiv THIRTY-THIRD ANNUAL REPORT OP THE 

of the Legislature, or to the authorities of the institutions visited. And, 
** besides/' in the language of the Massachusetts Board of State Charities, 
*' there are certain objects common to all the institutions ; others common 
to groups ( f ttem ; and it is obviously of the first importance to co-ordinate 
all the establishments, so as to make them work harraonioui^ly to one great 
purpose and end." The time has come when an enlightened Commonwealth 
like Pennsylvania should begin to inquire into the causes to which are ow- 
ing the criminal and dependent classes in our communities. There ought 
to be careful observations made in all our charitable institutions, well di- 
gested methods adopted for recording them, and a central office in which 
they could be tabulated and made to tell their story in the interest of hu- 
manity. 

The Plan as to Common ScTiools. — The adoption of the plan now pro- 
posed by the Legislature would involve no radical change in our common 
school system. It will even require but few changes in the details of the 
working of that system, and these almost wholly confined to this Depart- 
ment. 

If the Superintendent of Common Schools be placed at the head of the 
whole united system, it would devolve upon him greatly inerea^^ed duties 
and :>*sponsibilities. It'would necessitate considerable additional help in 
the Sch . 1 Department, but of course with proper assistants the whole 
could be done. 

A BOARD OF EDUCATION SUGGESTED. 

In view of the magnitude of the educational interests of the State, cen- 
tering at one point, if the plan now presented should naeet with favor in 
the Legislature, it might be best, and, indeed, I think it would be best, to 
constitute a State Board of Education, similar to those in many other States, 
whose general duty it should be to supervise the interests of education in 
the State, and prepare measures for the promotion of these interests in all 
kinds of institutions. Such a board would give character and dignity lo 
the work, and much good might be expectrd from the united experience and 
counsel of its members. The State Superintendent of Schools might act as 
the executive officer of the board, and the Governor and Secretary of the 
Commonwealth should be ex-officio members. 

Should such a board be organized, it ought to be composed of gentlemen 
identified with the several educational interests in the St^te ; that is, one 
or more gentlemen should represent the college intei>BSt of the State; one^ 
or more, the academical interest ; one, or more, the Normal school interest ; 
one^ or more, the interests of the charitable institutions of the State ; and 
one, or more^ the interests of coQimon schools. The members of the board 
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might be appointed by the Governor, elected by the Len^islature, or chosen 
by the authorities coDtrolIiog the interests they severally represent. The 
meetings of such a board need not bo frequent ; the work could be so pre- 
pared in the School Department, and io distributed among the members, 
as not to be very onerous ; and the expense need not be great ; while its or- 
ganization would strengthen and elevate the whole system. 

CONCLUSION. 

Once more I desire to say that the alterations in our school laws, contem- 
plated by the preceding plan, will not be pressed before the Legislature for 
its action at its present session, unless they should at once meet with the 
general approval of those most interested ; but the chief object now con- 
templated, is to elicit such an investigation in the Legislature and else- 
where, as will result in the adoption of the best possible educational policy. 
Something of the nature of this plan must be adopted. We must have 
union and harmony among those who are striving to reach the same goal. 
We must move upou the strongholds of ignorance in solid column, not in 
broken detachments. 'I'ho cause of education sailers from clashing interests 
and detached efforts in iw behalf. Our common schools do not enlist, as 
fully as they deserve, the sympathy of liberally educated men. Our young 
men, by hundreds, are going out of the State for an education which they 
ought to receive at home, and our colleges and academies are attracting 
comparatively few students from abroad. Our charitable institutions which 
have, in many respects, common aims and common interests, have not, as 
at present managed, any system of communication or bond of union. — 
There muat be a new awakuning. Pennsylvania has agiant-s power ; it must 
be evoked. Let us not, like a laggard in the race, fall behind our sister 
States, but, with the spring of the true metal, place ourselves at once in 
the front. 

But, even if all plans for the closer union among our educational inj-titu- 
tions should fail, 1 will have ample work to do in caring for the schools at 
present intrusted to my keeping. To supervise the education of 72.i,000 
children, and watch over the expenditure of over l-l, 000,000 00 annually, 
is no small task. Indeed, the State has no other interest that begins to 
approach in importance the interest of education. In this all other interests 
are involved. When well considered, it is our common schools that must 
give the highest success to our farms, our shops, our factories, our mercan- 
tile interests; it is our common schools that must keep pure the ballot-box 
and make the jury-box intelligent ; it is our common schools that we must 
rely upon to put thinking muskets into the hands of our soldiers, and 
thinking men into our halls of legislation. Popular ignorance is the baae 



xxvi THIRTY-THIRD ANNUAL REPORT OP THE 

of Repablics. It is this that prevents the growth of Republicanism in the 
Old World. It is this that has introduced a Monarchy into Mexico, and 
rendered unstable the Republics of South America. It is this that made 
possible the recent rebellion in our own country, and, more than all other 
causes combined, threatens the future permanency of its institutions. All 
the arts of statesmanship should be exerted to guard against an evil that 
strikes at the very vitals of all that is most dear to freemen. 

Under God, I believe the problem of Republican government in this 
country, depends for its solution upon the solution of the problem of free 
education ; and, believing thus, I enter upon the great work imposed upon 
me, as Superintendent of the Common Schools of the State, with an eye 
single to the interests involved, and invoking light from the wisdom of the 
Legislature, and aid from all good men. 

J. P. WICKERSHAM, 
Superintendent of Common Schools. 
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REPORT OF THE LATE SUPERINTENDENT. 



To the Senate and House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania : 

Oestlbmen : — The act of May 8, 1854-, makes it the datj of the Superin- 
tendent of Common Schools to prepare and submit to the Legislature, at- 
Buallj, a full account of the condition of the schools, the expenditures of 
the system, estimates for the ensuing year, whole number of pupils, the cost 
of teaching each, the number of districlfl and plans fur the improvomeut of 
the system In compliance with this requirement of the law, the follow- 
ing report is respectfully submitted : 

The following tables do not include the statistics for the city of Phila- 
delphia. They show the condition of the system in comparison with the 
previous year. - 

Whole number of school districts in 1866 1,863 

Do do do ...1865 1,837 



Increase in 1866 26 



Whole number of schools in 1866 12,773 

Do do do 1865 12,548 



Increase in 1866 225 

Whole number of pupils in attendance in 1866 64<9,519 

Do do do do 1865 629,587 



Increase in 1866 19,932 



Average attendance of pupils in 1866 413, 04'9 

Do do do 1865 396, 701 



Increase in 1866 16, 348 



Last year the decrease in the whole attendance from the previous year 
was 8,198, and in the average attendance, 2,821. At fiitat «v%Vi\. \.\iv& \v;^^% 
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oflF appears to tell against the advance of the school interests, but upon in- 
vestigation it will appear otherwise. The report for 1865 embraced the 
operations of the school year from June, 186+, to June, 1865. 

It was during this year that the people of the Comraon wealth were more 
urgently called upon for recruits for the army, than during any other time 
of the war; consf<iaently, thousands of young men, who would havo been 
in the schools during the winter, were in the army. The withdrawal of so 
many men from the laboring portion of our population, rendered it abso- 
lutely necessary to keep from the schools all who were of sufficient age to 
render any assistance to the families whose fathers and older brothers were 
drawn away from home to defend their country. 

The war, too, created a demand for young men in business, in which good 
salaries were paid, and this drew many from the schools, either to fill these 
places or to peform the manual labor that those who filled them would have 
perfurmed. This view uf ihe subject is conlirmed by the reports for the 
school year closing June, ISJt). The law not allowing children to enter the 
schools until they have ari'ived at the age of six years, in^itead of allowing 
them to commence attending scbool at five, as formerly, took effect at the 
beginning of this ^chool year. i>y its operations, several thousands, thai 
o th e r w 1 .7 1' v, o u Id h it v c e n[v,vf i: , w v. :o .^ !j «.: t o u I ^m' lii -3 sc h oo I s. N o t vv i i iK-i t a u d 
ing this, the incrctise, in the total attendance for the year, is 19,932, and in 
the averagy, k>,."Ji.s. 

Per ceutjgc* of altc-wdani.'e upon wliole number in iSiiG 631 

Do do 'io do do 1865 t-Z":} 



Increase in ivinii. 



Average hintrth of :rt^l;o >! term in iSJb 5 mos. 15 days. 

Do do do do l^t>r> 5 mos. 14. da vs. 



Increase in 1S()H. 



Average <'.>^t of tMirioLi .mt month, for each ])upil, in IRtit). 
Do do do do do lSi»5. 



Increase in l^'iG. 



Whole number of male teachers in 1866 

jTo do do 1S65 

Increase in 186ti 493 
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Whole number of female teachers in 1866. 
Do do do 1865. 



Increase in lS(i6. 



Average salaries of male teachers per month, in 1866. 
Do do do do do 1^65 



Increase in 1866. 



Average salaries of female teachers, per month, in 1866 
Do do do do I>i65. 



Increase in 1866. 
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Total cost of tuition in 1866 $2,211,521 70 

Do do 1865 1,990,777 S3 



Increase in 1866 220,743 87 



Total cost of fuel and contingencies in 1866 $458, 317 61 

Do do do do 1865 410,246 26 



Increase in ISSJj 48,071 35 



Total cost for purchasing, building, renting and repairing 

houses in 1866 , $596,669 6^ 

Total for 1865 374,459 97 



Increase in 1866 222,209 72 



Total expenditures of the system for fuel, tuition and houses 

in 1866 $3,266,509 00 

Total for 1865 2,775,484 06 



Increase in 1866 491,024 94 

Total State appropriation for 1866 $354,436 00 

Do do do 1865 316,825 00 



Increase in 1866 37,611 00 
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Total State appropriation for common school purposes for 1866, $2S7, 623 38 
Do do do do do 18ti5, S:53, 94-5 87 



Increase in ISGG 33, 677 49 

Average number of mills on dollar school tax in 1866 6.56 

Do do do do do 1865 5.9S 

Increase in lS6t) .5^ 



Average nambcr of mills on dollar building tax in 1866 4.?>3 

Do do do do do 1865 3.63 



Increase in 1966. .90 



Total cost of system, being whole amount of tax levied and 
State appropriation, including $56,4'-25 46 paid to Phila- 
delphia, in 1866 $3,368,387 33 

Total cost of system, being whole amount of tax levied and 
State appropriation, including $56,425 46 paid to Phila- 
delphia, in 1865 2,792.076 37 



Increase in 1866 576,310 96 



The following statistics give the result of the administration of the system 
in the whole State, including the county and city of Philadelphia : 

Whole number of schools in 1866 13, 146 

Do do do 1865 12.924 



Increase in 1866 222 



Whole number of teachers in 1866 16, Ul 

Do do do 1865 • 15.564 



Increase in 1866 577 



Whole number of pupils in 1866 705, 312 

Do do do 1865 703.930 



Increase in 1866. 21.SS2 



Average attendance of pupils in 1866 '. 478,066 

Do do do 1S65 459, i:i 



Increase in 1866 18. 945 
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Total cost of tuition in 1866 $2,748,795 08 

Do do 1865 2,515,528 63 



Increafiein 1866 ' 23:^. 2(n 45 



Total cost of fael and contingencies in 1866 $H39, ^85 9S 

Do do do do 1865 523,262 63 



Increase in 1866 116.123 35 

Total cost of system in the whole State, including taxes 

levied and State appropriation in 1866 $4,195,258 57 

Total cost of system in the whole State, including taxes 

levied and Stale appropriation in 1865 3,614,238 55 



Increase in 1866 581,020 02 

The following statistics exhibit the whole number of school?, scholars 
and teachers in the city of Philadelphia, for the school year ending Decem- 
ber 31, 1865 ; also, the average attendance and the percentage of the average 
attendance, as taken from the report of the controllers : 
Whole number of schpols under the superintendence of the Board, 373 

These schools are divided as follows : 

High schools 2 

Grammar schools 61 

Secondary schools 69 

Primary 186 

Unclassified 55 

Whole number 373 

A decrease during the last year of, .' 6 

Whole number of pupils 75,893 

Average attendance 65, 017 

Per centum of attendance 8^ 

Whole number of male teachers 83 

Whole number of female teachers 1,217 

Whole number of teachers 1.300 



It will be seen that the average and per centum in the city is mach larger 
than in the State, taken as a whole. This is owing, in no small degree, to 
the rigid rules in relation to truancy ; and still the controllers complain of 
the want of regularity of attendance. In some of the New England cities 
the per centum of attendance is much higher than in Philadelphia, while in 



# 
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the city of Xew York it is much lower. This crying evil is every where 
deplored, and yet there is nothing done to remedy it. Each speaker and 
writer upon educational topics advances his peculiar theory, and urges it 
upon the public with as much assurance as though it were actually the 
panacea that would remedy the evil in a few months. Teacher.s and school 
officers complain, and yet the evil continues In our own State the average 
is but a trifle over one-half the whole number who have their names upon 
the teacher's rolls, and in several of the States it is even less than it is in 
Pennsylvania. What can and what ought to be done to have the childreu 
of the State receive the educational advantages furnished by the State, are 
questions that should receive the serious attention of our legislators. Thou- 
sands of children, in our State, are growing up to manhood and womanhood 
in almost utter ignorance, within a short distance of free schools, provided 
by the State, but which cither they do not attend at all, or their attendance 
is so irregular that they actually receive no advantage. 

FINANCIAL OPEBATIONS OF THI SYSTEM. 

These include the whole receipts and expenditures for educational pur- 
poses connected with the common school system of the Cummonweaith. 

Amount of tax levied in 1,863 districts in 1866 $3,0l3,9fS7 33 

Do ....received from collectors in 1866 2,801,759 32 



Balance not received into the district treasuries, 1866 212, 198 01 

Do do do do 1865 119,571 19 



Increase in 1866 92,616 8 2 

Amount received from collectors as above $2,801,759 32 

State appropriation 287,623 36 



Total 3, 089,38 2 68 

Payments to districts : 

For instruction in 1,800 districts $2,440, 390 79 

For fuel and contingencies 458, 317 61 

For school houses, rents, grounds and repairs 596,669 d9 



Total 3,495,378 09 

Balance on hand and debts : 

Balance on hand $150,760 28 

Permanent debt 285, 920 92 

Temporary debt 208,045 48 
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Consisting of the total State appropriation for the year ending Jane, 1866. 

State appropriation $354,436 00 

The expenditure of this sum is as follows : 

Paid to the county of Philadelphia $56,425 46 

Paid to Normal schools 15, 000 00 

Paid for School Journal 1, 860 00 

73,285 40 

Amount, exclusive of Philadelphia 281, 150 54 

Deduct for county superintendents' salaries 49,802 67 

231,347 87 
Add appropriations forfeited for 1865 $2, 368 85 

Add unexpended balance 747 49 

/ 3,116 34 

Amount to be appropriated to the districts • 234»,464 21 

This sum has been appropriated to the schools of the State, as follows : 

Of the 1,863 districts, exclusive of Philadelphia, 1,800 have 
received the State appropriation, at the rate of 4 1 cents per 
taxable ^ $228,869 09 

Thirty-three districts yet unpaid, but which may hereafter re- 
ceive the. State appropriation 2,827 23 

Twenty-one have forfeited for non-acceptance of the system, 

either Arom its beginning, or for several years 1,708 4& 

Nine have forfeited for not having teachers legally qualified, 
or not having four months' school 782 28^ 

234, 187 08 

Of the four hundred dollars taken from the general appropria- 
tion, for the payment of advertising conventions, for the 
election of County Superintendents in 1863, there was left 
at the date of last report i $37 56. 

Of this there have been paid for advertising conventions, for 

Increasing salaries 24 OOT 

Unexpended 13 56 

As this amount, $400 was taken from the general appropriation for school 
purposes, the unexpended balance will be added to the sum to be divided 
Mnong the districts for the next year. 

e 
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EXPENSES O? SCHOOL DEPARTMENT. 

Salary of SuperintendeDt, as per act of March 22, 1865 $1, 800 00 

Do Deputy do do 1,600 00 

Do tbree clerks, at $1,200 each do 3,600 00 

Do one messenger do 900 00 

Extra paid to three clerks, as per act of April 11, 1866 600 00 



8,500 00 
By payment in full 8,500 00 

Stationery and blank books $300 00 

Postage, telegrams and express 1,000 00 

Overpaid and returned 2 75 

Gleaning office and miscellaneous 110 00 

Packing and distributing books, etc 600 00 

Traveling expenses 300 00 



By amount expended : 

Stationery $255 24 

Postage, telegrams and express 1,002 53 

Cleaning of office and miscellaneous 47 00 

Packing and distributing books 564 28 

Traveling expenses :.. 299 02 



$2,312 75 



2, 168 07 



Unexpended balance 144 6S 

Estimate for the year beginning June, 1867, embracing the appropriation 
for the support of the common sehools of the Commonwealth and the city 
of Philadelphia, the salaries of County Superintendents, for the Normal 
schools, and the ordinary expenses of the Department.' 

Fi/r the System Generally, 

For the support of the common schools, including the city of 

Philadelphia $412,000 00 

For the Normal schools, to be appropriated upon the same 
plan as was adopted in the appropriation act of 1866 15,000 00 

For salaries of Couuty Superintendents 58,000 00 

For expenses of principals of Normal schools, incurred in. at- 
tending the annual examinations of said schools 250 00 

For Normal school in Third district 5,000 00 

Total 490,250 00 
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For School Department. 

Salary of State Superintendent $2,000 00 

Do Deputy do 

Do three clerks and one messenger '. 

Postage, telegrams and express 

BoxiDff and forwarding reports, etc 

Stationery, blank books, etc 

Engraving and printing warrants and diplomas 

Expenses for examination of Normal school in Third district, 

Cleaning and miscellaneous.. 

Trareling expenses of Superintendent 



Total. 



1,800 06 


4,900 00 


1,200 00 


600 00 


300 00 


275 00 


110 00 


200 00 


300 00 


11,685 00 



The following special statistics are taken as aggregates from the table 
by counties, as found on pagej|^tt6 and 227. This table is of special in- 
terest to those who desire to kq^Hjibout the workings of the system, move 
particularly than can be ascei^^fPru by a study of the tabular statement by 
counties. These aggregates ard^t in all cases strictly accurate. Some 
superintendents did not fill the omnks with sufficient care, others failed to 
collect the requisite information at the proper time, and could not therefore 
give the exact facts. In a few of the counties the filling up of the blanks 
was so defective that no use could be made of them. This is to be regretted, 
as it does not give such counties a fair representation with the other coun- 
ties of the State. They are marked in the foot notes in the table. A very 
large majority of those reported as having attended Normal schools, hare 
been pupils of private Normal schools, which should be taken into the ac- 
count when comparing this item with the number of teachers who are or 
Lave been in attendance upon our State Normal schools : 

Whole number of framed school houses 7,101 

Do brick do 2,143 

Do stone do 1,395 

Do log do 662 

Do houses built during the year 328 

Do do.. ..unfit for use 1,868 

Do do. ...having no outhouses 4,545 

Do do. ...with sufficient grounds 4, 521 

Do do. ...grounds well improved 695. 

Do do. ...well ventilated 5, 133 

Do do. ...well furnished 6,015 

Do..., supplied with suitable furniture during the year, 277 

Do do unsuitable do ' ^ 
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Whole number well supplied with apparatus 1, 426 

Do wholly without apparatus 1,847 

Do supplied with apparatus daring the year 860 

Do having out-line maps 6,258 

Do graded schools 1,921 

Do do... .during the year 121 

Do having uniform series of text-books 9,404 

Do schools in which the Bible is read 9,280 

Da. public examinations 1,663 

Do directors present at examinations 4, 420 

Number of teachers receiving professional certificates. 388 

Do do provisional do 12, 171 

Do. ...«. applicants rejected 1,351 

Do teachers examined privately 1,312 

Do certificates annulled 44 

Do do renewed •^i^M ®^^ 

Average grade of certificates '^Ik ^i 

Whole number of teachers who have had nfMeberience in teach- 

iDg •£"•'.• 2. 160 

Average age of teachers Jti^ 23^ 

Wbole number who have taught less than one year 2, 522 

Do attended Normal schools 2,223 

Do who have read professional works 6,917 

Do total failures 387 

Do visits by County Superintendents. 12, 969 

Do visits made with directors. 3,229 

Do meetings of district institutes 3,356 

Do attending district institutes 3,068 

Do attending county institutes 3,704 

Do district libraries organized under the law of 1864, 4 

Do ^...volumes in school libraries 5,841 

Do..... private schools 862 

Do pupils attending private schools 30, 123 

Estimated amount paid for tuition at private schools $375,621 

Wbole number teachers employed in private schools 1 ,045 

OOEN PLANTER INDIANS. 

The following is the report of the superintendent of Warren county, in 
relation to these fast diBappearing aboriginies of this State. While it is 

economy for the State to care for the education of their children, it is sad 
to know, that of all the Indians, who were once owners (so far as savage 
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nations can own lands) of this whole State, there are only children enoagh 
0/ that class of persons, now in the State, t<J require $68 80 to pay for their 
schooling four months. The Legislature, during it session of 1865, extended 
the time for which the sum of $100 is to be paid, annually, to this tribe, for 
ten years longer : 

Amount of appropriation for 1866 - $100 00 

Paid Miss Pearce, for teaching four months and six days, 

at $16, permoulh $68 80 

Paid for books and incidentals 4 60 

73 40 

Unexpended balance ^6 60 



SCHOOL TBRBf. 

On no one subject is there more general agreement among the county su- 
perintendents, as shown by their annual reports, than in the opinion that 
the minimum number of months that the common schools are now required 
to be kept open, in order to entitle the districts to receive the State appro- 
priation, should be extended to at lea&t si^ mouths. 

A large proportion of the children of the Commonwealth receive all the 
scholastic education they have, at the common schools. If then they can 
have but four months school in a year, and they attend the whole of that 
time each year, between the ages of six and twenty-one years, they will 
enjoy the privileges of the school but sixty months, and these months ex- 
tend over fifteen years. In other words, they will attend school five years 
in fifteen, provided they attend the whole four months each year. In 
this way, a child attends school four months, and then remains at home 
eight, during which time he forgets fully one-third of what he learned in 
the four, so that so far as progress is concerned, he has but about two and 
two-thirds months schooling in the year. 

This estimate is based upon the understanding, that the scholars attend 
the schools until they are twenty-one years old, and go steadily whenever 
the schools arc open. This is far from being the fact But very few of 
those who attend the common schools are found in school after they are 
eighteen years old, and the groat majority leave school entirely, by the time 
they are sixteen, and while thus attending, are absent from the school room 
nearly one- third of the time. 

Taking the most favorable view of the subject, it appears that if all the 
schools of the State were kept open only as long as is now demanded by 
law, those attending would enjoy the privileges of the schools but about 
thirty months, of twenty-two days each, with more than eighty montlia^ Oit 
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thirty days each, intervening. Is not Pennsylvania able to do better thao 
this ? Can she not afford to sagr by her statutes, that in every school district 
in the State, there shall be kept open and in operation, according to law, 
schools for at least six months in each and every year, in which there shall 
be taught, if required, orthography, reading, writing, arithmetic, English 
grammar, geography, American history and the Constitution of the United 
States, together with such other branches as the directors, by a majority of 
their number, decide upon ? Can the Keystone State afford to do less than 
this for her youth ? Is it wise to do less, is it economical, is it safe ? 

When our svstem was put into operation, many, and perhaps a majority 
of the citizens, were opposed to free schools, established upon any basis-, it 
was wise in those who drafted the law to place the minimum term at four 
months. Now the case is different ; the system has established itself in the 
affections of the people, and is strong to resist opposition. It now stands 
80 firmly, that it can afford to make advances in the matter of an increase 
in the time required to be taught. 

It is believed that in no other of the older States, at least, is the minimum 
immber of months so small as in Pennsylvania, if indeed it is in the States 
more recently settled. Should we, then, who justly boast of our vast re- 
sources, give our youth less school privileges than our sister States ? 

Can we wonder that our children are not more thoroughly educated, when 
we take into the account the short time they actually attend school? Or is 
it strange that some, when looking only at part of the facts, declare that 
oar common school system is a failure? 

There is another view to be taken of this subject, which adds force to 
the recommendation for a longer term. The inquiry is for better teachers, 
teachers who will qualify themselves for the business and give their atten- 
tion to it. If our schools are open but five and a half months, which was 
the average' last year, and the average wages is but thirty-four dollars for 
males, and twenty-five dollars for females, how can it be expected that men 
aod women of talent will spend time and money in acquiring an education, 
to prepare themselves to engage in a business for less than one half of the 
year, at a salary less than a good mechanic can get. But there is no cer- 
tainty that they can get employment more than four months. If the schools 
through the State were kept open five and a half months, the man who 
makes teaching a profession, would receive for his yearns labor, in his pro- 
fession, the liberal sum of $176, and the woman $137 50, and with this sum 
the person must support himself and family, if he have one. It is not 
etiough to pay for board for the year. If the schools are open but four 
months the matter is still worse. 

' lis true that teachers can find something else to do the other seven or 
eight months, and they must or starve. But we are now considering the 
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argument that before oar schools are what they should be, we must ha^e 
well qualified teachers. It is folly to suppose that teachers will qualify 
themselves to starve, while by engaging in almost any other busiuess they 
can earn a competency. Mechanics and common laborers make more than 
our teachers. Who would think of becoming a successful lawyer by prac- 
ticing four or five months in the year, and spending the rest of the time in 
business that would completely unfit him for the law when he returned to 
the profession ? The mere meation of such a plan shows its impossibility. 
And yet our people seem to expect that those who are to train our youth 
for good or bad citizens, to be a blessing or a curse to our common country, 
ought to be superior teachers, when they are obliged to labor at other kinds 
of business two-thirds of the year, and for the one- third receive for their 
teaching less than they would receive for working as day laborer^. Be- 
lieving that it is demanded by the condition of our schools, and by the con- 
stantly increasing demand for better educational facilities, and believing, 
also, that while it was wise in the framers of our school system to fix the 
minimum term thus low at the commencement of the system, the time has 
arrived when it should be increased at least to about what it is in other equally 
populous and wealthy States, it is therefore recommended that the law be 
so amended as to lequire that the schools be kept open in all the common 
schools of the Commonwealth not less than six months in each school year. 

STATK APPROPRIATION. 

It is believed that all practical educators of the present day adopt the 
idea that education should be placed within the reach of every child within 
the State, of whatever conditiou, or race, still but comparatively few believe 
that all the burdeus consequent upon the education of the youth should be 
removed from those who are to be immediately benefitted. The familiar 
doctifine that "the property of the State should be taxed to educate the 
children of the State,'' is now generally acknowledged to be the true doc- 
triiie in a representative republican government. 

How taxes for the support of schools shall be levied and collected is a 
qoiestion upon which there is not such uniformity of opinion. 

\ Without entering, at this time, into the discussion of the disputed points, 
t]he undersigned desires to call the attention of the members of the Legisla- 
tuire to a few facts, and to the consideration of a few suggestions, relative 
to the taxation, in Pennsylvania, for the support of our common schools. 

?he amount appropriated, from year to year, must depend upon the liber- 

fality of the members of the Legislature, and the favor with which they look 

upon the system, and will, therefore, be constantly changing. As the amount 

thus appro^priated varies, hO must the per centum of local taxation vary. The 
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local taxation in several of the conaties is really oppressive, while in others 
it is bat trifling. In several districts the thirteen mills allowed bj law to 
be raised will not support the schools the minimam term of four months, 
unless teachers with the lowest grade of certificate are employed. In such 
districts of course taxation is the most oppressive, because the citizens are 
the least able to pay heavy taxes. While this is the case in some counties, 
in others the schools can be supported six or more months by a tax of three 
or four mills on the dollar. 

A few examples will show the irregularity of the taxation and its burden- 
Bomeness apon the poorer classes. 

In Cambria the school tax was... 10.75 mills, building, 4.96 mills,=l5.71 

In Clearfield do 10.35 " 

InJeflFerson do 9.42 " * 

In M'Kean do 9.54 " « 

In Potter do 10.04 " 

Average, 17.41 mills. 

These are comparatively poor counties, where citizens need help from the 
State, to enable them to give their children even a fair common school edu- 
eation, and yet with this heavy local tax npon them, together with what 
the districts receive from the State, they can keep their schools open only a 
few days over the minimum term. The average in the five counties is four 
and eleven-fifteenth months, and the average wages of teachers is $*27 52. 

In Berks, the school tax was 2.71 mills, building, 0. mills, =2.71 

In Bucks do 3. " " 1.53 

In Lebanon do 3.23 " " 0. 

In Cumberland do... 3.40 " " 1.47 

In Lancaster do 3.08 " " .98 

Average, 3.75 mills. 

These counties are among our most wealthy, and with this tax, the 
age term is six and seventeen- twentieth months — average wages, 
The irregularity of the taxation will be seen still more clearly by compii 
a few of the statistics in the same county. Brighton, in Beaver coul 
levies ten mills to ket^p the schools open five months, and pays $2*2 .s: 
month. Chippewa, same county, levies 3.5 mills, pays $23 .^O per nior 
and has five months school. Heidleberg, (Upper,) Berks connty, k- 
7.5 mills, has school four and a half months, average wages, $2.'> 00 
dleberg, (Lower,) levies 1.5 mills, has school four and a half iDnii;.i:> 
pays $28 per month. Lumber, Cameron county, raises 11 milk. h&= s : 
five months, and pays $25 22 wages. Portage, sam^ rwniTj *f^- -^ 
mills, has seven months school, pays $17 57 wac«& Tbr w^: r^r-^ r 
for each pupil in Tionesta, Forest county, is $C 70 ; it Ohfs^^T r»f ^ 
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county, 46 cents The amonnt of the State appropriation given to each 
scholar that attended school during last year, as reported by the directors, 
is a trifle over twenty-one cents, which, in the districts where help is most 
needed, is but a small fraction of the cost of the tuition, even for one month. 
The poorer districts need more help from the State to enable them to sup- 
port their schools. The small sum, now received, is a mere pittance ; it 
does not, in any county of the State, pay much more than half the average 
cost of tuition per month. 

With this view of the case, and looking also at the imperative necessity 
of increasing the minimum length of the term to be required before the ap- 
propriation can be paid, a large increase of the State appropriation is asked 
for. This appears to be the only method that can be adopted at present, 
for increasing the aid rendered by the State. It is not intended to relieve 
the people from local taxtion, nor to make its burden so light that it will 
not be felt, but to take from the State Treasury such a sum, as when distri- 
bated amoncr the people who have placed it in the Treasury, as shall to a 
greater extent pay the expenses of the education of their sons and daugh- 
ters. The amount asked for for school purposes, is sixty cents per taxable, 
and several cents less per scholar, taking the whole number in attendance 
for 1865, as the bcsis, then theavoragc cost of instructioa per month in the 
State, certainly not more than the State ought to give to the common school 
system at the present time. 

LOOAL AND SPECIAL LEGISLATION. 

There is no other subject, perhaps, upon which it is so important to have 
uniformity of legislation, as upon educational matters. No other in which 
the whole people are more directly interested, and wnich should be more 
generally understood by all. This is generally conceded by all who think 
upon this subject, and acknowledged by our legislators. Still there are few 
subjects upon which there is more special and local legislation asked for and 
granted. The citizens of one section of a district become dissatisfied with 
the action of a board of directors, becaase, in their opinion, injustice has 
been done them, or because they pay the greater proportion of the tax, and 
cannot control the action of the board of directors, and to get rid of the 
difficulty, they apply to the Legislature for a special act to suit their par- 
ticular case. Directors do not agree and ask their members to get a special ' 
.act passed for their accommodation. Certain districts, or parts of districts, 
f^in some way have failed to come up to the requirements of the school law, 
'^dr because it does not square with their way of doing business, they wish 
ib bave a law made that shall exempt them from the general law, in some 
^yftrtfculars. Other districts think that from their peculiar situation the 
r -general law is not the best that it can be ; hence, they desire to have certain 
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sections of it altered and amended. A little collection of bnildings, or a 
village springs up in the section of a district where the public business is 
done, property accumulates there, the citizens pay a large share of the tax 
of the township, aad they think they should have a pro portion ably large 
share in the management of the schools of the district, and because they 
cannot, they become dissatisfied with the way the schools are conducted, 
and petition to be formed into an independent school district Thus, the 
wealthier portion of a district is taktn, perhaps, from the centre, and erected 
into a district within a district, to the injury of the system in the whole dis- 
trict. So, for one cause or another, our legislators are constantly petitioned 
to enact special school laws for particular districts, and far too frequently 
do they yield to the demand without investigating the reasons for the change 
asked for ; hence, the general law is rendered, to a great extent, inoperative 
In many of the districts of the State, by the local laws passed from year to 
year. 

That some special legislation may be necessary in certain cases is not de- 
nied ; that exemption for a time from the operation of some of the require- 
ments of the general law are proper, may also be true, but so frequent has 
the passage of such acts become, and so numerous are the exemptions, that 
in many localities the local acts become the rules, and the general law the 
exceptions. So much is this the case, that when required to decide a matter 
relative to certain districts, it becomes necessary to look through all the acts 
of the last five or six years, to determine whether the general or local law 
is applicable to that particular district. 

That this, as a general rule, is detrimental to the system, no one, conver- 
sant with its workings, can doubt. That the system for the whole State is 
working well, and is as successful as we can expect, is acknowledged by all 
who understand it. That alterations could be made that would render it 
more acceptable and perhaps more efficient in some localities, is also ad- 
mitted ; but it has been demonstrated that the very changes required to 
make it better for one county would work disastrously in others. Man cannot 
make perfect laws, or laws that shall at all timed and under all circumstances 
bear equally upon all parts of a large community, so diverse and dissimilar 
in its organization, as is the case in our Commonwealth. The school law 
was enacted for the whole State, and experience has proven that for the 
State it is a good system. It should therefore stand, so far as practicable, 
as a whole, a unit. It is most earnestly recommended to the Legislature, 
that great care be exercised in the enactment of laws that exempt districts 
or counties from the general law. If districts can free themselves from the 
burdens of the system, or relieve themselves from an annoying difficulty by 
asking for a special act in their favor, the whole system will be frittered 
away. 
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COUNTY INSTITUTES. 

These annaal gatberiDgs of teachers in the several couaties of the State 
have come to be reckoned among the 6xtures of oor school machinery. In 
most of the counties of the State one or more of these meetings is held an- 
nually. Hitherto the expenses of these institutes have been borne by the 
teachers who attend. This to most of them is quite a burden. In most cases 
they are obliged to pay their board during the time the meeting is in ses- 
sion, and a majority of them are required to lose their time. While it is 
believed to be advisable, as a general rule, to have most of the teaching at 
these institutes done by the best and most experienced teachers in the 
county, still it is desirable to have some prominennt educator from abroad 
to give one or more lectures. This is important, in order to make the insti- 
tute attractive to others as well as teachers. So frequently have these 
meetings been held, in very many of the counties, that the teachers even 
desire to have, and indeed look for and expect something in advance of the 
ordinary routine of daily exercise. 

They are not satisfied with the same things and ih« same kind of instruc- 
tion that pleased and benefitted them six or eight years ago, when insti- 
tutes were a novelty The teachers themselves h»ve grently pdvanc-od 
during those six or eight years, and the grade of instruction to be given at 
the institutes must be of a correspondingly elevated character, else the more 
prominent teachers will loose their interest, and the institutes themselves 
will become dull, formal and spiritless. Hence it becomes important, in- 
deed well nigh absolutely necessary, to have some assistance aside from 
what can usually be procured in the county, in order to have these gather- 
ings profitable to teachers, and attractive to the friends of education in the 
neighborhoods in which they are held. 

Men of literary attainments and extensive experience in educational mat- 
ters are needed ; men in whom the teachers shall have full confidence, and 
whose instruction and lectures shall be profitable. The services of such 
men cannot be procured without an equivalent for their services. They 
labor, as other men do, for remuneration, and cannot be expected to work 
without being well paid. 

The teachers, or a majority of them, are not able, after paying for their 
board for the week, to give a dollar or more to pay teachers and lecturers, 
consequently, in a majority of the counties of the State, these important 
aids are not procured. In 18^5, Chester county petitioned the Legislature 
for the passage of an act to authorize the County Superintendent to draw 
two hundred dollars from the cpunty treasury each year, which sum should 
be expended by him in defraying the expenses of a county institute, and 
procuring the attendance of lecturers, &c. 



xliv THIRTY-THIRD ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 

In 1865, Lancaster and York, and in 1866, Schuylkill, Perry, Indiana, 
Montgomery and Westmoreland counties, secured the passage of similar 
local acts. In Chester, where this law has been in operatioB for ten years, 
it is popular, and with the aid of this small sum the superintendent is en- 
abled to make these annual gatherings highly interesting and profitable to 
all who attend. In Lancaster and York, the law has had a trial of but one 
year, but it is looked upon with favor by all true friends of the school sys- 
tem. In the other five counties it has not yet been tried. It was asked 
for in those counties, by those who had noticed its beneficial results in Ches- 
ter, and we have reason to believe, therefore, that the measure will be 
popular. 

Perhaps no other one agency has done more to improve the teachers than 
have these county institutes. They should, therefore, be assisted, either by 
the State or by the several counties. In most of the counties two hundred 
dollars would be required, and the amount to be paid by each taxable would 
be exceedingly small. In a few of the smaller counties a smaller sum 
would fully answer the purpose. The undersigned, therefore, recommends 
the passage of a general law, somewhat similar in its details to the special 
acts upon this subject, now in force in the several counties above named. 

NORMAL SCHOOLS. 

The three Normal schools that have been in operation during the year 
have been well sustained. Applicants for situations as students were re- 
jected in all the schools for want of school and boarding accommodations. 
The students who attend these schools, for the purpose of qualifying them- 
selves for teachers, are always in demand by directors, and find situations 
in the best schools in the State. 

Directors are now offering better salaries, and for higher wages they ex- 
pect to get better teachers ; they demand men and women who have quali- 
fied themselves, either by a course of professional study, or by long ex- 
perience, or both. 

In the report for 1865, it was recommended to change the plan of apply- 
ing the amount given by the State to these institutions. The recommenda- 
tion was adopted by the Legislature, and so far as the experience of one 
year will enable us to judge, the results have been favorable and highly 
satisfactory to those who have the most favorable opportunities to judge 
of its operation. The money appropriated was applied to defray, in part, 
the expenses of such students only as intend to become teachers in the com- 
mon schools of the State. It is believed that this method of rendering aid 
by the State will, in a few years, make our Normal schools exclusively in- 
stitutions for the training of teachers. It is strongly urged that fifteen thou- 
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sand dollars be appropriated to these schools, which sum shall be given to 
the several schools upon a plan similar to the one adopted for the distribu* 
tioD of the amount appropriated in the act of April 11, IS66. 

In September, 1866, the Keystoae Normal school, located at Kntztown^ 
Berks county, was recognized as a State Normal school for the Third dis- 
trict, composed of the counties of Berks, Schuylkill aud Lehigh. To each 
of the three schools previously in operation the State has appropriated fifteen 
thousand dollars, in instalments of five thousand dollars. This liberality, on 
the part of the State, is considered, by the friends of Normal schools in other 
districts, as a guaranty that the same amount will be given to each school 
when established and recognized by the State authorities. This school in 
the Third district, as were the others, is in debt, and is destitute of a library 
and apparatus, which every good school must have. Like them, too, the 
requisite amount of ground has been purchased, and the buildings erected 
by subscriptions made by the citizens of the neighborhood in which it is 
located. This institution is eminently deservinjc the liberality of the State. 
An appropriation of five thousand dollars for the Keystone Normal school 
is therefoi-e recommended. 

COUNTY aUPBBINTBNDBNTS. 

Twelve years have now passed since this feature of the school system of 
Pennsylvania was put into operation ; time has therefore been given to 
show its ezcelleacies and its defects. Although this part of the law was, 
at its passage, quite geuerally unpopular, it has worked its way into favor 
with a large majority of the friends of the common school system. Those 
who have worked in this department during the whole twelve years, or who 
have watched the workings of the system, can readily determine, by com- 
parison, the good that has been done by this agency. The improvement in 
school houses, the elevation in the qualifications of teachers, the increase in 
the nuiiiber of branches taught in the schools, and the general waking up 
of the people of the State to the importance of the subject. These all give 
evidence of the utility and usefulness of this office. Indeed, so thoroughly 
established has it become, and so important is it to the success of the sys* 
tern, that to dispense with it, would be to strike one of the main working 
beams from our complicated educational machinery. The fourth tri-ennial 
election of county superintendents, which occurred on the first Tuesday of 
May last, resulted in the election of one half of the then encumbents, and 
an increase of the aggregate salaries, of $7,652. This fact shows that a 
goodly number of those who had served three years or more, had so per- 
formed their duties as to be acceptable to the appointing or electing power { 
also, that the directors appreciate the services of those faithful officera* 
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The best selections ere not always made hv the directors. Prejudice and 
party spirit in some instances prevail over the better judgment ; still the 
persons elected, are, as a general rule, faithful, industrious, competent men, 
who laber assiduously for the improvement of the schools of their respec- 
tive counties. 



COLLEOTO, ACADEMIES AND FEMALE SEMINARIES. 

By the act of April 1, 1836, "the presidents of all colleges, or universities, 
and the principals of all academies, or other schools, other than common 
schools, having received aid from the State, are required to report to the 
Superintendent of Common Schools, which reports he is to lay before the 
Legi?«lature." Of the thirty or more academies that have at different times 
received pecuniary aid from the State, four only now report. The others, from 
which reports are received and published, have either been incorporated 
by the Legislature without any appropriation being granted, or charters 
have been granted by the courts. It is presumed that most of these insti- 
tutions that have received grants of money or land from the State, have 
ceased to exist as academies, and the buildings are now used, if used at all, 
for common school houses. It seems, therefore, but mere form to publish, 
from year to year, reports from these private institutions. The appropria- 
tions were generally made upon the condition that the institutions receiving 
the aid should educate gratis a specified number of poor children. It is 
probable that in but a very few cases is that provision of the grant com- 
plied with. 

In 1841, 1842 and 1843, appropriations were made to colleges, academies 
and female seminarie*, amounting in the aggregate to about $75,000. No 
appropriations have since been made to this class of schools, and at the last 
mentioned date a]l laws relative to granting appropriations to them were 
repealed. Of the colleges in the State but few have received aid from it, 
and their officers do not feel under obligations to report. Indeed all of our 
higher institutions are independent of all State control. It is suggested 
whether it would not be better for our educational system, as a whole, to 
have all institutions that have been chartered by the State, subject, to some 
extent, to State authority ; that authority to be lodged either in the bands 
of the State Superintendent, together with a board, to consist of three or five 
members, or wholly in a board of officers appointed by the Governor, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate. The necessity of such a course 
must be apparent to all who have became familiar with the disconnected, 
and, in some cases, discordant parts of our educational machinery. These 
institatidns are deserving State patronage, andif that is bestowed they should 
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be subject to some aothbritj m the State. The attention of the Legislature 
is earnestly invited to this class of literary institutions. 

REMARKS. 

The school system of the Commonwealth has been severely tried during 
the past few years, and to those who were in situations to know the diffi- 
culties to be overcome, it must be a source of gratitude that it has sustained 
itself so nobly, and that it has, during all these struggles, become more and 
more popular with the masses The citizens of Pennsylvania, to day, feel 
more than ever before, that our school system has hitherto been, and must 
hereafter be, the great saving element in our free institutions. The difiG- 
culties that have beset the system at times, seemed well nigh overpowering, 
and yet, in every instance, has it come out of the troubles with renewed 
vigor. The call for young men to fill up the ranks of the army drew away 
hundreds of our best teachers, and in many counties of the State, school 
houses were unoccupied for one or more years, because no person could be 
found to teach. In other cases, mere boys or girls were employed, merely 
to fill out the time. Houses that were wholly unfit for use, and destitute 
of all the conveniences and comforts that school houses should have, were 
used, because directors were not willing to increase the tax. Taxes in mauy 
districts were so burdensome, in consequence of the amounts raised to pay 
bounties, that directors felt it to be their duty to keep down the length of 
school term to the minimum allowed by law. 

The act of ISH^, by which school directors were required to levy and col- 
lect bounty tax, introduced into the school boards, in very many of the dis- 
tricts, dissatisfaction, controversy and party spirit Several boards were 
broken up by the resignation of all the members. No person in the district 
could be found to serve, and the school system was repudiated. 

As the tax was levied, collected and disbursed by the school officers, in 
many localities where this tax was not approved of, the whole unpopularity 
of the measure was directed against the school system. Happily, these 
difficulties have passed, and the aggregates of th« statistical reports, from 
the several districts for 1866, are evidence that the system has come out 
of her trials with renewed vigor, and is even now regaining all that was 
lost in three years of difficulty and despondency. 

Former Legislatures have been liberal in granting what has been asked 
for, but during the war, it was not deemed expedient to ask for any large 
increase of the appropriations. Now, however, the circumstances are more 
favorable, and the undersigned believes it to be his duty, and for the best 
interest of the Commonwealth, to recommend to the Legislature, an in- 
crease in the amoants given for educational purposes. Small appropria- 
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tions here, are not economy, bot extravagancies. This great interest which 
underlies the welfare of the State, the sacce&if and prosperity of which is 
vital to our existence a3 a free people, is commended to the fostering care 
of the Executive and the Legislature. 

C. R. COBURN, 

SupL Oomman Schools, 
HARRibBURG, October 15, 1866. 
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B6iue$»'^Eight new iioases hare beaa erected sliioe the date of mj-laet 
report. Of this number, Franklin and Hamiltonban hare each two, and 
Butler, Oxford and Reading each one. The one in Batler, at Center Mills, 
is a large, commodious and beautiful brick building, sapplfed with good 
furniture and ample black-board surface. Mr. J. O. Wearer, the oontractor 
and builder, resides in the v^icinity. is a warm friend of common schools, and 
took special pains to erect a building in every waj creditable to himself and 
the district The plan of the house is excellent, «nd the material tised in 
its construction of the best quality. In short, it is a model country aohool 
house. Directors, who contemplate building, should examine it. 

The other new houses erected are all good and snbstantilil ^edMoes. 
• Houses unJU, — ^We have still a number of houses unfit for school purposes. 
By reference to last year's report it will be seen where they are. 

There is one district, however, that deserves speoii^ mention in this con- 
nection, and that is Littlestown. This, a town of considerable sixe, wealth 
and enterprise, contains three schools, but cannot boast of a single pubtte 
school building fit for school purposes. The directors have rented the leotun 
room ef a church, and in this they manage to accommodate two of their 
schools. The other is kept in an old meanly furnished log cabin, located on 
an alley, in the out-skirts oi the town. It is the intention of the directors 
to put up a building larg^ enough to accommodate all their schools as soon as 
they get through with gprading and paving their streets, and all other im- 
portant matters now engrossing their attention. It is not a little strange 
that the people of a place which oontains so many fine private residences, 
churches, stores and hotels, and who are otherwise enterprixing and pro- 
gressive, should so long defer that which is of primary iaxportance. 
8 SoBOOL Sip. 
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In yarions districts new houses will be erected the present season. The 
spirit of improvement seems at length to have taken hold of the people, and 
they begin to think that good school honses are as necessary as good barns 
and stables. 

Houses Burnt. — Two houses were destroyed by fire during the year, the 
one in Franklin, caused by the bad practice of keeping hot ashes in the build- 
ing ; and the other in Menallen, supposed to have been the work of an incen« 
diary. In the place of the former, one has already been erected, and in the 
latter a new one will be ready for the fall term. 

Furniture. — ^The new houses are generally supplied with good, though 
for the most part, plain fhrniture, but many of the old ones are lamentably 
deficient in this particular. It it now pretty generally admitted that a school 
desk should be something more than a board fastened to the wall at a uni" 
form height, in such a way as to form a steep, inclined plane, at which it is 
utterly impossible for a child to learn to write. The opinion is fast gaining 
ground, that the school should be made as pleasant and attractive as the 
home ; and that to become so, it must have all the neoeesary appliances for 
comfort as well as for study. 

Schools. — The war has had a very depressing effect upon our schools, 
from which they have not yet fully recovered. On account of the high 
bounty taxes in many districts, directors unwisely shortened the term to 
the minimum length of four months, and also reduced the wages to the very 
lowest rates. 80 long as directors do not pay wages more commensurate 
with the toils, trials, difficulties and responsibilities of teaching, we must 
expect to have some poor schools. 

The majority of our schools were in the hands of conscientious, faithful 
teachers, who discharged their duties to the best of their ability. A few 
failures occurred during the winter, owing mainly to want of sufficient 
scholarship and executive ability. 

The only districts which had fall terms were Oumberland and Straban. 
In Gettysburg the school year is divided into two terms, of four and a half 
months each. 

ExtMiinations.'^My first public examination of teachers for the year was 
held in Gettysburg, in July, and all the others during the months of August 
and September. 

A second examination was held in Straban, to examine teachers for the 
winter term. 

Teachers being soanoe^the classes were generally very small. At four of 
my appointments not a single applicant appeared. 

The examinationls w^ere generally well attended by directors and othev 
friends of education. 

At the close of the poblicajLaminations teachers had been secured 
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only about one-half the schools. With much difficulty, and after much de- 
lay, all were supplied with teachers, though many of them were decidedly 
incompetent. Private examinations were so very frequent that for several 
months afterwards, scarcely a day passed that I was not called on to ex- 
amine one or more applicants. I have reason to know that teachers some- 
times took advantage of the scarcity, to shirk a public examination. At 
the request of directors, I renewed a few certificates. There is nothing in 
the law to justify this practice, and it should therefore be discontinued. 
By it the main object of the law is defeated. Directors and teachers should 
not ask a superintendent to do what they know he has no right to do. 

Teachers. — Our teachers are for the most part, young and inexperienced. 
As soon as they acquire a little skill and experience, they, as a general thing, 
go where their services are more appreciated and better rewarded, or aban- 
don the profession altogether. Many are forced to do this, because the low 
rates of wages paid in many districts, will not>fford them a living. The 
average salaries of males per month, last winter, was about twenty-six dol- 
lars, and the average of females, a fraction over twenty-three dollars. The 
highest average for males, forty dollars and seventy-seven cents, was paid 
in Gettysburg, and the next highest, thirty dollars, was paid in Oonewago 
and Hampton. The lowest average for males, twenty-one dollars and four- 
teen cents, was paid in Highland. The highest average per month for 
females, twenty-eight dollars and a half, was paid in Huntington, and the 
lowest, seventeen dollars and thirty-three cents, in Oxford. From this it 
will be seen that the compensation of teachers in this county is entirely in- 
adequate. Some very good teachers refuse to teach because they can make 
more by working as common day-laborers. A good teacher refused to teach 
last winter, because he was offered two dollars a day for making staves and 
shingles. Day laborers here get from a dollar and a half to two dollars, 
and mechanics get'from two to three dollars per day. I know a butcher-F 
boy that gets twenty dollars per month and board. This is indeed a de- 
plorable state of affairs. No wonder many of our better class teachers leave 
the county, or quit a profession that brings them but a scanty living. But 
there are men who think that the teacher who is employed for four or five 
months in the year, at twenty-five dollars a month, has a very good situa- 
tion. 

Tes, there are those in our midst who think that the man who receives a 
dollar a day for teaching, gets "Z^i^r" wages. Out of this scanty allowance 
many teachers are obliged to pay from $2 50 to $3 00 per week for board- 
ing. The teacher should receive a compensation that will more than barely 
afford him a respectable livelihood. Life has its vicissitudes for the teacher 
as well as for other classes of persons, and he should receive such a com- 
pensation as will enable him to lay by something for a "rainy day." 



36 ADAMS COUNTY. 

If teachers were better paid, and otherwise encouraged, many of them 
would qualifj themselves better for their work, and more thoroughly pre- 
pare themselves to bear the toils and difficulties, and assume the responsi- 
bilities of the teacher. The natural consequence of this unwise economy, 
on the part of directors, is to drive flrom the profession many whose 
qualifications, both natural and acquired, and whose activity and energy of 
character enable them to secure better rewards for their services in other 
callings, and whose services, for this reason, are most needed as teachers. 
Let me, in behalf of teachers, as well as the cause of common schools, ap- 
peal to the sense of Justice of directors, and urge them to give to teachers 
that support and encouragement which the importance of their work de- 
mands. 

Directors. — It affords me much pleasure to state that directors have ever 
manifested toward me the greatest kindness and respect, and as a general 
thing, seemed willing to co-operate with me in all measures calculated to 
promote the interests of the schools. They generalTy attended my public 
examinations, accompanied me in my visitations to the schools, and per- 
formed many other duties connected with an office which is at once the 
most important and responsible, and at the same time the most undesirable, 
in the gift of the people. But all are not so conscientious and philanthropic. 
Certain ones might be named who are avowed enemies of the system, who, 
under the plea of economy, are in favor of having as little school as possi- 
ble, and of reducing the wages to the very lowest living or starving rates, 
and who invariably favor the appointment of such teachers as offer their 
services for the least money, be they competent or incompetent. In their 
hostility they sometimes over-reach themselves and violate the law. Such 
was the case in several instances. 

To all such, I would say that gross neglect of duty and willful violations 
of law will hereafter not be tolerated. In my opinion, directors should 
receive compensation for their services, sufficient at least to pay them for 
their time. There is no good reason why other township officers should be 
remunerated for their time and services and not school directors. If there 
ever was a time when it was inexpedient to allow them compensation, that 
time is happily passed. I would suggest that the next Legislature be me- 
morialized to amend the law in this particular. 

Visitationa. — I commenced my visitations to the schools soon after their 
opening, and continued until they closed. Nearly every school was visited 
once, and many a second time, during the session. A few were not in ses- 
sion when I visited in those localities, and could not be reached afterwards 
without much inconvenience and loss of time to myself. In many districts, 
directors accompanied me. 

The OourUy In$tUut€ convened in Qettysburg, October K>th, and con- 
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tinned in session three days. The attendance was good throughout, about 
Beyenty-fire teachers answering to their names. 

At first the attendance was small, and the exercises not of a very inter- 
esting character, but as the meeting progressed it increased in interest and 
importance, until at its close, it was pronounced by all, as having been one 
of the most successful and profitable meetings of the kind ever held in the 
county. 

State Superintendent Coburn was with us a portion of the time, and by 
his presence and aid, contributed greatly to the interest and success of the 
meeting. He delivered a very excellent and able address on the "Qualifi- 
cations, duties and responsibilities of the teacher. '^ 

Prof. Lynn, of Kewville, also delivered an address, that was weU received, 
for its sound, practical, views and wholesome advice to teachers. 

During the afternoon of the second day's session, the members of the as- 
sociation availed themselves of a very kind invitation from the faculty of 
Pennsylvania college, to visit the halls, libraries and grounds of their insti- 
tution; and, in the evening, by invitation, they repaired to the College 
chapel, where they were treated to a very interesting and instructive lec- 
ture on the principles of Physical Science, as connected with the occupations 
and phenomena of every-day life, by Prof. Mayer, of Pennsylvania college. 
The lecture was illustrated throughout, by means of new and costly philo- 
sophical apparatus. 

ConclusioTL — The war being over, it is to be hoped our schools wiU speed- 
ily become more prosperous than even before the war. To effect this, let 
us all exert ourselves to the utmost. Much has been done, and much re- 
mains to be done. I would here return my sincere thanks to all, for the 
kindness and courtesy extended to me on all occasions. 



ALLEGHENY COUNTY.— A. T. Douthitt. 

School Holies. — Ten new houses have been built during the year and one 
old house purchased and refitted, for school purposes. The districts having 
new houses, are as follow, viz : Baldwin, one ; a neat and comfortable 
frame house, fnmished in the most approved style, with single desk and 
chair, and supplied with a fine set of oat-line maps; size of lot, 'one acre ; 
total cost of house, lot and furniture, $1,593 30. Chartiers, one; a first 
class frame house, fbrnished in the most approved style; size of lot, one acre; 
total cost of house and lot, $2,150. Jefferson, one ; a good frame building, 
total cost of house and k>t, $1,450. M^Clare, one ; frame, but entirely too 
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small to accommodate the namber of ckildreB ia the district ; cost $609. 
Robinson, two ; these houses are neat and comfortable buildings, each cost 
of houses and furniture $3,500. Ross, one ; a first class frame boose, fur- 
niture in the modern style ; size of lot one acre^ cost of house, lot and furni- 
ture, $2,808. Scott, one ; a number one frame house, furnished with single 
desk and chair; siae of lot, one acre; cost of house, lot and furniture, $2,200 45. 
Shaler, #ne ; a first class brick house; furniture,, neat double desks; siae of 
lot half an acre; cost of house, lot and furniture $2,300. Versailles, one; 
a good frame house ; cost of house about $1,700. The directors of Liberty 
hare purchased the spacious mansion known as the Beitler hotel, at a cost 
of $10,500, and are converting it into a graded school house, and are fur- 
nishing it in the most approved style. It will be seen that ten new school 
buildings have been provided during the year, at a cost of about $27,191 75^ 
and it affords me pleasure to report, that in almost every instance, in tfte 
selection of locations, and erection of school edifices, direet reference was 
had to convenience of access, suitability of surroundings and healthiness. 
Such has been the care with which these houses have been located and built» 
as to commend them to directors of adjoining districts, and render them an 
ornament to the neighborhood. In short, we feel that in a few years of 
such marked improvement, in the way of furnishing school houses, we can 
report our county as not having a single bad bouse. 

Furniture, — We regret to say that not a single instance can we report 
where old, dilapidated, unsuitable and defaced furniture, has given place to 
that of modern style, notwithstanding there are quite a number of houses^ 
which if re-furnished, would be very comfortable. I will here take the lib- 
erty of suggesting the kind of furniture and appurtenances which should be 
found in every school : First, the furniture should be so graded, as to suit 
pupils of all sizes, so that each child, when seated, can have his feet resting 
on the floor, and should be so arranged as to face the teacher. No furniture 
should be introduced requiring more than two pupils to sit at one desk, and 
in that case each should have a single chair, firmly fastened to the floor. 
Second, recitation seats, with backs, should be provided and movable. 
Third, a platform, a few feet wide, should extend across the room, on which 
should be placed the recitation seats. Fourth, a sufficient quantity of black- 
board surface for the accommodation of the pupils. Fifth, a desk and chair 
for the teacher. Appurtenances, such as follows, should be furnished : A 
bucket, for water; a wash basin and towels, a cup, broom, coal box and a 
shovel, ^bout three-fourths of the school houses are without one or more 
of these. I would mention, in addition to these, tJnat every school house 
should be supplied with the following articles : 1st. A clock, by which 
the opening and closing of the schools, together with all ita exercises, may 
be conducted. 2d. An evaporating dish for the stove, which should be sup- 
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plied with pure, clean water. 3d. A thermometer, by which the tempera- 
ture of the room may be regalated. For want of those, much inconTenienee, 
as well as a want of comfort^ on the part of both teacher and pupils, is daily 
experienced. 

Schools Oraded, Olaasijied and Unclassified — Whole number, 590; of 
these 274 are well graded, and forty are partially graded. Of the remain, 
ing 276, one hundred and seventy-six have a very good classification, the 
other hundred are only imperfectly classified, or not classified at all, and 
this is in consequence of the great variety of text-books tolerated and used. 
Such is the damaging effects upon the schools, that we think some measures 
should be adopted whereby each district should be compelled to have a uni- 
form series of books, thus lessening the labors of the teacher and greatly 
benefiting the pupils. Two hundred and ten schools have, in addition to 
the branches enumerated in the provisional certificate, had one or more of 
the following branches taught in them, viz : Constitution and Bistory of 
the United States, Physiology, Philosophy, Algebra, Geometry, Astrono- 
my, Book-keeping, Declamation and Composition. 

ExaminaUons, — Whole number of public examinations held 37; office 
12 ; applicants examined 766 ; number of provisional certificates granted 
508; professional 10; applicants rejected 248; certificates renewed and 
endorsed 13 ; The endorsed certificates were the professionals of the city of 
Pittsburg. Those renewed were those of persons holding professional grade 
in scholarship, but who had not had sufficient practice in the art of teaching 
to justify us in granting the full professional certificate. The lowest figure 
used on the provisional certificate was 4 ; but this number was used only 
on such certificates as were granted for a term of four or six months. It 
will be seen from the above report, that the number of certificates, renewed 
and endorsed, only exceed the number necessary to supply the schools, by 
eleven. We still continue to examine the applicants by a combination of 
the written and oral methods, always having a sufficient part of the exami- 
nation on arithmetic, grammar and geography; oral to enable directors and 
the audience to judge for themselves of the applicant's qualifications, while 
the written method tests his ability in orthography and composition. 

InstUtUes. — Several townships organized institutes shortly after the open- 
ing of their schools, many of which at first gave promise of great usefulness, 
but through the neglect of some, and the indifference of other teachers, these 
almost inestimable auxiliaries of our public schools, in many instances, were 
suffered to fall into disuse. Scott and Robinson* townships deserve official 
commendation for the manner in which they conducted their institutes 
throughout the term. Such was the spirit and interest with which they 
were conducted, as to satisfy every friend of public school education that 
all that is necessary to make these auxiliaries invaluable, is energy upon 
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the part of the teachera, and a hearty eo-operation apon the part of the di- 
rectora. Bach baa been the beneficial effect of these institntea upon the 
schools of Bobinson township, that the directors would as soon think of dis> 
pensing with two days' teaching as to abolish the institute. We eamestlj 
hope that other districts, seeing the good work accomplished by these insti- 
tntes, may say to their teachers, go and do likewise. One county institute 
was held in the city of Pittsburg during the first week of April, and it was 
one of the best oyer held in the county, and was attended by oyer three 
hundred teacher& 

Oiher AgencieB, — Of the many educational institutions in our county, of 
a higher grade than common school, we may mention Gurry's Normal In- 
stitute, a school whose specific object is the qualification of teachers, and 
which has an attendance of over three hundred pupils a year. The Western 
University, with an attendance of over two hundred and fifty pupils a year. 
Female college, Newell's English and Classical academy and Pryor's Classx- 
oal and Commercial school, all of which are well patronized, and exerting 
am influence in their appropiate sphere. 

Progress. — Improvement in many of our schools was never more apparent 
than during the present year ; and owing to the increased interest in the 
cause of education, the demand for first class teachers was never so great 
as at present. It is true, that many of the schools could not be opened at 
the proper time, for want of a sufficient number of teachers holding the re- 
quired grade of certificates, and this want is occasioned by an insufficiency 
of salyy, as many of our best teachers are constantly leaving the profes* 
sion to enter more lucrative employments. Since no business can prosper 
wiiich is constantly changing hands, it is earnestly hoped that directors 
will offer such salaries as will secure and retain the services of well qualified 
teachera. 

Femaie Teao/^rf.-«Our female teachera are generally succeeding well, 
aond are receiving that encouragement firom both directors and the liberal 
minded public, which enables them to engage in the work of school instrue- 
tion with leal and energy. Such has been their success in the work assigned 
them, as to impress the public with the idea, that they are an indispensable 
dement in the teaching force of our county. It would be doing injustice to 
a large portion of our teachers not to report the fact, that they have been 
earnest in their efforts at self improvement, and for this, they deserve the 
highest official commendation. 

0<melu9Um. — It is doubtless true that the safety of our Republic depends 
upon the education of the people, as the late fearful struggle to maintain 
our National existence clearly demonstrates. This may startle some, and 
be, treated lightly by others, but nevertheless the wise and considerate states* 
man will at once acknowledge, that the safety and permanence of our in* 
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stitutionB are onlj to be committed to the hands of intelligent keepers; hence 
we urge npon all eohool officers, the neceasity of making the most liberal 
promion for the education of every child in oar land. 
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The nnmber of appUcante at the public examinations was considerably 
lees than the nnmber of schools. By examining privately, renewing and in- 
dorsing the certificates of such as I was satisfied were competent, and the 
employment of some who hold professional certlftcates, all the schools were 
finally supplied with teachers. My mode of examining was similar to that 
mentioned in my last report I invariably took the standard prescribed by 
the State Department, as my guide, in fixing the gprades, which I fixed as 
high as my judgment and conscience would permit. I granted 213 provi- 
sional, but no professional certificates. 

Zlsoc^ers.— Ninety-nine male and one hundred and twenty-six female 
teachers were employed, of whom sixty-six had had less than one year's ex- 
perience in teaching. A few need to improve much by experience. If they 
shoold not, they had better abandon this important branch of the public 
service. A considerable majority discharge their responsible duties with 
commendable skill, efficiency and fidelity. A goodly number are excellent 
teachers, and seem anxious to enhance their qualifications for their useful 
and humble vocation. 

I regret that the generally satisfactory aspect of sehool affairs was some- 
what marred by difficulties in a few localities which, so far as I could learn, 
resulted i^om unfavorable extraneous infiuences, as much as from want of 
prudence, competency, or skill on the part of the teachers. 

VuiioHons. — The roads, most of. the time during my visitations, were bad, 
and the weather inclement. Hence my progress was impeded, and I was 
prevented from visiting a few schools which I expected to reach before 
they closed. A few others were temporarily closed when I was in their 
vicinities, and before I could return to them their term had expired. I 
made 241 visits, the average length of each being 1| hours. Directors ac- 
companied me in 31, and citizens in 28 visits. After listening to recita- 
tions, occasionally taking part in the instruction of classes, ascertaining the 
coarse and method of instruction and the branches taught, and collecting 
the required statistics, I spent from one-half to three-quarters of an hour in 
addressing the scholars, on such topics as seemed to me to be practical and 
useftil. 
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Ab I wished to see the schools in their everj-day condition, I did not 
giro the teachers notice when I woald visit them. As a general thing, my 
visits were anexpected at the time they were made, and a desire ezpressed 
for me to call again. 

Schools. — They were, with comparatively few exceptions, in a prosper- 
ous and improving condition. The attendance in many of them was larger 
than it had previously been. A great majority of pupils are young. They 
generally made reasonable progress in the branches which they studied. 
Algebra, history, vocal music, &e.» were taught in about the same number 
as I have heretofore reported. Three new schools were established, viz : 
One in Madison, one in Manor, and one in Red Bank. The Bible was read 
daily in 203. In a small number there where other appropriate religions 
exercises, from which, sotar as I could discover, sectarianism was excluded. 

District Institutes — The only districts in which these were regularly held, 
are North Buffalo, South Buffalo, Burrell, Cowanshannock, Manor and Val- 
ley. I attended one meeting of the institute in North Buffalo, one in Bar* 
roll and one in Valley. It was impracticable for me to attend any others. 
The one in Burrell consisted both of the teachers and a certain number of 
pupils detailed from their respective schools. These pupils were formed 
into classes for class drills, and to some of them performances in composi- 
tion and declamation were assigned. I regard the combining of pnpils 
with teachers in such institutes as an excellent feature. It had the effect, 
in that instance, of stimulating the pupils of those schools to study more at- 
tentively and closely, and to be pains-taking in preparing their performances, 
in order that they may excel on the day of the institute. Classes formed 
of pupils, are better adapted for class drills than those formed of teachers. 
Parents are naturally interested in what their children do on such occasions. 
Hence that institute was well attended by those who were not members. 

Circumstances, beyond my control, prevented the holding of a county in- 
stitute, which I expected would have been held sometime during the winter. 

[mprovemenis. — New frame school houses were erected as follows, viz : 
One in North Buffalo, one in South Buffalo, two in Brady's Bend, three in 
Mahoning, one in Pine, one in Valley, one in Manor and one in Washing- 
ton districts, at an aggregate cost of $9,208 99. They are of adequate 
size, and furnished with good pine desks and seats. Those in Brady's Bend 
and Mahoning surpass the others in finish, furnishing and air of cheerful- 
ness. The ceiling of the one in Washington is too low. Initiative steps 
have been taken to erect a three story brick school house in Kittanning 
borough, sufficiently capacious to accommodate several hundred pupils, and 
to supply it with suitable furniture. The schools of Allegheny and Apollo 
districts were furnished with charts, representing the motions of the planets. 

Without devoting much time to the consideration of private and select 
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schools, academies and collegesi I remark that I have not discovered that 
well conducted schools of the kind first mentioned have exerted an unfavora* 
ble influence upon the common schools in this county. The several acade- 
mies have been, for several years, valuable auxiliaries in preparing common 
school teachers for their calling. I have no doubt that the employment of 
unqualified teachers in subscription schools, so common in the summer in 
rural districts, has had the effect, in many instances, of neutralizing the 
good accomplished by thorough, correct teaching in the common schools, 
and of causing very young pupils to acquire improper habits in the rudi- 
mental part of their education. Too many parents are deluded with the 
idea that almost any one is capable of teaching little children. The truth is, 
they especially need skillful, faithful, attentive teachers to aid them in lay- 
ing a good foundation. Their early habits and impressions, whether cor* 
rect or erroneous, cannot easily be eradicated. If the foundation work of 
education be defective, the superstructure will be of Uttle worth. 

I apprehend that one good effect of subjecting these private educational 
agencies to the school system of the State, would be to elevate the common 
schools in the estimation of a portion of the people who imagine that pay 
schools are better in all respects than free schools, whether that be really 
the case or not. Such might not then be disposed to depreciate the latter 
as they do. 

I do not purpose to considei what effective measures, other than a com- 
pulsory law, can be adopted to bring free and pay schools under one and 
the same system. Whether such a law could be sustained without amend- 
ing the organic law, is questionable. Free schools were established, and 
they are partially maintained by the State, in obedience to a command in 
the Constitution. The State, then, very properly has a voice in controlling 
their supervision and management. In the absence of the expressed will 
of the people, would it be competent for the Legislature to assume the con- 
trol of private or pay schools any more than that of other branches of legis- 
lative business carried on by individuals ? I do not see clearly how such 
schools can be subjected, unless by express decree of the people, to the re* 
gime of the public school system, without the consent of those who founded 
them, or under whose control they now are. 

As irregular attendance is a great impediment to the progress of pupils 
in acquiring knowledge, all effective, judicious measures to remedy it should 
be tried. Among such, are the providing of comfortable school houses, 
suitable furniture, skillful, efficient, faithful, attractive teachers, and paren- 
tal co-operation. Many parents need to appreciate more fully than they 
do, the great evil resulting to their children from their irregular, and the 
lasting benefits which they would derive from their regular attendance. 
The fault of irregular attendance is mainly attributable to a want of such 
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appreciation and the laxity of parental authority. Parents who are negli- 
gent or indifferent about this matter, need to be reminded, convinced that 
the good of their children and a ftill return for their annual outlay of money 
in the purchase of scheol books, payment of taxes and other expenses in- 
curred for educational purposes, devolve upon them the duty of aiding in 
the accomplishment of this important object. Their lack of hearty co-opera- 
tion cannot but neutralize salutary rules and other measures that may be 
adopted by directors and teachers. 

All who desire the young to progress in useful knowledge, whether they 
directly or officially exercise any of the functions of the school system or 
not, can do something, by prudent efforts, to persuade their careless neigh- 
bors to do their duty to their children by requiring them to be regular in 
their attendance, unless prevented by sickness or other unavoidable cause. 
This matter has so important a bearing upon the welfare of the rising gen- 
eration, and the future good of society, that I beg leave to intimate, that it 
is incumbent upon all clergymen to occasionally direct the serious attention 
of their congregations to this, and cognate duties. I here reiterate the sug- 
gestion which I made in various localities, that efforts be made by teachers 
and others to induce the people generally to subscribe, either singly, or in 
clubs of about four, for the School Journal, or some other good educational - 
magazine. The monthly reading of such a periodical would, it seems to 
me, arouse and keep alive the interests of tife lukewarm in the prosperity 
of the schools, and thus they, too, would become effioient co-workers in 
effecting a more regular attendance, and in promoting the general cause of 
education. 

Some teachers accomplished much in securhig regular attendance, by 
having a short exercise in music at the opening of their schools in the morn- 
ing and afternoon. I occasionally suggested to those not qualified to teach 
music, that the next best means of attracting their pupils punctually and 
regularly to school, would be to select some amusing, yet instructive ance* 
dote or story, to relate or read to them among the opening exercises of each 
day; something fresh, out of the ordinary routine, wearing the charm of 
novelty. 

Some years ago, when I was a member of the school board in Eittanning 
borough, truancy had become quite too prevalent in the schools in that dis- 
trict. Severe punishment had ceased to be effective in checking it. The 
board adopted a rule that if any scholar should be absent a g^ven number 
of times, without written excuse from his parents, he should be suspended, 
but eould be re-admitted by getting a permit from the president of the 
board. The teachers were enjoined to enforce the rule rigidly and impar- 
tially. Those who continued to indulge in their truaney, were sent home 
with their books. They could endure a flogging— they had become used to 
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that—bat they were startled when the penalty of baniabment war inflicted, 
and ihej knew that their parents must become acquainted with the cause. 
Their parents were at first inclined to complain, but when they came to un- 
derstand the reason and necessity of the rule, they cheerfully acquiesced, 
and co-operated with the directors and teachers in enforcing it. While it 
was in force, there was little or no truancy. 

If the foregoing and all other persuasive means fail to induce a portion 
to voluntarily exercise and ei^y the educational privileges and advantages 
within their reach, it is at least debatable, whether it would be expedient 
to attempt to force them to do so by legislative enactments. Although I 
have heard the opinion expressed, in various parts of this county, that the 
school law ought to be stringent enough to compel all of proper age to at- 
tend school, still I doubt whether the public mind is yet prepared to appre- 
ciate and sustain compulsory legislation to effect so important an object as 
regular attendance. 

Since 1790, a period of seventy-six years, the people of this Common- 
wealth have ei^oined upon the Legislature the duty of providing '* by law 
for the establishment of schools throughout the State, in such manner that 
the poor may be taught grcUu^ The people have, by their ballots, twice 
ratified that provision. They have made a firm and stablojdecree, that there 
shall be such a system of public schools as will not debar any, not even those 
who are too poor to pay tuition fees, from the benefits of education. The 
Constitution in spirit declares, that the Legislature 9hall — ^it commanda — 
establish such a school system, that all may — it does not command any tc^— 
enjoy its advantages. The Legislature, in obedience to that command, has 
provided such a system, and prescribed the means for maintaining it, but 
the query arises, has the Legislature the constitutional power to command 
any portion of the people to avail themselves of .the privileges and advan- 
tages which that excellent system proffers to them ? Unless the words, 
" may be taught," in the first section of the seventh article of the Consti- 
tution, are used in an imperative sense — and they do not appear to be — it 
would seem that the matter of attending or not attending school was left 
by the framers of the Constitution to the option of parents, who are sup- 
posed to have by nature so deep and abiding an interest in the welfiare of 
their children, as to prompt them to exercise their parental authority so vig- 
orously as to cause their children to reap the full benefits of such school 
system as might be provided. If so, I can not see hqw any but persuasive 
means and motives of interest can be resorted to for securing regular attend- 
ance, until the ;organic law be amended — until the people so decree. Even 
if attendance were thus made compulsory, many would still go to. school 
very reluctantly, not so much to comply with the real intent and spirit, as 
with the mere letter of the law. Those who cannot, or who will not, appreci- 
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ate the great benefits of edncation, woald not be likely to become devoted to 
the acqaisition of knowledge bj the compalaorj process. 

Comparison. — I will now attempt to institute a comparison between the 
present condition of the schools in this conntj and the one that existed at 
the commencement of mj official duties, which was in the fall of 1856, or the 
last year of first term of the county superintendency. 

There are now 9, then there were 41 uncomfortable log houses ; now 201^ 
then 154 frame ; now 3, then 2 brick. The brick one built during the last 
ten years, is two stories high and adapted to a graded school of four depart- 
ments ; the frame ones built, during that period, are generally more substan- 
tial and comfortable than those previously built, still it is to be Tegretted 
that the ceilings of some of them are too low ; there is now a much larger 
extent of black-board surface than there was ; nearly a hundred more school 
rooms are now furnished with out-line maps than were then ; in most of 
them the furniture is more suitable than it used to be, and in some of the 
older houses it has been improved by altering and remodeling. 

Nearly all the teachers, when I commenced examining them, were defi- 
cient in the knowledge of the elementary sounds of the letters, and had no 
conception of its essential use in all vocal exercises ; their knowledge of the 
rudimental principles of the various branches was by no means accurate, 
but now the instances of such deficiency are exceptional ; their methods of 
conducting class exercises and imparting instruction are more systematic 
and precise than they were ; their government of the schools is generally 
better than it was ; the pupils are less disposed, except in a few localities, 
to rebel against the teacher's authority than formerly ; whispering, that 
vexatious vice of the school room, is far less prevalent; mental arithmetic, 
which was then taught in hardly any of the schools, is now taught in nearly 
all ; geography and grammar are now taught in a considerably larger num- 
ber of schools than formerly, yet those studying these branches are less 
numerous than is desirable ; in short, the general aspect of educational mat- 
ters is brighter, more encouraging that it was. 

These favorable changes are, in a great measure, due to the efforts of 
teachers to improve themselves by resorting to the best schools within their 
reach, by studying professional works on teaching, reading educational 
journals, attending institutes and thus deriving something practical and 
useful from those who conducted them, and from one another, by their 
b^ng subjected to searching, instructive examinations and official supervi- 
sion, and by improvements in school houses and furniture. 

The hindrances in the way of greater progress are the shortness of the 
school term in nearly all the districts, and the want of other inducements to 
make teaching a more permanent business than it is ; the too great lack of 
co-operation on the part of parents in securing the punctual and regular at- 
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tendance of their children ; the want of nnanimitj or the existence of fac- 
tions, in some localities, which oaases those of one faction to oppose teach* 
ers whom the other faction see fit to sustain ; the want of apparatus and, 
in some instances, of more capacious school rooms ; the non-grading of some 
large miscellaneous schools that ought to be graded, and the too precarious 
supply of thoroughly qualified teachers. It is in the power of the people to 
remore all these hindrances; the law is very accommodating in this respect; 
if thej will it, they can have all their educational wants supplied. 

My grateful acknowledgments are due to those who were pleased to ex- 
tend to me gentle courtesy and generous hospitality while on my tours of 
official duty. 
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School J7ou««0.-^There were six new houses built. One in South Beaver, 
one in North Sewickly, two in Independence, one in Olasgow and one in 
NeePs independent district. The first two are stone, the last four frame. 
They are all first class houses, beiug large, commodious and furnished with 
suitable desks and ample black-board surface. The sites selected for the 
two in Independence, are entirely unfit, there being barely room to set the 
houses, without leaving any suitable play ground. It certainly would be 
better to have the school house half a mile from the centre, and have a 
healthy, pleasant location, with suitable ground for play and exercise. It is 
not enough that the house be constructed so as to be healthy, comfortable 
and convenient; but it should be remembered Uiat suitable grounds for ex- 
ercise are indispensable. While it is true that the mental faculties grow 
and strengthen by study, it is not less true that the proper and healthy de- 
velopment of the physical powers, requires favorable opportunities for ex- 
ercise. 

The school directors of Independence deserve special notice for the good 
liouses erected, and for their persevering energy during the last three years. 
This district, in point of wealth and improvement, is below many others in 
the county ; and yet its houses, five of which were built within the last two 
years, are excelled only by those of Brighton district, the best in the coun- 
ty. It is time that Hanover, Green, Raccoon, Economy, North Sewickly 
and Chippewa would wake up. 

The Darlington academy, in the borough of Darlington, was leased for a 
term of 20 years, and refitted and refurnished for the common school. 

School GhrouMs. — These remain about the same as last reported. There 
is not one house, in any rural district, inclosed, and play ground improved. 
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I cannot anderetand why it is that parents, generally, are bo particnlar about 
improving the grounds around their residences, by inclosing, planting shade 
and ornamental trees, &e., but do not display the same taste and love of 
the beautiful around Uieir school houses. The influence for good ariBing 
from suitably improved and ornamented schod grounds, would be very 
great. Our surroundings have a great deal to do in forming our tastes, 
habits, and In making moral impressions. But aside firom this, there is an 
attractiveness presented by the well improved school ground, that makes it 
a place that pupils will love to Sequent. They are not insensible to ol\}ects 
of beauty and admiration, and the more we labor to make the school house 
and its surroundings pleasant, healthful and attractive, the more may we 
expect them to love their school and delight in its exercises. 

School directors, in building new houses, should not consider the work 
completed until they are inclosed by a neat, substantial fence, the grounds 
improved and shade trees planted. 

Schools — All the schools were opened, except one in Hookstown ; and 
were generally taught in a manner satisfitctory to parents and school offi- 
cers. A very marked improvement was to be seen in many of them in re* 
gard to order, progress and classification; while some of them fell short in 
these things. 

The employment of inexperienced teachers, in the private schools, during 
the summer, injured the classification, destroyed order and retarded pro- 
gress in some of the schools. It is recommended that the law be more 
strictly complied with in future. We are pleased to learn that many of the 
school boards positively reflise to give the houses t^ unliceased teachers, 
for private schools. 

It is the custom in some districts to divide the term into fall and winter 
schools ; and the fall term is often taught by one who does not intend to 
teach the winter school, and consequently a new teacher must be employed. 
As a general thing, the fall school is two and a half months, and the winter 
term three months. Thus it will be evident to any one, when a new teacher 
is employed for each term, that we cannot expect as good progress as when 
one teacher is employed for the entire term. 

Irregular attendance was one of the greatest hindrances to progress. 
This existed to the greatest extent in the country schools. Such irregulari- 
ty as was found in many schools, should not be tolerated. Such delinquents 
noi only stand in the way of their own improvement, but they «eriou8ly 
affect the progpress of others, and discourage the teacher. Justice to all par- 
ties demands that such pupils should be compelled to attend regularly, or 
give satisfactory reasons for absence. 

The Bible was read in all the schools, and moral instruction was given by 
a majority of the teachers. 
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TMcA^rt.— .A0 O0aal, these were scarce, and it was with diffionlty that 
the schools could be filled. 8eventj-one males and ninetj-seren females 
were employed daring the winter term. Of these, fort j-fonr had no prerioas 
experience; eighty-two had taught less than one year; ten had attended 
Normal schools ; one hundred and nineteen had read professional books ; 
one hundred and thirty gave general satisfaction ; thirty-one medium, and 
there were seven failures. The number of young and inexperienced teachers 
was gpreater than formerly reported ; jet their success was better than anti- 
cipated. The efforts made by them, generally exceeded that of some of the 
more experienced teachers, which accounts for their success. It is not the 
po^femon of literary and natural qualifications aUme that constitutes the 
successful teacher, but the disposition to use these faithfully and skillfully, 
an entire consecration to the work and a determination to succeed. They 
may be divided into three classes with regard to efficiency : 

1st Those who, from a lovo of the calling, a desire to do good and pro 
mote the highest interests of the rising generation, have resolved to make 
teaching their business. These deserve the highest encomiums of praise, 
and the most liberal support f^om the people. 

2d. Those who are not teaching from choice, but necessity ; on whom the 
hours hang heavily and whose report shows only fifty per cent, of an avei::a^e 
attendance; and are heard complaining about the lack of interest and habitB 
of idleness in their schools. It is well for the cause that their stay with us is 
but temporary. 

3d. Those who are young and inexperienced, merely experimenters. 
They have only a limited knowledge of the branches to be taught^ know 
but little of human nature, have never attended a Normal school, have read 
no works on teaching and are only fit to be taught themselve& It is as- 
tonishing that so many of the latter class are allowed to take charge of 
schools ; but it will be so just as long as well qualified teachers are obliged 
to abandon the business for a more remunerative employment Parents 
surely are not awake to their true interests, when they prefer sending their 
children to such teachers, rather than pay good salaries and secure efficient 
teachers. We are sometimes inclined to doubt the sincerity of men, when 
they talk to us about the inestimable value of a good education, and then 
see them adopt a course subversive of its best interests and highest aims. 

The experience and statistics of the past show that there is a continual 
draft upon the teachers' ranks from other avocations ; and when we have 
no surplus teachers, we are obliged to license some who are unfit to teacb, 
or leave the schools vacant. 

Examinations — These were conducted as formerly, and were fVequently 
attended by parents and others. School directors did not attend as many 
of these meetings aia thcf should have done. It is not only necessary that 
4f School Bxp. 
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they shoald hear their teachers examined, but they afaoald be present to 
confer with the saperintendent in regard to these teachers and schools, and 
adopt such measures as will secare the welfare of both. Without their co« 
operation much of the labors of the county superintendent will be lost 

Private examinations were positively refused, unless the applicant was 
sick, or necessarily absent from houM at the time of holding the public ex- 
aminations. With a view to raising the standard of qnalifications, by ex- 
cluding incompetent teachers, many were refused eertifieates, and others 
discouraged from making application. 

The public examinations were held in September and October, and in such 
districts in the spring as desired to open private schools. Since this plan 
was adopted, there were not so many teaching private sehoote without eer- 
iificates. 

Professional Beading. — The disposition of teachers to read works on 
teaching is improving very much. There was more professional reading 
since last report, than in the two previous years. The ini|airy is eontinu- 
ally being made for good works on teaching, and when obtained, an efforl 
is made to practice their teachings. 

VisikUions.'^Two hundred and seventeen visits were made, averaging 
two hours each. All the schools were visited, except four, which had not 
opened or were suspended when the other schools in the district were visit- 
ed. School directors and citizens frequently accompanied me. In a minor- 
ity of schools, the district registers did not show as many visits firom school 
directors and parents as they should have done, while in some, the visits 
were frequent. One register showed twenty visits from citizens during the 
term. Where the schools were most interesting and prosperous, the visits 
were generally most frequent. 

I did not often allow the teacher to deviate from his regular programme 
of exercises. After spending sufficient time in this way to see the order 
and classification of the school, and learn the teacher's ability to govern and 
impart instruction, special classes were sometimes called. After the ex- 
amination of the school, and taking the required statistical notes, such sug- 
gestions wer^ made to the teacher as were deemed necessary, which were 
always well received. 

It is difficult to say what length of time should be spent in each school. 
This depends entirely upon the condition of the school, which can only be 
known when making the visit. If the school is not well organized and in 
good working order, the visit may be prolonged to advantage ; but when the 
teacher understands his business and is teaching efficiently and successfully, 
less time may be spent. In such schools, the highest aims and expectations 
of school officers have been gained ; and after words of approval and en- 
couragemeat, the visit may end. If it were possible to make a visit of an 
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hour near the opening of the school, and one of one an a half hoars before 
the closing of the term, it donbtless would resnlt in greater benefit to the 
schools, and be more satisfttctory to the superintendent, than when bnt one 
Tisit of half a day is made ; bnt the shortness of the term and the distance 
the schools are apart, render it impracticable. 

Five educational meetings were held in different parts of the county, and 
I delivered addresses to the people, designed to awaken a deeper interest in 
education, and create a more enlightened public sentiment in regard to the 
demands of public schools. These meeting were well attended, and a good 
degree of Interest manifested. At some of them the schools gave us a plea- 
sant entertainment with rocal music, which added to the interest of the 
meetings. 

County Institute. — ^The annual session of the county institute was held 
at Rochester, in October, and continued in session 4* days. The attendance 
of teachers was not large, but respectable. The element was there that is 
always sure to make an institute interesting and profitable, that is, the 
working, energetic^ professional teachers. There were a great many teach- 
ers absent, who needed the instructions of that institute, and who could not 
give satisfactory reasons for their absence. It could not be because it was 
expensive, for previous notice was given that a free entertainment would 
be extended to members of the institute, by the citizens; and it was done in 
the most satisfoctory manner, through the influence of the school directors 
of the borough. Delinquent teachers must remember that we will endeavor 
to make it disreputable for them to stay away from the county institute, es- 
pecially when they get free entertainment. 

Prof. R. T. Taylor, of the Beaver Female seminary; Ptof. B. 0. M'Clin- 
tock, of the North Western Normal school, at Bdinboro', and Dr. J. C. 
Jackson were present and contributed largely, by their influence, instruc- 
tions and addresses, to the success of the institute. Reverends J. D. Glenn, 
W. 6. Taylor, D. P. Lowry and J. G. Wood w«re present, and gave us as- 
surances that we would have their hearty co-operation, in their labors with 
their respective charges, for the promotion of the cause of education. 

Remarks, — In taking a retrospect of the past year, we are encouraged to 
be hopeful of the future. Public sentiment is more favorable to universal 
education than at any former period. Our statistical report shows a large 
increase on the amount paid for private schools last year, besides there- 
were four good select schools supported at different points in the county. 
These, together with Prof. Taylor's Female seminary and the Beaver acade- 
my, at the county seat, and the Union schools of New Brighton, Rocbepter, 
Beaver, Bridge water. Freedom and others, are valuable auxiliarieain pre- 
paring teachers. Their benign influence is also doing much to dispel the.: 
clouds of ignorance and prejudice that have gathered around us. 
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It is enooaraging to know that the unerring teachings of the past, and 
the principles of moral philosophy, farnish the most concinsive eFidenoCi 
that false theories and erroneous practices must all yield before the edu- 
cated intellect and the enlightened conscience. It is ours "to labor and to 
wait." As "truth is mighty and will prevail,'^ because the eternal yean 
of Ood are hers, so these improvements and reforms in educational de- 
partments, for which we are laboring, must ere long rise triumphantly 
above all that ephemeral train of impediments and obstructions, in the way 
of progress, and we should know that the proximity of that time, and the 
achievement of such noble ends, will be in proportion to our earnestness, 
energy and persevering labors in the cause which we have espoused. Wbo 
then should.be discouraged because he cannot get all the improvements, and 
progress as fast as he desires ? If we cannot get all for which we ask, let 
us receive what is granted us, and make such good use of it that we will 
be strengthened for our next aggressive movement. And thus one evil after 
another will give way before indubitable energy and perseverance, until 
the claims of the teacher have been acknowledged, the conmion achools ele- 
vated, and no one will be considered fit to discharge his duty as a parent, 
citizen or christian, without a thorough education. 

My grateful acknowledgments are due to the officers of the Department 
of Common Schools, for their promptness in the transaction of official bust* 
ness ; to teachers, for the courtesy extended to me on all occasions, and to 
parents and school directors, for their co-operation and kind hospitalities. 
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The war has been a trying ordeal to the school system every where. It 
was especially severe in this county, and in others similarly circumstanced. 
I spoke of this subject, at length, in my last report, and to it the reader is 
referred. I shall only add, here, that no considerable progress could be rea- 
sonably expected. Little more could be looked for than that the schools 
should not retrograde. Thus much, I think, has been accomplished; and in 
a few particulars substantial progress has been made. During the last three 
years nearly all the schools have been supplied with Cornell's out- line maps; 
and I have reason to think that, before the opening of the next term, all 
will be supplied, except those in Liberty, where they have a heavy boun^ 
debt About sixty have also been supplied with Osgood's Primary cards 
and Ellsworth's Penmanship charts. Many good houses have been erected, 
and others have been repaired and re-furnished. Opposition is leas boM 
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and open. Few now have the hardihood to declare themeelTes openly op- 
posed to the BjBtem. Most of those who are, at heart, opposed to it, and 
would wUlinglj wreck the hopes of the rising generation to sa^e a few dol- 
lars for their own pockets, no longer yentnre to come oat openlj; but they 
attack it coyertly, ander the plea that it is badly managed, or some other pre* 
text equally flimsy. Three years ago the eonyention of directors had diffi- 
culty in fixing the salary of the county superintendent, as hi^ as fire 
hundred dollars. One year after it was doubled, and the last oonyention, 
with afhll attendance, and in a test yote by yeas and nays, without discus- 
sion, again fixed at one thousand dollars by a good majority. The support 
of the County Normal school has been liberal and steadily Increasing. At 
the last session one hundred and forty students attended, of whom about 
eighty taught during the past winter. Oak Shade school, in St Clair town- 
ship, conducted by Miss E. P. Blackburn; Fletdiersyille school. In Monroe 
township, conducted by Profl W. R. Yaughan ; Bloody Run school, con- 
ducted by Prof. J. C. Long, and the Allegheny Male and Female seminary, 
at Bainsburg, conducted by Prof. J. W. Hughes, haye all been ably taught 
and liberally supported. The communities in which they are located, and 
the public generally, are indebted to them for better scholars and more skil- 
ful teachers. The last named institutioa is the only permanent academy Iti 
the county, and it deseryes and is steadily gaining a liberal support 

There are, howeyer, natural and insurmountable reasons why our school 
proflrress can neyer be rapid. Our population is too sparse, and our wealth 
too limited. We haye, it is true, reached a point in these respects at which 
common schools are possible, but they are at the same time, and for many 
years must continue to be, yery burdensome. In order to haye a four 
months' term of poor schools, we must bear a rate of taxation twice as great 
as will support good schools for a term twice as long in the richer counties. 
The School Journal, commenting on Senator Householder's bill to equalize 
school taxation, and endeayoring to depriye the poorer counties of the small 
measure of justice therein proposed, urges as an argument against the bill, 
that the rich sections of the State would not bear such increased taxation. 
If this be true, and ihe Jcmmal ought to know, it may well be doubted 
whether our rates of taxation, if imposed in the rich counties, would not 
break down the school system in a single year. These thoughts are sug- 
gested, not as reflections on individuals or localities, but for the purpose of 
repelling the charge, so often and so flippantly made, that counties like this 
lack educational spirijb and enterprize. I shall, howeyer, most cheerftilly 
admit that we haye not done all that we should, that we haye not brought 
onr schools up to anything near such a measure of perfection as eyen our 
Hmited means would justify. Byils that could easily by remoyed, are suf- 
fered to remain. Remedies that cost but little, haye not been applied. 
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These evils, in my judgment, arise mainly in three waye, and may be traced 
to three general canaea : 

I. The Bchool laws are not striotly administered. 

II. Parents withhold their co-operation. 

III. Teachers are young, inexperienced and deficient in scholarship. 

I. The school laws are not strictly administered. In many districts some of 
the most important provisions are a dead letter. The system itself is blamed, 
when a nuUadnuniBtraiian of the system is really the cause of all the tronbla. 
Where the school laws are strictly carried out, the schools are best and most 
popular. This rule is invariable, and the surest way to get rid of most of 
the evils complained of is to enforce the laws. Directors and citizens may 
rest assured, that unless this is done, progress is impossible. It is the starv- 
ing point, and they should begin at the beginning. 

The law requiring directors to decide upon text-books is clear, explicit 
and imperative. It enjoins a duty upon school directors and tells them 
where and how to discharge it This duty they are as much bound to dis- 
charge, as they are to levy tax, build houses or employ teaehers. And yet 
this law was, until last winter, treated as a nullity in every district except 
three. It is true that in most districts, directors resolved upon a series of 
books, but they never compelled the adopted series to be used. This neglect 
of duty produced evils of the gravest character, the most important of which 
may be arranged under four heads. 

1. When all kinds of books are used, store-keepers are unable to tell what 
kinds to buy. Hence some of them refuse to keep school books at all 
Others buy the wrong kinds, and thus add to the confusion already exist- 
ing. For these reasons pupils, in many localities, have been compelled to 
do without the necessary books during a whole term. When the books re- 
quired are not in the neighborhood, nor in the county, they are not likely 
to be procured from a greater distance. Establish uniformity of books, and 
dealers will know what kinds to buy, and customers can always be suited. 

2. The use of all kinds of books is expensive. It is a standing complaint 
that "every year new books must be bought'' The complaint is just, and 
it arises in this way. Every teacher prefers some particular books. When 
he enters a school and finds no particular kind, be very naturally induces 
as many of his pupils as he can to get the kind he prefers. This is re* 
peated year after year. Books still unsoiled are laid aside, and others 
that suit the whim of the new teacher are procured. Establish uniformity 
and there will be an end of this. 

3. The use of all kinds of books makes unskilful teachers. It is a f^t 
that teachers teach best from the books with which they are most familiar. 
It is also a fact, that even our best teachers are not familiar with all the 
multitude of books that soriblers have inflicted upon the eommunity. Hence 
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wben all kinds of books are used, eome of them will be straoge to tbe teach- 
ers, and they oannot on tiiat account do as good work as they coald if they 
bad books whose pages tbey had etadied and whose difBoalties they bad 
mastered. 

4. The nse of all kinds of books renders classification impossible. It is 
notnnnsaal to find three or four books, on the same subject, by different au- 
thors, in the hands of as many pupils, of equal scholarship, in the same school. 
Of course they cannot be classified. They must foe heard separately; and 
in this way an hour is often consumed in doing what could be better done 
in twenty miautes if all had the same books, and could be put into the same 
classes. 

5. Neglect to enforce this clause of the school laws has operated injari- 
ously on the teaching of penmanship. The materials used are generally of 
the most wretched quality. The pens are the commonest and cheapest. 
The paper is rough and flimsy. The inks are the most villainous compounds. 
An accomplished penman or an ordinary business man would throw such 
materials aside in disgust, and declare he could not write with them. Bat 
little boys and girls are expected to use them without difficalty. Besides 
thit^ the teachers write the copies. But very few of them are able to write 
a copy that is a fit model for a child.to imitate. And this, I think, must be 
eo at all times and in every community. Few can ever learn to write a 
perfect copy, except those who make penmanship a specialty. But there 
is another and still graver difficulty. Most schools change teachers every 
year, and inasmuch as no two write alike, eadi breaks up and destroys the 
etyle of writing formed by his predecessor. Hence pupils never form any 
fixed and permanent hand. The consequence of all this can be briefly sum- 
med up. VeryfetD pupils in the common schoola ever learn to write what 
nutt^ be caUed a good or even legible hand. The remedies are simple, cheap 
and effectual. Let directors decide upon some system of penmanship, and 
permit the use of no other. 

It is also clearly the spirit and fntention of the school laws that directors 
shall prescribe the course of study to foe pursued in the schools; that is, that 
they shall determine what branches the pupils shall pursue, and when they 
shall be£^ them. This is always done in tiie union and graded schools of 
towns and cities, and it is necessary to their very existence. In our un- 
graded country schools, where this is equally important, it is seldom done. 
Parents prescribe the studies, or pupils select them, and take only such as 
they fancy they will like. The result is, there is no such thing as a 
regular course of study, no system or regularity. One pupil studies one 
branch, another studies a different branch. In one school all study men- 
tal arithmetic; in another they all neglect it, and so with the other 
tNranchea. It will be admitted, I think, as a general rule, that poirils who 
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read in the 3rd, 4th and 5th readen, should atndj at the aame time 
mental arithmetic, written arithmetic and geography, and that the older 
and more advanced of them should also'stodj grammar. This certainly is 
not asking too much, bnt it is asking far more than we find. The following 
statement of ten schools is a fair illustration of the whole conntj in this re* 
spect : 
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One hundred schools were accurately noted in this respect, with the fol- 
lowing result : 

Number reading in 8th, 4th and 5th readers, 1,271 ; studying mental 
arithmetic, 811; studying written arithmetic, 735; studying geography, 
398 ; studying grammar, 167. The numbers should have been about as fol- 
lows : Mental arithmetic, 1,500 ; written arithmetic, 1,200 ; geography, 
1,500 ; grammar, 500. These statements seem to me to disclose a most 
lamentable condition of things. The excuses g^ven by parents and pupils, 
and sometimes by teachers, are that ** the higher branches are of no use,'' 
or that " if pupils study so many branches, they will make no progress in 
any. " To answer an objection like the first, is to waste words. It is found- 
ed in ignorance and prejudice, too deep to be reached by argpiment. I wiD, 
however, suggest, that all the common school branches do net perform the 
same office in mental culture. Different branches call into exercise, and 
consequently strengthen and develop different faculties ; and all the branches 
are necessary to the harmonious development of all the flaeulties. Besidee 
this, and aside from the value of thorough mental eulture, the practical ad- 
vantages of the different branches are about the same. 

The second objection is.more plausible, but equally unfounded. It ceo 
be answered on sound theoretical principles, but experience answers it so 
conclusively as to make this unnecessary. Pupils, who at the proper tka^ 
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take ap and study all the branohes, are most proficient bi each and every- 
one of them ; and papils who study a few branches, and neglect the rest, 
aie most deficient even in the few branches they study. Individual excep- 
tions there may be ; but the rule I have stated is so uniform and general, 
that it may be verified in every school and in every district. 

No section of the school laws is more wisely framed, or more important, 
than the one requiring directors to visit schools monthly, nor is any section 
more generally disregarded. Only four districts have ever fully complied 
with it, and the contrast between them and the others is most striking. 
I^ace will not permit me to dlaeusa this topic at length. I shall therefore 
only add that I am thoroughly convinced that our schools, in country dis* 
tricts, can never prosper as they should until they are regularly visited as 
the law requires. 

They shall publish an annual statement of the moneys received and ex- 
pended, and the amounts due from collectors, and setting forth the financial 
condition of the district, in not less than ten written or printed handbills, to 
be put up in the most public places in the district New School Laws, p. 
89, 90. 

So far as I can learn, the duty imposed by the above section has never 
been discharged in a single instance. Its performance would accomplish 
most valuable results. It would lead secretaries to keep their accounts 
more carefally, and enable tax-payers to see what is done with their money. 
It would close the lips of grumblers, and establish public confidence in the 
financial management of the system. All these results are desirable, and 
in some districts they are indispensable to the success of the schools. 

I have thus noticed some of the provisions of the school laws that have 
been most generally disregarded, and pointed out a few of the resulting 
evils. For all this there is, in my judgment, but one remedy that is suffi- 
ciently comprehensive, to wit : 

Reduce the nwmber of school direciyrs io three, inake them sioom officers, 
and pay them for their services. 

II. Parents withhold their co-operation. 

This manifests itself mainly in four ways : 

1. They rarely visit the schools, and consequently know what is going 
on there only by hearsay. If they would manifest their sympathy and in- 
terest by an occasional visit, much good would result. Teachers would 
teach more, earnestly and pupils would study more diligently, fioth need 
ta feel that others are interested in their work, and are watching their pro- 
greas. Both need encouragement, and if parents withhold it^ they should 
not complain if they loose by their neglect. 

2. They eondemn the teacher on slight grounds.' Idle goteip or exagger- 
•led statements of ohildren are sufficient Tiiey express their condemna- 
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tion in their families and in pnblic. Children hear it and loee all confi- 
dence in their teacher. 

3. They send their children to school without the necessary books. Three 
or four members of the same fiunily often haye only one book on the same 
branch among them. In nearly every school there are some who depend 
entirely npon borrowing. 

4. They do not send their children to school ttieadily. This is the great 
overshadowing evil of the system, compared with which all others sink into 
insigniftcanoe. The average attendance is hardly two-thirds of the whole 
nnmber. Honses are erected, and teachers employed for all, and the expense 
is the same whether all attend or not. If only two-thirds attend, there is 
a clear waste of one-third of all the money the schools cost This, in the 
State, amoants to more than a million, and in the connty to more than 
seven thousand dollars annually. Such facts seem to me to threaten the 
very existence of the system. But there are far worse features. The evil 
cannot be measured in dollars and cents. What the schools lose in interest 
and progress, and what the community loses in intelligence, can never be 
paid for in money. The different branches follow a logical order in their 
development, and in this order they should be studied. If they are not, in- 
terest flags and progress is slow. Each step is necessary to a proper un- 
derstanding of the next, and should be mastered in its order. It will not 
do to omit a part here and there. We neither feel interested in, nor under- 
stand evto the most absorbing book, if we read it in fragments, a page here, 
and a page there* And yet this is precisely what most of our pupils do in 
their studies. There is corn to husk, pigs to kill or grain to thrash, and 
they cannot therefore begin when the term opens. The diagonal line of the 
syllable " ad," on the first month's reports, tells the whole story. A half 
dozen pupils come in the first day. A few come in daily thereafter, but 
the whole school are seldom in until the middle of the term. Of course 
those who begin late must start in the middle of the subject, or wherever 
the cla^s they enter happens to be. The result is, they neither feel interest 
nor make progress. And the case of those who begin when the term opens, 
but are frequently away, is similar. They must skip the parts gone over 
by their class during their absence. When they return they find them- 
selves on strange ground. They have lost the connection, the "logical 
order " of the subject. They no longer see their way clear, and they lose 
their interest. I am awaie that the School Department has made attendance 
one of the tests of the teaeher's skill, and thus said, by implication, at least, 
that he is responsible for whatever there may be of irregularity. 1 have 
watched this matter closely, and I am satisfied that this is a mistake. 
Schools and families have habits, in this respect, that have grown chronic. 
Whether in the habit of attending regularly, or irregularly, they usually 
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oontioue to do so whether the teacher is good or bad. Bad school houses, 
stormy weather, uDcomfortable fdmitore, cold, sickoeas and unskilfal teach- 
ers, all, undoubtedly, have a tendency to cause irregular attendance ; bat 
parents have a hundred-fold mora to do with it than all of these combined. 
A day's work, or some trifling errand, is considered more important than a 
day's schooling. This is the plain tnitb» and explains the whole matter. 
Nor is this confined to any class. It ia true of the rich as well as the poor. 
Whilst this is the case, the schools can never prosper. The best teachers 
cannot awaken interest nor make progress. The complain^ so often heard, 
that particular pupils make no pfogress, is nearly always explained by re- 
ferring to the record of attendanee. Opposite their names, in nine cases out 
of ten, the l|nes are speckled with absent marks. I have examined the 
records of more than five thousand, and have almost invariably found it as 
I have stated. 

III. Teachers are young, inexperienced and deficient in scholarship. 

For full particulars on this topic the reader is referr^ to my former re- 
ports, and to the statistical statement accompanying this report Many, it 
is admitted, are young and incompetent The war took away most of our 
male teachers, and we were obliged to supply their places mainly with mere 
boys and girls. Nearly the entire corps has changed within four years. 
Only about thirty of the old corps remains. Under such circumstances the 
public had no right to expect as skilftil teaching as fbrmerly. Some who 
tried to succeed have foiled. Others hKve neglected their duties and de- 
served the bad success they met Upon the whole, the teaching has been 
as good as could reasonably be expected under the cireumstances. A few 
yean will give us a more skilful corps of teachers. Those that we have 
need only age and experience. The great fundamental evils of the system 
are, in my judgment, those first mentioned. If direetors will carry out the 
laws strictly, and if parents co-operate by visiting the schools, upholding 
the teachers, supplymg their children with books and sending them to school 
regularly, nearly every other difficulty will disappear. A competent sup- 
ply of teachers can then be procured. Hold out a sufficient inducement, 
and the article you want is sure to be in the market 

In conclusion, I take pleasure in expressing my thanks to citizens and 
directors, for the uniform kindness I have received at their hands. 
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BERKS COUNTY.— JoHX S. Ebmkntbput. 

School Houies.'-'Bnt two new hoQses were bailt during the past jear. 
We need at least thirty new ones to aeoomn&odate onr rapidly increasing 
popalatlon. In praiee of direetors, it most be said that they are disposed 
to supply this want as rapidly ae d^eaiiietaneee will allow. There are yet 
to be found too many ill«Tentilated and badly located houses. In some in* 
stances pains seem to hare been taken to select the worst site; while in 
others, the selfishness ef men, which leads them to reftise.to sell land for 
school purposes, has thwarted the good intentions of controllers. 

FumUure. — We are tired of repeating the old story about benches with 
backs too high or too low, and desks unsuitable for writing. It must be 
added, however, that, when new buildings are erected, a commendable de- 
gree of attention is paid to decency and propriety of furniture. After old 
father Time shall hi^ve crumbled to ruins the buildings put up in the times 
when the school system was more or less unpopular, we shall have the 
pleasure of seeing, in their places, commodious edifices and inviting sur* 
roundings. 

Apparatus. — In a few schools may be found globes, numeral frames, 
charts, &c.; in more, ont-line maps ; and in nearly all, sufficient black-board. 
In many instances, what directors neglect to supply, is ftimished by the 
ingenuity and tact of a wide awake teacher. Indeed, we have always found 
that a live instructor succeeds in surronndlBg himself with the necessary 
apparatus. When properly approached, the people themselves are willing, 
by private subscription, to purchase whatever may be necessary for par- 
poses of illustration and instruction. 

Teacher 8,'^Theee may be divided into three classes ; First, the well- 
qualified and experienced, who not only know what they teach but also 
how to teach. Those only who, in the order of Providence, have a vocation 
or a true calling to their profession, and who have not failed to co-operate 
with that order, belong to this class. The number of such would be equal 
to every demand, if the length of the term, and the salary, were such as to 
induce them to devote their lives to the work of teaching. In the absence 
of these, we despair of ever filling oar school houses with the right men, 
and are forced to be content with men of the 

Second class, who merely use the school house as a stepping stone to some 
other position in life. We do not deny that the services of such are of 
value, but they cannot be compared with men who work not for an end 
outside of the profession of teaching, but for the love of the thing, and out 
of a pure desire to do Ood's will, in fulfilling their vocation. Or we must put 
up with men of 



BHBKfl COUNTY. 61 

Third class, who are not fit to be in a school house, and whose only aim 
is to put in time during the winter foi^ monef's sake. 

In this respect, in our county, the case stands thus : At the expiration of 
every six years — as it would seem — the< older and more experienced, finding 
they cannot support themselFea and families, either migrate to counties 
which pay better, or seek employment in some oihet occupation. These 
are succeeded by young, raw beginners, who, after having gone through the 
same process, follow the example of their predecessors. So the matter 
goes on ; ever learning, and never coming to the knowledge of the truth. 

During the past year oar public examinations were not as nnmerously 
attended as in years gone by. Sll were examined in townships ; of these 
fifty were rejected. We were not able to dispense with private examina- 
tions. To mention the names of teachers who belonged to any of the classes 
above mentioned, would be indelicate and out of place. We content our- 
selves with saying that we had a fair proportion of all of them. 

Moral In8truoiion.^^The people of this county are proverbially religious. 
In our schools, generally, devotional exercisea obtained, except when they 
interfered with conscientious scruples. The Lord's Prayer, Apostles' Creed, 
and Testament, are familiar to most of our children. As a matter of course, 
it sometimes happens that these become mere dead, lifeless forms, because 
the teacher is not a man of the right spirit It cannot be denied, however, 
that, in nu)st cases, they were interesting and benefioiaL 

ViaiUUions, — Did the best we could, and could not have done better had 
we tried. In a county with 47S^ schools, and an average term of five months, 
it is impossible to visit oftener than once, and remain longer than an hour. 
And yet some people may be found who expect a superintendent to stay a 
whole day in each school and come once a month I 

Public Sentiment, — Partly indifferent, and partly hostile ; — ^but generally 
favorable. We are satisfied that if the school system were allowed fair 
play, under the influence of good teachers, with good salaries and a proper 
term, the people everywhere would soon evince in its behalf the most cor- 
dial firiendship. The most favorable sign we have to report is the establish- 
ment of the 

Keystone Normal School, in Maxatawny township, Berks county, which is 
designed to be the State school for the counties of Berks, Schuylkill and 
Lehigh. On the 17th September, 1865, the corner stone was laid by the 
present county superintendent, and on the 13th and 14th September, 1866, 
the proper authorities will meet within its walls with a view to its recog- 
nition. 

From it we expect good things for this section of our State, and hope the 
future will realize the expectations its founders now entertain. 
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BLAIE COUNTY.— E. Elder. 

Houses. — One new house wm erected in Allegheny, at a cost of about 
$1,000. In consequence of heary taxation, for war purposes, building has 
been much neglected or delayed. More interest, however, is now manifest- 
ed, acnd contracts have already been made for several new houses. Of the 
number reported unfit for use, Antis has 1 ; Blair 1 ; Catharine 1 ; Franks* 
town 1; Freedom 2; Oreenfield 7; Huston 2; Juniata 1; Logan 2; Sny- 
der 2 ; Taylor 3 5 Woodbury 2 ; N. Woodbury 1. 

In Blair the number of houses might, with advantage, be reduced to 5, 
in Frankstown to 10, in Taylor to 8 or 9, and in N. Woodbury to 6 or 7. 
Some of the schools in these districts only average about 15 pupils. 

Fumiinre and ApparaiuB.'^Ezeepting the new house, supplied with 
good furniture, and the one in Woodbury, supplied with objectionable far* 
niture, there has been no change. Nearly all of the houses reported unfit, 
and some others not so reported, have furniture highly injurious! For the 
health, comfort and convenience of pupils, a reform in the plans for build- 
ing, and in the arrangement of fomiture, cannot come too soon. 

Schools. — ^At Tipton, Loudonsville, Frankstown and several other places 
graded schools are much needed. The advantages of these schools are so 
great that they should be established wherever possible. It is still main- 
tained that the school term should in no case be less than six months. In 
a number of districts, where the schools are open but four or five months, 
much money is squandered in sustaining private schools, that are, in many 
cases, worse than useless. If the most faithful and efficient teachers, em* 
ployed during the regular term, were always successftil in obtaining the 
private schools, then there would be less objection. But this does not 
always happen. In these schools are often found persons of the poorest 
qualifications, or no qualifications at all, who never intend to make teach- 
ing a business, and who would never think of running the risk of an exami- 
nation. Directors are much to blame for granting the use of school houses 
to such persons. In a few districts, where private schools are sometimes 
necessary, the directors invariably demand the certificate before granting a 
house— just as they do when making regular appointments. In justice to 
faithful teachers, and to the people, this course is recommended. 

Oar schools should be made more desirable. Houses should be so com- 
fortable, grounds so extensive, fdmiture so convenient, and salary so liberal, 
as to invite competition. Directors, instead of seeking teachers for the 
schools, should endeavor to make the schools so desirable as to be sought by 
the teachers. If schools and their surroundings were thus made pleasant, 
then there would be little trouble in securing the services of competent 
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teachers; resignatioiis, so moch complaiued of lately, would seldom occur, 
and traancj and dislike for school would give parents bat little trouble. 

ExaminaHons.-'^y holding a regularly advertised examination in each 
district, together with four special examinations, It was supposed that no 
private examinations would be necessary. But after all, the applicants for 
private examination became so numerous, that all my time on Saturdays, 
for months, was occupied in examining them. It Us seldom that a progres- 
sive and competent teacher asks this flavor ; but there are so many faithless 
and disaffected persons who do, that it seems as though nothing short of 
total prohibition will remedy the evil. The attention of directors is earnest- 
ly called to the impropriety of granting such persons written requests. Ex- 
aminations were well attended by directors and others The scarcity of 
teachers and other circumstances led me to exercise much leniency at the 
examinations. Such a course is not now necessary, and more rigid exami- 
nations may hereafter be expected. All the numbers on the certificate, 
without fractions, were used. 

Teachers. — It is somewhat singular that all of those who failed, were 
males. Two failed in government, although well qualified in the branches 
to be taught ; two were unqualified for the schools to which they were ap- 
pointed, and one seemed entirely unsuited to the business. With the same 
age, experience, qualifications and advantages females succeed as well as 
males. It, therefore, seems to me that when employing teachers, the ques- 
tion should not be whether the applicant is a male or female, but whether 
he 01 she is well qualified to teach. There is still too much encouragement 
given to quite young persons, without experience and without the neces- 
sary preparation. 

Visitationti. — There is still great irregularity in opening the schools, and 
some are found closed at a very improper time. Notwithstanding these hind- 
rances, more than the usual number of visits were made— 264 in all Direc- 
tors, now less engaged in the bounty business, have given more attention 
to this very important duty. Whenever possible, I make it an object to 
visit each school twice. This, however, cannot quite be accomplished, so 
long as we have schools that are open but four months. 

DUtnct /ns^u^.— These were established in four districts and were 
quite successful. Directors generally are willing to grant the time for at- 
tending, if all the teachers desire it, and manifest a due degree of interest in 
progress and improvement. 

Oiher Agencies. — In May, of last year, a Normal school was organized at 
Martinsburg ; but owing to adverse circumstances, did not accomplish all 
that was expected. However, of the forty students in attendance, about 
twenty were teachers. Late in August a High school and Normal institute 
was opened at the same place by Rev. J. W. Schwartz, A. M. This school 
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is kept open regolarlj during the school year, and is eoodacted with marked 
ability and success. 

Irregular AUendanoe. — Although this is a serious hindrance to the suc- 
cess of our schools, still it is not believed that attendasca should be made 
compulsory. Where so many of our bouses are like prisons, and where 
there are so few employments in and about school, calculated to cheer and 
gladden the heart, it is not surprising to find a few pupils who are tardy 
and irregular in attendance. If all our schools were in such a condition 
that the physical, intellectual and moral powers might all be cultiyated, then 
it is belicFed that truancy and dislike for school would become almost un- 
known. 

Remarks, — Having served, as county superintendent, less than two yean, 
I am not prepared to speak with certainty of the condition of the schoob 
three years ago. However, there is reason to believe that there baa been 
no retrogression. To maintain otir former standing, under the difficulties 
we Jhad to encounter, was perhaps all that could be expected. Although 
our schools, in many respects, are better than tiiose of adjoining counties, 
still there is much room for improvement. Our greatest wants now are 
better houses and furniture, better teachers, a longer term in a number of 
districts, more liberal salaries to competent teachers, and more interest 
among the people in the cause of education. Nearly all the directors now 
in office are progressive and liberal-minded men. Sustained by an intelligent 
people, we may reasonably hope for future progress and prosperity. 
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School Housea.-^ThoBe unfit for use are being re-placed by new ones as 
rapidly as may reasonably be expected. Most of the twelve erected this 
year are substantial firame buildings, conveniently arranged, internally, but 
in most cases the necessary out-houses are wanting, the lots are too small, 
and too little regard is paid to their proper location. 

Fumiiure and Apparatus. — In a majority of our school houses the seats 
and desks are made too high for the pupils who use them ; the desks are 
too far Arom the seats, rendering them inconvenient and uncomfortable, if 
not decidedly injurious. More black-board surface is needed in most of the 
school rooms, and much that is in use needs thorough renovation. I regret 
to have to say, we yet have some teachers who make little use of black- 
boards. It is a matter of surprise, that some will consent to teach t«rm 
after term, in rooms so poorly supplied with this indispensable articlQf when 
a little effort in the right direction would supply the deficiency. Cl(|eks are 
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fomid in about one-foartb of oar schools, generally the property of the 
teacher. One school was supplied with a twelFe inch magnetic globe, 
cube root blocks, arithmetical solids, &c., with the proceeds of a soho^ ex* 
liibition, a small admittance fee being charged. 

Schools. — ^The average length of the school terms slightly exceeds that 
of last year, and still longer terms have been detennined-on for the coming 
year. 

The attendance of older pupils has been better than during the two years 
preceding. A considerable number of returned soldiers availed themselves 
of the privilege of attending during the winter term. 

Our schools are too small. It is not an unusual thing to find those in 
summer numbering fipom seven to fifteen pupils. Such are generally un« 
profitable. They laek interest, and the relative expense in maintaining 
them is large, necessitating the employment of ^' cheap teaohers, " and the 
general result is poor schools, high taxes and complaining tax- payers. 

There are now thirty-four more schools than there were ten years ago, 
while the number of pupils enrolled is 1, 135 less. On an average they were 
none too large then. Were the number reduced to the former figure, ft 
would result in a saving of an annual expenditure of about f 6,000, with no 
iqjury to the schools. Directors and people are urged to resist ^ pressure in 
the direction of sub-division of districts. Better by far consolidate so as to 
employ no more teachers than are really needed, aoid where a ^number of 
pupils can be brought together, sufficient to reiquire the labor of two or 
more teaehers, let the principle of the division of labor be applied, by 
grading the schools. This is true economy, and safe practice. It is a 
pemicioua idea that every man must have a school Within a mile of his reel- 
deuce. Those pupils who walk* from one to two miles to school are fre« 
quent^ more prompt and regular in 4heir -attendance than those who reside 
much nearer. An occasional boiffeting of ^torsn asid contest with difficul- 
ties, give a desirable energy and force of character, and seldom if ever result 
in half the ii\jury suffered firom sitting on is^properly constructed seats, or 
• occupying badly ventilatedschool rooms. 

Special efforts have been- made to increase the interest in orthography, 
steading and writing. These branches are taught less successfully than 
others, and are too apt to be treated asHinimportant 

The tendency to simply memorize the words of the text-book, and make 
the work of the school roompartaJce of the nature of a dull, formal, routine 
of exercises, without awakening that life and activity of thought essential 
to suocessAil development, is observed to exist to a considerable extent— i^ 
One of the causes «f this is the want, on the part of the teacher, of the 
true spirit of the student,-^ thirst for knowledge, and love of its acquisi^ 
tion, without which be cannot awaken these feelings in othenk 
6 SohoolRip. 
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Private Schools. — A few only are open dnrtng the pnbKc school terms. 
Those open dttring vacations of the pubTie sehools, or for the purpose of 
qaalifying teachers, or sfiTording opportunities for adranced education, are 
not regarded in any sense injurious to the common schools. 

But where private schools arie sustained by wealthy or arf stocratie personSi 
they, by withdrawing their countenance and support from the common schools, 
make them assume the character and odium of pauper schools ; the results 
are pernicious. The real causes are, however, found to exist in the mis- 
management and inefficiency of the public schools, resulting f^om the pre* 
valence of principles and feelings inimical to the doctrines of the founders 
of our government. 

It is not deemed advisable, or even desirable, to bring private schoob 
under the control of the officers of the school system, any farther than it 
can be done by the merits of the system, by wholesome competition.— 
Monopoly is only one form of tyranny. The common school system must 
stand upon its merits. Opportunity for competition is rather to be desired 
than otherwise. Should public opinion descend so low, as to refuse to 
sustain a system of education, it would be too low to sustain the cause. 
While sustaining schools at public expense, because a public necessity, I 
would leave the citizen free to send his children to others if he choose. 
The government, in assuming to sustain a system of education by common 
schools, becomes in duty bound to require that those who assume the im- 
portant duty of controlling those schools, perform their duties faithfully, 
that they may be made worthy the support and patronage of all. 

AUendance. — The attendance, as ascertained from the district reports, 
now nearly all in, is ^^j^ per cent, better than it was last year, or six per 
cent, better than the average throughout the State. 

There is yet a wide margin for improvement. The importance of making 
available all our school privileges, cannot be too fully appreciated ; yet, it 
is to be presumed, there will always be some who will almost if not wholly 
disregard them. For such I would urge the passage of a law authorizing 
proper authorities to take cognizance of cases where children of proper age 
and capacity are being brought up without the privilege of a common 
school education, or under such vicious influences and training as will make 
them pests in community. So much at least is due for their good, and the 
good of society. 

Teachers. — In the number of males employe^ there is an increase of 
over fifty per cent. Little change is noticeable in their general success. 
Most of the ftkilures are attributed to want of government ; generally accom- 
panied, however, with the lack of ability to awaken proper interest in studied. 
As a class, they succeed quite as well as could be expected, when their 
youth, inexperience and want of special fyreparation is considered. . 
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Our fTMt n^ed^is well- trained teachers, with prospect of permanent, 
remunerative employmient Of the number applying for certificates, one 
half had read works on teaching ; 199 never taught ; 263 had within the 
jear preceding attended one or more county iostitute^ or associations ; S3 
bad taught one term ; 57, two terms ; 38, three terms ; 32, four terms ; 24, 
five terms ; 23, six terms ; 19, seven terms ; 6, eight terms ; 8, nine terms ; 
6, ten terms ; 36, from ten to twenty, and 4, twenty or more terms, of three 
months each. 

Examinaiions, — Forty -seven public, and eight private examinations were 
held ; whole number of directors in attendance, 102. The standard of quali- 
fications was slightly advanced. It was thought the schools could be sup- 
plied wlth'teachers of better grade. Some difficulty was, however, experi- 
enced in supplying them, more as the result of unwillingness to pay the 
salaries demanded and neglect to secure them early, than real scarcity. 

VisUaHorVB. — ^Tbree hundred and fifteen visits were paid to schools. In 
Ibrty^five of these I was aocompanied by one or more directors, and would' 
probably have been in more, had I occupied the time necessary in' finding 
themi 

In some eight districts the schools were visited more or less by the sec- 
retary, as district superintendent. Where the schools are visited frequently, 
the teacher and pupils are found working more faithfully. Too many seem 
to think visiting schools is useless, because they see no direct pecuniary 
benefit resulting therefrom. They ignore the truth, that education is an' 
inner work, prompted to a great extent by motives from without. 

Educational Agencies. — The meetings of our county association wen*' 
well attended County institutes, of Ihre days each, were held at Sheshe- 
quin, Le Raysville, Leona, Canton and Spring Hill. The attendance at 
these was little larger than at those held the two years preceding. 

Prof. Allen, of Mansfield Normal School, rendered us valuable aid at 
Leona, and State Superintendent, Hon. 0. R. Coburn assisted us one day 
at Canton. Our Normal School at Mansfield is in a most flourishing con- 
dition, and is doing its work well. 

About fifty firora this county have attended some portion of the year, and 
it IB hoped many indre will avail themselves of its advantages the coming 
year. 

The Collegiate Institute, at Towanda, is also doing much for the advance- 
ment of the cause of education. Academies, select schools, and educa- 
tional meetingfs, contribute to the sum of our educational progress. 

Moral 2Rj^ri40dioii.-rIt8 importance is becoming more fully appreciated. 

Most of our teachers inouloate good morals, both by precept and example. 

-Obetaclea to the Buccessftd working of the eyslem — There are yet sonic, 

dnd directors \M'^ Wha wtmld gladly seethe school system wiped from exist- 



68 BUCKS COUNTY. 

enoe, bat the number is believed to be on the decrease. Apatbj and indilfcr« 
enoe are more dangeroos than agitation and open opposition. The people 
0^ this eonntj are almost nnanimons in fayor of the redaction of the nnmber 
oi directors to three, and paying them for their seryices. Requiring men 
to spend time and means without pay — assume graye responsibilities— and 
exercise important delegated powers, without any of the ordinary securities 
and safe-guards, is deemed ui^ust to them, as well as to those for whose 
good they are expected to act. This sense of injustice induces neglect of 
daty, and is often plead in justification thereofl 

Diyerse interests in school boards, particularly in the employment of 
teachers, and fixing salaries, operate injuriously, and generally resok In 
uniform salaries, without any regard to the qualifications of the teacher, 
kind or amount of labor to be performed. In some districts boards meei 
but two or three times a year; each member employs teachers for the sohoob 
in his yicinity, often the first person found who will teach for the salary 
determined on by the board months in adyance ; the ofAcers of the boaid 
knowing not eyen the names of the teachers till their terms haye qoite or 
nearly expired. Thus, by ignorance of the law, or carelessness of a member, 
the board is inyolyed in trouble by the employment of unsuitable persons, 
or those not haying yalid certificates. Such are exceptional cases, but they 
occur quite too often. It is not presumed that the desired ehange in Ike 
law would obyiate all these dif&culties, but it would remoye the ground o» 
which their existence is seemingly justified, and satisfy a reasonable demand 
of the public. No change that may be effected in any of the features of 
the system, increasing its efficiency, will eyer satisfy those whose sympathies 
are not in harmony with its g^and object. 
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School Houses,— Whole number 232 ; frame, 21 ; brick, 24 ; stone, 186 } 
log, 1 ; unfit for use, 68 ; haying no out*houses, 11 ; with sufficient grounds, 
64 ; grounds suitably improyed, 28 ; well yentilated, 191 ^ suitable ftaini- 
ture, 112; insufficient furniture, 12 ; injurious furniture, 116 ; supplied witli 
new furniture duriog the year, 7 ; houses built during the year, 5. The 
new houses were built in the following districts : Durham, 1 } Nockamixon, 
1 ; Springfield, 1 ^ Tinicum, 2. They are all built of stone, except the one 
in Nockamixon, which is built of brick. The houses just erected are larger, 
more conyenient, and much more substantial structures than those formerJty 
erected in the same districts, and are all great improyements. More pidns 
are also taken in selecting sites for new houses than formerly. Larger and 
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more anitoble gromidi ure ehoseit Some houses that are classed as unfit 
ibr use, were eondemned on account of their size and inconTenienoe ; there 
aie others perhaps equally poor, but larger and more conTenient that were 
not put in that list . 

School Cfrounds. — No great improyement has been made in school grounds 
itnee mj last report A disposition is, however, manifested toward im- 
prorement in ftiture ; the old grounds are generallj enlarged and improved 
beforo building new houses, or if this is impracticablci other sites are selected 
that are better adapted to the purpose for which they are intended, and in 
comparing the grounds surrounding the houses erected within the last ten 
years, the same improvements in the grounds are observed that are mani- 
fested in the buildinge. 

AU the grounds marked as ** sufficient, " in this report, contain a half an 
man of land or more. Those enclosed and planted with shade trees and 
shrubbery, were marked as " suitably improved. " A number of the grounds 
have wells of water, with pumps in them for the use of the schools. A 
Wdl of good water is a desirable convenience on sehoorgrounds. 
• ' School Furniture, — About half the number of school houses in the connCy 
have the old-Zashioned furniture arranged around the walls of the roonas, 
laid as more pupfls can be huddled into a small space, in this way than any 
other, it is difficult lo accommodate a sufficient number of pupils with more ■ 
uqproved ftirniture without enlarging the roomsL Most of the old ho&ses 
are not susceptible of being enlarged or improved, hence the disposition is 
not to put any more expense on them than can possibly be avoided, but to 
tBJ>uild retiier than to re-ftimisL 

School directors do not always appear to manifest the best Judgement in 
ftimishing new houses. Durability, neatness and comfort should be com* 
bined in school furniture. The furniture in every school room should be 
g^raded so as to accommodate pupils of different sixes. 

AppartUua, — Several attempts were made to ftimish the schools with 
ontrline maps, but without any general success. Articles of school apparatus 
were furnished to some of the schools, but to my knowledge, no schooh 
were well supplied in the year. In a few instances the teachers, by appeaK 
iog to the patrons of their respective schools, succeeded in procuring appa- 
ratus by subscription. A number of schools throughout the county have 
been supplied in this way, with ant- line maps, globes, Ac Some teaebera 
ftimish apparatus at their own expense. The introduction of larger black- 
boards is becoming more general ; there are now comparatively few schools 
that are not supplied with good sised black-board sur&oe. The new houses 
are all well supplied. 

Cfraded 8chool$.^^Th» people^of ^tie c^nty are toSj aware of the bsneSts 
resulting firom properly graded schools ; vuch schools are therefor estab- 
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lished wherever the namber of pupils is safficieatly large to wsrraai it 
Where a probability exists that a sofficieat namber of papils may be eel- 
lected to- form two schools in a small compass, at some, future time, the 
houses are built to accommodate two graded schools, wheuever the namber 
of pupils shall require ii Not less than five houses are now ready for two 
graded schools each, and two more of this class are likely to be built the 
ensuing year. The whole number of graded schools in the county is 31L 
There is a fair prospect that at least 6 more will be added the coming year. 
The school at Hulmeville, in Middletown district, was divided and graded 
during the year. 

ExamiruUUms. — In order to avoid as far as possible all private ezamina* 
tions, several general examinations were held in different parts of the county, 
after all the district examinations had dosed. 

In 12 districts two public examinations were held in each ; im 2 distriets 
three in each ; and in 16 districtp, one in each A majority of the diajbricts 
that have the achools opep more than five months, have the sohool teim 
divided into summer and w:inter sessions, and the directors are desirouB of 
holding an examination previous to the opening of each session. The dis- 
tricts having only five months' terms, are anxious to hold their examinatioaa 
during August, while those having summer and winter sessions prefer theif 
fall examinations in October, and their spring examinations in March.—* 
Hence, in order to accommodate the different distriets — and I have always 
endeavored to do so— I was .obliged to hold three sets of examinations daring 
each year. Without allowing much for waste of time by frequent disap* 
pointments, always unavoidable, in holding examinations, the examinations 
alone occujpy about three months in a year. 

Visiiaiums, — In visiting schools, three distinct ol^'ects were constantly 
kept in view, viz : 1st, to ascertain the real professional merits of the 
teacher ; 2d, to point out any defects in teaching and school government, 
with instructions how to remedy them ; 3d, to encourage both teachers and 
pupils to persevere in the good work. 211 schools were visited and aa 
average of 2 hours and 20 minutes devoted to each visit 

Two districts only have availed themselves of the privilege granted 
them in the school law, by appointing local superintendents. Unfortunately, 
for the good of the county, this excellent provision of the law . is not fully 
appreciated by the directors. 

John a. Spencer, in Falls district, has done an excellent work as local 
superintendent. I attribute much of the progress, earnestness and kindly 
feeling among the teachers, in the district, to the influence of that generooa 
and good man. 

Male and Female Teachers. ^^The number of female teachers is gradually 
increasing, and my impression is that the time is not very remote when oar 
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8ohoolB will be almost ezclosirely Uaght bj females. Generally speaking 
the meager salaries now offered for teachers, command a better class of 
female than of male teachers. The success of female teachers is well 
established in all our most intelligent districts, and a obse comparison of 
the sncceBs of the teachers, of both sexes, will result favorably to the ladies. 

DMrici Itatiitdes. — Nine districts held infititntes daring Ihe year; in some 
of these the teachers were greatly benefited. A few of the districts kept 
their schools open on alternate Saturdays. This was promptly stopped as 
soon as the n^atter was brought to my notice. I attended 11 meetings of 
district institutes. 

County InsiUtUe.'-^A county institute, of four days duration, was held in 
October ; it was well attended by the teachers of the coRutyt In addition 
to the class^drills, lectures, Ac.,, a thousand words were given out and 
spelled by the teachers and others in attendance ; the prize awarded, was 
a series of Webster's New dictionaries. 

Private Schools. — The private schools, of which there are a number 
throughout the county, mostly on a small scale, and confined chiefly to the 
towns and boroughs, were well filled. Our common schools are well pat- 
ronized, and no private schools appear to be needed except for preparing 
teachers, or students for college. The classical school at Quakertown is 
now wholly engaged in teaching soldiers' orphans. 

In conclusion, I wish to return my most heart-felt thanks to the school 
direetors and teachers of the county, for the uniform kindness that I have 
always received at their hands. 
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Houees, — ^Two frame houses have been built ; one in Slippery Bock town- 
ship, and the other in Clearfield. The former in place of an old one, and 
the latter of one destroyed by fire. These are both good buildingp^— well 
seated, and famished with ample black-board surface. Provision has also 
Men made for ventilation. One has been furnished with single desks and 
seats, which is the only one in the county. The seats and desks in many 
are not only uncomfortable, but positively injurious. There is still a num- 
ber of houses quite unfit for use, some of which will be displaced by new 
ones during the next year. Many of the houses are destitute of out-build- 
ings of any kind. 

Apparatus, — Out-line maps, solar chaits and globes, have been Intro- 
dueed into a large number of schools, which is an evidence of some progress. 
If school directors will now require teachers to use them, notforomamente 
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ton the walb and desks of tbe school room, but fbr iiuiy, the inTostmeiil 
win be a good one. 

ISTow that the schools are being supplied with some apparatus, it is ne- 
ceesarjr that thej should be preserved from injury. There is a species of 
vandalism iu reference to school houses, fbmitnre, Ac, in this, as also, 
doubtless, In other regions, that is disgraceftil Houses are disftguvad by 
caricatures ; seats and desks are whittled and broken up, windows demot 
ished and apparatus destroyed. Last winter a whole set of out-line maps 
were perforated with a heavy load of shot. Almost every school house 
bears the marks of this vandal spirit. Much of this work of destruction is 
done at night meetings for " singing and spelling. '^ The latter have become 
quite common. To these the " roughs " are drawn for miles, and do not 
depart without leaving their mark. I must here express my decided ood- 
demnation of these " spellings,'' as they are generally conducted, and aD 
nigJii meetings in school houses, that are of a character to draw such per* 



Sohooh, — ^No schools have been g^raded. In general no marked advanoe 
is visible, but still there are evidences of progress in some things. In some 
districts better remuneration has been paid to teachers, and consequently 
increased efforts are made to secure well-qualified persons. There cannot 
be any great progress until the following two great wants are met : 1. A 
full supply of good teachers ; % An extension of the school term to al 
laa$t eight months. Four months are entirely inadequate to secure progiees^ 
aoadthe minority of the schools are not open longer. 

9%acAtfr«.«— As Just remarked, there is a deficiency of good teachers. I 
deduct think it an exaggeration to say that one-half of the teachers aas 
atdbusly deficient in one or more of the qualifications necessary to constitole 
gpo4 teachers. 

It is needless to repeat the difficulties that have met the superiitendeni, 
e^peelaBy during the last three years. The schools had to be supplied with 
tEMhers of some kind, or be closed. To take either horn of the dilemma 
would be ii^urious. But one must be taken. It was thought best, upon 
the whole, to take the former, and hence certificates were issued to a large 
mmibet of poorly qualified teachers, in order that the schools might be kepi 
opeti, in the belief that it were better to do so, even if nothing more weie 
gained than to prevent a retrogression. As a considerable number of old 
teaohershave returned from the army, and many more male teachers of expe- 
itonce can be obtained, if sufficient remuneration is given, the pruning knife 
should be freely, and skilfully used in cutting off all who have not shown 
aWity «nd taot 

The opinion expressed in former reports, in referenoe to female teasers, 
baa undergone no ohange by the experience of the past year. The number 
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of poor female teachers is rnneh gpreater, and tMi is reasonable, as there are 
three times as manj female teachers employed, and besides thej are gener* 
bBj joonger, and must labor under the great disadyantage, in almost eveij 
district, of iBtrong and deeplj rooted prejadices against their sex as teachers. 

Still it is important that indacements should be held oat to male teachers 
to enter the work, so that whatever is good in both maj be secured for the 
Interests of the schools. 

FMteh'oTM.— An honest effort was made to visit all the schools. To do 
80, not a daj must be lost, and all the schools must be found open. To 
prosecute such a work in such a winter as the last one, through a period of 
fbor months, without the loss of any time, is scarcely reasonable. Though 
requiring a short rest myself, yet I would have worried through, had not 
mercy on my faithful horse demanded a week's rest for him. 

In all, 196 schools were visited, being 92 per cent, of the whole. These 
▼Istts were about 1^ hour in duration. This was suiBciently long to aeeom- 
pliah the chief end of visitation, which I conceive to be — 

1. To obtain a knowledge of the teacher*s ability in the school room, and 
to make such suggestions as are required. 

ft. To gather statistics. 

To know what a teacher can do, it is only necessary to see him drill a 
nomber of classes. Two or three exercises^ in different branches, will give, 
in general, a very good test of the teacher's ability. The length of the 
wtsit may also be varied as it may be found necessary. If it is found that 
tbe teacher is thoroughly conversant with his work, and is an old and soe- 
oeasfol teacher, a few words of cheer and encouragement, both to the teacher 
and scholars, may be all that is needed. On the subject of visitations theie 
aire many and eroneous views entertained, both by teachers and pairants. 
The superintendent, of course, must come in for a larffe share of criticism, 
in consequence of these different sentiments, as he can be governed by only 
one opinion, and that is his own. 

IMriai InslUuteB. — In seven districts, institutes were held with partial 
saccess. In many districts the schools were kept open on Saturday. As 
this was a violation of law, I immediately drew the attention of the offieers 
of the school boards to it, through the local press. In some cases the piae- 
tioe was discontinued, but in others it was not Had tbe directors requited 
22 days teaching, exclusive of Saturdays, a larger number of institutes 
would have been held, as many teachers would have preferred attending 
institutes to protracting their school term nearly two weeks. Had these 
Bohools not been open on Saturday, the superintendent would have had 
that much longer time for visiting, and would have been able to see all the 
sohools. 

CoufUy InstUvie. — For several years prior to my entrance upon the dutlee 
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of officOi no coanty to^titate exiated. The first two years of my term were 
the most aazious and dreadful years, ot the rebellion. To undertake aa 
qri^aaization under such cireumsuncea^ and especially as there were scarcely 
any male teachers^ was thought inadWsable. The next year the dark 
cloud of war passed away — ^many teachers returned, and the hearts of all 
were glad. This was felt to be an auspicious time to commence. A con- 
vention was called, an organization effected, and one meeting of the insti* 
tute held in the early part of November. This, although thinly attended, 
succeeded beyond expectation, and it is believed good was done. 

iZe^rocrpect— «As this report will close my oflScial connection with the 
School Department, and the common schools, a retrospect of the past three 
years 'will no^t be improper. 

The term just closed has been a trying one to the cause of education. 
Oreat progress in any department of education could not be reasonably 
expected, and that of common schools suffered the most, because of the 
heavy demands which were made upon its teachers. Drafting, volunteering, 
raising bounties &c., was the order of the day, and absorbed public atten- 
tion to such a degree as to seriously affect the interests of the schools. 
Then the onerous duty of raising bounties was imposed upon the school 
directors. This was a serious injury to the interests of the schools. The 
best male telphers entered the army, and young and inexperienced teachers 
took theif; places. Thus it can be seen that the circumstances were most 
unfavorable. Whilst there are but few visible marks of progress, which a 
period of three years ought to show, yet not to have retrograded, under 
such a state of national calamity, is certainly a matter of encouragement. 

Some progress, however, has been made. A larger number of young 
men and ladies are attending academies aad high schools in the countyj 
with the view of becoming teachers. Better school houses are being builti 
and apparatus ia introduced more extensively. These undoubtedly are 
evidences of progress. The ensuing term opens under the most favorable 
auspices for the country, and the cause of education, and doubtless will 
chronicle forward steps for both, of the most gratifying character. 

Canclwsion.'^l cannot close thiSj my last official act, without an acknow- 
ledgment of obligations to numerous friends for their many acts of kindness 
and hospitality, and also to the proprietors of the county papers, for the 
liberal use of their colnmnsin promoting the interests of the schools. 
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Houses. — The number of houses built during the year is greater than 
that of the two former years next preceding. 
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While it mast be admitted that these new boasesate mach > superior to 
many now in ase, and perhaps abo^e the arerage, it is to be regretted that 
they are not better adapted to school purposes. In tiieir construction, three 
rerj important points hare been orerlooked. I refer to location, yentiia« 
lion and forniahing. A number of the new houfiea baT« ' not:8Qfficient play* 
grounds, and are located too near the roadside. 

In many cases, our directors, in tlie oonatruction of sofadol houses, seem 
to have ignored the fact, that air is essential to hnmuk life 9 and have made 
no arrangements, in the school houses, for insuring a supply, thus leaving 
the children to inhale vitiated atmospheres, poisotied by theelhalations 
from the skins and lungs of a large number of children. ••'* , 

. In the matter of furniture, there has, perhaps, been^ more iuiproveii^nt 
ia the new houses than in either of the^ other particulars referred-: to. In 
the furniture of the old houses, however, there has been but little improve* 
ment. In many of these, the seats and desks are entirely too high, with 
no support for the backs of the pupils. 

Apparatus.-^There hAfi been but few accessions to the apparatus of the 
schools. A large number are supplied with out-^ne maps, and a few have 
l^obes. There are still a few without black-boards, and a numberof others 
whose amount of black-board surface is very limitedi 
* The necessity of apparatus eaunot be too strongly urged upon dtreetor& 

There is one point, in connection with this subject, that I cannot refrain 
from noticing. It is the almost entii^ absence of dictionaries ilrom'the 
school rooma There is not a single school in the county which is supplied^ 
at the expense of the district, with a dictionary. A few teachers were 
found to have, and use the dictionary, as a part of the machinery of ithe 
•ohool room, but their number was quite lunited. 

Every school should be supplied, at the expense of the district, with a 
copy of some good unabridged dictionary for the use of the school; and the 
teacher should encourage the pupils, both by precept and example, to Use it 

1^0 one, not versed in educatianal matters, can comprehend the amount 
of time wasted by a parrot- like and unintelligible method of study andreei^ 
tation, caused by the want of a knowledge of the meanings of our common 
English words ; and none perhaps knows better than the experienced teacher 
how serious an obstacle to mental improvement is presented by this tenden^ 
to ignore the use of the dictionary, as an aid in the school room. 

Schools. — The advancemMit made during the year, while it was, per- 
haps, as good as that for any former year, was leds than should have been 
expected. This failure to fully meet the wants of the public, in this respect, 
was due to the foUowling causes : .<; > 

1. Want of a sufficient number of well* qualified teadiers. 

2. Shortness of the term. 
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3. Want of parental eo -operation. 

TheBOi it most be admitted, are eeriouB obstacles, thoogb by no means 
new onee. We most not, however, ignore their existence because they are 
oommoQ, and of long standing, but rather make more Tigorons exertions to 
oireroome them. The first of these evils will be noticed under the head of 
teachers. 

It gives me pleasure to state that there has been some improvement in 
iitendanoe, during the year ; the per oentage for the whde county being 
68, to 60 last year. 

I may here remark, that great pains have been taken to ascertain, with 
accuracy, the attendance and average age of the pupils. 

The increase in the per centage of attendance is encouraging, though there 
18 still room for improvement ; particularly is this the case, when we take 
into consideration, that, after excepting a few boroughs, our districts have 
but four months school annually. Sixty-eight per cent, of four months «t- 
teodanoe, (about 2} months,) is by far too little time annually, in which to 
secure a common education; and when it is taken into consideration, Uia4 
the average age of pupils, as ascertained from a careful examination of tte 
monthly reports of nearly every school in the county, is only about ten yeaaii 
and that comparatively few of the children attend after the ag^ of fifteen 
yeeorsi the entire inadequacy of Mm present length of term will more clearly 



Many of the evils under which the system labors, arise from a want of 
intemt on the part of parents. Of oourse my remarks, in regard to the 
negffgenoe of parents, must be understood in a general sense, as there aae 
many creditable exceptions. Many fathers and mothers are laboring faith* 
fcdly and efficiently in the cause of education, by co-operating with the 
tewaheiB and promoting home instruction and discipline. It can not, bow- 
ever, be denied, that with many, the injunction " Train up a child in the 
wa^ he should go," seems to have become obsolete. 

In the southern portion of the county our population is engaged in de* 
vcloping the immense deposits of coal and iron which underlie that regk>n, 
and* in the northern parts, the business of lumbering claims much of the 
attention of the people. And, therefore, as laborers were scarce, emploj* 
meat fbr boys plenty and compensation good* the result has been, that, in 
many cases, young men and boys have been sent to work, who should have 
oontinued attending school Such is yet the case, to an astonishing extent, 
at Johnstown and its vicinity. 

Many of the boys of this locality are sent to work in the mines of or some 
department of the immense iron manufactory located here, about the age of 
fourteen, and not a few, even before that age, who seldom have any oppor- 
tunities of education afterward. 
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The evils consequent upon this state of affairs were in some measure 
compensated by the establishment of two night schools last winter— one in 
Johnstown borough, bj the school board, and the other in Millvllle borough, 
by the Cambria iron company. These efforts to improre the mental condi- 
tion of the Juvenile employees of the works here, were attended with some 
degree of success ; and the community owes a debt of gratitude to the ori* 
ginators and supporters of these schools. In concluding this subject, allow 
me to remark, that it is absolutely essential to the complete success of the 
system, that parents, generally, should properly understand that one great 
duty of the parental relation — ^that duty which includes and overshadows 
* lil others— the duty Of giving to their children a complete moral, mental 
and physical education. 

Teachers. — There has been an increase of 11 male teachers during the 
year^ and a corresponding decrease in the number of females. It was ex* 
pected that the number of male teachers would materially increase after the 
close of the war. This expectation, however, was not realised, as bat very 
few of the teachers, who entered the army, returned to the profession. 
This result was, in some measure, accomplished by the inadequacy of the 
salaries offered for teaching. A class was established, last summer, for the 
improvement of the young teachers and the preparation of those intending K> 
enter the profession. It was attended with a considerable degree of success. 

In some districts there is a prejudice against female teachers, which has 
done much to retard the progress of the schools. This has, to some extent, 
increased during the year, most probably for the following reasons ^ When 
the male teachers left the profession to join the army, in the first years of 
the war, it became necessary to employ a large number of females. Unfor- 
tunately these could not be obtained without admitting into the profession 
a large number of very young, inexperienced and poorly qualified young 
ladies. Some of these failed to give satisfaction, not because they were 
females, but because they were not properly qualified. Had an equal num- 
ber of males, of like ages and qualifications, been employed, it is highly pro- 
bable that the result, so far as actual success is eoneemed, would have been 
the same. 

It must, however, be admitted, that there is some cause to be dissatisfied 
with some of our teachers. We have some good and felthftil teachers, ten of 
whom received professional certificates during the year. Many ethers made 
creditable improvement We have, however, a class who make no effort to 
improve. It is to be hoped that the services of the latter can soon be dis- 
pensed with. « 

The principal points of deficiency, on the part ot teachers, are the fol- 
lowing: 

1. Want of age. 
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2. Want of experience 
• 3. Deficient education. 

4. Incorrect ideae of education. 

In proof of the firat point, I need only refer to the fact that there were 
employed during the year, 28 teachers, who were under 18 years of age, 
and 77 who were under 21 years. The average age of teachers waa 24^ 
years. 

In regard to the second, the statistical report shows, that 34 teachers were 
employed who had no previous experience, and 55 whose experience waa 
less than one year. 

The tl^rd point is shown by the fact that the average grade of certificates 
was 2.4. 

The fourth is in some measure supported by the fact, that only about 100 
teachers out of 170 have read any educational works whatever, and that 
there are very ftw^ indeed, whose pedagogical reading has extended be- 
yond two or three volumes, 

EatamintUiona — Our examinations were principally oral. The number 
of private examinations was larger than usual, from the fact that there was, 
in many localities, much difficulty experienced in securing teachers. In 
some cases I examined publicly a second time. I also held two special ex- 
aminatlone in Johnstown, to fill vacancies in the various districts ; but 
after all, 1 was forced to hold 17 private examinations. 
. FmtoMcms. — My first object, in visiting, was to ascertain, as well as the 
limited time would admit, the measure of sticoess attending the efforts of 
the teachers. 

This was ascertained'Arom general inspections of the usual operations of 
the schools. 

I then gave such instructions to the teachers, and made such remarks to 
^e poptls, as the -drcumstances seemed to require. 

I also examined the teiuchers' reports. I may here state that I found a 
large number of them ^correct These inaccuracies, I am inclined to think, 
wep6 canned generally hy carelessness and inattention to the instructions 
to be found in the report books. 

Much^nrouble might be. saved to school officers, if more care were talaen 
by teacher^ to have these, reports correct No teacher should be emplojred 
who habitually fUls to make correct! reports. 

Graded Sc^ooZs.r— 'There are but. few well graded schools in the county. 
Want of sufficient and suitable buildings, and a non-appreciatioii of the ad- 
vantages of such schools, may be mentioned as the principal causes of thift 
statexif things. .;...: 

Stiggeetions, — It must be admitted, that the common school sjsteni, to 
its present state of development in our county, does not afford,^to!:th0 cbiN 
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dren BaflSeient opportanitiee to enable thend to eeonre a proper education. 
To tboBe who have carefally watched the coarse of educational events, it 
has become evident that in the thinly populated and less wealthy porttoos 
of the :^tate, the present system is inadequate to the wants of the people. 
The cause of this inadequacy is not to be ascribed to the system in itself, 
but to the fact that it is not properly adapted to the localities referred to. Tt 
is highly probable, that when the poorer and more thinly settled counties 
izicrease in population and wealth, the difficulties now encountered will di- 
minish. And it cannot eren now be denied, that we are making some pro- 
gress toward perfection. This progress is, howeyer, slow and must of ne« 
cessity so continue. The law should be so modified, as to relieve the locaB<^ 
ties referred to, of the obstacles which now impede their progress. ' ' ^ 
The greatest amount of funds, which can be raised, at the highest rate 
allowed by law, is, in many districts, barely sufficient to keep the schools 
in operation four months in the year, and to do even this, directors are 
compelled to pay low salaries, and, as a natural consequence, secure poor 
teachers ; whereas, in the more populous and wealthy counties, the schools 
can be made effective by a tax of less than one-half of the maximum rate 
allowed by law. 

The followliig ftgures, taken from the last annual report, will derve to 
show the inequalities in taxation and length of terms : 
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Thus it will be seen, that Cambria county pays more tax for seiiool pur- 
poses, in proportion to her valuation, than any other county in the state; 
(the rate being lOf mills), and has but 4^ months 4iohool ; wheteas Dela- 
ware county pays, according to her valuation, less than one third as much 
tax as Oambda, and has nearly twice as many months school. The remedy 
for the inequalities, which now weigh so heavily upon the less opulent 
counties, is to be sought in an amendment to the school law, making the 
tax for school .purposes equal throughout the state, and providing for its 
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distribation among the diBtricts, in proportion to the number of ohildrea to 
be edacated therein. 

Ae the safety and prosperity of a free state depend upon the virtne and 
intelligence of its citisens, and as these qaalities can only exist by being 
propogated by means of a Tirtaons ednoation, it becomes the dnty of the 
State to make prorision for the education of those who are to be its futove 
oitizens. And, in making proWsion for education, it is the duty of the State 
to furnish means of instruction, to an equal degree, to the children of all 
its parts, since it is upon the virtue and intelligence of the whole, and not 
upon a part merely, of its citizens, that the prosperity and safety of the 
State depend. Therefore the humblest child, in the poorest district, ought to 
have facilities for elementary instruction, equal to those residing in the most 
fevered section of the State. 
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School Houses, — Two frame houses, too small to be convenient, have 
been built in Shippen, during the year. One in Grove, without proper 
ftimiture. 

Schools.'^The directors persist in opening some of the schools, for the 
summer term, as soon as the weather is fine, and the roads are good, and 
keeping them open for four months, without a winter term, which makes 
but two months and a half, or three months in the proper y^ar. Otheis 
are not opened till into July. 

VisiMions.'^l made from one to five visits to each house, but in some of 
them the schools were not in session, the teacher being absent. After my 
recovery from an attack of lung fever, I visited one school in Orove, tlie 
12th of September ; it had closed ; being open but three months in the 
school year. I went three times to a school in Oibson, 30 miles from n^ 
residence^ and found it empty, each time, the teacher being absent 
Directors, parents and citizens, almost wholly neglect to visit the schools ; 
a faot which is very much to be deplored. 

2tecAers.— >Three males have been employed ; all the rest were females. 
Oenend satisfaction g^ven. Teachers are generally improving. 

FubUo filen^meiU.— -Although public sentiment (without dissent, oo far 
as I know) is entirely in favor of the school system, yet there is a very 
serious lack of personal effort on the part of directors and citisens, to render 
the syatem effective. 
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Educational matters of the coanty have been steadily bat slowly advanx)- 
ing. There seems to be generally a disposition manifested to support the 
cause, and carry out the school law to some extent, though not so effectually 
as is desired. Where the directors arc intelligent, and thorough working 
men, the schools prosper as well as oould be expected, while in the hands 
of illiterate and disinterested directors, we have just the reverse, poor schools, 
short terms, inferior teachers, and much dlsaaUsfaction with a poorly edo- 
caied class of young meu and women, all of which are the lef^timate effects 
of mismanagement 

Eau^et. — By reference to the statistical report, It wlQ be seen, that al> 
though we have many reasonably good school houses in the county, most 
of them might be much Improved at a trifling expense. With scarcely a 
single exception, the grounds of all are unimproved, and many are entirely 
without the neoeesary out-buildiogs. The attentiou of directors was called 
to this important fact in my last annual report, yet there seems to be but 
little effort made to remody the oviL Yentilation has also been sadly ne^^ 
Ucted in the oonstructioQ of honsee. Window saah in all school housas 
should be hung on pulleys, With cords and weights ; they should also be 
well supplied with Hues for ventilating purposes, to carry off the foul air, 
and admit pure and fresh. Many a bright, promising youth has been coi^ 
signed to a premature grave, by diseases contracted in badly ventilated 
school rooms« A little attention to this important matter, by directors, 
would rob the fell dostrojrer of an eiBciont weapon, which scatters the seeds 
of sickness, suffering and death, In the ranks of the young. It will also 
relieve parents from much care and anxiety. 

Preparations are being made for a number of new houses,, which are to 
be ready for the fall terms of school They will be superior la oonstruction 
to the old houses now in general use. 

Furniture. — ^None except the new houses have been supplied with new 
furniture. Three districts have been supplied with out-line maps, by the 
directors, and a few schools with alphabetical card& 

Every ungraded school in the county should be supplied with fuU sets of 
magnetic globes, numerical frames and alphabetical charts. With these im- 
provements, the labors of the teachers would be greatly facilitated, and much 
time saved in teaching the elementary branches, and at the same time they 
could be taught more effectually. The time thus saved should be devoted. 
to the more advanced classes, so that the whole school would be benefited,, 
and the parents saved the expense of buying many elementary books. This. 
can all be accomplished at a very small expend to the directors. 
6 School Bbp. 
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Schools. — The schools in Maach Chunk borough were more atrictlj 
graded during the last year than they had been heretofore, and the results are 
very satisfactory. Under the supervision of S. W. Rice, the energetic 
principal of the high school, sustained and encouraged by an intelligent 
working board of directors, we expect soon to have the public schools of 
Mauch Chunk inferior to none in the State. The schools of Summit Hill 
and Nesquehoning are in a very good condition. The directors have been 
faithful in the discharge of their duties. In E. Mauch Chunk the schools 
might be more strictly graded. Parry ville, Wiessport and Lehighton should 
have graded schools. In the agricultural portions of the county, the schools 
suffer for want of competent teachers. This is caused by short terms and 
low salaries. Longer terms, with increased salaries, will bring a new class 
of teachers into this part of the field, who will elevate the standard of edu* 
cation, and prove beneficial, in other respects, to these districts. 

ExaminaUons, — Public examinations were held in all the districts except 
Weatherly. The number of applicants, who presented themselves for inspec* 
tion, was l&,rger than in previous years. 

An unusually large number applied for private examinations after the 
regular appointments were over. This was rendered necessary to fill vacan- 
cies created by teachers resigning, who had taken charge of schools at the 
commencement of the fall terms, but abandoned them to engage in other 
business. A few certificates were endorsed, but only in special cases.— 
Public examinations were held in some instances where not a single director 
was present, although previous notice of the time and place had been given. 

VisiUUionB. — All the schools in the county were visited twice, and many 
of them three times. Very few visits were made in company with directors 
or parents. 

IrisiitvJtes — Institutes were regularly held in Mauch Chunk borough; 
they were well attended, and the exercises were instructive and interesting ; 
they were also attended by some of the teachers Arom E. Mauch Chunk. 
Lower Towamensing, E. Penn and Mahoning districts held institutes regu- 
larly. In addition to these, regular monthly institutes were held at Le- 
highton, in the high school room, for the benefit of those teachers who wished 
to attend from the adjacent districts. 

The annual County institute was held at Mauch Chunk, and, although 
not largely attended, it was considered profitable and interesting to those 
present. It is hoped that teachers and directors will interest themselves in 
these meetings. If properly kept up, they will prove highly beneficial, 
especially to young teachers. 

In conclusion, I return my sincere thanks to directors, teachers and all 
the Mends of education in the county, for their uniform kindness to me in 
the past, and ask their co-operation in the future. 
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OENTRB OOXJNTT.— T. Holahaw, 

School Edu9e$, — ^Eight honses have been built, at an aggregate cost of 
about $6,500. One is a two story brick edifice, with two rooms, intended 
for a graded school. The rest are frame, in modem style of architecture, 
oecupjing suitable sites, and well furnished. The one built in Boggs was 
unfortunately burned in mid winter, and the one in Worth is too close to 
the township line to accommodate the sub-district The house built in 
Rush is a neat, substantial fabric, having one acre for play-grounds. All 
these buildings are sufficiently large, with black-board surface ranging from 
75 to 120 square feet. It is frequently difficult for boards to procure pro- 
per sites when contemplating to build, therefore the law which enables 
Chester and other counties to secure building lots, should be made general. 

It is due to the district, of Gregg to notice, that within the last four years 
it has built four brick houses, at a cost of about $4,000. Those reported 
suitably improved, still lack some essentials, and those unfit, are rickety 
structures, that are not fit to be the training places of youtL Huston and 
Walker, and perhaps Rush, intend to build this summer. 

Furniture and Apparatus. — The only ones supplied with furniture and 
apparatus are those built within the year, and about 100 sets ef Gornell's 
out-line maps have been introduced in some of the districts. Arithmetical 
frames, cards and elocutionary charts have been introduced in the Bellefonte 
schools. Black-boards have been procured by several schools, and the fur- 
niture of others has been repaired. No doubt as soon as directors are pre- 
pared, poor houses and furniture will altogether disappear. 

Schools. — Total number 185 — graded 37 ; graded during the year 2 ; well 
classified, except in arithmetic, 183 ; and moral instruction is imparted by 
means of the Bible in nearly all the schools In nearly all our graded 
schools, algebra, philosophy, history and composition are taught in addi- 
tion to the branches enumerated in the provisional certificate. Some ten or 
twelve of those ungraded have taught history, algebra and natural science. 

Public Examinations. — Twenty-eight public and thirty-six private ex- 
aminations were held ; 69 directors and many citizens favored us with their 
presence; 5 received professional certificates, 191 provisional, 32 were re- 
jected and 58 were examined privately, at the written request of directors, 
nine were renewed for satisfactory reasons, and one annulled. Average 
grade of certificates 2. The plan of inspection, indicated in our former re- 
ports, has not been changed. It has given satisfaction to all parties. 

Teachers — Number employed 185 ; males 101, females 84; average age 
25 ; 33 have had no experience, and 28 have taught less than one year. 
Seven attended Normal school; 127 have read professional books, and 
three have fttiled to give satisfaction. The wages of our teachers are too 
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low, while the cost of living is high. This has forced the older teachers 
from the ranks, which had to be filled by in^perienced recruits. Teaching 
will never get to be a respectable business so long as it denies its devotee 
the means of subsistence. Directors will not give a living salarj, and com- 
petent teachers are obliged to abandon the profession or struggle with 
penury from time to time. 

Visitations. — All the schools were visited once, except one ; and about 
the half of them a second time, and a few three times, devoting, on an aver- 
Qge, about one and a-balf hours to each. Directors accompanied us on 
twenty-five occasions to fifty schools. To make this duty more effective 
two visits should be paid to oach school. The first to note its workings and 
leave instructions where tl^cy are needed ; and the second to ascertain if 
these have been carried out faithfully. This, however, is impracticable in 
counties having many schools and short terms. If directors would extend 
the term to at least six mouths, school visitations would have the desired 
eft'ect 

District InHUutes. — Seven districts have held institutes— had an aggre- 
gate of forty-nine meetings and an attendance of forty- five members. Six 
were attended by the county superintendent. The decrease since last 
year is caused by the change in the law in relation to them. The few that 
Lave been in operation have done tolerably well, and it is to be regretted 
that our directory did not make them more general. The efficiency of these 
meetings, when rightly conducted, is acknowledged by all, but when other- 
wise, they become a burlesque on the cause of education. The non-pro- 
gressive drones who attended them merely to save the fine inflicted by the 
boards for non-attendance, has given thi.s means of improvement a check 
that will retard the onward march of improvement for some time to couie. 

Educational Mcetingit. — A county institute of five days' continuance was 
held in the borough of Uniouville, in the beginning of October. Male teach- 
ers were not strongly represented there, but the females could boast of a 
fail' representation. It was conceded to be a pleasant and profitable ses- 
sion. There was no foreign aid. Our ministers, lawyers and teachers laid 
hold of the work, the citizens favored us with their presence, and entertain- 
ed the teachers free of charge. It was in real interest, if not in numbers, a 
complete success. The community here is noted for intelligence and hospi- 
tality. Another county institute, in union with Clinton, was held at Hub- 
lersburg, on the 23d and 24th of February. The attendance of teachers was 
small, owing to the impassable condition of the roads ; nevertheless, it was 
tbought to be a " feast of reason and a flow of soul" to all who attended. 
The Rev. Mr. Long, and Miss M. Brown, of the Jacksonville seminary, con- 
tributed much to make it interesting. At the former, Webster's Unabridg- 
ed dictionary, and Wickersham's works on teaching, were awwded to the 
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best Bpellers, and at the latter, a series of Parker and Watson's Readers, and 
Clark's Grammars. Lectures, essays and practical drills, in the various 
branches, were the order of the daj. 

Graded £fc^oob.— Thirty- seven graded schools are now orjranized, and 
four more will be added the coming year. The advantages of this course 
is understood among us and appreciated. Every town and hamlet, except 
Rebersburg and Stormstown, has its schools graded, and in a flourrshing 
.condition. The people see that the plan of grading schools will soon super- 
sede the necessity which gave rise to select schools, and that by a judicious 
management of the common school funds, a liberal education may be im* 
parted to all. The ezdusiveness and self importance which is frequently 
seen in select schools, are detrimental to a Republican government. We 
need schools of a high order, but they ought to be accessable to all classes . 
of society ; hence, graded common schools are the de%ideraiun\ to accom- 
plish this end. 

Plan of Examinations, — The course adopted at first has been adhered to, 
viz : The oral and written methods combined. 

Edveational Agencies — The number of agencies reported last year is 
still in operation, and need not be repeated here. From 60 to 70 applicants 
for certificates present themselves annually from these schools. Many of 
them are of meagre attainments-— they set out too soon. A course of two 
years study, instead of one session, as is generally the ease, should be pur- 
sued previous to entering upon the arduous and responsible duties of the 
teacher. 

We want a Normal school in our district. Dr. Wm. Underwood, of 
TJnionville, has offered us a donation of ten acres of land upon which to 
erect it. The project is favorably received by many, and we trust that my 
successor will take the proper steps to its final completion. 

Compulsory Attendance. -^In my former report I suggested the adoption 
of some measure, by legislative action, to induce or compel parents to send 
their children to school more regularly, and in my opinion, a direct compul- 
sory law requiring parents to send to school daily would be inoperative as 
well as arbitrary, but if the distribution of the State appropriation bad for its 
basis the average number of children that attend the schools, instead of the 
number of taxables, as now, it, no doubt, would have the desired effect. 
Again, if the distribution of the State funds on this basis should fall to create 
an incentive to regular attendance at school, another remedy is suggested, 
i. e. Let the right of suffrage be denied to all who are now minors, upon 
their becoming of age, unless they possess a certain amount of education. 
If this be a salutary measure for Massaohusetts, and other enlightened 
States to enact, why not have such a law in Pennsylvania ? If a State or 
nation be justifiable in compelling its people to pay taxes for the education 
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of its youth, it is eqoallj right to devise some plan bj which it shall be sac- 
cessfollj imparted. Direct coercive measures would undoubtedlj fail to 
secure a good attendance in the schools, but an indirect course would ne- 
ceasarilj succeed. Let the illiterate old vote while thej live, but let mi- 
nors, having the facilities of schools, be required to be educated to a certain 
extent or forfeit their claim to the ballot box. 

Improvements Made, — Six years ago we commenced our career in our 
present capacity. At that time the office was held in low estimation by a 
majority of our people. During the latter part of my predecessor's admin- 
istration, petitions were forwarded to the Legislature for its repeal Under 
these adverse circumstances we laid hold of the helm of our educational 
affairs, and it affords us infinite pleasure to be able to say, that we have 
succeeded in steering them in the right direction, and moored our bark in 
a safe and friendly harbor. Our schools numbered 160 at the time ; now 
they are 185. Four only were graded ; now they are 37 such. Thirty- 
eight new school houses, of superior architecture and materials, have been 
erected within the last six years. The qualifications of our teachers have 
been elevated, uniform books and proper classification of scholars, and 
moral instruction, by means of the Scriptures of Divine Truth, have been 
introduced in all our schools, and the entire feeling in relation to the office 
of county superintendent is with the migority a fixed fad, and the strong 
arm of the school system. 

We have had formidable obstacles in the way. The war took our male 
teachers and gave us females, and meretyros. Taxation became oppressive ; 
hence, the school terms were shortened. The frequent calls upon men's 
patriotism and purses absorbed all other interests but war, and the wonder 
is that our noble system of education has survived its shocks. Politics, the 
bane of our churches and schools, have crept in. Partisan school direciors 
employ only such teachers as agree with tiiem in their views. 

Closing Semarke, — I cannot close this, my sixth and last annual report, 
without expressing my unfeigned thanks to directors, teachers and citizens 
in general, for the many marks of their kindness which I have received 
during my joumeyings among them. I now give up my stewardship with 
a consciousness of having done my duty, to the best of my knowledge and 
ability, and I trust ^my successor will endeavor to raise a strong edlfioe on 
the foundation I have striven to lay. 

My thanks are due to the department at Harrisburg for its kind instruc- 
tions and consideration, and to the friends of education in general^ for their 
co-operation and sympathies. Hoping that the next report from our coun- 
ty will be replete with cheering prospeotS; the present is respectfully sub- 
mitted. 
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CHESTER COUNTY.— W. W. Woodbuct. 

Eausea. — Whole number 293 ; frune 15 ; brick 65 ; stone 213. Five 
have been finished and occupied since the last report, viz : one respec- 
tively in Downingtown, East Pallowfield, London Grove, Lower Oxford and 
Penn. The house in Downingtown is conveniently arranged and well fur- 
nished, and cost about $6,000. The others are in rural districts, and cost 
from $1,200 to $2,000 each, including. land. They are all eligibly situated, 
except the one in Penn, but are without shade-trees. Two have not suffi« 
cient play-grounds. Forty -six houses are designated in the statistical report 
as unfit for use. Some of these are so utterly unfit that they are a public 
disgrace to the districts that tolerate their use for school purposes. East 
Cain, East Fallowfield, Highland, Ind. District No. 1, New London, East 
Nottingham, West Nottingham, Lower Oxford, Upper Oxford, Pennsburg, 
Phoenixville, E. Pikeland Uwchlan, Upper Uwchlan, West Chester and 
Bast Whiteland are entitled to more credit for good houses than any other 
districts in the county. The districts whose houses, with an occasional 
exception, are especially worthy of condemnation, are Charlestown, West 
Ooshen, New Garden, Schuylkill, West Whiteland and Willistown. There 
are certain houses, in districts not given above, that are totally unfit for use, 
viz : one in West Brandywine, one in West Fallowfield, two in Honey- 
brook one in London Britain and two in Talley. Others, occupied last year, 
would be mentioned in this list, were it not understood that the districts 
are building new and convenient houses the present season. 

In the borough of West Chester the houses are satisfactory. In Pboenlz- 
ville they are very good and are conveniently arranged, but are not suffi- 
ciently commodious for the increasing number of pupils. The houses In 
Eennett Square and Oxford, though they cannot be classed as unfit, are not 
at all in keeping with the general intelligence and enterprize of the people, 
or the growing wants of these thriving towns. They ought to be super- 
seded at once by commodious and convenient houses. Downingtown and 
Ooatesville, two important and flourishing towns on the Pennsylvania Cen- 
tral railroad, are not provided with suitable school houses. Instead of 
building in some central locality, a house arranged for all the different de- 
partments of«a first-class graded school, the directors of Downingtown have 
built, at the eastern end of the town, a house well arranged for two depart- 
ments, and have slightly repaired an old and unsuitable building, standing 
remote from side-walks, for the accommodation of the children in the west- 
em part of the borough ; making it impracticable to have anything like a 
central grammar or high school, unless another building is erected suitable 
for the three departments of a graded school Until t&ia« or something 
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eqaivaleDt is done, the borough will not be provided with saitable pablic 
school accommodations. 

In Coatesville there seiems to be no oonvenient and saitable location for 
a school house ; and althongh there has been much talk and some planning, 
nothing in the way of building a suitable house has been actually accom- 
plished. It is very clear that the town ought to have better public school 
accommodations ; but it is not so clear just what should be done in the 
nutter. 

JExaminations. — Fifly public, and about twenty-five office ;ezaminatioD8 
were held. The oral method was generally adopted ; but as often as prao- 
tLcable, the written and oral were combined. Substantially the same course 
was pursued as that detailed in the report for 1863. The number of appli- 
cants examined was 557 ; the number rejected, 90. An unusual number 
at applicants were without experience. Many presented themselves at the 
examinations with their memories crammed with a *' hubbub wild " of rules 
and definitions,—- the acquisition of the last few days and nights of study- 
but with little ability to show that they had any clear and rational appre- 
hension of the branches upon which they were examined. The number of 
provisional certificates granted was 467 ; the number of professional 20.— 
Professional certificates are not given at the public examinations, but are 
sent without solicitation when it is thought they are merited. Fifty-one 
have been given during the last six years. 

2%ac^^«.— There have been employed in the public schools, during some 
portion of the year^ 84 males and 287 females. Teachers were scarce. 
In many instances the schools were not opened at the usual time ; teachers 
iK)t being obtainable. In this state of things, oertificates were granted to 
many who would not have received them, had the supply of better qualified 
applicants been sufficient While our most experienced teachers have been 
uncommonly diligent in iinproving themselves, so many have left teaching 
for more remunerative employments, and more ^* permanent situations, " 
and their places have been filled by persons without experience, that the 
general average of qualification has fallen off. It is not to bo expected, 
neither is it desirable, that any large class of persons should make public 
school teaching a permanent profession. But it does seem important that 
more young men and women of character and culture should be induced to 
engage in teaching, and to continue in it for a longer time than is usual— 
This can be attained only by paying better salaries. At the present wages 
no young man of enterprize and energy can be induced to follow teaching 
for any considerable length of time. He will seek some other department 
of effort more remunerative. Indeed, it is difficult to understand how a man 
of good bodily health and soundness can maintain his self-respect or secure 
the respect of others, if he is willing to doom his children to want and bis 
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old age to 'porertj, bj teaching school seven or eight months in each year, 
from yonth to old age, at $25 or $30 per month. If Chester conntj were 
an appropriate field for missionary labor in the cause of education, the 
teacher who would heroically undertake the duty, would be worthy of all 
honor. But we are able to employ competent teachers, and to pay theq^ 
liberal wages ; and it is no credit to us that we seem to be laboring to find 
^he line of demarcation Between the living and the starving point as the fit 
criterion by which to regelate their compensation. 

It is again affirmed that females succeed better in teaching than males. 
This is not because they are females, for we believe the advantages and 
disadvantages of the attributes specially characteristic of the sexes are 
probably about equal. But more fields of effort are open to males than to 
females ; and young men, if earnest and enterprizing, cannot be induced, at 
present salaries, to take any special interest in teaching ; as they are only 
" putting in the time" until something better offers. On the other hand, 
females are confined more to their native localities, and when they have 
once entered on the business of teaching, seem to take more interest 'in 
qualifying themselves for their duties. 

Comparatively few of those who essay to teach have ingenuity and tact 
in developing the minds of their pupils, and inducing them, to think. In- 
deed, but few of them seem ever to have apprehended that this is any essen- 
tial part of teaching. They " keep schooV^ — that is, they commence at 
the proper time ; they see that the scholars are in their proper places ; 
that each has proper bench room ; that their arms are folded at the proper 
time; that they walk on tip-toe. Or they '* hear recUations^^ — ^that is, 
they ask all the questions ; listen to all the answers ; correct faithfully 
whatever is not in accordance with the book ; assign the next lesson, and 
then— caZZ tfie next class / No oral instruction that re-produces the lessoUi 
translating the stiff, exact, or cloudy language of the text- book into familiar 
phrase, and bringing it into warm contact with the mind of the pupiL No 
pointed cross-examination that wakes up the mind and throws it into the 
focal light and heat of the subject, until the glistening eye and rapt atten- 
tion attest that the lesson has found a lodgment, and that the mind of the 
pupil has become instinct with interest, caught and kindled by contact with 
the fervid mind of the teacher. But instead, a dull routine, that does not 
STOUse the mind, that quickens no apprehension, that develops no thought- 
power, cultivates no accurate discrimination, only a meaningless verbal 
memory. 

Some of our teachers, aware of their bondage to this oold| burdensome body 
of death, are. making vigorous and successful efforts to escape from their 
thraldom; while others, alas, hug their chains, push gently but firmly 
firom them the hand stretched out to deliver, and faithfully — ^yea conscien- 
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tlonsly too — tread their bark-mill round of datji never learning the " more 
excellent way." 

Teachers are not alone to blame for this stupid and lifeless method of 
teaching, so-called. When they attempt the adoption of a more rational 
and effective method, they are sometimes interfered with by directors and 
parents, who say ^'yonr method uxmt do. Yon most be easy on the chit 
dren. Our scholars have always had two trials in spelling, and yea must 
not be too severe on them." 

Thus, many naturally energetic teachers are induced to adopt this '^easy" 
method ; and are taught by the constant pressure of official and public 
sentiment, that success — which means getting along easily — depends not so 
much upon understanding their business and attending to it, as upon under* 
standing the habits and customs of the people and attending to them. The 
teacher makes the school. We have school houses, and school furniture, 
and tezt-books, that ought long since to have given place to new and better. 
But with good teachers the other conveniences will not be long withheld. 
To improve the schools, then, we must have better teachers. To have better 
teachers we must pay better wages, and thus induce persons better qualified 
to enter the profession, or those already in it, to fit themselves better fbr 
their responsibilities ; while all school officers should also discriminate wise- 
ly, firmly and impartially in regard to those who present themselves as ap- 
plicants for certificates and schools. 

Fm^o^um^.— The number of visits made to the schools 349 ; the average 
length about one hour and twenty minutes. The law requiring the secre- 
tary of each district to inform the superintendent when the schools open, 
the length of the term, &c., was not generally complied with, and it was 
not known when the schools in certain districts would close ; thus 9 schools 
were not visited during their session. 

Many persons expect too much from school visitation. They expect the 
superintendent to visit every school in the county, and remain at least half 
a day in each. And they seem to expect that when he visits a school, he 
will fully understand every thing that is wrong in the character or condoet 
of the teacher, either in school or out, and correct it ; will exorcise the evil 
spirit from every pupil ; ascertain the exact progress of each scholar, as 
well as all his deficiencies ; and, in short, leave both teacher and school in 
an entirely regenerated condition. This is no exaggeration. It falls short 
of what I have heard expressed. But it is no small undertaking, even to 
call at all the schools in a county as large as this ; and the best the super* 
intendent can do is to visit each school, remaining an hour or two, observe 
the general tone of the school, the spirit of both teacher and pupils, the 
interest manifested, hear one or two classes, thus illustrating his manner of 
teaching, say a few eheerftil and encouraging words to all present, make a 
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few Buggeatioos privately to the teacher, perhaps, and go on to the next 
school 

The good results arising from risitation are general, rather than special. 
It is not so much what the superintendent says or does when he visits a 
school that makes visitation important, as the^ fact that he is expected bj 
teachers and pupils. For it is pretty well understood by teachers that order 
and diligence in school must become a habit. Neither can be extemporized 
on the advent of the superintendent If they are not habitual, they will 
not come at the bidding. 

Directors visit the schools as frequently as could be expected, considering 
their other duties, which must all be performed gratuitously. Parents and 
citizens seldom. 

Imtitutes. — The County Teachers' institute, held last October and Novem- 
ber, was probably the most successful educational meeting ever held in the 
county, unless the meeting of the State Teachers' association in 1859 be 
an exception. About 300 teachers were present, and the interest continued 
unflagging to the end. Instruction was given in methods of teaching, and 
in civil government, by Rev. Tho. K. Beecher, of Elmira, N. Y.; in read- 
ing and vocal culture, by Prof. Robert Eidd, of Cincinnati, Ohio ; in natu- 
ral history and general criticism, by Prof. S. S. H aldeman, of Columbia, 
Pa. ; in geography and map drawing, by Dr. Franklin Taylor, of West 
Chester, and A. S. Aphgar, of Philadelphia, Pa.; and in penmanship, by 8. 
A. Potter, of the same city. Lectures were delivered by Rev. W. R 
Moore, of West Chester; Prof J. P. Wickersham, of Millersville; Rev. Tho» 
K. Beecher and Prof. Haldeman, and a poem by J. Oarrett Walker, A. M., 
Principal of the Phoenixville grammar school. Five hundred words were 
spelled by about 200 teachers, and 18 Worcester's dictionaries, including 6 
quartos, were given as premiums to the best spellers. Gold peus were 
given to a number of teachers who had made the greatest improvement in 
writing during the year. 

District institutes are unpopular. Out of 64 districts only 17 attempted 
to hold institutes. 

JBducaHonal Agencies, — The principal ones are private schools. Of these 
there are about 50 in the county. They are of all grades, from the most 
superficial, taught by persons who have failed at public examinations, to 
the most thorough, taught by some of the most accomplished scholars in 
the county. These schools, comprising altogether between 2,000 and 3,000 
pupils, the most of whom belong in the county, should be taken into ac- 
count in estimating our educational appliances, and also in determining our 
educational standing. Algebra, geometry, physiology and some other of 
the higher branches, are taught in a few of our public schools. But in fully 
i ne half of the private schools not only are the mathematics and natural 
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gciences taaght, bat in very many of them thorough inBtniction is given in 
the Latin, Greek, French and Qerman languages, and freqnently in masic, 
painting and drawins. There can be no doubt but that our private schools, 
by absorbing the most advanced scholars, interfere somewhat with the fall 
development and illastration of our common school system. Tet he who 
opens A private school, thereby affording to the community better eddca- 
tional advantages than were before enjoyed, is a public benefactor. And 
he who sends his son or daughter to the best school within his reach, is 
only discharging a sacred parental duty. In the schools of our rural dis- 
tricts, scholars are found, from year to year, who are so far In advance of 
the other pupils, that they cannot be successfully taught in the same school. 
These, gathered from a large number of schools, with additions f^om abroad, 
make up our flourishing private schools ; and although they sometimes in- 
terfere with the most complete success of our public schools, yet we wel- 
oome them as co-laborers in the great work, which must be done anew for 
every generation, the work of educating, to the highest attainable point, 
every child of the Commonwealth. Schools, both public and private, are 
means, not ends. And he is wise who devotes himself mainly to the rear- 
ing of the edifice of a sound and healthy culture for our youth, caring little 
for the kind of scaffolding by means of which the work is accomplished, 
provided it be reasonably safe. These two classes of schools assist each 
other. The public schools help supply the private schools with pupils, 
while the private schools, in turn, help supply the public schools with 
teachers. *'Let both grow together until the harvest " 

The foregoing remarks are made more especially with reference to schools 
in the rural districts. In our boroughs and larger t'lwns it should be the 
persevering aim of all school officers to make the public schools of such a 
grade and character, as will meet the wants of the most advanced pupils, 
who may wish to avail themselves of their advantages. The means are at 
command. The pupils will be forthcoming whenever the privileges as- 
sured become sufficiently attractive. There should be no playing into the 
hands of private schools, either by intention or default. Private schools 
ask nothing of the kind, or if they do, they should not. The public school 
must stand or fall by its character and the work it can accomplish. Let 
the private schools abide the same test. 

The school boards of West Chester, Phcenixville and Coatesville have 
l&bored with zeal, and somewhat of success, to make their schools more 
worthy of the patronage of those whose scholars are somewhat advanced. 
If there has been, on the part of the boards of Downingtown, Kennett 
Square and Oxford, a resolute purpose to do the same, I have not observed 
that it has been accompanied by corresponding effort. 

Lincoln Univereiiy. -^Vhis institution, for the education of persons of 
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African deacentv was formorlj kaown as Ashman institute. Within the 
last year it has been yerjmnch enlarged, re-organized and re-chartered. 
From a quite thorough personal acquaintance with the president, Rev. J. 
N. Kendall, Oxford, Pa., I feel well assured that the institution, under his 
direction, will be an efficient instrumentality for good to a long neglected 
and greatly abused race. A.nd I do most heartily commend it to the confi- 
dence and sympathy of all who approve its labors and its aims. 

JProgreis. — ^It is difficult to mark the progress in a county so old and 
fixed as Chester. Our school houses improve. Whether upon the whole 
our teachers do, is doubtful. Probably the general average would indicate 
a slight advancement in the mode of teaching, if not in scholarship. Publie 
sentiment changes but slowly, if at alL While it is not openly hostile to 
the school system, it fails in many parts of the county to give its warm 
support Schools are established and maintained from five to ten months 
in every district, but in few do the affections of the people cluster about 
them as an ornament and a glory. 
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School HoxMes. — Whole number in the county, I7l ; frame, 157 ; brick, 7; 
log, 7 ; built last year, 8 ; unfit for use, 26 ; having no out-houses, 25 ; 
with sufficient grounds, 167 ; grounds suitably improved, 30 ; well venti- 
lated, 71; suitable furniture, 53; insufficient furniture, 118; supplied dur- 
ing the year, 8 ; — being tbe new ones. The eight new houses are as follows, 
viz: Madison 2, neat aud comfortable frame, cost $1,750; Farmington 3, 
gpood frame houses, cost $1,625 ; Washington 1, sabstantial frame house, 
cost $700 ; Mill Cruek 1, small frame house, cost $375 ; Elk 1, good frame 
house, cost not known at presents These new houses are furnished with 
good desks and black-boards. Thus it will bo seen that we are making slow, 
but supe, progress in the way of changing our old log houses for new frame 
edifices. 

Houses Needed, — Madison needs a large bouse in Brady^s Bend, which 
the directors intend to build as soon as possible. Farmington needs three 
new houses, to accommodate all the children between the ages of six and 
twenty -one. Salem needs a large new house. The house in the village of 
Salem is entirely unfit for school purposes, and there appears, as yet, to be 
no effort made to supply its place with a better one. 6qrllsville borough 
needq a graded school, which the directors intend to establish as soon as 
posaible. 
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Schools. — Whole number, IIS^ ; of these ten are graded, v{% : two in 
Clarion, two in Strattonrille, two in New Bethlehem, two in Bimenbnrg, 
and two in Callensbnrg. Namber haying a good classification, 158| ; num- 
ber not having a good classification, 15. There are no schools In the eonnty 
without some classification. Those reported as not well classified are In 
districts where a variety of text-books are nsed. Number having ont- 
llne maps, 164>; one- fourth of which number have charts. We hsvano 
schools well supplied with new and improved furniture. The j are also very 
deficient in apparatus. I call the attention of all our directors to the im' 
portance of grading their schools and furnishing them with improved ftamt* 
ture and apparatus. Let us use every possible means to advance our schools. 

Examinaiuma. — Whole number of public examinations held, 23 ; office 
examinations, 8 ; applicants examined, 196 ; number of provisional certifi- 
cates granted, 180; professional, 11; renewed, 19; applicants rejected, 5 ; 
average grade of provisional certificates, ^^-^g. 

Teachers. — Whole number employed about 188, of which number 60 were 
males, and 128 females ; total number of entire failures, 8 ; number having 
no experience in teaching, 31 ; number having taught lesd than one year, 
54 ; number who have attended a Normal school, 12 ; number who have 
read professional books, 83 ; number who have read no such books, 108. 

Directors were obliged to hire some teachers very deficient in scholarship, 
having figures on their provisional certificates as low as four. From tbli 
oause arose the total failures. It affords me pleasure to say that all our 
teachers, with the above exceptions, were successful, or at least they ren- 
dered satisfaction to their patrons and the school officers. Some of our 
teachers sought employment in sister counties, where they received higher 
wages. 

Visitations. — Whole number of visits, 173 ; of this number 53 were in 
company with directors ; time spent in each school about two hours ; miles 
traveled, 1,681 ; official letters written, 172 ; number of educational meet- 
ings attended, 18 ; days spent in official business, 172. 

District InstiitUes. — There were very few institutes held. In many parts 
of this county it is almost impossible for females to attend on account of the 
distance and bad roads. Directors, in most of the districts, require the 
teachers to teach two days In lieu of the institutes. 

Educational Agencies. — We have now seventeen private schools, em- 
ploying 19 teachers, and having more than six hundred pupils in attendance. 
Some of these are schools of a high grade, and are doing a good work in the 
way of supplying us with teachers. 

The practice of dividing the term into summer and winter schools is hst 
growing, as it should, into disfavor. In a number of districts the schools 
are opened early in the fall and continued under the same teachers ibr'Che 
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ftill term of five months. In this case there ehonld be a recess of two weeks 
abont the latter part of December. 

Wants.^'We want a corps of experienced and skillful teachers, who will 
make teaching a business, and not merely a stepping stone to something 
more lacratiye. We want ten months' school in the jear, without oppress- 
ing our citizens with taxation. We want to make the teacher's profession 
self-supporting, like any other of the learned professions. The onlj way, in 
•ur humble opinion, to accomplish all this, at one stroke, is by legislation, or 
in other words, by equalizing taxation for school purposes over the whole 
State. Some of the townships in this county pay twenty-six mills on the 
dollar for school and building purposes. These very townships can keep 
their schools open but four months in the year. If we could give teachers 
ten months' employment in the year, and a liberal salary, we would soon 
have a large number of men and women who would do nothing else but 
teach. Many leave the profession in this county because they only get four 
months' employment in the year. We want more primary text-books in 
oar schools. I find many little boys and girls studying, or rather trying to 
study, the advanced arithmetic, large grammar and geography, who have 
never as much as seen the primary books on these subjects. Let us put 
books into the hands of these little children that they can understand. I 
now call the attention of patrons, teachers and directors to this important 
matter. 



CLEARFIELD COUNTY. 
[No Report] 



CLINTON COUNTY.— D. Hier. 

iBbtoes.— Three new houses have been built during the year, (embraced 
in this report,) at an aggregate cost of about $2^500 : one in Beech Creek, 
one in Bald Eagle, and one in Pine Creek townships. They reflect muoh 
credit upon the directors, who had them under their supervision. Two of 
them are very neatly finished. Due attention has also been given to the 
oomfort and convenience of the pupils, in the construction and arrangement 
of the furniture. Sufficient black-board anrfaee is also provided. The 
houses are pleasantly located, and easy of access. The grounds are sufficient, 
and well supplied with shade trees of nature's planting. There have been no 
other changes, worthy of note, in regard to ftimiture, apparatus or grounds, 
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since the last report O&e house was barned, but is being rotplaced bj 
a large and commodioas structure, calculated for a graded school. 

Famiture.'^-One house has been supplied with suitable fumitore, and 
fi^e with out-line maps. Good apparatus is almost indispensable in imparting 
knowledge successfully, on the various subjects to which it relates. If the 
mind is the most important part, then we should supply the necessary im* 
plements for its successful caltivation. Many of our school booses are 
without anything whaterer to attract the attention, save the old sombre 
walls, whose very appearance is more like a dismal prison than a place 
where lively, buoyant children are to be educated and prepared for future 
usefulness. Of all places, none deserve to be made more attractive than 
thoee where our children are to be educated and trained for the duties of 
active life. 

St-JiooU. — There are 104 schools in the county — an increase of four during 
the year. Grugan township has 3 schools. (Not reported last year in the 
statistical table for Clinton county.) No new graded schools have been 
established. In addition to the branches required by law, algebra, geometry, 
Latin, history, astronomy, natural philosophy, book-keeping, phjSM>logj, 
analyfciis and physical geography, are taught in quite a number of the schools. 
The schools are generally classified, but all have not yet established a onl* 
form series of books. There has been quite a perceptible improvement !d 
the schools during the year, and the average attendance was better than it 
has been during the p^t five years, which I gather from the reports of those 
years. Therefore we have reason to take courage, and try to double our 
oiTorts, inasmach as we have not toiled in vain. 

Teachers. — Ninety-four teachers have been employed ; fifty-six males and 
thirty-eight females. Nine hold professional certificates, and eightj-five 
provisional. The teachers gave very general satisfaction. Some were 
quite yoang and inexperienced, but gave proof of their skill and ability both 
to tt*ach and to govern ; and it is hoped that they will continue in the pro- 
fossion in which they evinced so much promise. The greatest improvement 
is always perceptible in those schools in which the same teacher has been 
employed for several successive terms. It is injurious to any school to be 
constantly changing teachers ; and where a teacher proves acceptable to a 
community, and his school Improves constantly, his services should be re- 
tained, if possible. It is better to pay a good teacher $50 or $60 per month, 
than an inferior one $20. The best is certainly the cheapest in the end. 

-ffj^amrnoftkmg.— Number of public examinations, 12; number private, 
(by special request of directors, on account of the scarcity of teachers,) 12; 
number of certificates issued, 90 ; average grade, Ig ; on 35, the grade is 
oflie and a fraction ; on 12, two ; on 37, two and a fraction ; and on 6, three. 
The lowest grade Is three, and I issue very few so low as that. I combine 
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the written and oral methods. In orthography I nsaallj gire from fifty to 
seventy words] which every teacher is required to write and analyze. I 
then question them on the elementary sounds, and their method of teaching 
them. 

Fmto^iofw.— All the schools were visited once, (except four, which were 
in remote parts of the county, and not open when I was in the neighbor- 
hood,) some twice, and others three times. Time spent In school half day. 
Distance traveled during year, 1, 100 miles. The manner of improving the 
time, during visitations, varies according to the skill and experience of the 
teacher. If he underatands his business, I simply listen to and note his 
''modus operandi;^' if he is inexperienced and deficient in method, I ask 
permission to conduct a class or two, for the purpose of giving my method 
of instruction ; taking care, however, not to seem to be instructing the 
teacher in the presence of the pupils, as it would hnve a bad influence, as 
children are generally close observers. 

If directors and parents would visit our schools more, it would have a most 
salutary effect. Their indifference is one of the greatest impediments to the 
advancement of our common school system. I always address the schools 
at the close of each visitation. 

Moral Instrttctum. — The Bible is read in almost all the schools, either by 
the teacher or the pupils, as an opening exercise. Some are opened by 
reading and prayer. The moral tone, it seems to me, is always higher in 
the schools where the pupils are taught to reverence the Bible. In some 
aehools the teachers lecture their pupils on morality and its influence upon 
their future career. 

Institutes. — Our eounty institute convened in Salona during the holidays. 
There was not as general an attendance as we desired to see, but nevef- 
theless we had a very profitable and interesting session, and the teachers 
who were present returned to their schools better prepared to discharge 
their arduous duties. Tbe exercises were those usually conducted at insti- 
tatee. Superintendent Hollihan, of Centre county, was present with us 
part of the time, and contributed much to the interest of tbe occasion. 
District institutes were kept up, during the winter term, in four districts, 
with much profit to those who took an active part in them. 

Closing Remarks. — During the time (If years) I have been trying to per- 
form the duties of county superinteodent, my intercourse with teachers, 
directors and the friends of education has been of the most pleasant char- 
acter ; and in breaking off my official relation with them 1 desire to tender 
to them the effusions of a grateful heart for the kindness, hospitality and 
urbanity shown me during the time I tried to discharge the duties of county 
9aperintendent. 

The school system meets with very general approbation throughout the 
7 SOHOOL Bkp 
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county, thoagh there are a few (and I am glad to saj verj few) who feeF 
little or no interest in the causa of educatloQ, that are disposed to carp at 
and find fault with the county superintendencj. Thej imagine it a sine- 
cure ojS^ce^ with few if any duties, and of little or nol)enefit to any one, and 
indeed that the system would be nearer perfection if the superintendencj 
were abolished. Of course any one, understanding the workings of ths 
8i/«<em, knows all these false ideas are entertained wholly on account of not 
having proper information on the subject complained of. 

In regard to prirate schools, there are but few in this county, and I do 
not deem their influence at all deleterious to the interest of our public school 
system. There are always some individuals (and especially in our large 
towns) who will not send their children to the public schools, because, as i 
general thing, they think they are too much crowded, and their chUdrei 
cannot receive the same attention that they would in private schools^ when 
the number of pupils is limited. It would not be right or just, in a land of 
liberty, to interfere with the personal rights of the citizens, by a prescribed 
method of instruction, to the exclusion of any other. 

The great irregularity of attendance might be remedied, in no amall de- 
gree : Ist, by a more general co-operation of parents with teachers ; 2d, I7 
rendering our places of instruction more attractive, by supplying tbem 
with neat and commodionB furniture, and with suitable apparatus, (mapi^ 
charts, globes, &c., &c.,) so that the school room would present an fnvitiog 
appeamnce, instead of the repulsive frown of a dreary, cheerless prison, 
without one attractive feature. No wonder children do not like to go tbem 
1 do not think the time has arrived yet when parents should be compelled, 
by legislative enactment, to send their children to school ; though the time 
may be rapidly approaching when something of the kind will really be oe* 
cessary, to cause the general diffusion of knowledge contemplated in ov 
public school system. A more general education of the masses is greatif 
desired ; but what means can be most advantageously adopted to secure 
that end ? If compulsory attendance will accomplish it, let it be done; 
but it is a question in my mind whether it will effect the desired object 
The greatest good to the greatest number should be the object aimed at. 

The schools of the county are improving favorably. 1st. A aniftn* 
series of books has been introduced into most of the schools, and heneei 
general classification is found, which tends greatly to their general is* 
provement 2d. Teachers take more interest in their schools, and are, 
general thing, more thorough in their instruction, and generally try to bin 
their pupils tell or explain the "reason why," which, I think, is a stepii 
the right direction. 

The principal hindrance in the way of more rapid progress in the 
of education in this county, is the total want of co-operation of pi 
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'with teachers in the education of their children. School visitation is also 
Terj much neglected, which is a great drawback, as the schools are without 
that extra stimulus which frequent visitations always create. As a proof 
of the assertion, the greatest improvement is alwajs visible in those schools 
which are visited most frequently. 
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Bbi«c«.— Eight new houses were built-^in Catawissa, one ; Conyngham, 
<me ; Fishing Creek, two ;^ Jackson, one ; Pine, two, and Sugarloaf, one. 
These are, except one in Piae, which was built mainly of the material of 
an old house and furnished with the old furniture, substantial buildings. 
Notwithstanding the erection of these new houses, and the repairing of 
several old ones, the number unfit for use is diminished but one. 

A few years of improvement like the past, and these objects of derision 
will have been removed. Though there is a progressive spirit exhibited in 
the selection of sites for school buildings, and in supplyiag play*grounds, 
yet two of the new houses have very little more ground than is occupied 
by the buildings. 

In Bloom district, improvement of grounds was commenced by the placing 
of a neat and lasting fence about the ground annexed to the house In which 
the higher grade school is taught, and planting shade trees. There are but 
two districts— ^Bloom and Montour — ^in which a greater number of bouses is 
required In two— ^Madison and Locust — ^by a more Judicious location, one 
or two houses might be dispensed with, and advantage to the sdltools be 
afforded by thus relieving the districts of unnecessary expenditure, and 
using the fund to keepi&g open a longer term of school. 

Furniture and Apparatus. — Nine rooms, including six of the new, have 
-been supplied with suitable flirniture. Two of the new houses are not 
suitably furnished ; six of them, though not furnished in a costly manner, 
are made comfortable and suitable. 

Very little progress hfts been made in procuring apparatus, except in the 
item of out-line maps. The directors of Benton, Bloom, Briar Creek, Cen- 
tre, Greenwood, Locust, Madison, Orange and Roaring Creek districts, pur- 
chased Aill sets of Cornell's out-line maps for the schools in their respective 
districts. These maps are fhmished with comparatively little expense, rnd 
if properly used, will form a material aid to teachers and pupils In schools 
of ordinary grade. Only six are well supplied with apparatus ; these have 
maps, charts, arithmetical and geometrical forms, globes, ftc. Seventy-two 
have none other than black-board, and one has not even black-board. 
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Schools. — Upon the cloee of the war all were anxious to return to the 
peaceful ayoeations of life, undlBtarbed and without fear of being called 
from homes and business, to engage in the fierce battles of the conntry. 
Consequently a yerj notable interest was manifested in common schools by 
directors, teachers, pupils and citizens. 

By mistake, the whole number of schools was represented in my last re- 
port as being one hundred and fifty-two. It should hare been one hundred 
and sixty-two. The whole number now is one hundred and sixty-three. 

Examinaiiovs. — The annual public examinations were held in August 
and September, at which one hundred and twenty-six teachers were exam- 
ined ; sixteen of whom were rejected. No professional certificates were 
issued at the examinations, fieventeen were issued after yisiting the schools, 
and becoming satisfied with the literary and professional qualifications of 
the teachers to whom they were given. The number of private examina- 
tions was reduced to about one-half of that reported last year, notice haviag 
been given that no teacher should receive private examinations, except in 
cases where the wants of the schools should make it necessary, and even 
then, under a fixed rule, that upon passing private examinatit>ns, certificates 
should be one grade lower than would be granted upon the same apparent 
qualifications at public examinations. By this means, tho timid and artfnl 
were urged to appear at the proper times and places, and be examined in 
the presence of the directors and citizens of the district in which they de- 
sired to teach. At eleven examinations, directors were present ; at seven, 
we were favored with comparatively large and very attentive audiences. 

Teachers — ^Teachers were more numerous than they have been at any 
time since the opening of the late war and of better grade. In the latter 
part of the season directors, who had not engaged teachers when there 
was less demand, were in a few cases forced to accept the services of those 
who could not claim to be properij qualified. The number of certificates 
issued at public examinations, last year, was only seventy-seven ; this year 
one hundred and ten were issued at the district examinations, and twenty 
at public examinations afterwards held at the superintendent's office, in 
Bloomsburg. The average grade of certificates was two. 

Visitations. — Visitations are conducted as nearly as possible in a familiar 
and unostentatious manner, with no more official character perceptible tham 
can be avoided. We believe the superintendent should not visit schools 
for the purpose of making a display of his own qualities, by taking charge 
of the school, and attracting, as he may — being a stranger and having ways 
peculiar to himself, and perhaps novel to the school — the attention of pu- 
pils and arousing a momentary interest In education which the teacher may 
not be able to sustain. This course tends to form in the minds 9.^ pupils an 
idea that their instructor is incompetent. Thus the teacher's labors are ob- 
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etrncted and In many instances made wholly nnarailable.' And npon sensi- 
tive teachers it may produce a discouraging effect, terminating in mnch 
injury where benefit should have resulted. Hence, we enter the school room 
to learn the ways, the wants and the character of both school and teacher.— 
Having done this, we endeavor by kind and ingenuous words, plainly ad- 
dressed, to warn the pupils of the evil arising ftom wrong conduct, and 
from neglect to attend properly to their duties, and urge them to cultivate 
moral and studious habits. To the teacher we speak privately, calling at- 
tention to improprieties in his method of teaching, and in the conduct of the 
school, and suggesting plans, by a proper application of which the school 
may be more successfully taught, the moral, intellectual and physical con* 
dition of the pupils improved and his labor made more cheerful. 

Prom one to four hours were spent in each visit — the time being usually 
regulated by the wants of the school. One hundred and eighty-nine visits 
were made, with an average length of about two hours each. In eleven 
districts, one or more of the directors accompanied me. 

District Institutes. — There were only four successfully maintained. Three 
others were organized, but owing to irregular attendance, very little ad- 
vantage was derived from them, and the directors choose rather to have 
two days of instruction in school each month. 

Bloomaburg Literary Institute. — Under this name an institution was 
opened recently in Bloomsburg, which will, no doubt, advance the educa- 
tional interest of the town and county, and prove beneficial to common 
schools, by affording a favorable opportunity to teachers to prepare for their 
labors. 
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School Souses. — But few houses have been built during the past year, 
I have not been able to ascertain the exact number. Randolph has erected 
one, Wayne one and Stuben one. The house in Stuben is a substantial 
and commodious building, with two rooms, both of which are on the ground 
floor ; ceiling high and furniture good. Many houses are favorably located; 
a few, very imprudently, set on low, marshy and unhealthy grounds.— 
The ventilation and proper heating of our school buildings has been sadly 
neglected, and scarcely any care has been given to inclose, grade or adorn 
the grounds, or in any way to make them pleasant and inviting. 

Furniture. — Very few houses, compared with the large numbers in the 
county, are properly furnished. Too little attention has been given in grading 
seats and desks, so as to have them bear a proper proportion to the different 
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sizes of pupils. Long seats, withoat backs, and witb-desks attached to t^ 
walls, are still to be found in some old houses. All the schools hare black- 
board snrface ;■ but in many it is too small, suspended in some corner diffi* 
cult of access or out of the reach of smaller pupils. It is to be hoped that for 
the comfort, health and proficiency of the young, more attention and better 
judgment will be exhibited In securing suitable school furniture. 

Apparatus, — Forty- three schools have been supplied during the year, 
wfth Cornell's out-line maps, twenty-six with Perce's magnetic globes, and 
a large number with charts of the solar system. A wiser investment couU 
not have been made, than that, in the magnetic globe. It ought to be in 
every school. With globe and out- line maps in the hands of a competent 
teacher, the study of geography may, at once, be made interesting, and a 
thorx^ugh knowledge of it more readily acquired. The attention of directors 
and citizens is kindly invited to the importance of having all our schools 
furnished with maps, charts, globes and other apparatus, necessary for \V 
lustratlng the various branches required to be taught Money cannot be 
es^nded for a more useful purpose. 

Schools. — There are three hundred and fifty-one schools, of which fbrty* 
seven are graded. Two were graded during the year. Nearly all ape 
supplied with a uniformity of text-books, and are about as well classified 
88 circumstances will permit Some of the graded schools are too mocb 
cmwded, especially those of Meadville and Titusville. 

^e rapid growth of Meadville has rendered it necessary to enlarge their 
8c1kk)1 accommodations, and we are assured this will soon be done by the 
erei^tion of spacious and substantial buildings. Two large and beautiftd 
sflas, one in the North and the other in the South ward, have already been 
procured, both of which are inclosed and surrounded with shade trees. 
Titnsville has i^ only had a very rapid increase in population to provixle 
fo:r, but had to procure rooms, under unfavorable circumstances, to supply 
the place of those lost in the destruction of the principal school building by 
fird This building will soon be re-placed by a much more durable aod 
ccsnmodious one* 

TeacJiers. — A larjge proportion of our most skillful and successful teachers 
have quit the profession, and gone into other and more remunerative em- 
ployments, leaving their places to be filled by the young and inexperienced i 
hence, many of our schools have not made that progress that has been ex- 
pee ted or that has been desired. The salaries, generally offered, will noi 
command teachers of necessary talent and ability, nor will they justify the 
requisite expenditures for adequate preparations. That teacher who can 
get fifty, eighty or one hundred dollars per month in other business, will 
not remain in the school room for ten, twenty or thirty. Surely oor people 
ought to understand thia 
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i?an(ZYiunaA(on«.-— Forty- three pnblio exauiinations were held, at which 
four hundred and fifty-one applicants were inspected ; of these, four handred 

received provisional certificates, and fiftj-one were rejected. Some private 
examinations were held by request of directorsi a few certificates were re- 
newed, and three endorsed. Lowest figure on certificate four; average 
grade two and one<half. Examinations, for the most part, oral. One pro- 
fessional certificate granted. 

Visitations, — I visited one hundred and thirty-one schools ; a number 
was visited by Mr. Stewart In my visitations, I allowed teachers to 
pursue their usual course of recitations, and asked such questions after each 
as I thought proper. I adopted this method, because I conceived it tbe 
better way to ascertain the teacher's skill in imparting instruction, his ability 
to interest and govern ; also, to loam something of the progress and 
thoroughness of the pupils, and consequently, knew better what advice to 
give and what suggestions to make. I generally closed my visitations by 
a short add^s to the school 

:. District ImtitiUes, — Of these I cannot make a favorable report, tbeie 
having been but few held during the year. It is to be regretted that eo 
little attention has been given to these very important auxiliaries to the 
teacher^s profession, both by teachers and by directors. I cannot but think, 
bpwever, that institutes are generally looked upon with favor, and that tbe 
reason why they do not meet with a more hearty support, is owing to tbe 
fact that nearly all our teachers are fermales, and cannot, undbr many cir- 
cximstances, very well attend such meetings. 

The County institute convened at Linesvilte, May 1, and continued in 
aeSBion four days. The lecturers in attendance were Mr. Bates, Deputy 
Slate Superintendent, Rev. Grossie, of Edinboro', Erie county, and Pfof. 
Marvin, of Allegheny college. Mr. Bates was with us during one day, 
and rendered important aid. A large number of teachers and citizens weie 
present, many of whom took an active part in the exercises. This instituto. 
was made a practical one ; and all left with a feeling that it had been plea^aat 
and profitable ; that something had been said and done worthy of the oeca- 
sion ; something to encourage, inspire and aid the teacher in his noble, but 
arduous and responsible work. 

Bemarks and Suggestions. — The practice of '* boarding around," adhered 
to in this county, I cannot but believe detrimental, not only to the health 
of the teacher, but an impediment in the way of his requisite daily prepat»- 
tions for the school room, and cons^uently of the progress of the school. 
Give the teacher a permanent boarding place, a home for the time, wheie 
he can devote his leisure hours to self-improvement, to a review of the reci- 
tations of the following day, so as to thereby familiarize himself with the 
work before him, make it more interesting and intelligible^ and he can hardly 
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fail. It is not the teacher that can please the ears of parenta and children 
at home we want ; bat the teacher that is effectual in the school, that can 
more it onward and upward. A reform in the method of employing teachers 
is very much needed. In too many districts, scarcely any difference has 
been made in the salaries of those well qualified, and those who are in- 
competent; and it is to be feared that many are employed, without even 
being required to present a certificate. All this is wrong — uigust to those 
who have expended time and money to fit themselves for their profeasion, 
and offers no inducement to others to become proficient instructors. For 
the encouragement of our youth and those who teach them, to secure a 
more general attendance, better government, and greater proficiency in our 
schools, it is absolutely necessary that we have a more hearty, intelligent 
and active co-operation, not only of directors, but more especially of parents. 
Let them manifest a greater interest in the young, by more frequent visita- 
tions, by a more willing support of the teacher ; let them see to it, that 
their children are properly advised at home, as to their decorum and duty 
to the teacher; that a rational incentive to learn be placed before them^and 
we shall not have so many disappointed expectations of those growing ny 
to manhood and womanhood. 

For the aid and kindness of directors, teachers and citizens, I feel thanks 
ful, and only wish that durinis: my short term of service, I could have don« 
more for the cause of education. 



CUMBERLAND COUNTY.— G«o. Swartz. 

Houses, — Four elegant brick houses have been erected during the year ; 
one in East Pennsboro', at a cost of about $2,500 ; one in Middlesex ; one 
in Silver Spring, and one in Southampton, each at a cost of about $1,800. 
The directors in these districts certainly deserve credit for the noble struc* 
tures reared under their supervision ; but many boards have, as it were, a 
Jiflk wheel. This fifth wheel party believes that railroads could be dis- 
pensed with ; that it is easier to pitch hay on sleds than on wagons ; that 
wooden plows break clods better than iron plows ; that photography is the 
work of the devil, because the Scripture says, '^ Thou shalt make no image,'' 
&c. ; that to make a dollar and keep it is the " chief end of man ;" that to 
teach a pupil more than the three R's (reading ritin' and 'rithmetic) is pre- 
paring him to steal the dollar from you. This fifth wheel party objects to 
modern school houses, to putting heaters into the basement, because '4t re- 
quires two men to attend it." They have a^hundred retrospective ideas 
about the "Old Log," to which they used to go when they were boys, and 
believe that modern school houses are an innovation. They also believe 
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that one-eighth of an acre of land sufficient for plaj ground, or if they can 
secure a piece 40 feet square, "where two roadsmeet/' and when the j can fence 
the house out instead of in they prefer it If it were not for this party the 
schools of Cumberland might be far in advance of what they now are. But 
notwithstanding the obstacles and difficulties with which we have to con- 
tend, good brick edifices are now found in every township and borough in 
the county, and the schools and teachers in them will, I think, compare 
very favorably with any in the State. I would here state that as Carlisle 
is independent, nothing in this report refers to it There are 163 houses in 
the county ; lO'^ of which are brick, 27 frame, 17 log and 15 stone. We 
have a few houses yet that are not so good as might be desired, but direc- 
tors are now making arrangements to remove several of them during the 
summer. Several academies and female seminaries are nqw in operation 
in this county, which, if they were of the proper grade, might be instru- 
mental in accomplishing an incalculable amount of scood. We need a good 
academy and a Normal school ; but I believe when private individuals take 
the children of the State to educate, that the State has a right to demand 
that said private schools fill certain requirements. Some of them now issue 
circulars that do not contain a word of truth, stating that philosophy, chemis- 
try, &c., are taught by the use of apparatus, when there is not a piece 
about the institution except a perpetual gasometer^ which is inseparably 
connected with the principal, and a black-board, 6 feet long and 3 wide, one 
end of which is on the floor, three feet from the petition against which it 
leans. I think the standard of these schools should be elevated so as to 
bring them between common schools and colleges, both of which are now 
in advance of them. 

The best plan to secure regular attendance at school is to make them 
worthy of being attended. Under the present arrangement I would op- 
pose compulsory attendance, because I consider it a positive injury to chil- 
dren to go to some teachers, who are now employed by directors, who are 
not very favorably impressed with any kind of schools, and who can neither 
read nor write well. If directors were sworn, and scholarship made the 
test of eligibility, it would be otherwise, but even then it would be doubtful. 

Furniture and Apparatus. — A few houses have been supplied with bet- 
ter desks and black-boards. One hundred and twenty>eight sets of out-line 
maps are now in use, 30 sets of which have been purchased during the 
year. Ellsworth's charts have been put into a large number of schools. 

Examinations, — Twenty-two public and about the same number of pri- 
vate examinations were held. The plan of procedure was by the oral and 
written methods combined. The examinations were well attended by di- 
rectors and friends of education. Out of 135 directors, 127 directors and 
850 citizens were in attendance to witness the exercises. 
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Di^rici Institutes, '^The&Q were held in about half the districts, and 
were successful only when live teachers had control of thent 

County InstitiUe. — The County institnte convened in ^^ Literary Hall/' 
Newville, on the Slst October, and continued in session four days. This in- 
stitute, perhaps, was one of the most instructive and interesting ever held 
in this county, and was well attended by teachers and directors. Four 
hundred words were dictated to a class of 120 teachers, to be written 
correctly, for a series of Dr. Webster's distionaries, the best speller to re- 
ceive a copy of the Pictorial Unabridged. Miss A. O. Blean secured this 
prize, by spelling all the words except 14. Six of the 8 prizes were taken 
by teachers who attended Normal schools. Our acknowledgments are due 
to Rev. B. M. Kerr, Drs. Bates and Dougherty, and others, for valuabte 
assistance rendered during the sessions of the institute. 

TeachevB. — The success of teachers was highly commendable, consider- 
ing all their difficulties. We have many young and inexperienced teachers, 
sotne drone$t old fogies and masters. We also have some most excellent 
nmle and female teachers, who are an honor to the profession, but who onfy 
remain in it until starvation stares them in the face, when they abandon 
teaching, thus making more room for young folks. 

Again, a first class, experienced teacher, gets only from $3 to $5 per 
month more than an inexperienced lad of 18 summers, who has never been 
five miles from home, who is possessed of no general information, who has 
even never heard of " Page's Theory and Practice," or ''Wickersham's 
School Economy," and who knows very little about the studies to be pur- 
stied or the manner of presenting them. A well qualified, experienoed 
teaohei becomes disgusted with being put on an equality with such ; henoe, 
leaves or rather is driven from the school room to seek a livelihood eke- 
wiiere. Seventy-one females and 120 males wore employed. 

Moral InstructiorL'^The Scriptures were read in nearly every school, 
after which many had prayer. 

Visitations — I commenced to examine teachers on the Slst of July, lo 
vi^ schools on the 12th of September, and visited regularly until the litb 
of March, after which I visited a few and attended some examinations of 
schools. I visited 259 schools — that is all the schools once, and 69 a second 
time, averaging two hours at each school. I was engaged 242 days, ti«- 
veled 2,253 miles, and wrote 251 official letters. 

Closing Btmarks. — This brings my present term of office to a close. I 
was teaching in the summer of 1863, when my commission reached me, but 
shortly after was prostrated by typhoid fever. A few days after this, 
when the fever was raging, I was informed that the rebel army was in- 
vading Pennsylvania, that they were burning and making homes desolate 
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as thej came on — still a few days and the roar of rebel artillery could be 
distinctlj heard. 

On the 3d day of Aagust I wandered forth to hold my public examina- 
tions, but schools were not filled because the teachers ''had gone to the 
war." We were deprived of many of the best teachers. The next Ml 
(1864) Chambersburg was burned, while I was holding my public examina- 
tions, but schools and teachers were scarcely thought of for weeks. Far- 
mers were driving their stock back and forth, merchants were shipping and 
re-ahipping their goods, and again only two-thirds of our schools had 
teachers and many of these inferior ones. In the fall of 1865 (compara- 
tively speaking) we had peace, but the sprightly and intelligent youog 
teacher found by experience in the army that an enterprising young man 
could not afford to spend his best days in teaching a school at $30, or even 
^0 per month, for six months during the year. Sickness and the war pre- 
vented me from accomplishing what might be expected from a worthy and 
efficient officer. 

Our schools are certainly better now than when I came into office, but I 
am confident that our teachers to-day are not so well qualified to teach as 
those we had prior to the rebellion. To obviate the necessity of employ- 
ing incompetent teachers, I have labored zealously an(| perseveringly to 
eatablish a State Normal school in the Seventh district, and I confidently 
expect that Cumberland county will have a State Normal school in the 
oourse of a year. I would take this opportunity of returning my most 
heartfelt thanks to directors, teachers and friends of education generally, for 
the hospitality and kindness shown me while laboring among them for the 
amelioration of those who will soon take our places. May Qod prosper 
tbam and make them veterans in the cause of education, may Ue fire them 
wfth the spirit of universal education, inasmuch as it is the only sure basis 
of a Democratic form of Qovemment, and finally may he aid os all to live 
consistent Christians, to be perfect and upright men, for their end is pease. 
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School House$.^A suitable frame school house was built on Hill island, 
in Londonderry district, in place of one destroyed by fire ; also a very good 
tvo-story frame on Duncan's island, in Reed township, instead of building 
swept away by the great flood. This briefly records the amount of build- 
ing for the year. In the statistical tablp, accompanying this report, forty- 
five houses are reported unfit : some in estimating the number would report 
more, others less. As a reason for not building, the high price of material 
i» still urged. So much has been said of the importance of commodious, 
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well-famished, well ventilated, good Behool houses, that it woald seem on- 
necessary to refer to the subject ; yet when we take into consideration the 
injury, and great injustice, done to the young in so many districts, we miist 
still direct the attention of directors to this matter, and urge them by aQ 
the love they have for children, to remedy, as soon as possible, existing 
evils. Why should these children be compelled to remain, month after 
month, and winter after winter, in such unhealthy, uninviting, inconvenient 
houses ? Costly churches can be built, with every convenience, to be occu- 
pied only a few hours weekly ; fine dwellings and splendid bams can be 
erected ; then why not be willing to build good school houses f 

Ninety-two buildings are yet without out-houses ; and many that have, 
might as well not have. A proper regard for the children should correct 
this at once in every part of the county. There are one hundred and thirty- 
one coal houses. Much might be said in reference to sites, play-grounds, 
improvement of grounds, insufficiency of furniture, want of apparatus, Ac. 
Notwithstanding what has been done, it is only necessary to say there is 
great room for improvement. 

ExamiruUions. — Twenty-one public examinations wore held from August 
12 to September 16 ; afterwards three more for unsupplied districts. At 
these examinations one hundred 4tnd ninety- three provisional certificates 
were granted. To March 2&the whole number granted was two hundred 
and fourteen ; average grade of certificates two and one-fourth. Seventy- 
one directors were present, and three hundred citizens. County certificates 
were given to Bebeoca Hynicka, L. Annie Arnold, David R. Brubaker, 
Martin J. Mnmma, William Mitchell, Henry A. Earhart, Sarah 0. Durbin, 
Cyrus K. Snyder, Andrew G. Hensil and Emanuel T. Matter. Including 
the teachers just named, forty- four were employed, holding the county cer- 
tificate. In Harrisburg, 18 ; Swatara, 2 ; Mifflin, 2 ; Lykens, 1 ; Wicon- 
nisco, 3 ; Halifax, 1 ; Upper Paxton, 2 ; Millersburg, one ; QratK, 1 ; Mid- 
dletown, 5 ; Lower Swatara, 1 ; Dauphin, 1 ; Derry, 4 ; West Hanover, 1; 
South Hanover, 1. There are many teachers living in this county who 
are aiming to secure the same grade of certificate. They have been making 
constant improvement, and have s'triven to give satisfaction in the school 
room. 

Vivitaiiom. — With the exception of Rush, the schools of every district 
were visited ; some twice. Two hundred and sixty- one visits were made. 
Average time spent in each school, two and one-fourth hours. Traveled two 
thousand one hundred. and sixty- five miles. 

DtBtrid InstUiUes. — These meetings, by requirement of directors, were 
held in thirteen districts ; not held in fourteen. 

County Instttutes. — Two were held ; one in Hummelstown, and one 1q 
Lykenstown. Ninety-two teachers were in attendance. There should have 
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been as manj more. 3oth meetings proved to be interesting and beneficial. 
Messrs. Cobaro, Bates, Bojer and others lectured. 

HarrUburg, — There is much to do in Harrisbarg. The popalation is in- 
creasing so rapidly that the directors are compelled to assign to schools 
more papils than thej desire. Seven schools are tanght in rented rooms. 
Bnilding lots have been secured, so that before long over- crowded schools 
can be relieved. A site has also been selected for a high school. It is 
proposed to erect a fine, substantial building. The teai^hers hold an insti- 
tute every Monday evening, continuing three hours. They are striving to 
perform their duties faithfully. The improvement in the sehools is an evi- 
dence. Through the liberality of the directors, sustained by the citizens, 
the pupils enjoy privileges granted in few schools. Singing, music on the 
piano, drawing and Qerman are taught by well qualified teachers, employed 
especially. The schools under the board of control, as now constituted, will 
be greatly benefitted. 

ffummelsiown. — In my last report I referred to this place. The directors 
were permitted to spend a large amount in repairing the old buildings. In- 
conveniencies still exist. The sum expended, added to what could have 
been realised from the sale of buildings and lots, with an additional small 
tax, would have been sufficient to erect a suitable building. If the schools 
of a town are in good condition, (and to be so they must, as one requisite, 
have the right kind of buildings,) the inducement will be greater to locate 
in it. As the town prospers, so will the surrounding country. 

The directors of Middle Paxton should not hesitate about re- building two 
of their houses. A number of districts might be referred to especially. 

Miacellaneou8 Table. — In the miscellaneous table given on statistical re- 
port will be found among other items the following : schools taught in rented 
rooms 12; whole number of years taught 1,207 ; teachers taking educational 
periodicals 60 ; with written programmes 100 ; singing in 159 schools ; 
prayer in 49 ; but 1 teacher employed holding the State Normal certificate. 
The Bible was r^ad in 185 schools. 

Beview.—ln my report for 1862 will be found the views of an intelligent 
teacher in reference to the improvement of the schools in this county since 
the adoption of the county superintendency. I would prefer referring this 
subject to intelligent citizens and directors ; and to those zealous and effi- 
cient teachers who have co-operated with me during the past twelve years, 
without whose aid but little could have been accomplished. The pronun- 
ciation of many applicants dunng the first term was very defective, owing 
to the German element. It was the same in the schools. It was necessary 
to correct this as soon as possible. To a great extent it has been done by 
insisting on a thorough drilling in the elementary sounds. While there is a 
German pupil to instruct, this exercise should be continued. Neither geo- 
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grapby nor grammar had been studied bj many. With few exceptions these 
branches were not taught in rural districts. Many parents opposed their 
introdaetion strongly. Their importance was urged, and teachers required 
to qualify themselves. Now they are taught in every school. Out-line 
maps are in 146. There was but a small amount of black*board surface; 
It has increased to 17,000 sq. ft. The old method of teaching the alphabet 
and orthography has been broken up. Children do not waste years with- 
out attempting to read. There was no mental arithmetic taught ; it has 
been introduced into every school. Attention is given to the principles of 
penmanship. Singing, composition, declamation, Ac, is introduced in a ma- 
jority of the schools. These changes have taken place, although every step 
was bitterly contested by those whose prejudices, owing to early education, 
or no education, were hard to combat. The path, however, has only been 
broken. There was great want of uniformity in text-books ; nearly every 
district has a uniform series. School houses have been improved, and many 
new ones built. Progress in this way, as in many others, was arrested by 
the war. District institutes and county meetings have awakened an inter- 
est in the cause of education, \and strong prejudices are melting away. In 
looking back, I think there has been a steady advancement Thousands of 
young men, under the stimulus of the county superintendency, have quali- 
fied themselves for teaching, who are now engaged in other pursuits.— 
Properly compensated, they would have remained in the school room. It 
is difficult to estimate the value of this preparation to them, or the loss at 
At to the young. 

Con^ilusion. — In retiring fh)m the county superintendency, I 4tgaln re- 
turn my sincere thanks to teachers, directors and citieens, for the nnilbro 
kindness shown me; and to the officers of the School Department for aid 
rendered, encouragement and courtesy in all my intercourse with them. 

I can truly say that I endeavored to perform faithftilly the various duties 
of the of&ce. It was my aim to induce directors to do all in their power Ibr 
the benefit of the schools under their charge ; to obtain the co-operation of 
parents ; to urge teachers to prepare themselves thoroughly for the respon- 
sible duties devolving on them ; to interest and benefit the pupils of the 
schools ; and to advance the educational interests of the oounty. 
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Houses. — The general impression that the price of labor and material 
would suddenly decline, after the close of the war, naturally caused diree- 
tors to postpone building, consequently none but those houses reported laet 
year have been in use since. 
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Furniture and Apparatus. — Bat one school hoase has been supplied with 
new farnituro. The schools of two districts, Birmingham and Middletown, 
were supplied with Warren's cat-line maps. While yery few of the schools 
are wholly withoat apparatas, none are so well supplied as to exclude the 
propriety of making useful additions. In my statistical report, I have class- 
ed those having black-boards, out-line maps, globes, dictionaries and Bible« 
with the number well supplied. 

Schools — The whole number is one hundred — thirty-eight of which are 
graded. A uniform series of books is in use in each. The classification of 
schools io some cases was very much interrupted by irregular attendance, 
the average not being more than one-half of the whole number. 

Teachers. — One hundred teachers were employed at one time — thirty- 
three males and sixty-seven females. Eighteeu held professional certificates, 
and gave general satisfaction. Of those holding provisional certificates, a 
few failed and were laid aside, while the great minority succeeded very 
well. The monthly reports of teachers were better kept than formerly. 

District Institules — These were held in Chester city, Concord, Media, 
Middletown and Radnor, and were attended by sixty-two teachers. Direc- 
tors were generally willing to allow the time where teachers showed a 
dLspoiritluu to iiiiprove it. If the district institute is not sustained, the 
failure may be attributed to the indifference of teachers. The teachers of 
Middletown deserve much credit for keeping up the regular meetings of 
the institute, while teaching twenty-two days for a month. 

County Insiitute.'^The County institute was held in Chester city, con- 
tinuing five days. A number of able instructors were present and took part 
in the exercises. Eighty-one teachers were in attendance. 

Examinations, — Twenty-three public examinations were held. One hun- 
dred and seventy teachers were examined, foFty-seven of which were re- 
jected. Directors generally appointed the time and were present at the 
meetings. As far as convenient, the examinations were oral, making them 
more interesting to those present, and giving directors a better opportunity 
to judge of the qualification of teachers. In accordance with the instrue- 
tion from the School Department, I have discontinued the holding of pri- 
vate examinations or the renewing of certificates, except by special request 
of directors. 

In conclusion, It affords me pleasure to say, that there is an increasing 
interest manifested in the public schools. The people are waking up to see 
the importance of a proposition long since enunciated, the truth of which 
has been demonstrated by the events of the last four years, that '* popular 
education is the safeguard of the nation." 
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ELK COUNTY — James Blakilt. 

School Houses. — There are thirty-six school houses in the county. One 
is needed in Spring Creek district, to re-place the first house built in that 
township for school purposes, it having become too small for the wants of 
the neighborhood, and entirely unfit for a place in which to educate chil* 
dren. One is also needed in Ridgway, the county seat, the present one be- 
ing in an ineligible position as regards distance, and to •Id to be suitable. 
The growing wealth of Elk county, the influx of strangers, the establish- 
ment of large and extensive collieries and other mercantile and manufactur- 
ing associations, in the benefit of which the county seat so largely partici- 
pates, not to speak of providing for the educational necessities of their 
children, should, we think, stimulate its citizens to erect a school house 
which would not only be suitable but ornamental to their town. Five new 
bouses are needed in Fox township. Highland has one good and commo- 
dious house, fully equal to the demands of the district, seven families com- 
prising the inhabitants, located in the centre of a wilderness. These hardy 
pioneers have not been unmindful of the benefits of education ; they early 
erected the present house, and have only been one or two seasons without a 
school. Jones school district is well supplied with school houses, and 
schools are held during summer and winter. 

Jay township has five school houses, only one of which can be said to be 
fit for the purposes for which they were erected. The new house is very 
good, conveniently located and the furniture is suitable. Benezette needs 
two school houses to re-place those now occupied, and which are no longer 
fit to be used. Benzlnger needs two new houses. Saint Mary's borough 
needs one more school house ; the building at present in use, and in which 
two schools are kept, is entirely too small for the large number of children 
attending. Benzlnger and Fox townships have each erected a new school 
house since my last report. The former at a cost of $2,300, the latter at a 
cost of $S00. Both occupy elevated locations, are conveniently situated 
and have ample grounds attached. The school lot in Benzlnger is enclosed 
by a neat and substantial fence, has the requisite out-houses and a well of 
water in the yard. The directors contemplate surrounding the lot with 
shade trees the coming fall. Several improvements, the necessity of which 
has been acknowledged by successive school boards, with few exceptions, 
are still unattended to. These are the supplying of new and suitable fur- 
niture, the building of out*houses, and the inclosing of the school grounds. 

Schools — Owing to the scarcity of teachers, and perhaps to some other 
reasons which might be named, there have not been as many schools kept 
open as the directors desired, yot some of them have been kept open over 
seven months in the year just past. I have not found, during my term of 
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oIBee, U17 kck of exertfon on tfae p»rt of direotora snd parents to have the 
ediools kept open as long as possible, yet strange as it paj appear, that 
while they seem to be anxioas to give their children all the advaiftagee of 
an edacation, they continue to send them (in some instances) to honaee in 
which thej wonld hesitate to stable a fsTorite animal 

JS^^amtnaftons.— Nine public oxaminations were lieid daring the year, at 
aareral of which directors and oitiiens were present. Thirty prorifiianal 
and one professional certitcates were issued ; the greater part to females. 
MiJe applicants^ for several reasons, were few, the principal one being the 
inadequate compensation given. A. few certificates were granted to some 
who coald not attend the public examinations, being absent from the die* 
trict at the time. 

ViaUoHons.'-^All the schools have been visited twice, about one-third 
three times and some nesr home ofteoer. There is a desire manifested by 
both teachers and pupils to advanoe, and in a number of the schools it was 
pleasant to find a marked improvement in comparison with former years. 
The great draw-back to generaladvancementin learning, is irregular attend- 
aaee ; many of Uie pupils remain away ttom sdiool more than half the 
time, and some nearly two-thirds of the session, while others come one day 
and stay away the next, and so on throughout the school term. Parentsdo 
not certainly relect upon the serious injury they do their ohildren Igr thns 
keeping them from school on every trifling occasion, perhaps often ttom 
want of that moral courage to enforce their wishes, which eveiy patent 
OQght to possess. 

Dutriet InBtUtUei.^^Onlj one district institute has been held during the 
past school year. This was in Beneinger township, and was regularly at* 
tended by teachers of the district. In the balance of the county none were 
held, and the reasons for this, heretofore given, sUU hold good, via : The 
greatdistanoeto the central school house of the district ; the deep snows in 
winter making the roads almost impassable for predestrians, and few teach- 
ers receive a salary sufficient to allow them any o^er means of loeomothm, 
and we may add also the scarcity of male teachers. True, the female teach- 
era of this county have always exhibited a commendable leal and indostry 
in school matters, but they cannot overcome (no matter how much they 
may desire it) almost insurmountable difficulties. 

Books and Apparatus. — ^The different school boards have adopted, wtaae 
it was possible to do so, a uniformity in school books, and as feellitlea for 
obtaining a supply have increased, there is no doubt that a uniform system 
will obtain throughout the county. 

Moral In9truoiion.^'»^la my last report I stated that the Bible was read 

in many of the schools at the opening in the morning. This practice (|fitl 

continues, and in some of the schools prayer is offned by the 

8 School Rip. 
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In St Mary'ff borough, and in Benzinger township, the aohoob hwve alws7» 
boon opened and closed with prayer; the teacher leading and the children 
responding. 

ParefUal Oo'OperaHcm. — Haying at some length adverted to this sob- 
jeet formerly, and expressed my regret at the apparent smiJl interest taken 
hj parents in the schools, as is eyinced by their seldom or nerer yisiting 
them, I shall simply say her€[^ that no improrement has taken place sines 
my last annnal report, and we can only hope that parents may in the fatoie 
asethe importance of giving more time and attention to this very important 
matteSi 
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jETouset.— -The heavy taxes, on account of large military boontiea, haie 
prevented the erection of houses during the past year in all parts of the 
Qoonty. Only five were built : One in Oorry city, two in Blk Creek, one 
in Franklin and one in Wayne. There is a radical error existing in tfai: 
minds of many directors, in the selection of gprounds upon which to eieot 
aohool houses. These should be the most attractive situations in the neigk- 
barhood. Not less than a half acre should be taken. 

Fumiiure and ApparaiuB. — ^There is some improvement in these partico*. 
IskTS, yet not as much or as rapid as could be desired. The ideas of tho» 
who have to do with our schools need to be improved. It is felt that fundi, 
expended for apparatus are almost entirely thrown away, so that directon 
■nd others are loth to purchase much. Charts of the " Solar System" weie 
placed in the schools of some fifteen districts, with but little effect But a 
small amount of apparatus has been introduced, and in none is there a sul&* 
dency. A few schools have « globes and maps, but these, in wery many 
cases, belong to the teachers. 

SoAool&i— Improvement is evident in the schools; yet it has not been ss. 
Apid as conld be wished for. A few of the schools were taught by returned 
soldiers, which gave them a thoroughness of discipline very desirable. 
Many were taught by females, with as good success, and with even a bet* 
ter moral influence. The schools were not classified as thoroughly as they 
ODght to be. 

The causes preventing are want of a full introduction of text-books, 
diosen by directors— want of knowledge on the part of the teachers, of 
their own responsibility and po^wer and a dread of opposition by patrons. 
Oorry eity has four schools. Several more 4re wanted, for which the di- 
rectors are preparing. Brie city has twenty-nine, called graded. North*' 
East borough, three, called graded. 
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Tbe EdinbOTO* Normal school is doing » good work, being firmlj eatab- 
liflhed, and prospering finely, yet it seems hardly to be accomplishing itft 
real mission. 

We have several academies within the county, sending out some practical 
men and womes. Onr common schools are not accomplishing as much, nor 
can they be as efficient, nntU oar teachers are better qnalified and more 
permanent. 

Tecusherg. — Our snmmer schools have been in the hands of females, with 
a general degree of success. It is common, and it seems necessary, thati 
we have a considerable nnmberof new apprentices at the beginning </f each 
snmmer term, bat parents and guardians arge many to enter the cites foq 
examination, whose age, if not qualification, is against their entering tiie 
taacher's position. In the winter term a few males were employed. 

Teachers became quite scarce last fall, so that it was with considerable 
difficulty that the schools were filled. Many were called back to the school 
CDom, who had not taaght for some time. The offering of a better renumera- 
tion had a tendency to bring better talent into requisition, and consequent-. 
iy a better tone of school operation. The causes of the deficiency was the 
amtouDcement that no private examinations would be granted. No certi* 
ficates renewed. Many teachers had been in school for some time past, 
with either renewed certificates or those procored by private examinations. 

I find in the county a class of teachers holding professional certificates, 
ioBued by former officers, whose qualifications are apparently too low for 
th^ holding of each documents, and whose operations in the school room 
sro no better, and in some instances are even of a lower grade than others 
holding second grade certificates. Something ought to be done to regelate 
this matter. 

Our teachers are wanting in a knowledge of a proper theory, and work 
too much without a plan for operation. 

JExaminaUong. — ^Two series of examinationa were held during the past 
year, oneinthe fall, of eighteen, theotherin the sinring, of nineteen, makinga 
total of thirty-seven, in which 277 certificates were issued, averaging about 
two and a half. I found it necessary to hold seven special examinations, 
in order that the schools might be filled. 

My method of conducting examinations was very much as last year, 
varied only in written arithmetic, which was by demonstrations of principles 
i^volved in examples given each candidate to solve by the use of black- 
^joard. 

Viaitations. — I have made 153 visits in the year. Although it is not pos- 
^ble to spend much time in each school, on account of the whole number 
in the county, yet I am satis&ed that some good may be acoomplished evcto 
by a short visit 
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Daring my ▼isitaiiobs, I have given attention to the methods of instnit- 
tion need hj the teacher, mode of gorernment, deportment, order, neatnees, 
attendance, state of house, condition of grounds, &o., giving instmetion 
whenever I thought necessary. 

I traveled 1,335 miles during the year. I was aceompanied by direetoie 
in only a few instances. 

The schools were more promptly visited by directors, in person, than they 
have been any previous year, and a greater willingness to perform tbia part 
of their important dnty is evident. 

In five of the districts of the eoonty, the secretary acted ae district so* 
perintendent. This is the true way to have visitations regular and eiicieiil 

In the city of Erie, H. B. Jones has acted, a part of the year, as dty so- 
perintendent, with ability and success. 

DiMtrioi /mit^u^s.— -These meetings, since the change in the law regard- 
ing them, have become unpopular with directors. In a few districts they 
were kept up during the winter term. In Millcreek and Oirard they weie 
held during the summer term. I held a series of edueational meeting^, ia 
different parts of the county, in the winter. The object of these meelinge 
was much the same as those of diPtrict inBtftntcp — to gWo Instrnct^on *n the 
methods of teaching the several branches in common schools, discussiog thi 
merits and demerits of those used by teachers, Ac. They were a decided 
success, and excited much edueational interest. 

I would deem it quite expedient that the superintendent spend a part of 
his time in this manner. I believe be can do more for the schooh is m> 
doing, and thereby coming in ocmtact with the faults in expression, thaa hf 
only visiting the schools. 

Moral Instruction. — ^No particular system of moral instruction baa beea 
adopted, and while many of the teachers feel that they are responsible, to 
some extent, for the moral training of their pupils, yet they do not seem to 
use the means at hand as judiciously as migbt be. Reading Scripture is a 
very common exercise at the opening of school in the morning, bat prayer, 
by the teacher, is seldom heard in the school room. 

It is not only essential that the teacher be of '* good monH eharacHer,'' 
but it is desirable that he be a person of exemplary piety. 

It is a great error that some teachers have fallen into, that the morri IMn- 
ing, entirely and exclusively, belongs to the parent and the Sabbath sebooh. 

Suggeatiom and Bemarks, — I find, by my observation and experienee b 
the duties of my office, that there are several points in the system which 
needs special consideration and action. 

I would respectfully recommend the re^Kodelling of the t&nm <tf cartM- 
cates^ making void profossional certificates now held, and havliig tba Ums 
limited in those which may be issued in future. 
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I would BUffffest that the aebool year commence on the first Monday in 
May inatead of Jane, aa it now does. The achools in the rural diatrict^ba* 
gin on the fifBt Monday in May — the year beginning at that time, wonld 
obviate the necessity of dividing a term in order to report all the teaching 
in the school year. ^ 

On the wholei oar schools have accomplished as much daring the year 
66 ooald be expected. It is trae that there are imperfections, which time 
and energy mast set right Some of these arise from defects of public opin- 
ion and a fadkre to appreciate oar system — some from a failure on the part 
of those whose dnty R is to work the system, to nnderstand and perfonn 
Uieir daty, M»d many on account of the want of a thorou|^ qualification on 
the part of teaoheraw 

Parents and guardians are not suficiently interested to cause their chil* 
dren to attend school with any degree of regularity, depriying them of a larga 
jamount of needed instruction, aad causing them to loose their relish ibv 
study, and forming in them habiia of irregularity which will abide with 
y^am through life, and most seriously interfering with their prosperity and 
fiyiefulneea. We expect by earnest effort, properly applied, to accompUsb 
ffaalts substantial and satisfactory. 
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Hbuaes.-^There are several under contract, and a much greater interest 
nmnifested than at any previous time, in building houses. It is confidently 
believed that the enligfatened view taken by those school directors who 
have nobly coane tip to the right standard ki baildtng, will have a good in- 
fluence upon others In whose districts are In need of good school houses.— ^ 
In many sehooie, the sole reason why teachers are unsuccessful is becausd 
the buildings are actually unfit, and frequently as I have been traveling 
over the county, the complaint has been made that '* our children can re^ 
cdve no good in our school ; they get their feet frosted, or the stove is so 
poor that the house cannot be warmed.^ Such complaints come mostly 
from those districts where the schools are with difficulty kept open fimr 
months, but in some of our best townships, by such arraugements, many 
children are deprived of the benefits of the common schools And of course 
tn such eases there is Mame some place. Perhaps the primary cause for such 
doings is the wail that goes up from those who feel not much interest In 
schools, and who think that the '^ loaves and fishes^ should goad all fbr- 
w»rd. 

FumiUire. — The great want of furniture is still felt in many of the school 
booses, a« wlH be seen by tabular statement This, and other wants, make 
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Ihe SQCcess of our schools rerj poor, whereas by spending more Hbentllj, liew 
energy would be added to the efforts of our teachers; and pupils and parents 
would cease their complaint about the weakened energies and mined ooi>- 
Btitntions of their children. 

Nothing new has been added in the way of apparatus/ nnlbss by teadh 
ers, but all are ready to acknowledge the benefit of it where it has been 
properly used. 

The graded schools are the same as formerly reported, and their benefits 
are still increasing. The classification of many of the ungraded schools is 
good in orthography and reading, whilst in some few, the elassifieation Is 
Indifferent in all the branches. In many schools the olassification in arith- 
metic, geography and English grammar, is very indifferent ; in many schools 
three and four classes are found in arithmetic, two and three in Bnglisb 
grammar and three in geography. This arises from a rariety <^ tezt-booksi 
Imd a want of ability on the part of the teacher to gire the proper isfltni^ 
tion to a class, the members of whick study different authors. 

JExaminations were made in most of the school distrieta Tot maoy 
teachers failed to meet me ; and after three examinations were held at tkt 
county seat, still some teachers failed to be accommodated ; some of wkofli 
afterwards, at the request of the school directors who employed them, gol 
private inspection ; others failed to ffet private inspection, because tkey 
came without the proper request ; and some even presented themselFes for 
Inspection after they had taught their term through. That such a state of 
things exists, in our county, perhaps is owing to the fact that wages are i> 
sufficient, school term of short diiration, and school directors ia some cases 
Savor their teachers, promising them more than the law allows. Whilst this 
is the case with some, others even go so far as to advertise, that they wiB 
hire no teacher who has a certificate got on private inapection. These art 
an honor to the system. The examinations were mostly written, and find* 
tng this method to be the best, I adhered to it in all eases, unless desired ti 
do otherwise by the direc^rs present. 

Frequently persons present themselves for private inspection, so that they 
may teach select school in some of the public school houses.. Ia euch casas 
I feel obliged to deny the applicant the inspection requested^ 

Several of our teachers are leaving the work every year, and new omb 
coming in, so that it is impossible to make the standard of qaalifications aa 
ft should be; yet the efforts of those who expect to teach school for some 
time are commendable. A greater number of females taught in the ooanty 
than at any former time ^ and generally their success was approved. Fivo 
entire failures occurred in the county, mostly resulting from want of ability 
to keep order. 

This closes my official eooneetioa with the schoola and aobool officesa ot 
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the county. And in closing this connection, I o»n say that I hare generally 
kad the co-operation of oflicere and teachers, and have found them Icind, and 
always expressing a willingness to go much farther in the school intereeta 
than they have done heretofore ; and their promisee are being filled so 
mnch that school matters are taking another turn in many townships. I 
daim no merit for these changes for the better, but know that the people 
and school directors are entitled to the thanks. I may have made mistakes 
in my policy in regard to school matters ; if so, I ask forgiveness and a hearty 
oo-operation with the plans of my successor. 

With the State Department I have had a good understanding, the State 
Superintendent always being prompt in giving me counsel and information 
when asked for. 



FOREST COUNTY.— O. W. Rosi. 

School Houses, — There have been none built during the year. One is noir 
vmrder contract in llonesta district, which bids fair to be a credit to the 
district. At present there is no school house in this township, but plea- 
sant and comfortable rooms have been provided in private houses. New 
houses should have been built in other districts, but directors have thought 
beet to repair old ones for the present ^ 

' Fumitute and Apparatus. — The schools are all supplied with bhM^-boardSy 
four with <^harts, out-Hne maps, &o , and two with globes, charts, maps, Ae. 
One school has been graded during the year, and the others are well elassf- 
led. Our teachers all gave good satisfaction ; one male and twelre femides $ 
two holding profesional certificates, and the lowest figure on provisional 
oertificates three ; average one and one-half; and I think, in point of pro^ 
grees, our schools will compare favorably with schools in adjoining countieB. 
' The Bible was read in all the schools, and moral instruction given. There 
were several institutes held during thb year, but were poorly attended. 
Owing to the distance between the schools being eo g^at, they were aban- 
doned in all the districts save one. There were four months' sumnm 
echool and four months in winter. Some prefer summer echools, as ttae 
diildren are small, and can better attend in summer. 

JBxaminaHons, — It is impossible to have all our ezaminatione in the pve- 
flence of the school boards, as our teachers, with one exception, come from 
a distance, and seldom two at any one time, but are generally in the pre- 
ience of one or more of the board, and have been satisfactory, I believe, to 
the district. Examinations were both theoretical and practical. 

Fmto^i6n«.-— All the schools were visited monthly, with a few exeep- 
Uoas. One or two wove having a short vacati^oo at the time I waa making 
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nqr Tiiltfng tour, ud wfts prevented from Tisitiog ou» Bdbool twiee od a#» 
ooant of high water ; and in some inetancee was aocon^^aaied with aooM 
coe of the directors. 

RmArks.-^! am well eatisfied that the sehook, with one or two exeef^ 
tioQ8| have made greater progreee than in any year preyioua^-in one or two 
inetanoee greater than was even hoped for. 
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In the tabalar statement, herewith sabmitted, I bare reported 231 school^ 
208 hoases, 159 male and 72 female teachers. Six houses were balit during 
the year. Two brick ones in Antrim are constructed with 9 ineh walls, 
which is bad economy. Two frame ones in Peters are cold and uneomforta- 
bloL There are now in process of erection a fine building in Strasburg and 
ope in Fannettsburg. These will be a credit to the boards of directon in 
those districts. We hope, now that the war is orer, all the dilapidated 
boildinga in the county will be reconstructed. 

Hhaokert.'^l will class as follows : Ist Those who are rqpe seholan } 
wdl poBted in sound and unsound theories of teaching ; intelligent in gene«> 
nd literature ; well skilled in determining the qualities of head and heail 
of thoee eomraitted to their oare, and liring exemplars of the eultiTatiag 
isfinaneea of an intellectoal, moral and religious edneatioa. 2d. Thoil 
lAo are earnest, honeet and well meaning in their efforts to do the bell 
they ean, but who are unable^ on account of pressing cares and stem fami^T 
wsnta, to giro snoh attention to the facilities for improvement, whiek ait 
ao neeeesaiy to the teachers standing in his profession, dd. Tboae whs 
«re opposed to public examinations, who eomplain of a want of interest in 
their schools and districts, who are constantly iaroking help to elevals 
their profession, who always nrge,nn extenuation of their manifest defeeli 
in aeholarship, their rxMnew. These 1 would denominate Mai failurmf 
but that they do not &U to receire their salaries from the directors. We 
call them /aiiurea 

Furniture and Apparotua, — ^Little else than out-line maps and blaek> 
boards, desks and benches are found in our schools. These are found in 
nearly all The arrangement of benches and desks is more frequently madt 
to accommodate night meetings than schools. This is a fraud on the chil- 
dren of the district, for whose education the funds for building houses and 
furnishing them, are provided by law. 

i^^amtna^ions. — On account of the scarcity of teachers, and the want of 
indnoemente to oreate a supply, not more than one-half were examined al 
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the proper publie •zaoiinsttons ; tome fifteea. other days were sabeeqiieiitly 
Appointed ia Chambereborg. Theee ezaminatioiis were seldom attended 
bgr directors^ and were lese eatis&ctory to teaoheraandaaperinteDdent tbap 
the regular ones. Many of the teachers have made considerable progreee 
in their qaalifioations for teaching daring the past three years ; others have 
ru8ied and appear not ashamed to say so. Teachers should feel an interest 
aod an ei^oyment in edaoation, for its own sake, independent of (eaehin|^ 
When not engaged in their profession, they should seek such employment 
as will best promote their intellectual, moral and religious culture. How 
incongruous, to find a teacher keeping bar in the same neighborhood in 
which he taught school and expects to teach again 1 What wonder if ruitt^ 
neB8 should eat, as a canker, into such a teacher and his school I 

Visits. — On account of indisposition from a severe cold and sickness in 
my family, I was unable to reach Fannet and Warren townships, and a few 
other schools. This I regret, but could do no better than yield to the ne- 
cessity. I visited over 200 schools, and some which did not close so early 
as others were visited twice. I found a marked improvement in many of 
the schools — a few others were rusting with a rusty teacher. There is still 
much prejudice m some districts against female teachers. There should be 
galluuUy, or at least civility enough in any part of Pennsylvania, to acoovd 
to ladies a fair chance in this profession. A proper co-operation on the pait 
cf patrons would frequently enable them to teach successfully and aooept- 
aUy. 

TeacJiers^ Wages. — I trust that it is a mere habit of thought, and not pre- 
meditated oppression, that those connected with the educational interests 
of our children should be doomed to a life of penury for themselves and 
fimulies. Why should not a teacher's profession yield him a oompetenoe 
tat himself and family, if industrious and successful in his profession, as well 
as a farmer's or mechanic's J Why should the price of two pounds of butter 
pay for one month's tuition of a son or daughter t Or why should one-thivd 
of an annual income be paid for house rent for his family ? We invoke^ a 
&i£ and candid consideration of this subject by the directors and patsona 
at our schools. If my son and daughter are benefitted to the amount of 
$1,000 by the educational labor done for them, which I did not choose to do 
myself, can the teacher be fairly paid with $50 or $100, while at the same 
tiine I am enabled to lay up $10,000 for each of them out of the products 
of my farm, bought and consumed by this teacher and others 7 

l&sceltansous. — In reviewing the operations of our school system for the 
past three years, I feel that I can say with truth, that there has been im* 
provement I can also say that I think the schools are generally in no better 
oondition than they were five years since. This may seem paradoxical, but 
when we oonsider that in the early part of the war, many of our beet 
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teachers Abandoned their profeeBion, whode places were filled wfth young 
•nd inexperienced teachers, the difficultj vanishes, and we find many teach- 
ers have been trained and disciplined in the meantime, who, if no discour- 
aging circamstances prevent, will now be a permanent source of supply.** 
The raids, invasions and general distraction of the public mind were weD 
calculated to break down our educational interests. 1 can congratulate the 
friends of education on the potency of our school system to withstand the 
riiocks of war's alarms ; and, now that war has ceased, is prepared for the 
fblfillment of its high mission to educate our sons and daughters. In dos- 
ing my official duties, I beg leave to return my sincere thanks to direetOTB, 
teachers and citizens generally, for the kind and courteous treatment I faaTS 
received at their hands. 
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[See after York county.") 



GREENE COUNTY.— T. J. Tkal. 

Houses. — The i^nmber occupied for public school purposes, was one hun- 
dred and sixty. In my last annual report fifty4bnr were given as totally unfit 
for use ; but six good and substantial fVame buildings have been erected, to 
supply the places of these old, uncomfortable, inconvenient and dilapidated 
ooea. These new houses are of good size, well arranged, and have plenty 
of black-board surface, and are located in the following districts : One tn 
Washington, one in Wayne, two in Oentre, and two in Richhill, at an ave^ 
aging &ost of seven hundred dollars each. 

*I would respectfully appeal to the school directors to purchase larger Iota 
of ground, select more eligible locations, and direct more care to fencing 
and ornamenting. Also, to the erecting of out-houses. 

Fvjrniture and Apparatus. — No houses have been supplied with good and 
convenient furniture worthy of notice, since my last report, with the excep- 
tions of the new ones. It is certainly encouraging to report, that greater 
progress and advancement have been made in the way of introducing scJiooI 
apparatus, than during any previous year. Although the districts have 
been burdened with taxation, throughout the late civil conflict, yet the di- 
rectors of Cumberland, Centre, Dunkard, Franklin, Jackson, Jefferson, 
Marion, Monongahela, Mt Morris, Perry, Washington, Wayne, Whitelj 
and Oarmichaels borough, supplied their schools with globes and Mitchell^ 
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ooi-lioe maps. These in the hands of an experienced teaeher, wfll give In- 
terest and thoronghnesi in imparting instmetion in the seience of g^gna- 
phy. 

Schools, — The whole number of pablio schools in operation wa^ one 
hundred and siity-three ; and in sixty of these the higher branches wese 
-taught. In one hundred and one the Bible was used regularly. The schools 
are all classified, but some more perfectly than others. A want of uni- 
formity in text-books prevents a thorough classification. SprinehlH had no 
public schools, but there is a fair prospect for her to open them the current 
-year. No schools have been graded during the year. At present there 
are but two graded schools in the county. Two others should be established 
without longer delay, one in Greensboro', and one in Jefferson borough. 
The advantages of graded schools are : first, they abridge the labor of 
teaching ; second, they accommodate the pupil with a more thorough course 
of instruction, and third, they economize the legitimate expenses of educa- 
tion. " These are sufficient to recommend their establishment." 

£xaminaHon8. — Seventeen public examinations were held before the open- 
ing of the winter schools, at which one hui^dred and forty-two teachers 
were examined. A few, however, were rejected ; average grade, two* 
fiome special examinations were held, but the number was as few as possi- 
Ue. 

A tendency being shown by some to evade public examinations, not 
willing to let their light shine. The scarcity of teachers compelled me to 
Itoue certificates to some, that under other circumstances would have been 
rejected. The mode of conducting the examinations was the same as last 
year. 

Teachers, — The whole number of teachers employed was one hundred 
and sixty-three, of whom one hundred and six were males and fifty-seven 
females. The teachers were generally sustained and encouraged by the 
patrons, and, with a few exceptions, rendered satisfaction to their employ- 
ers. Some failed for want of proper qualifications, and others, who poe- 
eeesed the ability, failed by neglecting their school room duties. 

The demand was greater than the supply; consequently the diiecton 
were compelled to accept the services of some who were unfit to act in the 
sphere of the teacher. 

I would recommend to those whose duty it is to make provision for the 
oontinnance of our public system of education, to increase the length of the 
school term, and grade the salary of teachers in proportion to their skill and 
sbilitf . This would induce teachers to qualify themselves for their profee- 



.^Imhtutes. — In twenty-two districts but three institutes were regularly 
oigapiied, and continued in successful operation until the close of the term. 
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They bare beooxne nnpopalar with the people, for the want of interest, bUH 
and ability, on the part of teachers, to aostain them. Althongfa it is geDe^ 
ally acknowledged that the design is good, and if regalarly attended and 
properly conducted, the resalt ?rould be beneficial 

FiitWion^.-— The whole number of Tisitations was over two handred. 
All the schools were visited, with one exception, and that was not in opera* 
tion at the time of my calling. The condition in which I found the school, 
geoerally determined the length of my visit 

I generally made some remarks of encouragement to tha pupils, and, 
when necessary, oflfered suggestions to the teacher in the way of improve* 
meat In many instaoces, while visiting the schools, I was aeoompanied 
by both citisens and directors, for which I tender them my most sineeie 
thanks. 

Meetings, — ^Ten educational meetings and special institutes were held, 
generally lasting two days and one night, each. These meetings were will 
attended, and the proceedings were interesting, having a commanding ii« 
flaenoe in moulding, the popular mind in favor of education. 

Agencies. — Special arrangements have been made between the trustesi 
of Qreene academy and the school directors of Carmlchaels borough, for ths 
use of thp building, which has been refitted in a style saitable to the a* 
cemmodation of both common school and a^*ademical departments. Thf 
latter is in a prosperous condition, and bids fair to do good work. Waynes* 
burg oollege still continues to flourish with unusual vigor. It is well sun* 
ported by students from all parts of the country, and annually sends fortk 
many bright scholars and teachers, who are ornaments to their professksk 
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At the close of the regularly advertised list of examinations on the 30lh 
Q# September last, it appeared that 180 applicants had presented themseh«s 
for examination and received certificates ; a number insufficient to supply 
ail the schoola 

In order to meet the demand for teachers, a larger number of private ex* 
aminations were granted than that of any previous year, and yet the requi* 
site amount was with difficulty obtained, a large number of schools having 
been delayed, for want of teachers, for several weeks beyond their usual 
time of opening. Of those examined privately, a large msjority wA^ in* 
competent, unqualified and would not have been licensed but for the nrgeni 
demand for teachers, and the assurance, on the part of directors, that it was 
the only alternative. The number of examinations, public and private, and 
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aho of oertiflcates ismied, are gfveti in the accompanyliig table. The great 
want of well qna1i6ed men and women, who will derote themselres to teach- 
ing as a profession, seems still to exist and the remedj still unavailable.-— 
The war being over, and so manj of our best teachers returning to resume 
their yocations, it was coofldentl j expected that the snpplj^ if not equal to 
the demand, would still be in adrance of the last two or three jears. In 
this, however, we have been disappointed. So manj opportunities have 
presented themselves of doing better in other departments of business, that 
notwithstanding the directors, in most of the districts, increased the salaries, 
there were not enough to fill all the schools, and but fbw, comparatively, 
were qualified as thej should be for their responsible duties. There is no 
department of business in which there is so great and pressing a demand 
for laborers as there is at present for efficient and well qualified teachers. 
The present compensatien is entirely insufficient, not only to induce teach* 
ers to qualify themselves by Normal school instruction, or other necessary 
preparation, but also to meet the increased expense of living ; and hence 
many of our most prominent teachers, male and fsmale, are abandoning 
the profession to engage in other pursuits, vrhere industry and talent aie 
better rewarded, while others only await an opportunity to effect a similar 
change. It is a fact that other branches of labor, requiring in many eases 
little talent and less mental anxiety, are fiar better remunerated. A Mr in- 
crease of salary is imperative in order to retain, in our schools, teachers of 
experience and ability. 

VimkUions. — ^The annual visitation of schools was commenced mnrly in 
October, immediately after the public examinations closed, and continued 
during the school session. The schools, with few exceptions, were all visit* 
ed, the omission being in consequence of bad roads, or from the schools 
not being in session at the time of our visit. Some 1,350 miles were tra- 
veled in visiting the schools, and 450 while holding examinations. The gen- 
eral condition of the schools was perhaps improved somewhat since the last 
report, while there still remains ample room for extended improvement in 
e^ery particular connected with the workings of the system. The number 
visited and the time spent in each, are g^ven with other statistlos in the as- 
companying table. 

The utility of extended visits is very questionable, although they should, 
by all means, be as frequent as possible. An hour and a half is sufficient 
for one visit, provided the superintendent is qualified for his position, and 
if he is not it matters little what the length of his visit may be, his infiu- 
eiice is of no aooount. The extent of the teacher^ attainments go far as 
aisholarship is concerned, is supposed to have been already ascertained at 
tl)e public examipation, and it requires but a short time to determine the 
amoont of his fmMtical knowledge as displayed in his BUHty and skill in 
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imparting instracUon, and in the organieation and government of tbe school. - 
This, together with taking notes of the condition of the house, fhroitnre, 
afpparatus, Ao,, the hearing of some classes, making a few timely sagg^es- 
tions, and saying a kind word to the school and teacher, is aboat all thai 
can be accomplished. If three hours could be devoted to one school, il 
should by all means be divided into two visits, as near the extremes of the 
session as possible. This arrangement, however, is impossible in a countj 
like ours. 

Furniture. — ^The different varieties and condition of school furniture in 
the county, have been already reported extensively, since which them 
have been no changes worthy of note, beyond what is shown in the accom- 
panying table of statistics. The schools of almost every district have bees 
supplied with out-line maps, but with this exception, which is a step in tbe 
right direction, the importance of school apparatus has, to a great extent, 
been overlooked, and its supply neglected. In too many instances there is 
not even a respectable apology for a black*board presented in the insufll- 
Gient, ill-finished and useless substitutes provided in the place of this in* 
dispensable article of school furniture. 

New School Eousea.'^One new house has been erected and occupied as a 
school in Springfield district. It is a neat and comfortable building, and is 
creditable to the district. One was erected in Shirley, and one in Carbon. 
I have seen neither of the latter, but understand they are frame buildingi^ 
sufficiently large and comfortable for the purposes Intended. The last named 
was erected in the midst of a comparative wilderness, for the accommoda- 
tion of a few settlers. A neat and comfortable brick building was erectid 
in Brady. It is of sufficient size, and built more with reference to cleanli- 
ness, comfort and convenience than to a mistaken economy in tte expend!* 
ture of money. The principal deficiency is in the seating. Little atten* 
tion is paid, as ageneral thing, to location in the building of bodies. Shade 
trees, walks and flowers are seldom seen, and the idea of a liberal enpen^ 
ture in the arrangement of school grounds is seldom entertained. 

ImHtutea. — As shown in the table, but few districts availed themselves 
of the late provision for the establishment of district institutes, but fh>m 
the small amount of favor hitherto shown this effectiveagencyfof improve- 
ments, little else could have been expected. Where established, they gen* 
erally met with proper encouragement, the working teachers, faithful <U- 
rbctors and properly interested citizens generally attending, and the exev- 
dses being conducted with spirit and advantage. 

Graded Schools. — No new ones have been established, and the subjeoi 
has not received the attention which its importance demands. In moat 
nral districts, however, it is impracticable, owing to the sparseness of tbe 
population! An attempt was made in one instance, in Carbon district, but 
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the graiiMg appeared to be about on an eqaalitj with the teaching^ both as 
iiear failaree as it waa possible to get 

Mj object daring my oficial eonnection with the schools has been to im* 
prore their condition and elevate the standard of edacation ; to be the 
teacher's friend, and at the same time to discharge the duties of the offioe 
aa adyantag^Qslj and as harmoniooslj as possible. How far I have soe- 
oeeded, I leave to those who come after me to determine. It must be 
remembered, however, that a large portion of the time was spent under cir- 
G&mstances verj prejudicial to educational advancement, when the demor- 
aliaiQg effects of our national troubles have been felt more seriouslj, per- 
haps, in this than in any other department of life. Now that the fiery 
ordoal is passed, and the nation has learned fh)m its fearful experience that* 
lie cheapest defence consists in the education of its people, may we not 
hope that a new step may be taken in the onward and irresistable march to- 
wards a higher civilization and a loftier manhood by a judicious effort for 
the improvement of our schools 7 

In conclusion, allow me to say that wherever I have traveled I have been 
cordially welcomed by teachers, pupils, directors and citiiens. Their hoa- 
0tality and kindness shall ever cause me to feel grateful, while remembered 
and cherished as so many green spots in the journey of life. 



INDIANA COUNTY.— SABfUEL WoLP 

The statistieal report, though not as full as it should be, needs but little 
explanation. 

There were oiily 154 visits made by the county superintendent, and aa 
the directors in many districts filled to report in regard to the teachers em- 
ployed, and as only part of the schools of most all the districts were visited, 
some of the items are not fblly reported. 

I have not rej)orted on private schools, for the reason, that but fow were 
in operation, and most of them were taught by persons who did not teaeh 
the common school ; heSh I could get but little information^ 

lat. The influenoe of prvwUe and seled 9ohooU upon the otnnmon $chool 
gygtem. — It is scarcely possible to have the common schools open in the 
mral districts, both summer and winter, and as many (but- not all) wish, 
to have a longer term than four or six months, the private, feahool afforda 
ample opportonity for those who think the term of the comnson school too 
sfaort to send their. children for the part of the year in which there is no 
oommon school These pupils, as a matter of course, other things being 
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eqaal, will excel those who attend only the common school^ ud thvs thef 
will prove a stimalas to the other pupils, by prompting them to make evorj 
effort to keep up with those who attend the private school. 

The select school, in addition to the above effects, if tanght bj propcrif 
qualified persons, will ftimish teachers for the oommon schoola. The oom* 
men and select schools are a stimulus to the oommon school teacher, as the 
teaeher of the latter will see that if he is a successful teacher in the eom« 
mon school, he will also be employed to teacb in the former daring tbetfmt 
of year that the oommon school is not open. 

The teachers of the private and select schools are not trammelled bj im« 
proper interference as is often the case in the common school. The school 
stands or falls accordingly as the teacher himself is properly qualified, or 
unfit to teach, whereas in the common school, even good teachers have 
Mled on account of improper interference of some of those who ''pay taxes." 
When the common school is more successful than the private or aelect, the 
latter wilf conform to the modes of the former, and when the private school 
is the more succeesf^il in imparting instruction, the oonmion will shape itself 
by the merits of the private school Thus they prove to be a ttimulns and 
a corrective to each other. 

2d. tTvui the above remarks, it will readily be inferred that we do not 
think that bringing all our educational agencies, except colleges, under, and 
making them depend upon the school system of the State, would have a 
beneficial effect, unless the same latitude were allowed to exist as now 
exists in reference to managing the school, modes of teaching and branches 
to be taught. It is true that the private schools already depend upon the 
common schools for their support, and so do colleges; but this very depen- 
dence is a strong argoment in fkvor of the private schooL Private schools 
can no more be brought under, and be made to depend upon the commoa 
school system, than private enterprise of any kind can be bronght entiiely 
under and made solely to depend upon any general enterprise. 

But if the same privileges could be granted to private schools as noWf 
(but not exceeding reasonable bounds,) and left to depend upon the oom* 
mon school system Just as they alwaye have depended upon it, not speeUy* 
ing that dependence, and the private schools could thus be brought to be a 
part of a general State system of education^ there^s no doubt the sys t em 
would work well But make the private specifically dependent upon any 
other system and we destroy the private schools, and periiaps, also, thesya* 
tern of which we wish to make it a part. And as the conmion school qre* 
tern eannot be benefitted by the annihilation of the private schools, theve is 
no necessity In thus destroying one of our educational agenetet. It is, 
however, I think, wise to recognize the private schools as a part of a gen* 
eial system of education, but let it be as distinctly a separate part as oob 
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leges are. Bat no Bute appropriatiooB shoald be giyen to private scboolg^ 
as thej shoald stand entirely as private enterprises, or fell as snch. 

3d. Irregalaritj of attendance can onlj be remedied effectaall j b j having 
better school rooms, better teachers and better parents, and this cannot be 
.done in a daj nor in a year. Where we have poorlj famished and illy ven- 
tilated school rooms, even with good teachers, children can scarcely be ex- 
pected to attend regnlarly. Where teachers are bat poorly qualified for, 
or indifferent abont their daties, the pupils in either case will become indif- 
ferent, no matter how eager they had been to improve, or how well the 
school room is fbmished. W^re the parents are ignorant, or are careless 
aboat the interests of their children, nothing very promising can be expect- 
ed, notwithstanding the room and teacher are what they shoald be. Where 
all these requisites are combined, there is bat little complaint of irregu- 
larity of attendance, but in proportion as some of these requisites fall short, 
8o irregularity increases. 

Compulsory attendance no doubt would do good in some instances, espe- 
cially if the teacher and school hoase are what they ought to be, and in the 
abstract I think it is right, but whether the system of general education 
would be benefitted by resorting to suqh measures, I feel unable to say, as 
the evils on both sides seem to balance each other so well that it is difficult 
to determina 

4th. When entering upon my official duties in 186 3« the country was in 
the midst of a great straggle, and the importance of the war was only 
really felt about that time, and it was seen that for every soldier who had 
been killed or who had died of sickness, another man must enlist to fill the 
vacant place, while thousands more must enter the army to enable the 
Government to put down rebellion ; this, though neoessary, made sad inroads 
apon the schools of this county, as many of our best teachers nobly respond- 
ed to their country's call, and this continued till within a short time of 
Lee's surrender ; thus leaving the schools to be taught by young and in- 
experienced teachers ; and even after the war, when some of our old teach- 
ers returned, but few were willing to enter the school room so soon after 
returning from such scenes and labors as they encountered while in the 
service of their country. Besides, thu^ leaving the schools in the hands of 
young and inexperienced teachers, the directors, in addition to the labors 
already placed upon them, and which never were too faithfuty performed, 
were obliged to levy and collect bounty taxes, and in this manner very 
much of the time, which otherwise shoald have been devoted to the schools, 
was taken np with matters of a different nature. 

During my term of office there has been but little, if any, improvement. 
Some of the schools are much bettor than they were three years ago, but 
this is in districts where the directors were determined that» let come what 
"9 School Bbp. 
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would, their achoolB sfaonld not be neglected. Bat on an arerage, bat little 
improvement has been made. This lack of improvement was almoat en* 
tirelj unaroidable ; it was impossible to get good teachers for all the schools 
while there were scarcely enongh of all grades to fill the schools, even afber 
allowing manj to teach who otherwise would have been rctjeeted. Bat 
the war being over, and all things coming back to their former level, oar 
schools will soon be what they were in former times, and it is believed wiU 
soon far excel them. 

In closing this, my last official report, I must thank the directors and 
teachers of the coanty for their respect for, and hospitality to, me. 



JEFFERSON COUNTY.— S. W. Smith. 

In submitting this report, it will not be considered inappropriate to briefly 
review the progress made daring the past three years. Previous to the 
time referred to, some districts had not fall terms of school, and owing to 
the continuance of the rebellion, a petition was sent to the Legislature 
asking a repeal of certain parts of the school law. Better jadgment pre- 
vailed, the school system continaed and an increased energy and seal mani- 
fested itself in the erection of new school houses, purchase of school lots, 
and an increase of salary to teachers, together with the purchase of out- 
line maps in almost every district. 

In 1863 the enlistments into the Union army, especially among teachers, 
were so numerous that the educational interest, as a matter of necessity, 
had to pass into the hands of females. 

This change Arom male to female teachers, on so large a scale, drew forth 
many remarks, some asserting that they could not properly teach and gov* 
ern the winter schools ; consequently this change would prove ruinous to 
the schools. Others maintained that their ability and qualifications were 
adequate to the exigencies of the times ; and proper encouragement, on the 
part of directors and citizens, was all that was needed to effect a change 
without one jot or tittle in a retrograde direction. Time has verified the 
latter predictions. 

While we claim reasonable progress in all the branches taught, it is with 
pleasure we notice decided improvement in orthography, mental arithme- 
tic and grammar. 

If a few females have failed to fully meet public expectation, it was ow- 
ing maialy to local circumstances, and male teachers have also fkiledin the 
midst of the same surroundings. 

The high price paid for labor in the lumbering districts induced some of 
our best male teachers to quit the profession, at least for a time, and engage 
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in more lucrative bosiiieBs. In theae districts, daring the past year, the sala- 
ries of male teachers varied fi*om twenty- five to thirty-six dollars per month ; 
at the same time they could get from thirty-nine to fifty-two dollars per 
month in other business. This has the effect to continue the employment 
of female teachers, or raise the salaries to an equality with that of other 
vocations. Kot a few prefer female teachers, especially for pupils of a ten- 
der age. ' 

It is gratifying to notice evidences that teachers are becoming more effi- 
cient, faithful and diligent, in the discharge of thei^ duties. Those who 
fail to manifest a spirit of improvement, have little to hope for $rom their 
profession in the future. 

With regard to the school system, it is cherished with increasing fond- 
ness, as the means of public virtue and intelligence, ornamenting the do- 
mestic and social relations of life, and serving as great pillars on which 
the continuance of our government mainly depends. 

School Borises, — We have one hundred and eighteen, in which are taught 
one hundred and twenty-three schools ; twelve are graded. One only was 
graded during the last year; the Corsica school. .Five new houses were 
built after models found in the Pennsylvania School Architecture. No at- 
tention is yet paid to ornamenting with shade trees or shrubbery. Some of 
the houses stand in native groves, and might be made much more pleasant 
and attractive, by neatly fencing the lots and takinjg proper care of th^ 
trees. 

Apparatus. — No house has a full supply. Nearly all are supplied witib 
sufficient black-board surface, and a set of Cornell's or Mitchel's out-line 
maps, recently purchased. 

Schools. — One hundred and twenty-three. Of this number about thirty 
were taught by males, ninety-three by females ; the common branches were 
taught in all the schools ; in eight, some of the higher branches ; in. two, 
the German language. The New Testament is used as a book of moral in- 
struction in nearly all the schools. 

Examinations. — Twenty- seven public examinations were held ; they, were 
well attended by directors ; in many cases citizens attended. They^ were 
conducted orally. 

Visitations. — The schools were all visited, some of them twice, a f(»w 
three times. The district superintendent, when convenient, visited with 
me, occasionally one or more of the directors, but the greater part of the. 
visits were without their much desired company. 

District //is/i<u<e«.— Qfice jln full operation in all the distriotSi are now 
dwindled down to two, 

Semarks. — ^Many of .x>ux teachers are poorly qualified to bear inspectioa 
on the theory of teaching. It is hoped they will read if they do not stndj^ 
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some works on this sabject. Such authors might be sngg^ested as Page, 
Wickersham, Bates, Northend, &o. ^ 

« The schools would be benefitted by the adoption of a uniform series of 
text-books in districts where needed. This was stronglj recommended b 
a resolution adopted at the last county institute, and published in both the 
county papers. 

Forty-two profes8ionar<;ertificates were issued by my predecessor. Those 
holding them take no very actire part in educational moyements ; are sel- 
dom seen at the county institutes, and many of them have no better succesB 
in teaching than others holding proyisional certificates. Supposing many 
of these misplaced, caution has been used in granting so commendable a 
document, and only four have issued within the last three years. 
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Bchool Houses. — In consequence of the heavy bounty tax, in all the dis- 
tricts, there were not as many houses built as there otherwise would hare 
been. There was, howerer, one erected in Tuscarora ; one in Delaware, and 
one in Greenwood ; the first of frame, the last two of brick. The one in 
Tuscarora is a very good, comfortable house. The last two were designed 
to be good houses, and, with the same expense, might easily have been 
made so, but there were some errors committed in their construction. Such 
jerrors are very common, because none but experienced teachers know what 
A schoolroom should be, and they are seldom consulted by the directors. 
Too many directors think that the houses should be as they were in the 
.days when they went to school 

Furniiure,^^Th»T% has been but little done by way of furnishing school 
rooms, for the same cause that no more houses were built. But the dis- 
tricts are now all clear of bounty tax, we may therefor expect that some- 
thing will be done in this respect in the coming year. 

ApparcLiy^' — Very little was done in this respect ; in some of the districts 
the schools .were furnished with out-line maps. 

ExaminaJtions. — Seven private and forty public examinations were held, 
at which one husdred and eighty-two applicants were.examined ; of which 
seven received the professional certificate, and one hundred and sixty-eij^t 
the provisional. Seven were rejected. I was compelled to hold flrom two 
to three examinations in eacli distrfct on account of the great scarei^ of 
teachers. It was seldom, indeed, that any direttors attended more than one 
examination, and therM^e they w*e not able to report correctly the nmn* 
vber of teaehers examined In the difttriot. 
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The oral method wm generally need as far as it could well be done. In 
•rithmetio and algebra, however, we could not well examine in such • way 
aa to give apectatore an opportunity of seeing what was being done, because 
we had not sufficient amount of black-board surface ; so they solved the 
problems on paper and gave the explanation privately. It was also thought 
best to give to all the same problem, then their manner of solving and ex- 
plaining would show their relative skill. There are many very good teachers 
who could do but little before an audience at a black-board ; while others 
can stand before the audience and show off to a much better advantage, and 
greatly impress the minds of the spectators in their favor, although they 
may be greatly inferior to the others. 

VisUaUons. — Two hundred and eight visits were made. All the schools 
in the county were visited twice, except a few that were not open at the 
time, and some three times. I spent half a day in each school, except in a 
few instances, where I visited three in a day. Sometimes I had the com- 
pany of the directors ; but for the most part had to make may journey alone. 
In Lack, Walker, Fermanagh and Fayette there were generally some of the 
directors with me. I generally addressed the schools before leaving. There 
are a few schools where the parents attend when the superintendent visits. 
This makes the visit doubly interesting and profitable to all. Such is the 
case especially with North-east school in Delaware ; and it is needless to 
aay that it is one of the best in the county. 

District Instiiutea. — In one-half of the districts in the county district 
institutes were established. But I am sorry to say, in most of them, it waa 
a failure. Such meetings can be carried on successfully only by teachers 
who take an interest in them, and who desire io improve. In most of the 
districts there were not enough of this class of teachers fbund, and the in- 
stitute was neglected. Among that class who oppose the district institute, 
I do not know of one who would likely make a successful teacher if he 
were to teach twenty -y ears. That class embraces all the indifferent teachers 
in the county. 

Teachsrs. — The great hindrance to the progress of the schools is a want 
of properly qualified teachers. I mean, more particularly, teachers whose 
heart is in the work, who expect to make teaching a business, who feel the 
nsponsibility resting upon the teacher, who consider it a serious matter to 
landertake to train the young mind. If we had plenty of this kind it would 

a small matter for them to become qualified mentally ; for then they would 
,bor and try to improve themselves, and we should soon have a host of 

d teachers. We have a few good teachers left, but they are fast leaving 

e ranks. The cause is given in my remarks in the sequel 

Uniformity cf IVst-jBooib^.-— There are many schools in which a uni» 
ffcrmity of text-books is found, but there are also many in which there is a 
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variety of books snffloient to terrify any teacher. Thf s was maini j brought 
aboat by families remoTing from one district to another, and taking their 
books into the schools. This directors should not permit, and yet it is difll- 
cnlt to prerent it. The class of people who are in the habit of moving 
about are generally those who are the least able to bny books ; hence, tiie 
necessity of having the same series throughout the county. If such ahooU 
be refused admittance into the schools until they bring the proper books, it 
would be equivalent to shutting the door against a large portion of the 
children in the community ; they are ndt able to buy the books, and the 
only alternative they would have would be to stay away from school. But 
how can a uniform series be established through a county f Tery easily. 
Let the directors, at their tri-ennial convention, agree upon a aeries, and 
allow three years to bring it fully about. 

Labors Performed. — I held, in all, forty public examinations ; visited twe 
hundred and six schools, spending half a day in almost every school ; attended 
eight county and district institutes ; lectured from two to three evenings ii 
each week while visiting, speaking firom one to two hours at each lecture; 
traveled one thousand seven hundred and seventy-six miles, and wrote three 
hundred and twenty-one official letters. I lost but two days from the mid* 
die of November to the middle of March, traveling through all kinds of 
weather. 

Remarks. — With this report closes my official connection with the schools. 
I have served in this capacity for the last three years, during the dariceit 
and most gloomy period this nation has ever seen. During these dark and 
gloomy days, it is well known, good teachers could not be had in sufBdeiil 
numbers at any price ; we were, therefore, compelled to accept such tf 
oould be had. The result was, we had many very poor teachers, and tb 
people, in a great measure, lost confidence in the public schools. We fbndlj 
hoped that when the war was over the old teachers would resume their oU 
profession, but in this we were doomed to disappointment ; for the dir6& 
tors would not pay such compensation as they demanded, and thej wooM 
not consent to teach. If the proper inducements had been held out by the 
boards of directors, most, if not all, would have taught on their return fvi 
the army. 

Although I did all in my power to improve the schools, I cannot say 
they are much improved. No superintendent can achieve impossibilitiei 
We have a set of new teachers every year, a very larg^ pet cent of 
employed, who are not only inexperienced, but who have no heart for t 
work, who feel no responsibilities, and care nothing about the immort 
minds conmiitted to their care. They teach, or rather ibeq» school, onl] 
because the directors can hire no better ones at the email salary they pa; 
they think they can make a few doliara while they would have nothing 
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to do. There are of eourse some teachers in the county who are an honor 
to the profession. There are also many very good teachers who have qait 
the profession becanse ^'it would not pay." A. proper salary and a suffi- 
cient length of term would bring them all into the ranks again. We have 
bad so many indifferent teachers of late, that people have, in a great mea- 
8ure, lost confidence in the school cause. But who is to blame for this f 
Certainly not the regular teachers. The directors will not pay the price 
required for good teachers. Is it any wonder then that they cannot procure 
them ? The people are turning their attention to private and select schools, 
while the public schools are looked upon with contempt by many. The 
best teachers are also giving their attention to those private schools as 
they pay better and continue open much longer, affording the teacher more 
employment 

I trust I shall be pardoned for speaking plainly : it is a subject of vital 
importance. If the Legislature does not do something at its next session 
to put the public schools upon a better basis, the system must go down, 
(in public opinion.) (I speak in regard to this county, but no doubt the 
same is true in some other places.) It can certainly be the result of noth- 
ing but short-sightedness, to expect the school system to prosper under such 
circumstances. It is not a small thing to become properly qualified to teach 
a school, with the present high rate of books, boarding and tuition ; and 
when a person has gone to the necessary expense, spending several hundred 
dollars, besides his time, what can be make ? He may find employment four 
months in the year, at perhaps thirty dollars per month, and be compelled 
to pay fifteen dollars for board. Why, little boys make more than that here 
at carrying trunks and packages for people. It is a shame to offer it to a 
qualified teacher. In four months this would amount to sixty dollars, 
which is a whole year's income at teaching. Normal schools are certainly 
very good institutions, but there is one thing they cannot do : they cannot 
instruct a teacher how to live without means. Teachers, like otiier people, 
mpst have means upon which to subsist If people will not pay a teacher 
for his time and labor they must not complain if they have poor schools. 
Unless the Legislature make some great change in the school law, the Penn- 
sylvania school system will become a proverb and a by-word. But what 
is to be done f This is not for me to say, yet I will offer a few suggestions. 
Let the minimum time for the schools to be open be eight months, instead 
of four ; then teachers would find more employment ; let the State appro- 
priation be at least trebled, if not quadrupled ; allow directors a certain 
number of stated meetings in a year, and grant each member in attendance 
one dollar for each meeting, if any business was done ; and then have them 
twom into office the same as aay other officer* Such are a few of the 
ohangea which are Decessary. Other changes necessary can easily be s^a- 
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The wisdom which brought the school ajstem to what it is, can eaailj oany 
it on toward perfection. One of the greatest errors in the school system is, 
that it confers too much discretionary power upon the board of directors. 
This would all be right if the right kind of men were always chosen, bat 
this is not the case. In a majority of instances those only are chosen who 
are opposed the cause of education in toto ; who would tread it under foot 
if they could. In most of the districts there is always, at the spring ebo- 
tion, both a school and an anti- school ticket ; the latter is usually trium- 
phant, and men are elected to that office who are pledged to do all against 
the cause they can. These statements are facts, and when the (food of the 
public requires it, they should be brought to light. 

I cannot close without tendering my sincere and heartfelt thanks to all 
those who befriended me during my travels through the county, whether 
teachers, directors or citizens, and I would ask them to bestow the same 
friendship upon my successor that they ■• kindly bestowed upon me. And 
now to all the little bojv and girls, whose friendly and smiling faces I so 
often met in the school room, an affectionate farewell. 



LANCASTER COUNTr.— D. Evans. 

As usual, in the discharge of the duties of the office, my time was de- 
voted to examining applicants, visiting schools and holding institutes and 
educational meeting^ throughout the county. 

While these duties are permanent in their nature, and require attention 
to every department so that the greatest benefit may be derived from the 
schools, it is necessary at times to give more than the ordinary share of 
time and labor to a particular one of them. Thus knowing the wants that 
existed for more institutes, in addition to the Central institute at Lancaster, 
two, each of two days' duration, were held ; one at New Holland, and the 
other at Mt. Joy. 

The interest felt in them was great ; the churches having been crowded 
during the sessions, and the amount of good done was inestimable. This, 
the only new measure introduced, will be continued as one of the means of 
improvement for the next three years. 

The schools were all visited except about twenty-five. One entire dis- 
trict was omitted, and a few schools in several other districts. But nearly 
all the schools in Lancaster city were visited twice. Thus, about as many 
visitations were made as there are schools in the county. 

It is also gratifying to state that progress was noticeable in nearly all 
the districts. This was expected. Many teachers who had entered the 
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ftrmj or temporarilj engaged in some other bnBinesB daring the war, re- 
turned at its close to the field of their choice. The addition of these and 
the comparatively settled condition of oar national affairs infosed a new life 
into the system. 

The accompanying staUstical report gires a fair exhibit of the facts to he 
reported on as far as figures can represent them ; bat there may be circam- 
itanees connected with the facts by which they are modified in the estima- 
tion, which cannot be nnderstood but by a short additional statement. 

Apparatus. — No school is reported well supplied with appariktus. Where 
teachers mentioned any needfal apparatus, or where the absence of any was 
noticed at the visitation, such schools are not reported as well supplied.— 
Those schools that were destitute of every thing except black-boards, are 
reported as wholly without apparatus. Schools having only one out-line 
map are not reported as having maps ; only those that have not less than » 
two, are enumerated. 

Schools. — The classification of a school depends on the sameness of books 
used in it. Where there is a great diversity of books, there must necessa- 
rily be many classes. There are not many districts where there has not 
been a uniformity in books ; but the last few years a disposition prevailed 
to ehange in some branches, and to make the change gpradual so as to avoid 
the necessity of much expense to the public. In some instances the plan 
was voluntary adopted by the board of directors. In most, however, it was 
done at the instigation of some book agent. While it is proper that a change 
should be made if it be found necessary, it should, however, not be done at 
the risk of even a temporary confusion to a school. New books should be 
introduced, either throughout the whole gprade of classification in a branch, 
or at least in not less than a full class. The existence of this practice Is 
assigned as a reason why not more schools are reported as well classified. 

ExaminoHons. — It is difficult to make such a tabular statement as to rep- 
resent the correct facts in every district. Teachers are yot always exam- 
ined where they will teach. In some places, too, they have nearly all per- 
manent teachers, and yet if a few are examined, and receive low certificates, 
the character of the district wUl receive its tabular complexion from this 
unfair condition. 

In the number receiving provisional certificates in a district, I include 
those that were examined privately for that district. 

Teachers. — It has already been seen in the foregoing report, that many 
of the old teachers have returned ; also the number of males and females 
and their average age. Our teachers are yet young. It would be better 
for the schools were they all efficient and older. To secure the desirable 
results, the proper inducements must be held out The good of both sexes 
miiit be kept in the profession, even though higher salaries must be paid. 
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No intimation ehonld be made from anj eoaroe, that either sex is more 
worthy than the other, to discharge the responsible duties of teachers ; for 
by it, while we encourage the one, we disparage the efforts of the other.— 
We mnst come to the conclasion that either sex has its bright lights in the 
profession. Let us reward these amply and retain them, and thus do good 
to our yoath and add lastre to our cause. 

Visitaiiom. — Every district but one was visited. It must not be under- 
stood, however, that every school was visited in every district ; some were 
not open when I was round, and a few could not be visited for want of time. 
The number of visits made with directors, means the number of schools 
which I visited in company with them. 

InstiitUes, — In regard to institutes, it is sufficient to say that more g^- 
eral institutes were held than formerly, and fewer district meetings. The 
reason is obvious. District institutes flourished in every district where the 
agencies to give them life were present ; but where they were upheld only 
in form, to comply with the law, they failed as soon as the act establishing 
them was repealed. 

The board of directors in a few districts would gladly have continued 
them ; but from an erroneous sentiment against them in these localities, 
they could not do so. Had the law remained in existence, this difficulty 
would not have presented itself. They would have gradually grown into 
favor, and accomplished the end for which they were established, I would 
suggest the propriety of an act to re-establish this agency in the improve- 
ment of the schools. However, instead of making teachers meet on alter- 
nate Saturdays, it would be better to have one continued meeting of as many 
days as the number of meetings on alternate Saturdays, during the term, 
would make. This plan would secure a meeting of two weeks duration to 
those districts that have a school term of six months, and to those having 
a longer one, a meeting correspondingly extended. It would avoid many of 
the disagreeable necessities complained of as connected with the former 
plan. During a session of two or three weeks, the teachers of one district, 
or several combined, might make a general review of the branches to be 
taught, decide on a programme of exercises, order and plan of studies, con- 
sider school difficulties, compare methods of instruction, and discuss the 
important subject of school government. In fact, such a meeting might 
do, in a short way, much of the important work of a Normal school I 
would expect the most beneficial results from such a law. 

Frivale Schools, — The number of private schools are specified above. — 
It will be seen that there are very few in rural districts. There are more 
in the city and towns. Some of them are composed of children that are 
not of proper age to be admitted into the public school A few are estab- 
lished under church influences, where the inculcation of religious principles 
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ifi made a more prominent object in inBtraction than it can in our public 
Bchoole. There are others, ako, which do the same work as the public schools 
But there are not as man j of the latter class as it might be supposed.— 
if or the most part these schools are not in existence, so much from a want 
of adequate benefit to be derived at our common schools as firom other rea- 
Bons. Among these are location, a disposition to prepare children to enter 
a higher class, sympathy for a friend and others. The schools interfere 
with the common sohoolSi so far as individuals give pecuniary support to 
them. Where this is done, tl^ire is a corresponding disposition to be free 
from the payment of school tax. And where select schools and academies 
give instruction in branches that are taught in common schools, as is the case 
in a few localities, there will be a division in. a mutual effort in the improve- 
ment of the common schools, if not a conflict of interest In some districts 
the amount paidior private instruction, by a few individuals, is greater than 
that paid to the teacher of the public schools,, whereas, if that amount were 
raised in addition to the school tax of that district, it would enable the di- 
reetors to employ good teachers for all the sohools and thus afford equal ad-, 
vantages to all in the district. Could an arrangement be made so that the 
work proper for the common schools should be done altogether by them, wi 
oould high schools and academies be established and properly supported in 
giving instruction in the gprade above the common sohools, another link 
would be secured in the chain of our eduoational system. We muQt have 
the common schools next above the high school and academy, where our 
youth can continue their studies, and lastly, the college and Normal school 
to complete the system. 

Making the private sohools become dependent upon the State, would im- 
ply the power of preventing the establishment of any others of the same 
kind. There is not now, nor ever should there be, any authority placed 
any where in the State, to institute a system of police to interfera with pri- 
vate rights. 

The greatest difficulty now in the way of school progress, and the one 
oausing the most complaint, on the part of the teachers, is the irregularity of 
attendance of pupils. It is great everywhere ; but particularly so in the 
rural districts. To correct this evil should engage our earnest attention. 
It is lamentable to know that taxes are raised, teachers employed, labor ex- 
pended, and that only a little above the half of the number of children in 
some districts attend daily. And what can be done ? The child cannot be 
taken from his home by force and sent to school ; and yet by this seeming 
safe- guard, that child may be deprived of much which is his right by na- 
ture, and that would make him a useful member of society. But- the fault 
rests not with the child. It is the parent whom we have to influence in 
this matter. He must be made to know and feel that it is his du^ to give 
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hiB child the benefit of a good edacation. It is he who must be made to 
eare for his mental and moral training as mnoh as it is to care for food and 
Nothing for him. And the chief agency in this matter mast be the teacher. 
We maj legislate and yet not reach the desired result Let as have good 
teachers, well paid, thoroughly supported by all the other school agencies ; 
teachers who will visit indififerent parents and manifest an interest in their 
children, and take pride in making their schools a desirable place to be ; 
and let us hold meetings and arouse to its full measure an interest in the 
schools, and then we may look for full schctols, and a correct public sentt 
ment towards them. 

Improvements during term of office.'^A general statement of progress 
made during my term of office will suffica There is now more ground 8»- 
lected on which school houses are built. Houses are larger, better in plan 
and arrangement, and more substantially built. There is a much greater 
supply of black-board in the schools, especially in the new houses, than 
formerly ; and, though there is not yet an adequacy of apparatus in anyone 
school, yet whole districts purchased out-line maps for their schools as will 
be seen on reference to the table, and maps, charts, globes, ftc.» were par- 
tially supplied to a great many others. 

Thertf is now more uniformity in school books, and after some changes 
that are now being made will be complete, it will be more nearly complete 
than it was at any previous time. The teachers are better qualified. And 
though there was a loss the past few years, their general improvement Is 
much on the side of progress. Ninety-eight permanent certificates wetB 
issued during my continuance in office. The teachers are better paid, and 
we may expect them to remain longer in the profession. The demand fiv 
good teachers is multiplying ; and comparing the present with the past, II 
seems to me there is assurance of improvement in almost everything thiKi 
relates to the schools. The great obstacles in the way of making all ad 
once good, consist in not paying teachers more liberally, not having the 
schools open longer, and n6t providing apparatus and libraries for them. 

Perhaps behind these reasons for not having done more, lie the oorred* 
ones, that we are not all equally willing to acknowledge the necessity of an 
education, and that we do not remember that by providing for it we bat 
discharge a common duty. 
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LAWRENCE COUNTY.— 8. Mobeison. 

Two Bchool houses were built in Wilmington district ; one in North Bea- 
rer, and one in Bhenango. The two in Wilmington are brick, and are both 
boilt from plans taken from the Pennsylvania School Architecture. They 
are furnished with comfortable and substantial seats and desks. They are 
well ventilated and well located. The average cost was $1,700 00. The 
one in North Beaver is a good frame house, well furnished with seats, desks 
and black-board ; cost $1,350 00. The one erected in Shenango is a very 
good frame ; this is also furnished after the most approved style, at a cost 
of $1,800 00. These houses are a credit to the districts. They are among 
the best in the rural districts, in Western Pennsylvania. 

Furniture and Apparatus, — There are 80 houses in the rural districts 
well furnished with suitable seats and desks, well ventilated, and constitute 
what may be termed good second das^i houses, their location is good but 
the play- grounds are not as large as is desirable. Some of them are in- 
closed with neat bcflird fences, and a few ornamented with shade trees. The 
remaining school houses are third class, with inconvenient famiture. Of 
these 10 are entirely unfit for school purposes. Among these^ one is in the 
village of Pulaski, another in Edenburg. These are both graded schools, 
but the buildings are a disgrace to the friends of education. Every school 
is supplied with more or less apparatus ; such as out-line maps, charts, 
cafds, globes, mathematical blocks, numeral frames, &c. The school direc- 
tors have done nobly in thus providing apparatus so liberally, and we trust 
they will still continue to add, fronf time to time, as the means can be se- 
cured, and thus not only give attraction to the school room, but also facilitate 
the progress of the pupils. 

Oraded Schools — ^No schools have been graded during this year. A 
graded school is very much needed in Mount Jackson, North Beaver dis- 
trict, in Princeton, Slippery Rock district, Neshannock, Big Beaver, She- 
nango, Plain Orove, Perry and Union districts. In all these, graded schools 
«re absolutely needed and demanded by the pupils. 

Teachers, — The number of teachers who gave general satisfaction, both 
with professional and provisional certificates, was 115; a part of the re- 
mainder were about medium, and some 12 or 14 fliiled. The proportion of 
female teachers was not as large as last year ; a fraction more than one-half 
were females. 

Visitation of Schools, — ^There are 143 schools, all of which were yisited 
once except 8, which could not be reached befbre the close ; 39 were visited 
twice. About 80 echoots, during the winter term, were not visited, on ac- 
count of sickness. Daring the past six years an average of 9 visits was 
made to each school. 
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Diatrici Secretaries. — In a few districts the secretary yisited the schools 
monthly. Thej are generally paid a small compensation for their services. 

District Institutes. •^DiBtnci institutes were generally dispensed^with, ex- 
pect in a few districts, where they were very soccessfally carried oat. The 
change in regard to district institutes, rather seems to be a retrogpade moTO- 
ment. Although these institutes were attended with some difficulties, yet 
they were certainly a decided advantage, not only to the teachers, but to 
the pupils also. The principal objections were generally brought agunst 
them by those teachers and directors whose heart was not ratirely in their 
.work. 

Moral Instrveiion, — The Scriptures were read, as a devotional exercise, 
in every school, generally the first exercise in the morning. A number were 
opened with prayer. Moral instructioa was variously imparted by other 
means as opportunities were presented. 

Grades of Provisional Certificates, — The lowest figure given, on any. 
branch, was 3, and that only in a few instances. The average grade was 1|. 

Public Seniiment.'^^ lar^ ^lajority of the people are favorable to the 
common school system, and manifest a strong desire to have the standard 
of the schools.raised, the term lengthened and to carry out more perfectly 
the true design of the systeuL 

General Remarks and Suggestions. -^T wo county institutes were hekL 
The annual one in New Castle continued in session five days, was pretty 
well attended and was interesting and profitable. Prof. S. B. Thompson, 
formerly county superintendent of Crawford county, rendered very valua- 
ble service, by his excellent lectures and interesting instructions. The other 
was the semi-annual of three days, held at Mountville church, in Perry 
district. This was a point in the county very unfavorable for public con- 
veyance, in consequence of which the attendance by the teachers was not 
very large, but that deficiency was amply made up by the large and punc- 
tual attendance of the oitixens. The institute was very interesting, and 
the people of the vicinity manifested their appreciation of it by their un- 
bounded kindness and hospitality to the teachers. Twenty -six teachers 
have attended Normal school ; 19 of whom attended the North-Westem 
Normal school at Edinboro'. These teachers rendered almost universal sat- 
isfaction. Their leading features of success are promptness, accuracy and 
practicability. Quite a number of other teachers were entirely succesafulr 
and have recently received professional certificates. We are happy to know, 
from the fruits, that the Normal school at Edinboro' is doing a great work 
for our schools, and we hope and trust that all our schools will soon be filled 
with professional teaqbers ; «nd that school teaching, instead of being re- 
garded as a mere temporary matter, will becopie a permanent and moat 
respectable profession. We have very few new suggestions to make, bat 
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will merelj repeat what has been said in my former reports, yis : That the 
time has come, in many districts of Lawrence coonty, that a anion graded 
school is needed and demanded by the pnpils. Even in a pecuniary point of 
view, their necessity is ob vions. ' Much expense could be aroided by haying 
schools near home, besides the satisfaction of having children educated 
nnder parental jorisdietion. Teachers would be afforded an opportunity of 
qualifying themselves mor^ thoroughly for their work; and incalculable 
good would result from their introduction. It would add very much, not 
only to the attraction, but to th^ interest of the schools, to have the houses 
inclosed with neat fences, and the play*grounds ornamented with shade- 
trees, flowers and evergreens. Would it not be well for the parents to take 
• deeper interest in the schools ? And as the future destiny of our country 
depends upon the proper education of the youth, as well as the interests of 
the church and State, and as impressions are being made in the school room 
daily either for good or evil, and as every moral influence should be brought 
to bear upon the tender minds of the young, would it not be proper and in 
perfect place for the clergymen to manifest a little more interest for the 
welfare of the common schools ? And would it not be a good idea for some 
of those ministers whose presence never graces a common school room, or 
teachers' institute, to make at least one visit to them during their stay on 
this earth, as a mere matter of experiment ? And as our government is 
administered by representatives chosen by the people, is it not important 
that every scholar read and study the Declaration of Independence, the 
Constitution and the history of our country ? They would then be better 
qualified to perpetuate and perfect the best form of government on earth. 

The uniform hospitality everywhere received, the co-operation of school 
directors, the kind sympathy of the teachers, and the noble conduct of the 
scholars, merit thanks and gratitude that can never be ftilly repaid. 
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School Hotaea, — Four school houses were erected — ^three in Millcreek, 
and one in Union township. Those in Millcreek are built of brick, and 
rank with the best country school hotises. Dimensions 40 by 34 feet, and 9 
feet high ; cost of each, about $1,000. The desks are arranged for two or 
three pupils, but extend against the wall, which is an objection. The out- 
buildings are poorly constnioted, and do not correspond with the main build- 
ingps. The school house in Union township is a log building, tolerably well 
arranged, but was not quite finished when I visited the school In each of 
these buildings there' are at least 190 square feet of black-board surfiftce.— 
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What has been said of the oat- building^ attached to these new hoases, is 
true of nearly all They are generally constmcted of the rouffbest mate* 
rial, improperly located, and 7ery easily overturned and broken to pieces. 
Very few individaals would think, for a moment, of erecting similar ones on 
their own grounds. 

Fumiiure and Apparatus. — In nearly all the old school houses the f ami- 
tare is bad ; in some so uncomfortable as to be positively injuriooa. The 
greatest and most preyalent defect is, that the desks and benches are too 
high. I have found boys and girls but six years of age, placed on benches 
that would comfortably seat full grown men. To ask boys and girls to re* 
main quiet on such seats, for even one*half hour, is unreasonable, and shoald 
not be tolerated. 

In the introduction of apparatus into the schools, the directors have not 
proceeded with undue haste. I am able, however, to report progress. In 
Heidelberg, l^orth Annville and North Lebanon districts, a set of out-line 
maps has been introduced into each school. 

Schools. — We have 35 graded schools; 115 well classified, and 23 in 
which there is great room for improvement We have only two villages in 
which the schools are not more or less graded, viz : Annville and Myers- 
town ; and in both it can be done more successfully, and to greater advan- 
tage than in any of those where this plan has already been adopted. There 
are 12 schools in which the higher branches are taught In the number, 
one male school, Lebanon borough, Latin and Greek and the higher mathe- 
matics are taught ; and pupild have quite frequently been prepared, in this 
school, to enter the Freshmen, Sophomore and even Junior classes in oir 
best colleges. There is a private school, either an academy or seminary, 
in every village, with but few exceptions. These schools have done much 
in preparing young persons for the busines of teaching ; but since Normal 
schools have been established, which are so well calculated to bestow this 
kind of training, private schools have lost much of the patronage formerly 
received/rom teachers. All the private schools, at this time, admit pupils 
of every stage of advancement ; and in consequence of this, the reputation 
w4iich those institutions once enjoyed is fast passing away. The grade of 
the work they now do is not above that which is performed in many of our 
common schools. In large towns and cities it may be possible for both pri- 
vate and common schools to be in a flourishing condition ; but I have yet 
to meet with the first small town or village where both prospered. If the 
common schools were well kept up, there was no interest in the private 
school, and vice versa. The ihfluence, therefore, of private schools, on our 
oommon school system, in small towns and villages, is any thing bat benefi- 
cial. The reason is plain. Many of the most wealthy and influential citi- 
Eens lend aU their influence to the private school, and in all probability are 
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either trastees or fitockholders. They will anite with anti-school men in 
electing anti'Bchool directors^ so that the term maj be kept short and the 
taxes low. In this way all confidence in the common schools will be lost, 
and consequently the private enterprise will ftaar iah. Whether private schools 
exist or not, the duty of directors is to make the common schools what the 
law contemplates. It is evident that the time is far distant, when all can 
BlFord to send their children to private schools. That system, therefore, is 
the best in this country, which is most domocrattc, which *^ does the most 
good to the greatest number." 

Teachers. — We have 173. 7 hold county certificates, and gave fail sat* 
ififaction. Of those who bold provisional certificates, 65 did very well ; 75 
tolerably well, and 26 were unfit. The average grade of certificates is 2^. 
We have strenuously endeavored to raise the standard, but can report little 
progress, because of the following difficulties : fully one-half of the teach* 
ers follow the business only one or two terms, until they find some other 
vocation that pays them better. Consequently the corps of teachers is ohang- 
ing too rapidly to raise the standard. When I refer to my notes taken dur- 
ing my visitations five or six years ago, I see the names of many who 
were successful teachers, but who to-day are engaged in other callings, if 
not more useful, at least more profitable. Directors can do a great deal 
towards correcting t^is evil, by paying liberal salaries to good teachers, 
and increasing them from year to year, so as to encourage the competent 
to remain in the profession. This is done in every business except teaching. 
The salary of a clerk may be small at first, but if he prove worthy it is in- 
creased from year to year. The same is true of the mechanic and salesman. 
We just as strongly advocate low salaries to poorly qualified teachers^-those 
who make no improvement from year to year, but teach for the money, and 
nothing more. If such must be employed, the lesathey receive the better. 

Directors can hardly be aware of the injury they inflict upon the com-, 
mon schools, by adhering to the plan of paying all the teachers, in a dis- 
trict, the same salary, regardless of qualifications. Paying, for instance, no 
more to him who has received a course of training, and spent a great deal 
of time and money in fitting himself for the business, than him who has 
never taught, and who is willing to teach because he can find no employ- 
ment anywhere else. So long as this coUMe is pursued by directors, we 
can examine teachers, visit ischools, and attend to all the duties of our office 
with earnestness and seal, and yet cur work will fail to accomplish much 
good. Directors should pay every teacher according to bis qualifications, 
and if the plan is not found to work well, it will be very easy to return to 
the present mel^d. > 

InstUtA^s.^-^^^Akcui the school law has been ehaaged so as to allow direc- 
tors to require twenty-two days teaching for a month, district institutes 
10 School Rip. 
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have been abandoned, and I ean report bat one district (South Annyflle) 
that had one. Directors, as a general things prefer that teachers shall teadk 
the twenty-two days. In our county the change in the law has been nn« 
fortunate ; and I have already ascertained at examinations where no insti- 
tute was held during the preceding term, that teachers were not so well 
qualified to pass the examination as on former occasions. 

The school system cannot yet afford to dispense with institutes. They 
have accomplished much good already ; and under the late law would have 
been more successful still. It may be said that district institutes hare not 
been abolished, and that directors are even uryed to legislate in their behalf. 
We are aware of all this } but know at the same time that there are yery 
few directors who do not prefer two days teaching in the school to two days 
spent at an institute. There are many directors who would require more 
than twenty- two days for a school month, if the law did not specify the 
number. There are not a few districts in which there would be even lees 
than four months school if the law did not interfere. In the matter of in- 
stitutes we have gone astray, and the sooner we get back to the old land- 
marks, and carry forward an institute in erery township, the better it will 
be for the cause of common schools. 

Our county institute was rery successful. Oreat interest was manifested 
by the teachers and the public. Not more than ten of our teachers were 
absent The court house was constantly crowded. Yery interesting lee- 
tures were delivered by Messrs. Ooburn, Home, Oraves, Apgar, Raub and 
Potter. The principal oration was deliyered by John W. Fowler, LL. D., 
of Poughkeepsie, N. T. His lecture on " Yersability of American Ora- 
tory," was one of the most eloquent ever delivered here. 

During the month of August I held a teachers' drill in the Lebanon acade- 
my. It lasted five weeks. I was assisted by W. J. Bumside, A. M., and 
Miss Sue A. XJhler, both teachers in Lebanon borough. Upwards of sixty 
teachers were in attendance, and I fiael convinced that great g^oed wasae- 
complished. 

Uniformity of Teat-Books.^^In nearly every district directors liave years 
ago passed resolutions in favor of a uniformity of text-books, and series 
have been adopted by almost every board ; but there the matter generally 
ends. Though there is now BKive uniformity than ever before, yet th^e 
is still in many schools a most heterogeneous and motley catalogue of bookSr 
Directors are most respectfully referred to section 66 of the school laws, 
which section we trust will be fully carried out this fall. Ohanges in text* 
books should seldom be UMule— only when really necessary. In readers 
there is uniformity. Sanders's old series were introduced in every town- 
ship many years ago, and these are now in use in every township exeepi 
four. A change in readers is desirable. It is diflftcult for teachers to 
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ttwaken An interest in this branch with the old readers now in nse. The chil- 
dren have Jieard them read, and have read them frequently themselyefl, so 
that the matter^ like that of an old newspaper, has become stale and dnll. 
If others can be introdvced without cansing any additional expense, it will 
prove higUy beneficial to the schools. Reading is perhaps more poorly 
taaght than any other branch. Arithmetic seems to receive tiie best atten- 
tion. I do not mean that reading is neglected ; there is plenty of time 
epent in what ie called reading. Frequently as many as tix lessons are 
read daring a single recitation ; yet the branch is poorly taughi. Scholars 
are advanced too rapidly from one book into another. In some oases pa- 
rents urge teachers to put their children at once in number five^ so that the 
expense of purchasing the lower and intermediate numbers may be avoided. 
Scholars spend whole hours in calling words and mangling sentences, of 
the meaning of which they have not the .least conception. One lesson is in 
nearly all cases safficient for a single recitation. This lesson should be 
thoroughly prepared by previous study— the same as a lesson in geography 
or grammar, and should not be passed over until it is thoroughly under* 
stood, and well read. Years ago it was unusual to find a teacher who would 
aek a question during a reading recitation ; now the reverse is quite com* 
mon, but not yet the rule. There should be frequent questioning, espe- 
cially when the children are German, for in no other way will they so soon 
learn to speak the English. 

Moral iTMtnwtion. — The Bible is regularly read as a devotional exerdse, 
in nearly all our schools. No regular text-book for imparting moral instruc- 
tion is used ; but the teacher who, realises his responsibility, will find abun- 
dant matter in nearly all our school books to assist him in imparting such 
instruction. Vocal music is likewise quite common. 

Ftattotions.-— I visited every school. SO I saw twice, and 18 four times. 
All the rest received one visit. I spent from one to three hours in every 
school, always long enough to acquaint myself with the teacher's ability to 
teach and govern the school. I frequently hear classes, ask questions, and 
give such suggestions to teachers and scholars as I deem necessary. We 
are always pleased to have directors accompany us, but frequently there is 
too much time lost in going after them. I made forty-six visits in company 
with one or more directors. In Union district I was accompanied by one 
member of the board to all the schools but one. The different boards do 
not visit monthly as the law requires. Parents go very seldom to see the 
echools-^their visits are indeed '* few and far between." Examinations and 
exhibitions are becoming quite common, and on these occasions the parents 
a/e generally present 

dmclurion^ — Pabllc sentiment is in favor of the common school system. 
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It has many warm fHends. There are those who are opposed to it, bat thej 
manifest no direct opposition. 

The past term of three years has not produced any radical changes, either 
in progress or retrogression. When we look back and reflect apon the na- 
tional straggle so lately passed through, our wonder is that the school sys- 
tem is in as healthy a condition as we now find it. During the last six yearB 
there was indeed much to dishearten the friends of education. The time of 
directors was not taken up in legislating for the schools ; but on them was 
placed the responsibility of providing men and money to carry on the war. 

Many of our best teachers were in the army. A kind Providence has 
brought us safely through all these troubles. May we not now hope that 
the friends of education will gird on the armor and rally once more in favor 
of free achoohf Convinced now, more than ever before, " that which mates 
a good Constitution must keep it, viz : men of wisdom and virtue, qualities 
that because they descend not with worldly inheritance, must be carefully 
propagated by a virtuous education of youth." 



LEHIGH COUNTY.— E. J. Youno. 

New Houses, — Six new school houses were erected : one in Hanover, one 
in Salisbury, one in Upper Milford, one in Upper Macungie, one in Sooth 
Whitehall and one in Heidelberg. These are all good buildings. The one 
in Upper Macung^e deserves particular notice; it was erected under the su- 
perintendence of George Schlicher, Esq. 

The one erected in Hanover is a double house, and is a fine brick stmcture, 
of which the directors and citizens may justly be proud. All the new build- 
ings are well adapted to the purpose for which they were built, and are a 
great improvement on the old system of building school houses. The build- 
iags are all of brick, except the one in Lower Milford, which is built of 
stone. 

New Schools. — Five new schools were organized during the year : one 
in Upper Macungie, one in South Whitehall, in First ward Allentown one, 
in Slatington borough one, and one in Hokendauqua. 

New Districts,'^Two new districts were created during the year, vix : 
Slatington borough an4 Hokendauqua, (Independent^) taken from South 
Whitehall district^ and has a ten months' term ; certainly a good beginning. 
Slatington pays the best salaries in the county. These new districts are 
taking the lead. 

Furniiure. — All the newly erected houses are properly furnished, and 
ixianf 6t tike old ones have been re- furnished since my ladt xispbrt^ of the 
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latest improvementBi consisting of oat-line maps, black-board sarface, desks, 
seats, &o. 

SchooU, — There are 215 schools, all of which, with a few exceptions, 
were in snccessfal operation. There is a great awakening among oar 
teachers ; they have improved much daring the last year. I am Jostified 
in saying that the schools are, on an average, folly twenty-five per cent, 
better this year. This is owing to the agencies at work, which will be men- 
tioned hereafter. Oood teachers receive fair salaries ; in most instances all 
they ask. The term in most cases is too short for those who wish to make 
a business of teaching. I am encouraged when I think of the improved 
end liberal sentiments of our directors and teachers. Nothing but improve- 
ment is talked of. The directors talk of better teachers, better salaries and 
longer terms ; the teachers are attending school or making self-improve- 
ments. It affords me much satisfaction to be able to record this state of 
things. 

Oraded SchooU. — There are graded schools in the following districts, viz : 
Ajjpntewn, First ward, Catasauqua, Slatington, Hokendauqua, Millerstown, 
Emaus, Upper Macungie, Saucon and Hanover. In the remaining districts 
the schools are classified. An act was passed by the Legislature, at the 
dose of tibe session of 1866, creating each ward in Allentown a dtntrict, 
{there are five wards,) and each board is to appoint one controller ; the con- 
trollers are to have the management and control of the whole system. This 
act puts Allentown in posession of one of the best school systems in the 
State— equal to the city schools. Allentown is bound to make improve- 
ments in school matters as well as in the manufacture of iron, and will not 
cease until it ie as famous for schools as it now is for manufactures. 

Examinations. — The oral system is used exclusively. This is dooe. ftnr 
the satisfaction it affords to directors and spectators, who wish to hear how 
the applicants answer ; also in what language they clothe their ideas. I held 
85 public and 10 private examinations, and examined 253 applicants, of 
which 39 were rejected ; issued 206 provisional and 10 professional certifi- 
cates, two of which were to old teachers not re-examined. These examina- 
tions were always well attended by the directors, and generally by the 
citizens. 

Female 7eacher8.^^Tbe number of female teachers employed was doubb 
the number formerly employed. This was owing to the scarcity of male ap- 
plicants. The former gave general satisfaction, with a few exceptions. 

InetiiiUes. — In fourteen districts institutes were held by requirement; in 
one. North Whitehall, a volunteer institute was held. For the credit of the 
Saucon teachers, I would say, when they were informed by the school 
board that no institute was required, they immediately drew up a petition, 
Bigned unanimously, praying for an institute, which petition was received 



150 LBHIOH COXINTT. 

bj the board, acted upon and reqaeet g^ranted. In the fellowiiig ^atrieta 
no institntes were held, viz : Lower Milford, Lower Macnngie, South White- 
hall, Heidelberg, Millerstown, Slatington and Hokendaaqna. Institutes in 
the last three eonld not be made interesting, there being but two schools in 
each of these districts. Not for want of liberalitj on the part of dlreeton. 

Vi9iiaiion$, — ^Two hundred and fifty-eight schools were yisited^ two hun- 
dred and fifteen once, and some twice, and others thrice. I was geiieraUj 
accompanied by one or more of the directors ; in some instances nddressss 
were made bj both officers. Sometimes one in the English language and 
the other in the Oerman. The average time spent in each was «»ne and a 
half hours. As I became more acquainted with directors, teachers, pupils 
and parents, I find my risits to be more profitable, a lasting argument in 
fiayor of the "no change^* policy. That more good can be accomplished by 
being acquainted with directors, teachers, parents and pnpils^ than by being 
strange to all, is not to be doubted. Therefore, frequent changes are posi- 
tiye injuries to progress, as well as dangerous to the school system. All 
dianges should, therefore, be made with a positiye assurance that they aq^fcr 
the better. I found pupils more free to ask for advice in school matters, per- 
taining to their studies, while visiting schools this year, than I have during 
any fbrmer visit. It takes almost a lifetime to beeon^ perfect in any cal)> 
ing, and for a director or superintendent to become perfect in a knowledge 
of the workings of the school system, in one term, is impossible. Our peo- 
ple are beginning to see this, and hence the changes n^ade are but few. 

Bummier Schools. — There are more summer schools this summer (1866) 
than at any former time, another sign of the improvement spoken of else- 
where. The cause of education has suffered nothing since the dose of the 
''cruel war/' but has gained much. Every available means is being used 
to advance the interests of our noble common school system* Oar dtiaens 
feel like perpetuating the tree institutions handed down to us from our foie- 
fathers. These institutions cannot rest upon ignorance ; ^en we must eda- 
oate our children, for education is the basis of our liberties. There aie 
smpmer schools in every district. May it no longer be said, '^in the dark 
comer of Lehigh. '^ 

HelpH. — The agencies referred to under the heading ^' Schools,'' in this le* 
port, are the '' Peansylvania Military and Collegiate institute," and a chain of 
Normal schools. One is conducted by O. Sender, in Weisenberg district^ 
one by F. P. Bender, in Lowhill district ; these are for the benefit of teaehem 
In the northern and western parts of the county. The one for the eastern 
and southern parts is at Millerstown, conducted by the county superinten- 
dent ; all well attended. Rev. B. Walker opened a school in AUentown 
about a year ago for young men, now under the charge of Bev. J. H. Sykes> 
formerly teacher of the AUentown Male High school^ and is doing well 
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The ''Penneylvanla Military and OoUe^ate iuBtitate^' deserves more than 
n passing notice. It has long been usefdl in preparing teachers for tiiis and 
ck^oining coontiee. This institution has been chartered by the State, with 
the fall powers of a college, and is now in Buecessfal operation, under the 
management of Rev. L. M. Hoffard, A. M.^ President. All the branches 
of a complete college coarse are here taught, and pupils enjoy, in addition, 
a fkll course in military tactics — infantry, artillery and cavalry drill — the 
State furnishing arms, Ac, in accordance with its charter for this purpose. 
The number of pupils in attendance during the paat year haa been upwards 
of 250. 

Ooru^ufion. — ^In looking over the report of the labors for the year I find 
that I held 45 ezAminations, and spent two hundred and thirty-one days in 
official duties ; visited two hundred and fifty-eight schools ; wrote two hun- 
dred and ninety-one official letters ; traveled twenty-eight hundred miles ; 
attended as many district institutes as time would permit ; held one county 
inatitBte ; and when visiting schoolfi, made evening addresses when invited 
4Kito do. 

The school prospects are very flattering indeed. Some boards advertised 
4oi teachers at |25 per month, for a term of five months. The^ coming year, 
I am informed, they intend to pay from $40 to $45 per month, for a term of 
«ix months. Tiiie is certainly very encouraging. Lehigh is bound to go 
ahead. I take this method of returning thanks to my many friends for the 
tdndness shown me during my stay among them May we all deserve and 
«eoeive Heaven'a blessings. 
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School Sovses. — ^About ninety per cent, remain in the same condition aa 
when I last reported ; hence a special deaeription would only be a repetition 
of a portion of my hMt report Number built, 16. One in Scranton, an 
'Olegant briok, two stories, with three departments, in keeping with the 
others of that district, and with the enterprise which characterizes the citi- 
eens ef that thriving town, now a city. The new graded school, so long 
oontemplated in the borough of Wilkesbarre, is in progress of building, and 
will be ready for use in time for the next session of public schools. Nearly 
all the houses built are good, and perhaps sufficient to answer the. purposes 
of the districts wherein they are located. Number unfit for use, 134 ; nnm* 
ber destitute 'Of out-houses, lo3 ; number with furniture unfit for use, and 
iz^urious to health, 241. No injustice would be done to many districts, if 
iialftha houses Aotipttt down as destitute of out-buildings were thus reported, 
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since a large proportion of them are in soch a condition as to render them 
a noisance, and heuce eqaivalent to none at all. 

Furniture, — In most instances where new houses hare been bniit, caie 
has been taken to supply suitable farnitare. No other changes have oo- 
earred, except the usnal amount of ** wear and tear:" 

VentUaHon. — This subject has receiyed but little attention. Windoivv 
are the only means of ventilation employed. All houses, the windows of 
which are 80 adjusted as to admit of being lowered from the top, as well as 
raised from the bottom, are classed with those well ventilated, bat the 
truth is, there is not a well ventilated school house in the whole county. Ia 
some instances the boys provide ventilation for themselves by pelting out 
the glass with stones. They then become winders, 

Apparaius. — ^No new apparatus has been supplied daring the year. This 
is among our most pressing wants, and I am glad to know that there is a 
disposition among the more intelligent class of directors to provide for U 
-at an early day. A teacher can no more teach skilfully and successfully 
without apparatus than a mechanic can do good work without tools. Mapi^ 
globes, charts and geometrical figures should be in every school. 

BchooU. — Whole number, 430; graded, 105; well classified, 34&; noBl- 
ber in which uniform books have been adopted, 167. The-nomber and ooi« 
dition of our graded schools are so nearly the same as last year, that I nee4 
only to refer to my last report to give a proximate idea of what they are al 
present 

I would also refer to the paragraph in that report on unifonnity of text- 
books, for a synopsis of facts under that head. 

Examinatio)i8 and Certificates. — Whole number public examinations held^ 
53 ; whole number provisional certificates issued, 419 ; whole number pro- 
fessional certificates issued, 63 ; whole number applicants rejected, 72.. Few 
certificates were endorsed from other counties ; few special examinations 
held, and few certificates renewed, it having been my object to bring direc- 
tors and teachers together as much as possible at the public examinations. 
The directors of Benton, Huntington and Hazle townships are always found 
at their pests on examination days. This practice is worthy of all com- 
mendation, and should be universal. The beards of Oovington,. BaUer, 
Oarbondale and Scranton are always represented, but seldom in fall attend- 
ance» while there are districts whose directors never know of the appoint- 
ments till several days after the time has past, although the notices aie 
always published in three or four of the county papers. The difference is 
•plain to be seen in the condition of the schools and school houses as on those 
occasions. 

Orade of Cer^i/Sco^s— -Lowest figure, 3 ; lowest average, 2. This stand* 
.ard was adopted three years ago, but was lowered from necesaitf daring 
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the two winters preceding the last We have reason to hope that such a 
necessity is past never to return. More permanent certificates were issued 
than in any previous year, bat were generally given to those who had been 
earnestly, and zealously^ and successfully laboring to merit them from four 
to six years. 

Teacht.rn. — Though in respect to qualifications and experience we have 
not fully recovered all we lost from the effects of the late war, still much 
improvement was apparent upon the preceding two years. During the war 
male teachers were scarce, and a majority of those we had were but poorly 
qualified. 

ViHitaiion%, — From the commencement of my official labors it has been 

. my purpose to visit all the schools of the county at least once a year, and I 
always made my programmes accordingly, but have never been able to 
fulfil them to the letter. This county is large in extent of territory ; it is 

. traversed by four great ranges of mountains^ and in many portions the roads 
are intolerable at all seasons of the year. To hold 53 public examinations ; 
write 400 letters ; travel 2,000 miles, over such roads, and visit 400 schools, 
in a year, is next to impossible ; and yet all this, and much more, is ex- 
pected of a county superintendent. I have visited nearly all the schools 

. once, and some twice, every year. Accidents, sickness, bad condition of 
the roads, and bad weather, interferred more with my visitations last win- 
ter than any winter previous. Many directors think that a superintendent 
can give attention .to their schools at any moment when they may have 

■ occasion to call upon him, and their astonishment is excited to the highest 
pitch if he fails to answer all their letters by return mail, a^ if he could be 
every where present, and always at home at the same time. The fact is, the 
work in the county is more than any one man can do. There should be two 
euperintendents in this and all similar counties. 

Institutes, — District institutes have been entirely abandoned, except where 
the teachers have kept them up voluntarily. Such has been the case in 
several districts, and as might be expected, their meetings have been interest- 
ing and profitable. Compulsory attendance has never resulted in any bene- 
fit to teachers or schools in this county. When the heart is not in the work, 
very little good is likely to be accomplished. 

Our county institutes and associations went down with a crash during 
the absence of our male teachers in the war. We have never been able to 

. revive. It was my intention to hold one this spring, but I failed to secure 

. the co-opleration of such teachers as were needed to warrant the under- 
taking. 

" O / the Wolf is NigK " — A great obstacle to progress arises flnom a want 
of competent men, in many places, to look after the interests of the schools. 
I do not pretend to say that there are many districts in which competent 
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men could not be found, bat I do intend to assert tbat snch men are not 
alw^ajs chosen for school officers, and it is my deliberate conviction, tbat 
political prejudice lies at the foundation of this great evil. Events whicb 
have transpired in this county, under my personal observation, admonish 
me that the "hour cometh and now is," when the true friends of popular 
education should be warned of the danger to which our noble school system 
is exposed, from the wiles of intriguing politicians. Of all the germs of 
evil, of all the sources of mischief, of all the dangers, seen or unseen, to 
which our schools are subject, and which, if not timely corrected, is des- 
tined, ultimately, to undermine the very foundations, and destroy forever 
all the power of this mighty agency for good, that is the most to be feared 
which arises from the liability of those to whom is entrusted the keeping of 
this sacred charge, to suffer their actions and decisions to be controlled by 
political motives. Already this evil has assumed the proportions of a moii> 
Bter, threatening to gorge himself with the first fruits, and fairest, of one of 
the noblest, grandest, sublimest enterprises that ever claimed the devotkm 
of man. Not satisfied with the waste of ruin he has already wrought, in 
attempting to rend in twain the veil of that glorious temple consecrated to 
''virtue, liberty and independence,'' by the blood of our fathers, he now 
stalks abroad with bold, defiant front, ready to close bis voracious jaws upon 
all that remains to inspire hope for the future, and thus annihilate forever 
the first, and last, and only means by which the blessings of civil and re* 
ligious liberty can be preserved to ourselves or transmitted to our posterity. 
Away with a man who can not rise above political prejudice when called 
upon to assume the duties of a school officer I These duties are too im- 
portant, the charge too sacred, the trust too fearfully responsible to be trifled 
with thus wantonly. 

OoncliLsion. — Six years have elapsed since the directors of this coosity 
confided to me the responsible position of county superintendent. At the 
end of my first term they were pleased to endorse my previous course by 
leaving the trust still in my keeping. Though I have witnessed much im- 
provement, I cannot say that I am satisfied with what I have done, or with 
what has been accomplished. The prosperity of the work has not been 
equal to my desires. It is well known that we had more to contend with 
during the four years of war than at any previous time ; still we can truly 
say, no year has passed without some prosperity. 

In retiring to ** private life," I wish to tender my sincere thanks to school 
directors for their aid and comfort ; to teachers for their co-operation and 
sympathy ; to friends for their kindness and good will, and to the dear chil« 
dren for their cordial greetings, respectful attention and cheerful manifes* 
tations of friendship. 
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Non — Since this report waa received ftt the Department, nearly four 
hundred schools have been supplied with Perce's magnetic gflobes, with 
brass meridians, globes seven to twelve inches in diameter. A considera- 
ble number of Quyot's out<line maps have also been Introduced— a healthy 
aign of progress. 



LYCOMING COUNTY.— J. T. Rbidi 

School Houses. — Whole number, 200; number of log, 22; number of 
stone, 10 ; number of frame, 144 ; number unfit for use, 42 ; number built, 
4 ; all frame, of ordinary size ; one in Hepburn, one in Lews, one in More- 
land, and one in Shrewsbury. All of these houses are supplied with in- 
ferior famiture, though made on the right plan, but very poorly put together, 
And will go to pieces in a short time. 

Apparatus, — Forty houses are still without black-board surface, and in 
fifty more the quantity is so small as to be almost useless ; but, aside from 
it, and a few orthographical charts, there never has been any or very little 
improvement in the line of apparatus, until within the last year, during which 
twenty- eight schools were supplied with Mitchell's ^out-line maps. More 
would have been supplied were it not that all the districts, except two, are . 
largely in debt for bounties to volunteers. For the same reason so few new 
houses were erected. However, it is hoped that the directors will continue. 
At least, at the same ratio to supply the schools with maps, until every 
school in the county shall contain a full set of out-line maps. 

£xamtna<ion&— Forty-four examinations were held, at which 160 teach- 
ers were examined by a combination of the oral and written methods; 76 
' were examined privately, at the request of directors, making 236 in all 

Certificates. — Two hundred and thirty-six provisional certificates were 
iaeued ; 138 to fiomales, and 98 to males. Jennie Reighard, of Williams- 
port, and Olara Funston, of Newberry, received professional certificates at 
the county institute, before which they read essays. 

Teachers. — Whole number employed 228, of which 130 were females, and 
98 males ; 61 having taught less than oneyear, and 50 beginners. It will 
be seen by the statistical report, that the average grade of teachers' cer- 
tificates is quite low ; entirely below what it should be. This is a corres- 
ponding result of low salaries, which constitutes one of the greatest draw- 
backs to American schoorinstitutions. It is so plain as to be noticeable in 
foreign countries. Even a German, writing to a friend in America, says, 
'* that we spend large sums of money in building fine seminaries and colleges, 
but starve the professors in them." The same may be truthfully said of the 
teachers of the common schools. They are employed for starvation prices ; 
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but this evil mast be oyercome before we can expect to get learned teacheiB, 
and if we do not g^t them the fatnre progress of our schools will be greatly 
endangered. Money will command talent ; and it is natural for men to 90 
where they can get the most of >t. 

Visitations — Whole number schools visited 228, of which 50 were visited 
twice, and 105 visits made accompanied by directors. My mode of visiting 
schools has been : 1st. To notice the order of the school and conduct of the 
scholars. 2d. To inquire into the classification of the school. 3d. To call 
up classes and review them sufficiently to ascertain their degree of thorough* 
ncBS ; and 4th. To address the scholars about fifteen minutes, on the im- 
portance of £:tudy and improving their time. I believe the schools were all 
visited by the directors. While visiting the schools of Clinton I was 
accompanied by the whole board, and from twenty to twenty-five citizeua. 
8uch is the proper spirit to manifest in behalf of the schools. I hope it may, 
ere long, spread itself over the entire county, for it has a marked and salu- 
tary influence upon the schools. 

InMuies. — District institutes were held in three districts, viz: in tbe 
city of Williamsport, with eighteen teachers i Muncy borough, with five 
teachers, and Miffiin township, with nine teachers, making thirty-two teach- 
ers in all that attended district institutes. The teachers of Mifflin kept up 
the institute on their own volition, in addition to teaching twentj-two days. 
The county institute was held at Williamsport, in the month of October, and 
remained in session three days ; about sixty teachers were in attendance. 

Schools. — The schools were well attended, and scholars made good pro- 
greas. During my whole term of superintendency I urged upon the teaehen 
and scholars thoroughness, and I am satisfied that much good is the result 
The schools are better classified, the definitions, rules and principles aie 
better learned afid understood by ^he pupils. I always protested against 
the teachers trying to do more than one thing at a time ; for instance, heaF 
ing a class read and instructing another in arithmetic at the same time. If 
there is any one class that should receive the attention of the teacher more 
than another, it is reading. Scholars, perhaps, spend more of their school 
days in learning to read than in any thing else, and yet there are few good 
readers. The reason is, they are not instructed in the elocutionary princi- 
ples of reading. Many teachers, as well as scholars, think that if they can 
pnly call the words properly at sight that is all sufficient. I always heard 
the advanced classes read, and gave instructions, by showing them the im- 
portance of being acquainted with the principles of reading ; also selected 
pieces which should be read in different styles, and read them. No schools 
were graded during the year. 

Moral Instruction, — The Bible was read in ninety-six schools— -a few 
were also opened with prayer. 
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MCKEAN COUNTY.— C. Comfobth. 

School J9buae«.— Two haye been bailt : one in Anin and one in Ceres. 
Both are good frame buildings, and well arranged. 

There are ten school houses which are injurious to the health of pupils, 
owing to bad seats and insufficient shelter in winter. But these places of 
torment, in most cases, belong to the past, and, it is believed, will soon be 
re-placed by commodious buildings. 

Apparaitia, — Aside from black-board surface and maps, there is but little 
apparatus. A good dictionary of the English language should be furnished 
by directors to every school. 

Examinations, — I have had seventeen public examinations, at which I 
have granted eighty*threo provisional certificates, and rejected six. I have 
examined privately nineteen, giving certificates for one term only. No pro- 
feesional certificates have been given. In my inspections, I have combined 
the oral and written methods. A greater number of directors have been 
present at the examinations than in any previous year since my connectioD 
with the schools In my attempts to elevate the standard of qnalificatlond- 
in teachers, I have been annoyed by the complaint of a certain class of * 
teftcbers, while I have been encouraged by onr best educators, and by the 
directors universally. 

Viaaatums.-^OxL being re-appointed August 7, I g^ve all my time to the 
schools, till the close of the summer term, making thirty-two viBits. During 
the winter term I visited every school but one that was open,, making sixty- 
three visits— ninety-five visits in all. 

District Intitules have been held in but two districts. Where most of 
the teachers are young and inexperienced, and where but few can meet, 
'Which is the case in nearly all our districts, institutes are not profitable 
unless teachers are possessed of more enthusiasm than is usual. 

. Moral InstrucOon.'^ThQ Bible has been read in all our schools but e^even. 
Besides, in most of them, lessons in morals and conduct have been given, 
by enlarging upon the incidents and applying" the principles found in or 
fiuggeated by the daily task. Here is an opportunity fop asefulness which 
teachers should not forget. 

Obstacles, — Two are very evident : 

Ist. The inescperienoe and lack of attainmefUs of teachers. Very few 
pforpose to make teaching a permanent pursuit. Most of our teachers are 
yonng females, and by the time they become efficient instrncto^i they, in 
a majority of oases, leave the labors of the school room for' the duties of tihe 
household. Thus we have a large proportion of young and inexperieneed 
teachers. " 
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2d. The criminal neglect of parents, in regard to sending their children 
to school. That parent or gaardian is guiUy of doing a life-long and irre* 
parable injorj to the children whom he snffers to be tardy and irregular in 
their attendance at school, and to whom he does not fornish proper books 
and give due enconragement 



MBRCBR COUNTY.— J. Millir. 

In the statistical report, herewith transmitted, will be found abundant ari* 
dence of the prosperous condition of the schools, and the general advance* 
ment of educational affairs during the past year. 

In almost every district there was an increase of interest and of effort, 
in behalf of the schools. About one hundred schools were supplied with 
astronomical charts, and about thirty with maps and globes. More than 
thirty thousand dollars were expended in building and repairing school 
houaeai There was an increase in the leng^ of the school term, in the 
salaries of teachers and in the average attendance. The schools of SharoOf 
«which had not been in operation for two years, were re-orgauized on the 
Union graded system, in November. They have been eminently prosper- 
ous thus far. Hickory, which has always been in the lead of our rural die* 
tricts, in every important improvement, abolished the practice of '' board* 
ing round," at the commencement of the winter term. 

Ajs was to be expected, there were some failures. In a few distficls 
there was much to discourage the friends of progress and improvement 
Still, it affords us great pleasure to be able to report, that, generally, the 
schools were more prosperous, and the people more ardently attached lo 
the cause of popular education, than at any former period in the history of 
our common school system. 

Ntm jBoums.— The Union school house in Sharon, which was reported in 
course of erection last year, was completed in September, and dedicated 
with appropriate exercises, to the noble cause of virtue and education, on 
the tenth of November. It is a beautifnl and substantial brick edifice, thne . 
stories high, containing ten school rooms, each twenty-four by thirty-feet, 
and a lecture hall, thirty by fifty feet. 

The ftimiture of each room is neatly and substantially constructed, hand- 
somely painted and varnished, and conveniently arranged. The entire cost 
of the lot, building and itimiture, was about twenty-four thousand doUan. 

The directors of Lackawannook exemplified their appreciation ^the beau- 
tifbl, as a Bkeans of social refinement and moral culture, hj erecting a toek 
edifice, which in point of beauty, convenience and permanency, is equal, if 
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not superior, to any other country school house in the county. The loca- 
tion, though difficult of access, is pleasant and healthfbl. The cost of this 
house, including lot and furniture, was two thousand and one hundred dol- 
lars. 

Teachers. — About one hundred and fifty of the teachers employed during 
the year gave full satisfaction. They taught the seyeral branches well and 
thoroughly. Their modes of government were mild, but firm and efficient. 
In but few cases did they find it necessary to inflict corporal punishment. 
Their methods of instruction and discipline indicated that they had correct 
views concerning the nature and object of education. Their pupils were 
diligent in their studies, polite and refined in their manners, full of life, en- 
ergy and zeal, but quiet and orderly in their conduct, and attentive, thought- 
ful and thorough in their recitations. Of a majority of the rest, it may be 
said, that they were faithful and diligent in the discharge of their duties, 
and reasonably successful. The average grade of their certificates was 
about two and one- third. 

It is important that directors should acquire some knowledge of the ele* 
ments of success In the practice of teaching. There is only one element in 
the teacht^r^s qualifications, which some directors seem to appreciate, and 
that i8, the ability to govern the school, or rather the ability to keep the 
school quiet ; whether by the power of kindness, or by the use of the rod, is 
a matter of indifference to them. When they visit the schools, their only ob- 
ject Is to ascertain whether the pupils are well governed or not. Beyond 
this they do not extend their observations. Hence, in some districts, those 
teachers who are most successful in managing turbulent boys, receive the 
highest amount of compensation, without the least regard to their other 
qualifications. Whatever natural or acquired ability teachers may possess, 
as disciplinarians, if they are ignorant of the theory of teaching — ^thoee 
principles of mental, moral and physical culture, which underlie all sound 
instruction — and have not a thorough knowledge of the subjects which they 
attempt to teach, they are but ** blind leaders of the blind.'' 

The increase of female teachers was not, in the least, detrimental to the 
Bcbools. In some districts there is still a strong prejudice against female 
teechers. Their employment is simply a matter of economy and necessity. 
At the same salary, an igni>rant male teacher would be preferred to an tn« 
ielligent female. 

By reference to the statistical report, it will be seen that there was an in- 
crease in the number of certificates issued ; but as many were Issued for 
one term only, it must not be inferred that there was a corresponding in- 
crease in the number of teachers. As in former years, it was with greal 
difficulty that a sufficient number of competent teachers could be procured. 
Every year a large number of our best teachers quit the profeasion, to en- 
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gage in other buBinesg. In order to secure a sufficient nnmber of penna* 
nent, well qualitied teachers, directors must use the proper means to retain 
ail good teachers, after thej have procured them, and to induce young men 
and women, of the proper qualifications, to choose teaching as their permai> 
nent profession. The schools should be kept open at least eight months 
during the year. Teachers should be employed for the entire term — the 
whole length of time the schools are kept open. 

Teachers should be allowed a compensation commensurate with the im- 
portance and dignity of their calling. No one but a sluggard would think 
of choosing a profession, which would not afford him constant employment, 
and sufficient emoluments to enable him to provide the ordinary comforts 
of life. 

Boarding Round. — This abominable practice still prevails in every rural 
district, except one. Every reason for continuing it is focmded in selfish- 
ness. All the advantages of the custom are on one side. All the good 
which results from it, is at the expense of the teacher. Our female teach* 
ers have realited that boarding round, especially in the winter, injures their 
health, prevents them from improving their minds, and, in a great measure, 
disqualifies them for the proper discharge of their professional duties. 

Visitation. — ^A few schools wore not visited, as they were not open at the 
time I was in the district. The number of visits made, however, exceeded 
the number of schools in the county. The length of the visits varied ae- 
cording to the condition of the schools ; from one hour to one half day. The 
average length of the visits was about one hour and forty minutes. As a 
general rule, that is a sufficient length of time to enable the supori.'itendent 
to form a correct opinion in regard to the general condition of the school, 
to ascertain whether or not the teacher's methods of instructit n and disci* 
pline conform to the true principles of education, and to suggest such im- 
provements in the schools, iand give such directions in the art of teaching, 
as may be deemed necessary. 

State Appropriation. — A large increase of the State appropriation is re* 
commended. The amount usually appropriated to the schools is but an 
inconsiderable pittance, when couipared with the whole amount expended 
for school purposes. The poorer portions of the State need relief. If the 
State appropriation be not largely increased, the Yiegislature will nltimatelj 
be pressed to impose a uniform State school tax. 

It is hoped that the Legislature at its next session, in considering this 
subject, will be guided by the progressive spirit of the times, and appro- 
priate an amount to the schools, at least double that granted at Its last 
session. 

We cannot see any Jnetice or propriety in making the number of tax*- 
blee the basis of apportioning the State appropriation. We think it should 
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be distiibnted among the several districts, in proportion to the ayerage 
number of scholars attending the schools, and the average length of time 
the schools are kept open, according to the requirements of the school law. 

TeacAcr«' CerHficales. — It is recommended that the form of teachers' cer- 
tificates be so changed that they may be issued, in the discretion of the su- 
perintendent, for one, two or three years, according to the qualifications of 
those receiving them. There are many good teachers who, though they 
are not Ailly entitled to professional certificates, should not be required to 
pass an examination every year. The practice of issuing certificates for an 
unlimited time, is of doubtful propriety. Many teachers, who received pro- 
fessional certificates eight years ago, could not now obtain good provi- 
riotial certificates. 

Compulsory Attendance. — The irregularity of attendance may be reme- 
died, in a great measure, by making the school houses comfortable and at- 
tractive, and by improving the efficiency and usefulness of the schools. 
We are opposed, in toto, to any law making the attendance of pupils at 
Cor public schools compulsory. Parents have the right to rule their own 
children. Any legislative action that would either force parents to send 
their children to school, or force children to school against the will of their 
parents, would be an infringement upon this sacred right. Our noble 
school system is intended to promote liberty, and not to destroy it. And if 
this evil cannot be remedied in any other way, it will be far wiser and better 
to endure it patiently, than to attempt to remedy it by an act of tyranny. 
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School Houses.— Five have been destroyed by fire during the year : two 
in Armagh, one in Bratton and two in Freedom Forge district. What la 
remarkable, in each case, the origin of the fire is involved in mystery. No 
onto can account for it, though the impression in general is that they 
were set on fire. This sounds badly for Mifflin county. The two houses in 
Armagh and one in Freedom Forge district were old, the other in Freedom 
was new, 'but only a temporary house connected with the old. All of these 
were but illy adapted to school purposes, and would, no doubt, in a few 
years have been re-placed by new ones. 

The house in Bratton, however, was a new and very good, large and com- 
modions building; one of- the best in the county, and its loss is most deeply 
regretted. Some person, actuated by some fiendish spirit, entered it in the 
flight time, applied the torch and left. No person, as yet, has been arrested, 
the iNiBi^eeted party having disappeared. 

11 SOHOOL BiP. 
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Three houses haye been erected and one parchased ; all in Anuagh. Tht 
two destroyed by fire were re-bailt Both of these are frame, re8i>ectable 
in proportions, and constracted with reference to comfort and conyenience 
of teacher and pupils. The one is beautifully located in a groye, and after 
the stumps and rubbage are removed from the play-ground, will be a com- 
fortable home for children. The other is not so happily located, baring 
also a very small play- ground. 

The third is a log-house, put up in rough order, in an out-of-the-way^ 
troublesome corner of the district, where education is by no means as highly 
prized as it might be. 

The aggregate cost about $1,600. 

The house purchased is a fine brick building, at Locke's Mills, formerly 
used as an academy. An excellent building for school purposes, with nice, 
though moderately sized grounds, partly, and, no doubt, before long will 
be completely fenced. 

Furniture and Apparatus, — The furniture of the new houses, though good 
enough in design, seems to be constructed too much with reference to cheap- 
ness ; will likely not be lasting. No other houses have been supplied with 
new furniture. With apparatus a few have. The new and excellent house 
In Yeagertown, Derry district, has been supplied with a complete set of 
Felton's out-line maps and Osgood's cards. Some other schools in the dis- 
trict have also had their old cards re-placed by new ones. The directors 
of this district are alive to the wants of the schools, exert themselves to se- 
cure good teachers, and to put up good buildings when they do build. We 
hope they will feel themselves able before long to re-place the old house at 
Kelly's with a substantial brick building. Also the one at Stine's with the 
same kind of building. 

Schools, — There has been improvement made in the schools over last year. 
In some, the grading was better. In many the government and teaching 
were better. The Lewistown and M'Veytown schools have been improved 
in their grading, and through that, in their efficiency. Heretofore, in each 
of those places, there have been two high schools, male and female ; they 
were taught in adjoining rooms, and the teachers generally exchanged 
cliisses ; but it has been thought better to grade the schools and give to 
each teacher his own pupils, and but one grade. So there is now bqt one 
high school in each place. This is much more satisfactory to teachers and 
better for the pupils. It also improves the grading of some of the lower 
schools. 

The schools of Lewistown, M'Yeytown, Newton Hamilton and Freedom 
Forge, eighteen in all, constitute the whole number of graded sofaools in 
the county. The growing wants in other places for such schools are de- 
manding attention, and will, in time, give rise to the requisite boUdings. 
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The clABsificatiim of oar schools is aboat as good as we can expect under 
the circamstances. Irregalarity of attendance is the greatest ohstacle to 
proper classification. Good teachers who always sncceed best in securing 
attendance have iuTariablj the best classified schools. Nearly all the schools 
are opened by reading Scriptare. Some by reading Scripture and prayer. 

SxaminaHont. — My examinations haye'been chiefly oral, but I have con- 
cluded hereafter to have them chiefly written. My experience has taught 
me that it is extremly difficult to do full justice to each member of a class 
by the oral method. Some who are blessed with an abundance of self-con- 
fidence seem to tell more than they know. Others become embarrassed and 
fail to tell what they know. Again, I am urging directors to pay teachers 
according to the grade of their certificates ; and it is highly important that 
each teacher haye what he deserves and nothing more. » 

Teachers also are frequently dissatisfied with their certificates, and by 
referring to their papers t he superintendent can satisfy them that they have 
not been unjustly dealt with. 

1 held twelve public and fifteen private examinations ; in all examined 
eighty •nine applicants ; rejected six ; granted eighty-four provisional cer- 
tificates, two professional, and endorsed six. The average grade of certifi- 
epUes about two. 

. Teaehers.'^Ot the ninety-four teachers of the county, fifty-one are males 
iiid forty- three females; precisely the same number of each was engaged 
ia the county last year. Probably the number of female teachers will not 
be diminished much, as prejudice against them is wearing away. In seve- 
ral parts of the county it was compelled to give way the past year. Schools 
which had been in a notoriously bad condition, and came to be so in the 
hands of male teachers, grew into beautiful proportions beneath the genius 
and power of the female mind. In Lewistown the entire machinery 
was run by a corps of female teachers, and certainly it was run with as 
little jarring and as clear a hum as formerly. 

There has been a decided improvement on the part of a goodly numbec 
of teachers of Mifflin county in school discipline. The superintendent, be>- 
lieving that an evil of no small magnitude had grown up in our schools, from^ 
the false theory of home discipline, allowing the dear children to rule, caUed 
the attention of teachers particularly to it, and he has the satisfaction to» 
know that improvement has been made, and he hopes it will continue to be 
made, until the children in our schools everywhere will be taught to xeagect 
law and authority, a thing which they too seldom learn at homei 

Although many teachers have not succeeded as they expe<^ to do with* 
more experience, tl^re havis been but two entire failures^ one a male, the 
ether a female teacher. 
, VimMion»,'^Two aohopls of the ninetj-four I visited eijj onoe ; eightj 
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twice and twelre three or more times. Average length of Thuts abont 
two boura 

In a goodly number of yisits I was accompanied bj directors or citisena 
bat not as freqaentlj as I ought to hare been, or as I expect to be here- 
after. I think it highly important that directors accompany the Baperinteih 
dent while on his official visits. The superintendent, after making mgges- 
tions to teachers, if necessary, on points of order or teaching, in which 
they fail, should make known the same to the directors, and request then 
to visit the schools occasionally and note the improvement They would 
then have an object in visiting schools, and would become more interested 
in them. 

Duirict IruMute9. — All are dead except one. Killed by the Legialatare^ 
were ihey ? No, they died a natural death, without even a struggle. WiH 
they rise again ? Yes, I am expecting a general i*esurrection at no distant 
period, with bodies, too, more spiritual than befora But why did they die I 
Institutes origiAally grew out of the wants of the teachers. Teachers bad 
caught the professional spirit and were growing in it ; many were prepa^ 
ing for the school room, intending to devote their lives to the education of the 
children ; not because they were unfit for anything else, but because they 
loved it, and thought it a magnificent field in which to labor and to die. Thsj 
were not simply willing but were anxious to embrace every means for their 
improvement. And when institutes were suggested, they were delighted 
witn the idea, and found in those meetings an efficient agency for their ad- 
vancement in the knowledge and wisdom requisite to the school room. 
Ihey expected — which they in reason and justice had a right to expect* 
that well qualified, experienced and efficient teachers would be paid accord* 
ingly. But, during the war, when labor of every other kind advanced 100 
per cent, teaching advanced cnly frem 25 to 30 per cent., compelling those 
who were so enthusiastic before to leave the school room. Some went inle 
the army ; some into other pursuits which afforded them a livelihoood. The 
schools generally were left in the hands of young, inexperienced teachen^ 
many of them poorly qualified either for the school or the institute room ; be- 
sides a much larger proportion than before, of these teachers were females, 
and, right or wrong, they would frequently have excuses for not attending 
institutes. And, besides all this, poor teachers were generally paid the same 
as good ones, depriving them of almost every incentive to make speeUI 
preparation for the school room. Interest in institutes died away, and they 
became simply form without spirit. Teachers met generally to have a 
good time, frequently at 11 A; M., and adjourning at 3 P. M., saving a 
dollar. This is asimple, brief but truthful history of teachers' inMtntev, si 
least in Mifflin county, thus far. I said there was one exception ; that CMf 
institute w^s fivtng ; thM is in Uhion district That is tfaronly' Aitriet in 
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the coantjT, it bmihb, that has not lost its old teachers by the war ; and a 
thing which is very creditable, the teachers hare not lost their professional 
seal or spirit 

: Oranrille distriet is also worthy of mention .for the seal of its female 
teachers in sastaining, so long and so well, their institnte, even at the ez- 
pence of personal sacrifice. 

I have no fears for the fdtnre of institutes. They are bound to come np 
again as the professional and educational spirit of the county rises. This 
they will do independent of the Legislature. Things are brightening up 
already in our county. People are looking out for good teachers and are 
willing to pay them. A new impulse is being given to the cause, and 
teachers generally are becoming encouraged, and are beginning to think of 
preparing for the school room. I think I shall be safe in guaranteeing at 
least ten institutes in MiflBin county next year. 

MseHnga. — A county institute was held last August in Lewistown, con- 
tinuing in session one week. The attendance of teachers was not as large 
as we would desire, for the reason that many teachers were attending Prof. 
Bhaarp's school, and could not well leave. Still the number present was 
SoUcient to make the meeting interestiDg and profitable. Prof. S. B. 
Thompson, of the State Normal school at Bdinboro', was present and ren- 
dered us much valuable service in teaching, lecturing, Ac. Profe. Shuma- 
ker^ Sharp, Hon. 0. B. Ooburn and Azariah Smith, Esq., were present part 
oC the week, lecturing in the evening and contributing much to the interest 
of the meeting through the day. 

In January the Miflin County Teachers' association met at M'Yeytowtt, 
and continued in session four days. It was one of the largest meetings of 
the kind ever held in the county. The exercises were generally interesting 
attd certainly profitable to those who participated actively. Messrs. Man- 
son, Eldrldgpj and €1ark, fvom Philadelphia, were present and took part in 
the exercises. Lectures were delivered by Rev. M. Floyd and Profl J. P. 
Wickersham, to large and interesting audiences. 

Uniformity of Texi-books. — A convention of the school directors of Mif- 
flin county was called in August last, by the superintendent, to consider the 
propriety of adopting a uniform series of text-books for the schools of the 
eounty. The meeting was held in Lewistown, attended by over half the 
whole number of directors in the county, those present representing all the 
districts except one. Resolutions were offered, and, after some discuseioDt 
were unanimously passed, setting forth the evils of a multiplicity of text-' 
books, and in favor of a uniformity throughout the county. A committee 
was then appointed, consisting of one member from each district, which 
committee appointed a sub-committee of five, to which the superintendent 
was afterwards added, whose bnainess it was to correspond with publishers, 
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ezftmine Md select the books, and aacertain the beat tenoa on which they 
oould be had for exchange or introduction. 

After the snb-committee bad completed its work a meeting of the general 
committee was called, to which the snb-committee reperted. The report 
of the sub- committee was accepted, and, by the general committee, brong^ 
before the respectiye school boards of the county for ratification. About 
half the school boards of the county have already adopted the books recom- 
mended by the committee, and, no doubt, before schools open next fall, all 
the boards in the county will have adopted them. This, forreaaona we will 
not take time to give, at present, we believe will promote the educational 
interests, and, at the same time, be a saving to the people in money. 

Irregularity of Attendance. ^^One of the most alarming evils of oor 
schools undoubtedly is irregularity of attendance. In some districts of 
this, as doubtless in every county of the State, the average attendance is 
bat little over half the whole number of scholars in the district. Some 
children, indeed, are receiving no eduaation at all except that which Nature 
furnishes, and that which ignorant, often vicious, parents impart. In tht 
midst of schools they are growing up barbarians, as another has said. Thb 
evil, it was believed, would disappear as the public school system deyeloped 
its vitality more fully, but it has been growing. It is proper to state thift 
the growth of this evil may be accounted for by the derangement of achooli 
by the war. Schools generally have suffered, some very materially, by being 
left in the hands of teachers less experienced and inefficient than formerly. 
They, in consequeuee, naturally declined in attendance. Again, the scarcitf 
of laborers made a great demand for boys and girls on the farm, in the store 
and in the work- shop. This also lowered the average attendance. Still, 
after making a reasonable allowance for this, which in time will correct 
itself, we know there are many children who either do not attend school at 
all, or attend so irregularly as to make their schooling practically of no value 
to themselves, and great trouble and annoyance to others. Theee childien 
generally have little or nothing to do at home, grow up in idleness, forming 
bad habits, and, in all probability, when gmwn or before, some of them will 
find their way into our State prisons. 

This ought not to be sufifered. But how is it to be remedied f ^'Compel 
attendance by law," say some. This idea has been gaining prominency of 
late. It has been discussed at debating societies and in private circles dur- 
ing the year, and the affirmative, it is generally conceded, has the strongest 
arguments. As a matter of abstract right, the proposition can be anatained 
BO doubt Upon the idea that the State needs the skill, and indoatry, and 
intelligence, and virtue of all its citisens, is based the right of the State to 
tax, indiscriminately, for the development of these ; but it were a strange 
right that would allow the State in this way to provide means and flusUitiM 
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for the edneation of all, and then not allow it to cause them to be nsed. 
Still, grantlnf^ the right, it maj not be expedient. In my opinion, it is a 
qnestion of expediency. Snch a law woald be nnpopalar, and likely not be 
enforced. It seems to be contrary to the genins of the Amencan people 
and American institutions. It seems to hare in it an element of monarchy 
or tyranny perhaps, which, while for that very reason it maybe well salted 
to the Germans, renders it objectionable to Americans. 

The only remedy then appears to be good teachers and efficient school 
officers. 
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School HouseB. — One hundred and twenty-six ; not opened, two ; erected 
daring the year, one. This hoase is built of brick, after one of the most 
approved plans foand in the Pennsylvania School Architecture. It is to be 
regretted that the ceiling is not higher. No ceiling should be less than tea 
feet high — ^twelve would do better. It improves the appearance of the 
building, Und makes it much healthier for the inmates. 

^urnUure. — Sixty-nine school houses have injurious furniture. The re* 
marks embodied in my last report are still applicable. 1 am pleased to say 
that where farniture has been introdaced, it has been of the most approved 
kind. 

ApparaiuB, — It afifords me great delight to report the praise- worthy pro* 
gress made under this head. Nineteen schools have been furnished with 
out-line maps during the present year, at a cost of sixteen dollars for each 
tBchool. The following are the districts, viz : Barrett, three ; Jackson, five ; 
Coolbaugh, three ; Tobyhanna, four ; Tunkhannock, three ; Bushkill, inde- 
pendent district, one. The directors of these districts deserve especial praise 
for the fearless manner in which they have discharged their datiea in spite of 
a strong opposition. 

Schools. — Whole number one hundred and twenty-five. Number well 
classified, seventy* six; number in which uniform series of text-books are 
adopted, seventy- nine. 

ExamintUvmB. — Number of examinations held, ten. Number of profes- 
sional certificates issued, four. No teacher has been examined privately 
except by the direction of the board of the district in which the applicant 
intended to teach. I have conducted my public examinations upon the plan 
of the teachers' institute, and tbiok much good was the result. It embar- 
rasses the applicant less, furnishes the best way for examining in the prac- 
tice of teaching, and school directors are better enabled to judge of the 
qualifications of those they are about to employ. 
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Teachers, — Number of males, ninety-two ; number of females, thirtj-three. 
Teachers, with the exception of those in the borough of Stroudsborg, gave 
good satisfaction — better than the year previous. The failure to give sat- 
isfaction in the ease above mentioned, arose from the want of thorough 
classification, aud from the crowded condition of the schools. The popa* 
lation of Stroudsburg has nearly doubled within the last fifteen years, 
yet no provisions have been made for accommodating this increase of popu- 
lation by increasing the number of schools. In fact there is one teacher 
less than there was ten years ago I That the teachers failed need surprise 
no one. 

Visitations. — All the schools except three were visited once, and forty- 
one visited twice. 

District Institutes. — District institutes were held in ten districts. Much 
interest has been taken in them, especially the one held in Chestnuthill. — 
All teachers who favor them look with disfavor upon the repeal of the law 
making it compulsory on the teacher to attend them. 

Independent Districts. — By an act of the Legislature, approved the twen- 
ty-fifth day of March, 1865, portions of Middle Smithfield township, in Mon- 
roe county, and Lehman township. Pike county, were erected into an 
independent district A large and beautiful building is in the course of erec- 
tion, which, when completed, will be an ornament to the beautiful village 
of Bushkill. 

Oeneral Remarks, — ^This year closes the term for which I was originally 
elected, and in comparing it with the first year of my term, every one will 
be compelled to admit that we have made some progress. That the progress 
is not as great as the friends of education wished, is frankly admitted ; but 
that it is as great as could be expected under the circumstances, is admitted 
also. What has been the great disturbing cause in our educational system 
during the last thre6 years ? But one answer can be found ; a protracted 
civil war. The following figures are stubborn and disagreeable facts : — 
Number of scholars in school in 1863, 5,239 ; number of scholars in school 
in 1865, 5,007 ; number of scholars in school in 1866, 5,008 ; decrease in 
nuifilber of scholars in 1866 over 1863 of 231. There 'has been no decrease 
in our population. This retrogression cannot be accounted for, except 
from the fact that the large drafts made upon the laboring classes for men 
to fill our armies, created a great demand for labor. Consequently, instead 
of finding boys in school from the ages of sixteen to twenty-one, as for- 
merly, you found them in the army, or at home supplying the places of those 
who had volunteered or had been drafted. It is necessary also to state, 
that the act limiting the age of admission to six years instead of five, has 
caused considerable difference during the last year. 

There has been great and decided progress made in the profession of 
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teaching. This, after all, is the trae test of progress. Daring mj term, 
nine new school honses have been bailt, which, considering the times, is 
cheering. 

Bat the highest ideals of the founders of our common school system will 
never be realized, until the people are willing to impose a tax on themselves 
safficient to support that system. Until they are, the proudest models of 
legislation are for naught. He is a vain babbler who tells us, in this utili* 
tarian age of the nineteenth century, that men will de?ote their time and 
talents to the profession of teaching, from a romantic love they may have 
for that calling, irrespective of any pecuniary consideration. To my fellow 
citizens of Monroe, who find fault with the progress our schools are making, 
I would reply, that the average salary paid to teachers last year, was twenty- 
three dollars and fifty cents per month, the teacher boarding himself 1 



MONTGOMERY COUNTY.— Abkl Rambo. 

School Houses. — Whole number, 226 ; of these 4 are unfit for use. There 
are 5 frame, 3d brick, and 186 stone buildings. Some of the houses, con- 
sidered suitable, might be condemned on acconnt of locality — being built on 
low marshy ground, where, in rainy seasons, much water collects which 
has no means of escape, except by evaporation. Buildings thus located 
cannot, by any means,, be kept clean. Directors would confer a benefit upon 
their districts by moving such buildings to more elevated grounds. 

In erecting dew buildings care should be had that they be sufficiently 
large, and built according to some approved model. ' The room should be 
large enough to seat all comfortably, to afford place for classes to recite, for 
passages, and for teacher's desk, with no approach toward crowding. It 
is utterly impossible to conduct recitations properly when there is no siiita- 
ble place for classes ; and to keep order in a crowded school room is one of 
the impossibilUies: While we are placed under the necessity of urging the 
moving of some houses to more suitable groundst, atoid the remodelling of 
others, it is but justice to mention that, throughout the county, there are 
many honses and locations that refiect much credit upon those directors 
who feel their responsibility, and act accordingly. Franconia, Norristown, 
Upper Salford, Lower Salford and Springfield, each built one good, sub- 
stantial house. 

There are many school houses unprotected by shade trades. This cer- 
tainly should receive attention. 

Furniture. — The new houses, and one in Moreland, were supplied with 
new and suitable furniture. There is room for improvement in the furni- 
ture of many of the school houses. It is to be hoped tblr matter will receive 
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attention ; for the comfort and conyenience of both schoIarB and teacher are 
but an earnest of better success. 
^ Apparatus, — All the schools are furnished with black-boards, though in 
some places to a rery limited extent. Nine districts are not supplied with 
out-line maps. Many schools are supplied with primary charts, though bnt 
few have globes — an almost indispensable article in the school room. Tbe 
teacher's desk, in a very few schools, is furnished with an unabridged di^ 
tionary. 

Oraded Schools. — There are fifty- five graded schools 

VisUaHons. — I visited all the schools once, some twice, others oftener* 
in all 292 visits. Average length of visits seventy-two minutes. 

InsHitUes — Those having attended district institutes number 127 ; county 
institutes 108. It is to be regretted that so many do not seem interested 
in institutes. The advantages arising from properly conducted institutes 
cannot be fully estimated. There are, doubtless, different causes operating 
against the successful working of institutes ; it may, for the present, suffice 
to mention but one. Teachers sometimes, for some cause not fully under- 
stood, fail to render their meetings as attractive as they should, and in con- 
sequence these institutes fall into disrepute. Mauy of the teachers, however, 
discharged their duty faithfully in the institute as well as in the school 
room, for which they deserve and will receive the approbation of every one 
friendly to education. Two county institutes were held : one at Norrifl- 
town ; one at Conshohocken — each two days. 

MoreU Instruction. — All the teachers, with few exceptions, open and close 
their schools with prayer, or by reading a portion of Scripture. 

Examinations. — The method is written, oral and topical There were 32 
public exauiinations ; at these 256 received provisional certificates ; one 
was rejected. 

Teachers. — There were 193 male, and 8i female teachers. This increased 
number of female teachers, above last year, is an evidence that they are doing 
their work well It may in truth be said the teachers discharged their dntiii 
faithfully, and that the schools were in a highly prosperous conditioii. 

District Secretaries. — The advantage arising from employing distriet 
secretaries, as district superintendents, is not to be under-estimated. 

Improvements. — Such improvements as are considered necepsarj are 
urged upon teachers and directors. The whole county seems to be awake 
to tbe advantages arising from the common school system. Teachers' sala- 
ries are raised ; directors are more in earnest in securing competent teach- 
ers, and in holding them to their duties ; and there seems to be a eommenda- 
ble disposition to add, each year, some additional facilities in the way of 
apparatus. It is to be hoped that every succeeding report may note still 
other improvements puid advantages. 
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MONTOUR COUNTY.— Wm. Butlbe. 

The " statiatical report" eontaine, in ftill, *11 that appertains to the schools 
of the countj. The following remarks may elacidate in detail some thing 
in that report 

Buildings. — School bnildings remain the same as reported last year, ex- 
cepting the necessary repairs. Mnch regret has been expressed in two of 
the districts at the inability of the directors to erect new school houses where 
each bnildings were very mnch needed. Owing to the derangements in 
mechanical branches of labor caused by the war, it was utterly impossible 
to procure mechanics to erect the buildings. An early move was made this 
spring, and the houses will be up in time for the fall term. I am sorry, how* 
erer, to hare to state that it will be impossible to erect a much needed build- 
ing in the borough of Danville. It was decided in the winter to erect th« 
•ehool house this spring ; the directors began at once to work in the matter, 
but found it impossible to procure the brick, more of this article having been 
ordered last year than can be furnished this season. 

During the past year the Danville school board succeeded in purchasing 
a larg^ lot of ground adjoining one of the school buildings. On that lot 
•tood a large fonndry, a boiler shop and a machine shop, Ac. The continued 
noise from these works was a great annoyance to teachers and scholars — 
Happily for the schools, the lot was secured, the buildings removed, the 
rubbish cleared away, and the lumber is on the groond for the erection of a 
substantial fence ; thus affording ample space to the scholars for recreation 
aad amusement 

Fumiiur€. — Valley district took an advance step last fall, in changing 
the furniture in one of the school houses from the " old style," long desks 
around the wall, to the short desks, seating two scholars facing the teacher. 
This change was found such an improvement that it will be adopted this 
summer in the other school buildings in the district, and thus will be a strong 
inducement for a like change in the surrounding townships. New furniture 
was placed in two of the school rooms in Danville, and a decided improve* 
ment made in another room from a change in its arrangements* 

Apparoiut.'^Vo apparatus introduced during the past year, and no 
cbanges made, except removing the old painted plaster firom the walls of the 
mgh school room, and re-placing with the improved slate surface. 

Books. — Uniformity in all .the text^bookp is rapidly developing itself 
throughout the county, thus decreasing the diificultiea of the teacher, and. 
making more easy the classification of the scholars. In connection with this, 
I will state that the Seriptures were read during the past year in aU the 
schools of the county excepting three ; while during th# winter term they 
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were rea4^in eleven-thirteenths of the schools as an opening or closing ex- 
ercise. 

ExaminationB. — The examinations are an interesting feature in the work- 
ings of the law among us. The directors are alwajs' pfreaent unless sick- 
ness or some unavoidable cause prevents, while the school houses are gen- 
erally crowded with the citizens of the district, who thus oome forth to 
judge somewhat of the capabilities of those who are to be selected as the 
educators of their children. 

Teoo^ers.— One-half of the districts (and some yearstwo-thirdsof them) 
have. t«0' school sessioas^in the year. We have thus more teachers em- 
ployed than we have schools. . in some instances an entire change of teadb- 
ers ismad6:from the fali to the winter schools. Among the whole number 
employed during the past year, only twenty-one lacked experience. Bj 
this expression I mean those that never taught before, and those that had 
taught less than one year. In speaking of these twenty-one, it is a source 
of gratification to be able to state, that for far more than the half of the 
number, the experiment was a decided success. We have thus had a mon 
efficient body of teachers. Wecaa also state that more -interest is mani- 
fested in reading educational works, and the number of our teachers that 
have had Normal school experience is increasing. In Limestone, Cooper 
and Mahoning districts, the demand is for greater qualification on the part 
of their teachers. In these districts history, algebra and geometry are v^ 
quired ; while in the high school in Danville, we have, in addition to the 
above, the languaglts^ philosophy, surveying, plane and spherical trigonome- 
try, mensuration, Ac. 

VisitationB. — Much more encouragement in visiting schools— more visits 
made in company with directors than in any two preceding years, and more 
interest manifested in the success of the cause. The statistical report shows 
the number of directors that visited with me ; the monthly reports will sbow> 
however, that one hundred and eight visits were made with doctors during 
the year. 

District InstitiUes. — ^The district institute was held in Limefttone and IHui* 
ville districts. In the first, nine teachers attended ; in the sedoiid, the teach- 
ers of Cooper, Mahoniag; Valley, Dantille, one fW>m Mayberry and one from 
Hemlock attended, with occasional visits of teachers from Obleinbia and 
Northumberland counties. At these meetings nearly two-thirds of ttlft 
teachers in the county attended. Truth, however, compels me to stalSi 
there ie not so much interest manifested in the proceedings of an institute 
^% tiie dose of « ten months' session, as at the commencement 
V Libhiri69. — ^No sdiool libraries in the county. 

Priffai& Schools, — Two private schools open during Hie whole year fai 
Danvilb^i 'and on^ during a term of five months in Limestone. One bdndred 
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and forty tchokra in attendance at theae echools. I have no meana of form- 
ic even an approximate idea of how much is paid for the education of their 
acholars. After more than nine years acqaaintance with the schools of 
Danville, I feel able to speak positively of the harmonious working of the 
public and private schools in the cause of education. Years since there 
may have been some jealousy and acrimony between them ; that has passed 
away, and the teachers work together for the maintenance of discipline in 
the schools. This will be evident from a statement of the fact, that a scholar 
expelled for disobedience or misconduct from one school, can gain no ad- 
mittance to the other. I should judge that Danville is no exception to the 
other cities and boroughs in the State ; hence, three-fourths of the scholars 
attending the private schools are of a class that have never attended the 
{iablic schools. 

Qeneral Remarks. — ^And now at the close of my official connection with 
the public schools, I cannot refrain from speaking thus publicly of the kind- 
ness and hospitality that was extended to me by directors and. eitif ens of 
the county, ducfng a period of nearly seven years that I have been among 
them. I also speak thus publicly of the Jiarmony in regard to school mat- 
ters that has always existed between myself and the different school boards, 
with whom I have acted during the same time. Yery.many changes have 
occurred in these school boards, and many conflicts of opinion have been 
witnessed among them. . in one instance a conflict of opinion was carried 
80 far as to cause the removal of the whole board by the court, yet, keeping 
aloof from these differences, the cause moved onward. We had the support 
of those that went out, and the hearty co-operation of those that came in. 
When directors were elected, entirely ignorant of the working of the law, 
misti^Kes were made and misapprehensions would occur ; however, when 
the mistake was pointed out, an immediate effort was made to correct the 
evil, and thus make right that which was wrong. Consequently, we have 
always had harmony of action in the effort to advance the cause of common 
schools. 

Of the teachers, many have left for other occupations, and engaged ia 
other duties. More than a dozen have gone to that home from which there 
is no return, and only a few of the old class remain among us. Daring this 
time we claim that new methods have been introdueed, and that progress 
has been made in the good cause. 

Twice has the standard of qualifications been raised, so that those who 
had gained number one, ftU back to number two or two and a half. Th||| 
gansed many to be.dif0ipped that were not prepared for the woi^k, and th§^ 
ptaees were filM with others more competent and energetic. ThiB coi^rMt 
is giving OS a goad claea of teachers; however^ we still have soipe dronea 
wmt^t RUt.BlMtfv stilly whiU tlteir companions and Mvuin^^eea ^r% 
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Bteadil J working op to a higber standard of excellence. Of the latter class 
four have received the professional certificate doring the past year, wbick| 
in addition to those issued prerionslj, makes the small number of fourteen 
issued in this countj. 



NORTHAMPTON COUNTr.— Abbm. Kind. 

School jBToti^tfs.— Seren school houses were built ; two in Lehigh, three 
in Upper Mt. Bethel, one in Lower Mt. Bethel, and one in Plainfield. 
Thosie built in Lehigh township rank* ffmong the, best in the county in everj 
particular, and I doubt whether better and more Suitable buildings can be 
found in any rural district in the State. They are substantially built of 
brick, and have fine steeples, splendid play-grounds, with excellent enclo- 
sureiC' and sibitable out-buildings. Furniture correspondingly good. 

The school houses built in Upper Mt. Bethel are also eiicellent stmo- 
tures. The windows, however, are too small, and the qufiutlty of play- 
ground insufltcient and unimproved. In other respects, iheiBib are model 
school houses, and the isame plan should be adopted in building others in 
the future, with such modifications as may be deemed necessary. No board 
of directors have ever encountered more opposition in their endeavor to 
effect a reform, and no set of men have ever exhibited more firmness and in- 
trepidity. Their example deserves a place in the public record, and is 
worthy of imitation. 

In Plainfield a very substantial frame building was put up, but the sub- 
ject of ventilation did not receive its proper share of attention. It is pra- 
posed to build more school houses in this district next year ; if so, (and 
they are certainly needed,) it is hoped that they will be built at least 24 by 
92, with ceilings no less than 1 1 feet high. Improvements in the style of 
desks should also be made. Desks should be made to accommodate no 
more than two large pupils, placed in tiers, facing the north wall or black- 
board. 

The school house built in Lower Mt. Bethel falls short of the spirit of 
improvement manifested in other districts. 

FumUure, — No change has been made in any of the old school hoosee, 
with reference to furniture, nor has any apparatus been furnished, except 
that in the district of East Allen, the directors purchased and introdueed 
into each school a complete set of out-ltne maps. This would have been a 
litep in the right direotion, were the school houses in a condition fit for tlMir 
use ; as it is, their introduction, into a number of these bnildings, haa been 
a practical illnstration of ^' seal without knowledge. '^ If tbe aohool i 
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are a criterioD, the eommoD sohool Bystem in this dii|trict is practically 
dead. I am sorry to say, bat a seofie of official daty compels me to do so, 
that in no district has prerailed to a f^eater degree, a spirit of lethargy and 
remissness of daty in regard to the sabject of common school edacation, 
than in East Allen. This same district once conld bpast of leading the van 
in this great canse, (upon her soil, too, was born and chiefly educated the 
father of our noble system of education, Ex-Governor Wolf,) but " her glory 
has departed from her." Like Ephraim, in sacred histoiy, with honorable 
individual exceptions, " she is joined to her idol," (the almighty dollar,) 
and what is worse, "she wants to be let alone." 

tichooh. — By a careful examination of the teachers' reports, it is found 
f hat only about one-fifth of the children at present attending school, are over 
ten and under fourteen years of age, and that about one-fifteenth only are 
over fourteen. That is to say, only about seven out of every one hundred 
are fourteen years of age, and that nine out of every ten complete their 
education before they arrive at the age of fifteen. At present, children can 
only be admitted, lawfully, at the age of six. This would give them eight 
years of instructioD, provided the schools were open and in operation all 
the year round, and the attendance regular. This, however, ia not the fact. 
The schools are kept open but little more than five months during the year, 
in the rural districts, and at least thirty per centum (this is a low estimate) 
is lost by irregularity of attendance, which would leave three years, hardly 
equal to one and a half of regular and uninterrupted attendance. Deduct 
from this at least one half for loss sustained in consequence of badly ar- 
ranged school houses, inconvenient and uncomfortable furniture, little or no 
apparatus, want of uniformity of text-books, &c., Ac. ; then make another 
allowance for want of properly qualified teachers — the result of insufficient 
pecuniary encouragement — and what remains is all that would be needed, 
under proper circumstances, to give a large number of our children an edu- 
cation equal to that acquired under circumstances just described, daring a 
period of eight years. These are indisputable facts, and ought to receive 
the serious attention of every parent, and more especially of school direc- 
tors, into whose hands are entrusted the educational interests of these chil- 
dren, who, in a few years, are to take an active part in church and State, 
and discharge their duties intelligently. Ought it to be a matter of sur- 
prise, that the head of the School Department, cognizant of these facts, 
from a life-long experience in the educlltional field,'shoaId suggest to county 
saperintendents, to report their views upon the propriety of securing at- 
tendance by legislative enactmentf Whether such a measure would be an 
encroachment upon the liberties of our people, any more -tUan to compel 
them to do a great many other things, I am not prepared to say, nor is that 
the question ai Issae. One thing, however, I do know, that it ia the only 
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measure bj which to rescue the children of a certain class of parents from 
the thraldom of ignorance and its attending evils. 

Tnatitutes, — District institutes have not been held in as many districts u 
heretofore. The most successful were held in Upper Mt. Bethel, Forks and 
Palmer townships. Occasional meetings, I believe, were held in a few 
other districts. The county convention was more largely attended than on 
any former occasion ; about one-half of the teachers of the county wen 
present, notwithstanding the unfavorable state of the weather and the had 
roads. 

Visits. — Fewer schools were visited than during the last few years. This 
was owing to the fact, that the visits were longer, generally a half a day. 
The length of visits should be governed by circumstances. Where teachers 
of experience and known ability and success have charge of schools, the 
visits need not be so long, though they are the teachers who generally desire 
long visits. Where beginners have charge of schools, it would be well to 
visit them twice, once soon after the opening, and again just before the 
close of the schools. A visit of a half a day, if it can be done, would not 
be too long. 



NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY.— Jacob Ulp. 

School Houses. — Coal and Shamokin districts each built a new frame 
school house. The former is a double building, having two rooms on the 
same floor, separated by a permanent partition, and used, respectively, for 
male and female schools. The building is 25 by 60 feet, height of ceiling, 
13 feet, facilities for ventilation good. The building is well planned, en- 
trances at opposite ends, through outside porches or lobbies. The mate- 
rials and workmanship appear to be good, and although the house was not 
put up until late in the season, all the necessary out- buildings have been 
erected. This house was not built to re-place one already worn out, bat 
to supply the wants of a mining settlement, that had itself sprung up within 
the past year. 

The other house, in Shamokin district, was built near the site of its pre- 
decessor, a miserable stfuoture that had, years ago, out-lived respectability, 
and by a fortunate accident caught fire last summer, and was burnt down. 
The new house is built on a good model, and of apparently good materiaiSi 
but the necessary out-buildings have not yet been put up. 

Additions were made to two school houses. In Mt. Carmel borough a 
second story Vas built to the old houses and at Locust Oap, Mt. Carmel 
tdwnsbip district, an additional room was attached to the school boose. 
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Another house is greatly needed at the latter place ; the school last winter 
having had over two hundred scholars on its record. 

There are now one hundred and twelve school houses in the county, con- 
tainiug, in the aggregate, one hundred and thirty-five rooms. Of the whole 
number of houses, only twenty-eight are in all respects suitable; sixty 
merely tolerable, and twenty- four are hopelessly unfit; a disgrace to the 
cause of education, and unworthy the intelligence that should, and the pro- 
gress that actually does — in everything else — characterize the nineteenth 
century The unsightly hovels, perched on a bleak, gravelly hill-side, peer- 
ing out from the gloomy ravine, or halt hidden in the angle of some 

^'Straggling fence that skirts the way, 

Not even brightened by the 
Blossomed farze, anprofitably gay." 

The doors, if not secured by means of the ingeniously contrived withe of 
Ichabod Orane, yet boasting a strong hasp, staple and pad-lock, contrast 
unfavorably with some of the barns, stables and even hen-houses and sties 
of thriving neighborhoods. 

When shall we learn to regard the comfort, health and happiness of the 
boys and girls at school in a proper light ? When shall we realize that to 
surround the places where much of their childhood is spent, with objects 
pleasing and attractive ; to bring them within the reach of pleasant associa- 
tions and influences, is to educate their feelings and tastes, and awaken and 
strengthen the finer Bensibilities ; and that, to accomplish this, is of infinitely 
more importance than increasing the value of DevOnshires and SouthdownSy 
or improving the breed of Brahma fowls and Berkabires 1 

Thirty- five school houses have no coal house ; sixty-five no privy, and 
fifteen have neither. This subject having been fully referred to in former 
reports, a simple mention of the facts is all that will be made here. 

Furniture — No alterations or improvements have been made in school 
furniture in the houses heretofore reported, and the same unsightly, inoon- 
venient desks and seats that encumbered the school rooms, are still there. 
The house built in Coal district, and the apartments in Mt Carmel, were 
supplied with seats and desks of comfortable and convenient style ; but 
the one in Shamokin (township) district was famished with the awkward, 
uncomfortable, long deskb, so unfavorably noticed in former reports, and 
which are so detested by intelligent teachers and all others who have any 
conception of what constitutes proper furniture for the school room. A 
different and more suitable style was suggested and recommended, but with- 
oat avail 

Apparatu8.-^The only apparatus supplied in any of the schools were out- 
line maps, of which the directors of Upper Augusta and Turbut furnished 
a full set to each of the schools of their respective districts. .This — ^to use 
12 School Rip. 
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a yerj hackneyed phrase — ^is a move in the right direction ; and the direc- 
tors merit the gratitade of eyerj friend of common schools, for having poa* 
sessed the nerve, as well as the intelligence, to make it ; especially aa 
they knew the movement was not likely to be a very popular one. Indeed, 
it was not withont opposition in their own bodies that the measure was 
carried ; and the censare which it has since received, sufficiently iodieatea 
that the advocates for the measure were influenced by a regard to the wel* 
fare of the schools, more than their personal popularity. Out-line maps, 
at least, should be furnished to every school in which geography is taught; 
for every teacher, of any experience, must admit that this braneb cannot be 
taught successfully without them. Other apparatus would be of grest 
advantage, but out-line maps are a necessity. 

Schools, — The whole number of schools was one hundred and forty; 
twelve more than were in operation the year before. Lower Mahanoj, 
formerly one of the non-accepting districts, adopted the common school sys- 
tem, and established eight schools, which went into operation in January. 
The directors encountered considerable opposition at the outset ; but their 
energy and perseverance finally triumphed. The schools were kept open 
four months, and a majority of them succeeded fully as well aa those of the 
older rural districts ; in fact they were all as successful as could be expected 
for the first term of common schools. It is understood that Bome of the 
remaining districts, that have hitherto stood aloof from common scbooiSf 
will accept the system the coming year. Upper Mahanoy has already or- 
ganized its board of directors, preparatory to opening their schools. Let 
all the rest follow their example, and blot the ^'non- accepting districts'' from 
the records of the county 1 

The number of schools over the preceding year was further increased by 
the establishment of schools where the increase of population rendered them 
necessary. Five were held in rooms rented for the occasion. 

Teacheris, — The whole number engaged, either in summer or winter eeboois, 
was one hundred and sixty- one ; one hundred and sixteen males and forty- 
five females. It will be seen, by a comparison with last year's report, chat 
the proportion, in sex, varies very little, there being but a slight increaaeiD 
favor of females. 

An unwarrantable prejudice against female teachers still existe, and tp 
such an extent is it manifested, that mere boys, without experience aad 
that maturity of judgment so essential in a teacher — ^however otherwise 
qualified — are employed, to the exclusion of competent, ezperieAoed 
teachers, against whom no objection can be urged, except that they are 
females^ and, therefore, unable to "manage the scholars." There may be 
localities where nothing but the exercise of physical force can maintain sab- 
ordination ; but, with the faithful co-operation of the local aobool authoritieii 
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^without which no teacher can be encceBsfhl,) there are few, if any, schools 
that a faithful, energetic and properly qaalified female eonld not govern. 
The failares in teaching and government have not been proportionably 
greater among female than among male teachers. 

ExaminoHons.-^Twenty'iwo pnblic examinations were held, being one 
more than the whole namber of districts. In two districts there were two 
examinations ; one in the spring for the summer term, and one in the fall. 
In addition to the regalar series of examinations, three special meetings of 
the kind were held in Northumberland, to meet the cases of such applicants 
as neglected or failed to attend those regularly held. The aggregate attend- 
ance of directors was ninety-one. In some instances every member of the 
board was present There are a few districts in which the directors never 
attend public examinations. 

One hundred and forty>eight applicants were examined, of whom foar 
were rejected as incompetent. Several were examined who, bat for the 
scarcity of teachers, would not have received certificates. Until better 
wages are paid for teaching, it will be impossible to supply all the schools 
without resorting to the doubtful expedient of giving certificates to those 
who do not merit them. The superintendency, as a means of testing the 
competency of teachers, is thus brought into disrepute ; and the very persons 
who are most vociferous against increasing the salaries of teachers, are the 
first to decry the office, because it does not, in all cases, exclude incompe- 
tency firom the schools ; while their niggardly policy throws upon the ex- 
amining officer the unpleasant duty of cboosiug between two evils ; that of 
licensing teachers of doubtful qualifications, or of suffering the schools to 
remain closed for want of teachers. "These things ought not'' (because 
they need not) *^so to be.'' There are, in our midst, teachers of the proper 
status. Let their talents and services be secured to the schools. Let their 
compensation be such as they are reaping in the other fields of labor, for 
which they have forsaken the school room. Or, if it be contended that suffl- 
' dent of this talent, native and '* to the manor born," can not be found, let 
such inducements be offered as shall bring it from abroad. Our own State 
possesses teaching talent adequate to all its wants ; let it but be appreciated 
and rewarded. The inexhaustible coal-fields, and the thriving agricnlt ural 
districts of the county, are proofs that, pecuniarly, we are "sufficient for 
these things. " 

VisUaiion — Two hundred and seventy-five visits were made ; an average 
of two visits, nearly, to each school. All would have been visited at least 
twice, had not a few districts closed their schools a considerable time before 
the end of their terms. Some districts were visited three and others four 
times daring the year. Seventy-fbur visits were made in company with 
directors, one or more being present. The design of school visitation by 
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the enperintendent is defined by law :— ^' To note the coarse and method 
of instruction and branches tanght, and to give snch directions in the art 
of teaching and the method thereof as shall be deemed expedient and neces- 
sary." Fally impressed with the correctness of this view, it has been the 
aim of the superintendent to carry it oat in accordance with the spirit and 
letter of the law, bat this aim has been, to some extent, defeated by the 
necessity of deyoting a great portion of the visit to the correction of the 
monthly reports In some instances it required nearly the whole time of 
the visit to calculate the attendance, average, percentage and other items; 
and erase, correct and re-write the items in the reports previously made by 
the teacher. 

IngUiuieB. — The meeting of the Oounty institute was appointed to be held 
at Shamokin, between Christmas and New Year ; but as it was ascertained 
that through local jealousy and prejudice, very few of the teachers of the 
other sections of the county would attend, it was concluded not to hold the 
meeting. 

It is but justice to say of the directors and teachers of Shamokin, that 
they have always manifested the most livelyinterestinbehalf of the County 
institute ; the former offering every encouragement and inducement to the 
teachers, by allowing them the full time to attend, no matter where the 
institute was held, and the latter attending and taking part in the proceed- 
ings. It is^therefore to be regretted that circumstances seemed to render 
it inexpedient to hold a session. The citizens signified their intention of 
making the most liberal and hospitable arrangements for the accommodation 
of the members of the institute, and it was to avoid the mortification of a 
failure in attendance that the session of the institute was not held. 

District institutes were discontinued in most of the districts ; in eome 
cases because the directors had lost confidence in their utility, from the very 
inefficient manner in which they had been conducted, and the frivolous ex- 
cuses of teachers for not attending ; in others, because institutes are opposed, 
as are all other attempts at improvement. It is believed, however, that 
the teachers, themselves, are mainly responsible for their abandonment- 
Had they shown, by the puQctuality of their attendance and seal, and ear- 
nestness in conducting the institutes, that they appreciated them aa sources 
of improvement, instead of a pretext for " putting in" two days of each 
month, there is little doubt that this feature of the school system woald have 
been retiained in most, if not all the districts. 

EduoaHonal Agencies. — There is no Normal school in the county, neither 
is there any periodical devoted especially to the cause of education. The 
School Journal and the Educator and Teacher, noticed in former reporta— 
though not published here — are read by a number of persons interested in, 
or connected with, the common schools. There is but one school in wjiidi 
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any attention is paid to the training of teachers. Other schools are kept 
up bj sabsoriptioD, principall7 daring the summer, and when the common 
schools are not in operation. It is difficalt to obtain statistics of these pri* 
yate schools, that will be to any extent reliable or satisfactory. They are 
held principally in the district school hoases in the interval of the sessions 
of the common schools, and, consequently, cannot be visited in connection 
with them. The teachers who have been engaged in them are scattered 
through the county, or perhaps reside or are employed elsewhere. The only 
method of obtaining full and accarate statistics of such schools, would be 
by personal visitation and inspection while they are in operation, which 
however desirable, is not generally practicable. 

Oonoluding Remarks. — In reviewing the operations of the school system 
daring the last six years, the unpleasant conviction forces itself on the mind, 
that the cause of popular edacation has not made that progress which its 
importance demands ; and if the causes that have retarded its advance- 
ment were under the control of the superintendency^ this admission woald 
be as humiliating as it is unpleasant. Bat it should be remembered that 
the power vested by law, except as a means of testing the qualifications of 
teachers, is little more than advising, and that with regard to correcting or 
ahaping the local administration of the system, no matter how indifferent, 
or even hostile to the cause of edacation that administration may be, it is 
powerless. The superintendency should not be held responsible f9r the dis- 
aetrous results of that penurions policy that refuses to improve school hoases 
and grounds, supply apparatus, lengthen the school term, and which, by re- 
fusing ample compensation to teachers, drives the competent and experienced 
from the profession. 

The kind offices, encouragement and eo*operation of all real friends of 
education, as experienced during the preceding six years, are gratefully ac- 
knowledged and will ever be remembered. 
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Houses, — One new building was erected in Rye, which is entirely too 
email and very badly located. There is being built a house in Newport, 
which, when completed, will be the best house in the county. The direo- 
tors of the borough deserve very great credit for their energy and perseve- 
rance in its erection. These are the only improvements, in houses, made 
since last report.* 

* See last year's report. 
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Ovi'JBhuses.'^YeTj few of the schools have oat-hoases ftttaehed. even in 
the towns. Thas are the children taaght immodesty. Parents and direc- 
tors oaght to see to having ont-honses erected. It is not only the dotj of 
directors, bat of parents also. 

FumUure. — No new fnrnitnre has heen supplied, except in tbe new 
houses, in the year.* 

TeaohetB. — Of the one hundred and sixty-five teachers employed, twenty- 
two were females, a decrease of seventeen since last year. The coAtinaaf 
change of teachers from year to year, in the same Echool, is, perhapa, the 
greatest hindering cause in the progress of education which the system has 
to contend against. 

Graded Schools. — There has been no school graded im the past year* 
There are several in the county might be advantageously graded. Such I 
have mentioned in a former report. 

Examinations. — I held seventeen public examinations daring the year, 
(in September and October,) which were attended by over five hvndred 
spectators. The examinations were oonducted by oral and written methods 
combined ; the former showing the teacher most ready in explanation, the 
latter the one most concise. In my public notice I limited the namher on 
certificate to be not lower than three. Hence, a great many who knew they 
could not reach a higher number did not attend, and those who did attend 
were refused. The result was, generally, a better corps of teachers than 
formerly. I am certain that a lower grade of certificate than three— and 
not even that low, where it can be avoided — ought not to be issued. A 
person who cannot reach this standard is unfit to have charge of a achool, 
and if a certificate be issued directors will employ him. 

I issued one hundred and sixty provisional, and three ptofesaional cer- 
tificates during the year. 

Text-Books. — The different districts have adopted a uniform series of 
text-books in some of the branches, but unfortunately the directors have 
generally neglected to enforce their exclusive use in the schools. Some of 
the schools are supplied with charts. 

District Institutes. — Institutes were held in only seven districts. In some 
of the districts the schools were kepi open on alternate Saturdays in place 
of institute. Where district institutes are held, and properly conducted^ 
the schools are more alive, the progress better, the pupils more energetic 
and industrious, than in those where none are held. 

County Institutes. — The County institute met in the Union church in New- 
port, December 25, and held a session of four days. The principal lectureis 
were Prof. Clark, of New York, and State Superintendent Goburn. It was 
amongst the most interesting institutes ever held in the county. During 

* See last year's report. 
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the eeBrfoiiB of ihe fnstitiite there were about fifty teachers present Quite 
an interest was manifested by the citizens. 

Official DuHm. — I have made, in the year, one hundred and ninety-foar 
visits, spending an average of two hoars at each visit, attended twelve dis- 
trict institutes, and traveled over twelve hundred miles. I have met with 
much in the diseharge of my duties which is encouraging to a friend of popu- 
lar edueation. Perhaps nothiug is more so than the spirit of inquifj, how 
the schools are to be supplied with teachers better qualified to perform their 
duty in the school room, and the willingness of the people to increase the 
salaries of such. 

Conclusion. — In conclurion, I would retum my thanks to the many kind 
liiends jkod teachers for their kiudness and gentlemanly deportment to me 
in the past three years. The School Department, and State Superintendent 
Ooburn^ have my thanks for the many favors 4)onferred. 
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This closes my official term as county superintendent, whicb has reached 
the period of nine years. It may be proper, at this time, to review briefly 
the condition of the schools in 1S58, and compare them with their condition 
at the present time, in order to ascertain what progress has been made in 
the educational affairs of this county. 

Salaries, — One gratifying feature is the marked improvement In the sala- 
ries of the teachers ; that of the males gradually advancing fk^m $20 38, 
In 18S8, to $30 ; that of the females firom $12 98 to $24 34. 

A beneficial result, arising from this liberal advance in the salary of 
teachers, is shown in the fact that I find so many of the same familiar fuses 
among the teachers, whose acquaintance it was my pleasure to form In my 
first visit throngh the ceonty in 1858. I find many teachers in the county 
bave attended each annual examination for nine successive years, and wh6 
hold nine certificates from me. This is one of the greatest signs of encour- 
agement that we have. It shows the beneficial result arising from this 
liberal advance in the wages. Teachers, when encouraged by a fair com- 
pensation, wiH qualify themselves for their calling, and will remain la the 
profession. 

School Houses. — Here again we find great imprevement. In 1858 there 
was but three school houses in the county, suitable, in every respect, for 
the training and education of the rising generation. Since then twenty- 
deven houses have been built, and six remodelled and repaired. Near||jr 9il 
of them have been constructed according to plans found in the Pe 
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School Architectare. This leaves but twelve unfit for ase. When we r»» 
member the misorablo hovels whi(^ formerly were so plentj along the road 
side, but are now re-placed by handsome, commodious structures^ with, in 
many instaces, beautiful play grounds adjoining, it is truly gratifying and 
pleasant to know that this is one of the happy results of the school sysvem of 
our State. The directors throughout the county, with the exception of one 
district, have shown most commendable enterprise in the erection of new 
school houses. I must here mention the most praise- worthy liberality and 
laudable public spirit of D. E. Halliday^ who, at his own expense^ is so 
improving and beautifying the building, and more especially the grounds of 
the Milford academy, which in truth, heretofore, has always been an eye- 
sore to every passer by. One would now scarcely know the building or 
grounds. 

School Fumilure and Apparatus, — In almost all instances new and suita^ 
ble furniture have accompanied new or remodelled buildings. In many we 
find suitable apparatus. The great want is globes and out-line maps. 

Books, — When I entered upon my duties in 1858, there was not a distriel 
in the county that had a uniform aad regular series of books. Now every 
district has a uniform scries, which has proven of the highest benefit and 
practical advantage both to scholars and teachers. 

District institutes have proven a failure. For reasons mentioned in my 
former reports they are not practical in this county. 

County institutes in all instances have proven a success. 

Conclusion. — The school system iu this county has proven a completi 
success, and that success has been accompanied with great benefit. In 1858 
the people almost en massey. and particularly the heavy tax- payers, were 
most bitterly opposed to it. The opponents more or less influenced the 
directors, and threw every possible obstacle in the way to oppose the sue- 
cessful working of the system. Now we find the people almost universally 
in its favor. One great evil yet should be removed^ namely, irregular at- 
tendance. This is a very great fault How to apply the remedy should 
occupy the attention of our legislators and the School Department. In the 
language of the State Superintendent^ in his last report, " This crying evO 
calls loudly for a remedy.^' I know of no other obstacle to the successful 
workings of the system. 

To be brief. Teachers are greatly improved ; being fairly salaried and 
compensated, they seek to qualify themselves, and remain in the profession. 
They take a deep interest in their calling. They do not desert it for some- 
thing that pays a little better, thus forcing upon us young, inexperienced 
parties, totally unfit. 

School meetings and examinations are always attended by large audiences* 
deeply interested. Qood school houses are built \ furnished vrith suitahle 
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furniture, and being slowly, but sarely, aapplied with neceBsarj apparatus. 
Uniform serieB of good text-books are adopted. 

Where once we had almost universal opposition, we now have strong ad- 
vocates and friends. 

For nine years I have been the recipient of many acts of kindness from 
directors, teachers and all the friends of education throughout the county. 
Tear after year, as I was called among them, I universally received their 
aid and pleasant support in advancing the educational interest of our county; 
for all these, I tender them my sincere and heartfelt thanks. May I here 
express the wish, that the same kindness and support may be shown my 
successor, and that our little but enterprising county, which now ranks 
among the second in educational matters, In many respects, may soon rank 
among the first ia all. 
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Houses. — Throe new houses have been built during the year; one in 
Enlalia and two in Wharton, after models in the Pennsylvania School 
Architecture. The one in i«.ulaiia is a fine structure and well adapted to 
school purposes ; those in Wharton I have not visited. One house in Keat- 
ing, which has been built for sometime, was occupied, for the first time, dup- 
ing the past winter. 

Oroundn. — No essential change has taken place in the school grounds, 
though coDsiderable pains have been taken in trimming the shrubbery, &c,, 
about the new house in Eulalia, to render it a desirable place for a school. 

Outhouses. — One or two districts have erected out-houses, which, we 
doubt Dot, win contribute much to the convenience of the schools. 

Apparatus, — ^No particular attention has been paid to furnishing apparatus 
in any of the district schools. The attendance has been better than in 
previous years, and the remark was made in several districts that the schools 
were doing unusually well. 

Teachers, — Quite a number of old teachers left the profession during the 
summer ; several of them for western homes with the boys in blue. The 
incoavenience for the education and drill of teachers has been in a great 
measure obviated by the Coudersport and Lewisville academies, which have 
both been in session at least two terms each. 

ExamincUums, — More than the usual number of persons, who have never 
taught, presented themselves for examination this spring, and the number 
of private examinations has been much greater than it should have been ; 
though the applicants, in most case^, gave sufficient reasons for non-attend- 
ance at the public exercises. 
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Visiiaiions, — ^In some districts the directors take quite an interest in visit- 
ing the schools ; in others, very little attention is paid to this important 
dntjr. 

Institutes, — One connty institnte only has been held, which was well at- 
tended and qnite interesting. District institates have nearly ceased 
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ScJiooI Houses. — Fifteen school houses were built during the past year, as 
follows : 

Mahanoy township 4 ; all frame. The lots are luano J from the coal com- 
panies and contain about half an acre, but the buildings are so situated that 
the play ground is unlimited. The desks are double, and graded to suit the 
age of pupils These houses, with others in the district, are furnished with 
black-board surface the entire width of the building, aDd with all the neoes- 
sary out-houses. Cost of each house, $1,575. 

Rush 4 ; all frame. The first is — lot, half an acre ; entire cost, $497. 
The second is a one-story double house, lot, one acre ; entire cost, $l,250i 
The third is — lot, half an acre ; entire cost, $615. The fourth is — ^lot, half 
an acre; entire cost, $615. Some of these houses are not as convenientlj 
furnished as they should be. Instead of two rows of long desks, then 
should be four of double desks. In some, the black-board surface is entirely 
too small for the wants of the schools, and the ventilation very poor. 

Hubley township 1 ; frame. Lot, one- fourth of an acre. Double deskn 
of different g^rades. About twelve square feet of black-board surface. Cost 
of house and lot, $640. 

Beilly township, one; firame^-lot, one acre. Double desks, black-boards 
&c.; entire cost, 2,250. 

Hegins township, one ; fhime. Double desks and over one hundred square 
feet of black-board surface. 

North, one ; stona Two rows of long desks ; no black-boards, nor ven- 
tilation. 

Rahn, one. Lot fifty by one hundred feet ; double desks ; entire cost, 
$900. Sufficient black-board surface, hooks, &c. 

Butler, two; frame; entire cost, $800. Second, on a lot fifty by one 
hundred and fifty feet ; entire cost, $1,000. Both rooms are well furnished. 

.^ppara/ii«.— Cornell's out-line maps have been furnished to 112 schools; 
alphabet cards to 68 ; and additional black-board surface to 33. 

Sc^ooZs.— Our schools have increased from 296, in 1863, to 341, at the 
present time, mainly in the mining districts, owing to the rapid develop* 
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ment of the coal lands. Daring the first two years we did little more than 
keep the schools of some of the mining and agricultural districts from 
retrograding, but during the past year, in a large majority of the districts, 
we have doubled their usefulness by being enabled to raise the standard of 
qualification, and thus afford directors a better selection of teachers. Direc- 
tors are beginning to see that the good teacher, at a fair salary, is cheaper 
than a poor one at his board. Pine Grove, M'Eeansburg, Hubley and Union 
townships are deserving special mention for the promptness with which 
they discharged the unworthy and lazy teachers who obtained positions in 
their schools, and supplied their places with others, whose attention to 
their duties and devotion to the cause, secured the confidence of the tax- 
payers. The effect of this course, upon the schools of these districts, ex- 
ceeded the expectation of both directors and patrons, so much so, that we 
unhesitatingly recommend it to every other similarly afflicted district. Too 
many of the teachers of our agricultural districts are firom neighboring 
counties. Many of them come among us with no other motive than to spend 
a few months pleasantly, secure the salary, and leave without showing a 
single step of advancement in their schools. To remedy this, we must have 
resident teachers, and to obtain these, the directors of the districts must en- 
courage som)9 of our promising young men to sacrifice a little time and 
money in preparing themselves for the proper performance of the duties of 
ft good teacher, by attending some one of our State Normal schools. For it 
is evident that any one who is expected to be serviceable to the community 
fn which he labor?, must spare neither labor nor expense in fitting himself, 
and must, therefore, be proportionately compensated for this out-lay. It is 
ft lamentable fact, that while the laboring man, who can neither read nor 
write, receives from twelve to fifteen dollars a week, the teacher gets but 
eight or ten. Is this reasonable 1 Is it doing him justice ? Can you have 
good schools by employing cheap, and consequently poor teachers, any 
more than you can expect a good crop of wheat by sowing cheap and poor 
seed f In view of this, we hope for the good of our schools, and their con* 
tinual progress, directors will not only keep up the salaries, but advanoe 
them in proportion to the improvement of their teachers and schools. 

Teachers. — In looking back over the past three years we find nothing so 
much deserving of mention here as the thoroughness of the instruction im- 
parted by our teachers ; in fact, this is the foundation of all our educational 
progress. Children are being taught to think, not to memorize ; are trught 
principles, and not rules. 

We are becoming every day more and more practical, and our common 
schools and other institutions of learning must necessarily foster such a 
tendency. We must interweave our theories with what is more practical 
and useful. Scarcely one-half of the young men who leave our colleges, 
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academies and common schools, are prepared to be sacoessfal in basiness, 
because that practical education, so essential to snccess, has been bo a«d]j 
neglected. An edncation is often the only capital with which a joung mio 
enters upon a business life, and if this be of the proper kind, his sacoeM 
will be certain. That our teachers and educational men are aeeing the 
necessity of this, is apparent, from the attention the subject is receiving it 
our educational meetings, and from its encouragement in our common Bchoola 
We hope our teachers will persevere in this, for it is evident that tho» 
who are being retained from year to year, with increased salaries, are those 
whose teachlLg is becoming more and more practical We, however, still 
have a few mechanical teachers who know of no mental faculty bnt memoiy, 
and who never trouble themselves nor their pupils about Hhe reasons why." 

Examinations. — 35 public examinations were held, at which 387 appli- 
cants were examined. Owing to the difficulty of obtaining a sufficient 
number of teachers at the public examinations, I was obliged to ezamine 
106 privately. Five professional, and 432 provisional certificates were issued, 
and 61 refused. The high estimate we put upon the professional certificate, 
and the literary and professional qualifications we hold to be requisite for 
obtaining ooe of these, accounts for but five having been issued during the 
past three years. Our cxaminatious hav^e been more largely attended by 
directors and spectators during the present, than any preceding year— an 
indication of the growing appreciation of the utility of the county snperin- 
tendency. The oral and written methods are used in examining applicants. 
It has proven the best with us for obtaining a more thorough knowledge of 
the applicant's qualifications, and for enabling directors and others present to 
form an estimate of their standing and mode of expression. The applicant 
himself, by hearing others and comparing his work, becomes more Impressed 
with a sense of their own deficiencies, and the necessity of entering mon 
energetically upon the work of self-improvement. That this has proven 
successful, is clearly seen in the increasing number of annually improved 
certificates issued. For this reason, the practice, indulged by some boards, 
of permitting the certificates of their teachers to be renewed, is not only re- 
moving one of the most powerful incentives to mental improvementi bat 
crippling, very materially, the usefulness of the district institute. 

District Institutes — Four hundred and one meetings, attended by SfiS 
teachers, were held in 33 districts ; 8 were visited by myself. 

Visitations, — Six hundred and forty-two visitations to schools were mads 
during the past year. All were visited once ; 267 twice, and 35 three timea 
In examinations and visitations I traveled 3,505 miles. My first visit is 
usually to schools in which changes have been made in teachers, for ths 
purpose of seeing their method of teaching, and making such BOffgestioDi 
as I find are needed* On my second visit I examine the schools first it 
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orthogrophj, then in reading, arithmetic, &o. These ezaminationB, except 
in orthography and reading, are confined principally to the more advanced 
dasses, and occnpy ftom one and half to two honrs. Borongh snperinten- 
dents perform this dnty themselyes, in boroaghs haying this officer. By 
means of these examinations, I have succeeded in secnring the company of 
a larger nnmber of directors during this, than any preceding year. 

In conclvsion, I would add, that the schools of the county, upon the 
whole, are in a very satisfactory condition. Our teachers are growing more 
sealous and enthusiastic in the cause ; those defective, are seeking improve- 
ment in our Normal schools, and our directors are encouraging and holding 
out greater inducements to the faithful and hard-working teacher. We 
have held more educational meetings during the present term than any pre- 
ceding one of the couTity superiutendency ; and we feel assured in saying 
that with the continued co-operation of the present corps of energetic, 
faithful and live teachers we have in this county, the next three years will 
not find us, at least, behind the past. 
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School ^otMes.— Number built during the year : 1 in Beaver, 1 in Frank- 
lin, 1 in Penns and 3 in Perry. Whole number 98. Number of frame 80 ;, 
brick 4 ; log 14. Unfit for use 12. Eighty-nine having no out-houses. Will 
the directors of our county turn their attention to this item and remedy the 
evil ? Forty-six have sufficient ground ; twelve with grounds suitably im- 
proved ; twenty-nine well ventilated. Four houses are not supplied with 
black-board surface. But little attention has been given to the planting of 
shade trees, or the improving and beautifying of school grounds. 

J^mt^ure.— Seventy schools are supplied with suitable furniture ; in- 
sufficient in twenty-three ; ii^'urious in three ; supplied with suitable ftirni- 
tore during the year, three. In several districts the black-boards should 
be enlarged and re-painted. 

I would again call the attention of directors to the fact, that school houses 
should have graduated desks and seats to Suit pupils of all sizes, so as to 
have the pupil's feet, when sitting, resting on the floor. The seats and 
desks should be arranged for two pupils each, and should not extend half 
way across the room, on which are seated from six to ten pupils, thus ren- 
dering them inaccessible to the teacher, and causing much confusion when 
leaving or returning to their seats. 

^l>para^iM.— There is but one school well provided with apparatus; 43 
are wholly without ; 17 were partially supplied during the year. Oomell'8 
out-line maps were put into 35 schools ; Pelton's and sheet maps in 19. In 
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some others are foand alphabet cards, panctnation marks and orthographical 
charts. Some of our teachers ase apparatus of their own, which adds to 
their success. All the schools in West Perry have numeral frames and 
charts. Too many teachers are without dictionaries. A hemisphere globe, 
cube root blocks, &c., should be introduced. In seven schools I found a 
clock and recitation bell. 

Schools. — Whole number, 96 ; being an increase of two since last report 
Less dissatisfaction existed this year than the year previous, owing to the 
close of the war, which returned to us a number of well tried and energetic 
teachers. Number of graded schools, 9, viz : in Selinsgrove, Middlebuig 
and Freeburg. These are still imperfectly graded. The pupils of Free- 
burg, Centre ville, Beavertown and Adamsburg could receive better and 
more speedy instruction, and at less expense, by attending graded schoola 
I would recommend to their parents and directors to give it at least a trial 
This is a duty obligatory upon directors. Number well classified, 81 ; in 
all a uniformity of books is adopted ; number in which the Bible is read, 84; 
several were regularly opened with prayer ; the higher branches were taught 
in 7 ; Seventy had daily exercises in singing ; 82 held weekly exercises in 
. composition and declamation. In quite a number the pupils repeated the 
commandments. 

Examinations, — Public examinations held in 15. The written and oral 
methods have been combined. The number of private examinations were 
1^ than in former years. I shall discontinue the practice of holding them, 
except in extreme cases. Teachers who fail to appear on regular examina- 
tion day, when residing in the same district, will not be granted a private 
examination. A public examination is held in every district, and a special 
one at Freeburg, for the benefit of such as could not attend the regular ap« 
pointment. This accounts for twenty-six privately examined teachers less 
than last year. Number of directors present, 47 ; citizens present, 147 ; 
applicants examined, 123. Two of said number received the professional 
certificate. Average grade of certificate, 2^. The standard will be raised 
next year. 

Teachers. — All except four gave general satisfaction. Eleven female 
teachers were employed. They were as successful as the males. There is 
still a prejudice existing in some of the districts against them. It is, how- 
ever, gradually dying away. Seven hold professional certificates. Three 
were dismissed for the following reasons : one for immorality, another for 
cruelty, a third for negligence. Average age of teachers, twenty-four years. 
Twenty-eight had no experience in teaching. A majority are readers of 
Professors Wickersham's and Bates's works, the Pennsylvania School Jour- 
nal and Educator. It is expected that teachers of our county, who hold 
certificates of low grade, will avail themselves of the advantages to be derived 
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bj attending the high schools in our conntj. Oar common schools must 
grow better \ the rising generation demands it. Hence, teachers must eda- 
cate themselves. Men poorly qualified will not hereafter be licensed. " As 
is the teacher, so is the school." How can a man teach what he does not 
know ? 

Vitntation. — All the schools were visited twice, except two. Average 
time spent in each 1^ hours. Twenty-two visits were made in the presence 
of directors, and in addition a large number of citizens. This was the most 
pleasant part of m j official labor. It is encouraging to visit schools taught 
by energetic and faithful teachers. Attention was given to the classifica- 
tion of the schools, and also to the method of governing and teaching. No 
district superintendents were appointed In several districts the directors 
Tery much neglected this important duty. It is equally the duty of parents 
to frequently visit the schools which their children attend. 

Where is the farmer who does not properly care for his stock J How much 
more necessary then is it to be satisfied that their children are properly 
cared for when absent from their homes six hours a day. This assurance can 
be had by personal observation only. The clergymen are hereby respect- 
fully invited to visit the schools convenient to their places of residence as 
often as time will permit. The child is taken out of the family into the 
school, out of school into the church, &c. At my last visits fifteen minutes 
were occupied in addressing the school. 

InatUutea. — District institutes were held in West Perry, Middleburg and 
Penns. May this praiseworthy example be imitated by directors and teach- 
ers of other districts. 

The County institute met at Freeburg in December, and continued in ses- 
sion three days. Professors J. H. Eldredge, D. S. Boyer, C. L. King, N. 
D. Van Dyke and Col. A. G. Simpson contributed much to the interest of 
the institute. Only thirty-five active teachers present. Perhaps an ad- 
herence to a resolution passed at its last session, "relative to teachers who 
▼Qluntarily absent themselves from attending it should not be considered 
worthy the office of teacher," would increase the number of presents. Not- 
withstanding the slim attendance the meeting was one of great interest. 
Teachers who attend institutes generally have live schools ; their pupils 
are ready in answering questions, and active in class drill. 

Summary. — The Freeburg academy, with its Normal department ; the 
Missionary institute, and Susquehanna Female college, located at Selins- 
grove, are doing a good work in elevating the standard of education in our 
ooimty. May they receive that patronage they deservedly merit. ' 

During the year two faithful directors departed this life, viz : John A. 
Smith and-John Diemer. I attended seven educational meetings ; spent 
99 days in official duties ; traveled 1,124 milcfs ; wrote 69 official letters. 
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In conclusion, the directors, citizens, teachers, and the editors of oar 
county papers, will please accept my wannest thanks for the aid and kind* 
ness extended to me during the past term. 



SOMERSET COUNTY.— J. J. Sto^zman. 

Scltool JJ0U868. -^Their character has greatly improved in the last ten 
years, hoth hy the displacement of the log huts formerly so numerous, aod 
the erection of frame buildings suited to the taste generally exhibited inth« 
better class of private dwellings. Some of the old sort still displease as, 
eepecially in Allegheny, Jefferson and Upper Turkeyfoot. Another style 
of nuisances is to be found in the small frame buildings that had sprung op 
during^the same p^briod, in the Brothers Valley and Stonycreek regions, and 
which are now felt to be greatly deficient None have been published as 
unfit for use, that would be worth repairlDg, but there is at least an equal 
number that are detrimental to the schools, and should be re*placed. The 
new houses built during the year in Jenner and Quemahoniug are roomy 
and elegant ; those in Milford and Stonycreek are of good sizes, but the 
work is rough ; the rest are satisfactory, except the one in Somerset, which 
is not good enough for the place. Ventilation, instead of being a provision 
of the builders, is an accident depending on the suction of the trap in the 
ceiling, the shrinkage of the walls and breakage of glass. The number 
with sufficient grounds it is difficult to ascertain ; the ground itself being 
almost invariably fenced out as a common, or covered with trees, often with 
rocks, and never suitably improved. 

Furniture and ApparcUus — Adopting the views of the profession on this, 
as on other suhjects, we consider no style of furniture suitable that does 
not give each pupil a comfortable seat, and desk of the proper shape, so 
arranged as to face the teacher, and to permit each to enter or leave bis • 
seat without disturbing the rest. The number properly furnished is vcff 
small, long benches and desks being still the fashion. In over one -third of 
the houses built during the year, the furniture was altogether insufficieni. 
Those in Jenner, Quemaboning and Stonycreek alone were supjplied witii 
suitable furniture. The slab style is still met with in some of the old honses, 
but will not survive this generation. In regard to apparatus, none can be 
said to be well supplied ; yet this is something that no district, which pofr> 
sesses good houses and good teachers, can afford to neglect. Only ten wen 
destitute of black-boards, and few had any thing more under this head.— 
Our black-boards, too, are very poor, even where the houseffe are g^d ; and 
we think money could be made if some one would take up the boBtnees of 
preparmg the walls of school rooms and coating them with compositfon. 
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Schools. — The school in Jenner was but partially graded, both teachers 
oecapying the same room. In none were pnpils admitted or transferred 
upon examination. Oar borongh needs this very mnch, and if the plan 
were adopted, it would be well to forfeit the seats of irregular and disor- 
derly pnpils, and place them under a separate teacher. In the table no 
school has been reported as well classified, in which all who could fairly be 
considered as pupils, were not reasonably occupied in the study of the 
branches suited to their age and capacity. Neither must the number of 
classes be unnecessarily large ; a defect proceeding from want of ezperi- 
enee, but just as often from a confusion of text-books. As it stands, the 
proportion is somewhat too small, for part of the schools were visited too 
early in the season, and some of these could not be reached a second time^ 
yet it must be allowed that it did not exceed one-third of the whole. It 
appears, too, that near one-third suffered from the want of uniformity in 
tezt*books. In the rural districts this matter has usually been left in the 
hands of the teachers, whose youth and inexperience have of late rendered 
them unable to accomplish the object. The difficulty seldom extends farther 
than to the classes in reading and arithmetic ; sometimes to one of these 
branches only, but not unfrequently to both. The Scriptures were read in 
over one third of the schools. We have never urged this matter ; not be- 
caose we did not consider it a duty on the part of teachers, but because we 
have always deemed it inexpedient to enforce it as a task. 

TeacJiers. — The list included seventy-two females, with seventy males 
under, and sixty-one over, twenty-one years of age. Of the males 47 had 
been in the military service, 13 of whom were employed last winter for the 
first time. In 1860 the list consisted of 96 males over 21, 56 below that age, 
and 32 females ; of 85 who had taught in the county the previous winter, 
there were 48 males and 37 females ; of 76 new applicants employed, 51 
males and 25 females ; of 71 who had taught one or two terms only, 44 
males and 27 females ; and of 56 who had a year's experience, 36 males 
and 20 females. In 1860 there were 72 of a year's experience, 71 who had 
tanghtone or two terms only, and 41 new applicants. Of 180 resident 
teachers employed in the previous year, 32 are known to have obtained 
schools out of the county last winter. For several years teachers have been 
scarce, and there has been a growing disposition to take advantage of the 
sitnation, by applying for the renewal of certificates, or leave to be exam- 
ined at the holidays. The practice is a bud one, and was not adopted from 
choice ; but as the times are altered, we trust that hereafter it may be en- 
tirely dispensed with. 

Training of Teachers, — The county was accommodated with eight nor- 
mal classes, all of which, except one, continued in session ten or eleven weeks, 
and gave full satis&ction. Of the 203 teachers employed, 150 (92 malea 
13 SOHOOL Bxp. 
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and 58 females) were in attendance. The rest, with few exceptions, bad 
been oar pupils in former years, and were familiar with the method of in- 
stmction. Many pupils of these schools were also employed in apper Mary- 
land and elsewhere, and generally gave full satisfaction. The largest pro- 
portionate school in any preFions year, was in 1863, being then 175 of the 
200 employed. From what has been said, it may be inferred that neither 
the knowledge nor professional skill of applicants could rate very high.— 
A session of eleven weeks is altogether too short to review all the branchei^ 
and atteud to other matters indispensable to the proper training of teaeh- 
ers The want of this training has been felt for several years as a seriooi 
evil; and, since neither the district institute nor the interchange of visits 
by teachers can be relied upon for the remedy, the deficiency was songht 
to be supplied by a series of county institutes, each of one week in dura- 
tion. The attendance was generally satisfactoy, and the benefit accruing 
to the schools amply re-paid the labor incurred. The teachers of Berlin and 
Brothers Valley, besides keeping up a district iostitute of their own, did not 
neglect the County institute at the holidays. The Wellersburg board also 
furnished their teachers with the needful for the same purpose. 

ViisikUione, — Previous experience had evinced the general neglect on the 
part of directors, of their duty in visiting the schools under their charge — 
To remedy this neglect, as far as possible, the visitation was commenced on 
the 20th of ^'ovember, and continued, with an interruption of one week, 
till the I6th of March For the first time, in this county, every school was 
visited, and more than half a second time. Statistics were collected and 
observations recorded, often followed by advice to teachers and a brief ad- 
dress to pupils. The second visit sometimes appeared to be quite a sur- 
prise, but the marks of improvement, both on the part of teachers and pu- 
pils, were often very gratifying. Self- improvement was always urged as a 
duty ; but the want of organized effort, in the shape of institutes and lit- 
erary societies, was painfully evident. Owing to the shortness of the time 
allowed for these visits, there was little opportunity to bespeak thecompaoy 
of directors. If the term were extended, as it should be, to five months, 
all the schools might be visited a second time ; and then it would be advi- 
sable to publish a programme to invite the attendance of directors and pa- 
rents. No arrangements were made in the townships for the regular visi- 
tation of schoolF^ by directors, and it is probable that many were not visit- 
ed by them during any part of the term. This has not always been the 
case ; for previous to the late troubles the poorest districts took more inter- 
est in education than the heaviest taxpayers have done since. 

WanU of the System. — Truth and right are belligerents, whose mission 
it is to fight battles and win victories, not to wait till their adversaries die 
a natural death. Progress in school affairs is somethmg to live and work 
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for, not a thing of spontaneoas growth. The system has many wants, soma 
of which may be enumerated as follows : Ist, graduates of recognized pro« 
fessional schools for saperintendents, with a notification that '' no others 
need apply ;" 2d, a professional teacher at the head of every score of country 
schools as responsible principal, on the plan of graded schools in the large 
towns ; 3d, an extension of the minimam school term to five months, to 
commence immediately ; 4th, a large increase of the State appropriation, 
part to be paid as at present, and part upon the compliance by the several 
districts with certain additional provisions. These might be, 1st, the em- 
ployment of professional teachers as principals of the schools; 2d, district 
institutes well maintained, under the direction of professional teachers ; dd, 
the payment of sufficient average salaries graduated by the figures on the 
certificates ; 4th, certain provisions in relation to the average age and quali- 
fications of teachers employed. The laws in force in some parts of the 
State, in relation to county institutes and sites of school houses, are believed 
to be adapted to our wants, and we recommend that the benefit of their 
provisions be extended to this county. 



SULLIVAN COUNTY.— J. W. Martin. 

Elkland, long laboring under disadvantages arising from poor school 
houses, has done a good thing for the educational interests of the commu- 
nity, by putting up two honses well adapted in size and finish to their in- 
tended uses. One of these occupies the foundation upon which a new one 
was burnt two or three years since ; the other, though not upon the same 
lot, supplies the place of a small, old frame building. These houses add 
from eight hundred to a thousand dollars to the value of the school property 
of the district. It is to be regretted that, in conjunction with these, suita- 
ble out-bouses were not put up, as might have been done at a trifling addi- 
tional cost. 

Laporte township has a new house, but unfinished. Though very open 
and poorly seated, it was used, during the winter, for school purposes. The 
friends of the western part of the county have been at an expense of about 
seven hundred dollars, in building and furnishing a house in Fox. Such is 
the relation that the schools of this house are expected to sustain to the 
common schools of the place, that it is deemed worthy of notice in thia con* 
nection. 

Cherry and Fox have made a beginning in the work of building out- 
houses. May this work, so praise- worthy, be continued, until all the schools 
of the county shall be supplied. 

One hundred and tweMy-four visits were made, Including two to the* 
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Friends' Bchool, in Fox, and one to the State Normal aehool, at Mansfield, 
Tioga coantj. The results of visits to schools, either bj parents or school 
officers, cannot be definitely known. Like the fruits of other pablic labors, 
they may never be fully estimated. That they are, when made in the right 
spirit, highly beneficial, all who have studied upon the relation of cause 
and effect freely admit. Though disappointed in not finding the model 
school organized and in operation, our visit to the Normal school was, nev- 
ertheless, very pleasant and profitable. While all the teachers of this school 
show adaptedness to the work, and zeal in its pursuit, Mr. Allen, the prin- 
cipal, seems eminently fitted for the position he occupies. His appears to 
be an illustration of unconscioua tuition, and his government as though pro« 
duoed by magic. The school is worthy of patronage, and shoald have a 
representative from e^ery borough and township in the entire district 

Many of our teachers are good, and qualified to g^ve instruction in the 
branches ; but would be much better and more successful by increased 
thoroughness of preparation for the work. The employment of incompetent 
teachers inflicts serious injury upon the school system, and so upon the com- 
munity. Yet personal interest and prejudice frequently succeed in putting 
such in charge of schools. Yery many who ought to be recipients of school 
advantages, for want of confidence in the ability of the teacher, turning 
their backs upon the schools, leave the cultivation of mind and engage in 
other pursuits. Thus it happens, that notwithstanding the possession of 
an educational system, designed to bestow a practical knowledge of the 
common branches upon every son and daughter of the State, a large num- 
ber fail to become qualified to attend to ordinary business. We would 
avoid a legislative enactment compelling common school attendance. Such 
a law would either remain inoperative, or be used only as an agent of 
malice. Let the schools become attractive by being made profitable and 
interesting, and a law for compulsory attendance will not be thought of. 

A Normal school institute was opened in August, at Dushore, and con- 
tinued in successful operation eleven weeks. A large attendance and strict 
attention to business made much good Inevitable. A pleasant visit of a 
day, and an excellent lecture in the evening, by Hon. C. B. Coburn, State 
Superintendent, was enjoyed, and highly prized by the teachers and com- 
munity. 

It is hoped that, aided by Rev. J. N. Lukens, who has opened a higher 
achool at Laporte, and A. H. JBlackburn, teacher of Friends' school, an in- 
crease of interest in our common schools, and an elevation of our educational 
standard, may be effected. 

Justice demands of the law-making power an act providing for the com- 
pensation of school directors. Their services are as indispensable as other 
school officers, and they should be suitably rewarded in a sin)i)ar 
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SUSQUEHANNA COUNTY.— B. A. Wmtoh. 

Houses — There sre 26 1 in the oounty. These are all wooden frame baild- 
ings, except one in Franklin, of brick ; and one in If iddletown, of stone. 
Three or four haTO been bailt during the year. Harford is preparing to 
erect one for the accommodation of a graded school. Seventy- four, at least, 
are nnfit for use. One hundred and twenty-two have no out-buildingfs. None 
are properly ventilated. About half of them can be imperfectly supplied 
with good air by means of the windows. Many of them are too cold, (away 
from the stove,) a defect which is sometimes regarded as more than obviating 
the other difficulty. Very few can be said to have grounds suitably improved, 
or of sufficient size. Still we make progress ; and perhaps the day is not 
distant when the influence of attractive surroundings upon character will 
be more fully recognized; when its potency in fostering attachment for 
liome and love of country (constaat attendants of civilization and enlight- 
ment) will be more fully felt ; when the lessons of wisdom, industry and 
goodness spread out on the landscape, and tanght by bird-song and flower, 
by sunshine and shade, by all the voices of animated nature in concert, shall 
be more fully appreciated. 

Furniture. — Eighty-two houses may be classed, under present circum- 
Btances, as well supplied. Eighty-nine have insufficient, and eighty-four 
injurious furniture. 

Apparatus, — Five rooms have no apparatus; 159 have out-line maps. 
Few, if any, can be styled ''well supplied." 

Schools. — Whole number, 269. We have the same number of graded 
schools as heretofore, with two or three others in contemplation. The policy 
of grading is well settled, and will undoubtedly be carried into effect as 
fast as the population becomes dense enough to admit of it About three- 
fourths of the schools are as well classified as ungraded ones can be. A 
nnifbrmity of books has been adopted in most of the schools, but in quite a 
number of them it is not properly complied with, and is not carried into 
practical operation. There is often too little liberality on the part of parents 
in supplying books. Indeed, a naked uniformity is only desirable from its 
•bsolute necessity in classifying and economizing the work of the school 
room. The most advantageous method would be to use works of different 
authors upon the same subject For instance, after one second reader had 
been used and made familiar by a class, instead of taking the third reader 
of that series, and so urging the class on beyond its capacity, take first a 
Beeond reader of another series. The novelty and interest which children 
attach to a new book can hardly fail to produce benefit enough to pay the 
eoat many times over; and hn advanced classes, the perusal, either Jointly 
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or separately, of two or three works upon the same science, would secnre 
resalts that conld not be measared by the price of the books. 

Every school should have a good dictionary, to be used by the larger 
pupils, and to be used by the teacher for the smaller ones, and for the whole. 
The Scriptures are read in about half of the schools. 

Best order and deportment in any school, as marked at time of visit, 
**very good," (1 ;) poorest, "middling," (3;) average, betterthan "good," 
(If.) Best thoroughness in studies in any school, a little less than "very 
good," (I7V;) poorest, better than medium, (2|;) average, better thto 
"good,"(li) 

Examinations.'-^lf nmher of public examinations held, 28. Ninety direc- 
tors were in attendance. Number of applicants examined privately, it 
request of directors, 36. Whole number of provisional certificates issued, 
245. Number of certificates renewed, 40. Number of applicants rejected, 
9. No permanent certificates have been issued, during my term, for reasons 
heretofore stated, though there are some teachers who are as well entitled 
to them as the few who have already received them. Average grade of 
certificates a little better than ''good," (1J[.) 

InttWtUes and Libraries. — There are no district institutes, or district libra- 
ries. Our County institute was very well attended, and was interesting and 
profitable. Prof S. W. Clark performed the greater part of the labor, with 
efficient aid from various other sources. 

Private SchooUy £c. — It is surprising how soon after relief from the 
scourge of war, educational enterprises resumed their wonted energy and 
spirit. After the close of the summer schools last fall, schools were opened 
for instruction in the common and higher branches, by competent individuals, 
in about half of the townships of the county. These were well attended. 

The Soldiers' Orphan school at Harford is now in successful operation. 

TeacherB, — This topic presents the most momentous question connected 
with the system. Where shall we get enough instructors equal to the task T 
Must not our training schools supply them, and must not our directors pay 
them t Best apparent success, as marked at the time of visit, " very g^od," 
(1;) poorest, below medium, (3^;) average, better than ''good," (if.) 
This is encouraging. But there is yet gpreat lack. Too many teachers 
practice that quasi-instruction — ceremonies, formal, an ill-shapen aemblance 
without the power — which is hardly a tangent to those diverging, expand- 
ing circles in which we should move. Our schools are too scholastic. They 
should be more like well regulated families — like home schools. Work, and 
play, and study should be commingled. Curiosity, imagination, faith, hope 
and trust have lively exercise in childhood. These should never be abused. 
While the child is taught to depend, without pride and arrogance, apon his 
own resoarces, be should learn to be influenced by the inevitable tMiilta of 
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his own doings. Even in pecuniary matters he will acquire prudence and 
discretion by sapplying his own wants from a fnnd-paid him for his own 
fTOod seryioes. Indiridaal responsibility in mental and moral caltnre shonld 
be relied on from the start. It comes spontaneously into action if allowed 
to do so. The more the work is done by dint of pushing, the more is the*, 
power of inherent motion lost. "Life is earnest — life is real." Its early 
years should not be made an exception. Its first quarter should not be 
squandered amid dead formalities. Vital truths and principles — living, grow- 
ing powers and capacities — pertain as much to it then as ever. The im- 
provement of these alone can ** answer life's great end " This is the true 
discipline. Thus only can be learned the golden rule. Thus only can it 
come to pass that we recognize in each laborer a brother, and go early into 
the broad vineyard to work while it is day. 
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Howes and Furniture. — One acre of ground favorably located, sur- 
rounded by a substantial, neatly painted fence, with out- buildings, shade 
trees, and a well of water thereon ; a house twenty-four by thirty-six feet 
on the outside, walls twelve feet high and nicely papers, with suitable 
furniture and apparatus, finished in the best style of workmanship, and 
•rraoged according to the plan of an experienced teacher — such are some of 
the indispensable requisites to a school of one grade in the rural districts 
of this county. Such a building and appurtenances would involve an expense 
of from one .hundred to two hundred dollars above those ordinarily con- 
structed, and in time would prove the cheapest, and by far the most useful, 
that could be erected. No houses of this description have ever been erected 
in this county ; few have approximated to it in some particulars. The model 
school building at Mansfield comes nearest to it in point of inside finish, 
while most of them are entirely wanting in these reasonable and essential 
requirements. There is no longer any excuse for not providing pleasant 
and spacious grounds, commodious houses, and attractive furniture for our 
common schools. The war is over, and our local war taxes are fast being 
paid. We are now prepared to enter upon a new era of progress in our 
educational history. We greatly need houses that both teachers and pupils 
will be delighted with, instead of reluctant to enter. 

Magnetic globes were supplied to the schools of Richmond district dur- 
ing the year. I can cheerfully attest their utility in the hands of good 
teachers. 

Schools. — It is useless to deny that our schools have materially retro- 
graded during the last five years. The attendance is lass, the average being 
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nearly six hundred greater in I860, than in 1865 ; the Bcholaraare smaller; 
and the standard of echolarsbip is not so high. The war hai demanded and 
received many of oar best male teachers, whose places have been aapplied 
br females ; and it is no disparagement to the better class of female teachers 
to say, that the poorer class were not qaalified to meet this deficiency. The 
larger boys and girls have been kept from school to perform the home daties 
of their older brothers and sisters, who had assumed respectively the more 
responsible daties of the camp and the school room. Directors, parents 
and children have had their minds too much occupied, for the good of the 
schools, by the cares, anxieties and sorrows which are too well remembered 
to require mention. But these causes are now happily at an end. How 
shall we induce a better state of affairs ? How shall we re-call our teacheis 
to the school room ? How shall we persuade our boys and girls that it is 
no disgrace for them to be found in the common schools after they have 
entered their ^' teens?'' How shall we arouse the energies and re-kindle 
the interest of directors, parents, and all, so that unitedly they shall go to 
work to redeem the standing of our schools ? These are practical qaestions 
of vast importance. Nine-tenths of our people— ^ur farmers, mechanics, 
merchants, professional men — have received their edacation in the common 
schools. Few, indeed, in comparison with the many, have ever received 
scholastic traininjc in schools of higher grade. Common sohools have 
qnic&ened the public conscience, aided moral reform, stimulated indnstiy, 
promoted the wealth and prosperity of our country, and defended the in- 
tegrity of our civil and religions institutions against domestic traitorB ss 
well as external foes. 

Teachers, — While oar schools have suffered temporarily by the with- 
drawal of so large a number of male teachers, still there has been a marked 
improvement in the qualifications of female teachers daring the past three 
years. This has been mainly the result of two causes : First, The lauda- 
ble efforts of this class of teachers to qualify themselves to meet the increased 
demand for their services. Second, More rigid and |horoagh examinations. 
Daring this year alone I have rejected one hundred applicants ; and 1 have 
not hesitated to declare my intention to reduce the teaching force to the 
lowest numbers, reserving enough of the better class of teachers to fill the 
schools. In some instances a scarcity of teachers has been produced ; hot 
the offering of better wages has induced older and better teachers to cosm 
forward to supply the vacant schools. The effect of this policy has been to 
increase the wages of teachers. In 1863 the average price per month paid 
to female teachers in this county, including the benefit of "boarding roaiidv'' 
was $17 08. In 1865 it was $23 03, an increase of nearly 35 per cent 
Foil reports for 1866 have not bedn received, but in my jadgment the aver- 
age prioe will not fall mach below $28 00, which would be an iuoreaaa ef 
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over 60 per ceot ia three yei^rs. The wages of good mftle ieschers have 
increased in a still greater ratio. This is certainlj enoonraging. Still we 
need to labor for an increase of wages to good teaohers. The best waj for 
teachers to labor for this is to maice themselves worthy of it. Many of oar 
people still hold to the mistaken theory, that a poor teacher will do for a 
backward school. Why, it is jast the way to make a backward school 
always remain backward. The fact is, good teaohers are not appreciated ; 
poor ones are too mach tolerated. If we would secnre the best talent of 
the country for our common schools, we must pay for it, whether it be found 
in male or female teachers. How short sighted the policy, and yet how 
often it occurs, that a good teacher is ezchaoged for a poor one for the differ- 
ence of a few paltry dollars a month 

ExamincUiona — Provisional certificates averaging '' 3," were the lowest 
grade issued duriog the year. However, numbers "4" and ''5" were re- 
tained in condnctiog examinations. No permanent certificates have been 
j^ranted during my term. The Normal school act provides, that ** actnal 
teachers of common schools, who shall produce satisfactory evidence of hav- 
ing taught in common schools during three full consecutive annual teroiB 
of the districts in which they were employed, may also be examined at the 
same time, and in the same mauuer with the students of their proper Nof- 
mal schools, and if found equally qualified, shall recMve certificates of scholar- 
ahip of the same kind.'' 

A certificate or diploma under this act exempts the holder from further 
examination, and is valid in any part of the State. It also has the farther 
superiority of producing uniformity, by fixing a high standard for the teach- 
ers' profession throughout the State. This, it seems to me, obviates tiie 
necessity, which is sometimes disagreeable and perplexing, of granting per- 
manent certificates by county superintendents. Particalarly is this the case 
in this county 

The State Normal school at Mansfield has been in soccessful operation for 
the past two years ; and it is easily accessible from all parts of the county. 
I have urged, and I would still urge, teachers to seek professional certificatee 
from this institution, either by entering it for graduation, if unprepared, or 
by applying for examination under the above provision, if already sufficiently 
educated and experienced. 

Vuiiaiiona. — Entering anew upon the duties of this office, after an absence 
of nearly a year in the army, I found it impossible to visit all the schools 
daring the winter term. Many of the schools were late in opening, and the 
bad state of the roads rendered the means of travel slow and difficult. 
However, I visited 134 schools, an average of one and a half hours each. 
This is, by far, the most laborious part of the saperintendent's daties ; bat 
I am satisfied that it is most profitable in its inflaaece apon the schoolSi 
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{thoagfa, owing to the pecnliar nature of the work, it is not general] j appre- • 
eiated by the people. The short time which the eoperintendent is able to 
spend in any one commnnity tends to produce the belief that he is engaged 
in an idle and profitless calling ; besides, to the casual observer, the resnlts 
of his visits are not strikingly evident Bot the superintendent who is en- 
gaged visiting schools day by day, and week by week, receivinf^ almost 
iniformly the warm-hearted welcome of the teacher, and the moat earnest 
and thoughtful attention of the children, while he carefully observes their 
deportment, and measures their progress, and then talks to them^ eerionsly 
though pleasantly, occasionally delighting them with a humorous stoiy 
that he may make the more lasting impression upon their tender minds, 
he feels and knows that as surely as vegetation is refreshed by the gentle 
rain drops, and stimulated to more vigorous growth by the warm sunshine, 
80 surely will children be benefited and influenced to greater exertions and 
higher and better resolves by the instruction to which they listen with each 
earnest attention, and receive with such implicit confidence — he realises 
that by the teachers and the pupils, if not always by the parents, his labors 
are appreciated. 

Public Sentiment. — A feeling of opposition to the county superintendency, 
which has existed, though to a limited extent, since 1854, culminated last 
winter in the circulation of a few petitions for the abolition of the office. 
This feeling has resulted more from misunderstanding than from any thing 
else. The friends of the school system, who understand the benefit and ne- 
cessity of the superintendency, defended it in a firm but friendly spirit ; aa 
explanation, showing the merits and comparative cheapness of the office, 
was published in the county paper; the tri-ennial convention, assembling 
shortly after, raised the salary from $900 to $1,000 ; and I think the result 
is, that at this time the county superintendency is more popular in this 
county than ever before. 

The great want of the system, in this county, is longer school terms. This, 
with steadily increasing wages for a few years, would induce our teachers 
to remain long enough in the profession to acquire some degree of proficiency. 
Then our children might. reasonably hope to procure the education they so 
much desire, and which they so greatly need. The average number of 
months now taught falls below six. It ought to be immediately increased to 
eight or nine, so that, commencing in September, our schools might con- 
tinue, with little or no interruption, till the beginning or latter part of June. 
To meet the additional expense which this much desired change would in- 
volve, our people are a unit in favor of a State tax for school purposes, or a 
large increase of the State appropriation. We shall never be content to 
pay twenty -six mills on the dollar for school and building purf>ose8y as some 
of our districts are now doing, while other counties enjoy longer school terotf} 



UNION COUNTY. 203 

ftnd paj better wa^es by raising one or two mills on the dollar. What we 
demand is, that the property of the State, by eqnal taxation, shall edacale 
the children of the State. 

Summary of Labor, — This report embraces a period of only nine months, 
80 I cannot give statistics for the whole year. During the two years ont 
of three that I haye held the office of county superintendent, I haY<» held 
76 examinations, mostly public; examined 863 applicants; granted 710 
certificates ; made 455 yisits to the public schools, an ayerage of 1^ hours 
each ; attended 2*2 institutes and other educational meetings ; spent 449 
days in official duties; written 556 official letters, and traveled 4,311 miles 
on official business 

In concluding this report, I desire to express my sincere thanks to the 
school directors and people generally, for their uniform kindness and hospi- 
tality to me while I have been laboring among them. I am also under 
many obligations to the editors of our county papers, for their gratuitous 
publication of all my correspondence relating to common schools. To the 
500 teachers with whom I have been associated as a co-laborer in the edu- 
cation of youth, I would say God speed you in your noble calling, and I 
would ask you to remember me kindly to the 8,000 children under your 
charge ; while of one and all, in an official capacity, I reluctantly take leave. 
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Houses The statistical table will show that we have had no change in 

regard to the houses since our last report We have still a number in bad 
oondition, that will be re-placed by new ones -as soon as circumstances will 
permit. 

Graded Bchools are still limited generally to the villages and towns hav- 
ing a number of schools. The necessity for a number of graded schools in 
the country districts, is apparent. Where schools of this kind are estab- 
Uahed they are doing a noble work, affording to the children of rich and 
poor alike, all the advantages of the academy and the seminary, at a cost 
leas than half generally attending institutions of that kind. 

Qualifioations of Teachers, — Taking the average of the entire number 
of applicants examined this year and last, we have evidence of decided im- 
provement. There have been a few oases of failure, but as a whole I can 
fay for the teacher, the work has been well done. 

Female Teachers. — There seems to be an increasing prejudice on the pavt 
ckf many against the female teacher. Having observed the matter some- 
what, I think this prc^jadice altogether oafounded. It is tme, we have had 
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\ of failure on the part of the female teacheni, and it is equallj 1 
that we have had many cases of the most brilliant snccesa. 

Summer Schoola are held in most of the districts, bat generally aabsorip- 
tion schools. Buffalo, Kellj and Cragg being, I think, the only diatricts in 
which public schools are kept open daring the sammer montha. 

Teachers^ Balariea. — I think one of the most serious obstacles in the wij 
of our success, is the low salary offered to teachers ; the highest salaiy 
paid in the county being forty dollars. This places us far below some of our 
neighbors, and in consequence of which we are continually drained of oor 
best end most experienced teachers. I cannot find it in my heart to com- 
plain of directors, for they hav^e done much towards secariag uniformity of 
text-books, hare generally appointed teachers with reference to qaalilca- 
tions and professional success ; they have been solicitous in regard to the 
schools, but I am of opinion that we neyer can expect to bring the scheoh 
of our county to the desired point, until we make the profession of teach- 
ing self-sustaining. 
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School Houses. — In consequence of the high price of labor and building 
material in this county, caused by the springing up of towns, as did Jonah's 
gourd, few new school houses have been erected. 

A fine two story brick building, 30 by 38, is being built in Waterloo, 
French Greek township. 

The school building in Oil City, the best furnished in the coanty, was en- 
tirely consumed in the gpreat conflagration of May 26th. This will be a sad 
loss to that community, as the schools were completely graded and organ- 
ised, well conducted, a great credit to the town, and a source of Biach sat- 
isfaction to an interested directory. The board contemplates speedily erael- 
ing one or more good houses. 

Schools — ^The number of schools reported in the accompanying statisti- 
oal table will show bat a meagre increase when compared with the popnia- 
tion of the county. In many instancs private schools supplied the plaeeef 
unprovided public schools. In Franklin the public schools were not opened, 
the directors assigning as a reason, their inability to procure rooms ; yet 
ten private schools were in operation. 

Pit-Hole City, containing from five to six thousand inhabitaota, hod no pab- 
Hc schools. 

Other towns were unprovided by the directors and some only partiany 
anpplied with school &cilities. The difficulties in the way of eetabliahiBf • 
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Baf&cient namber of schools eonld onlj be appreciated by the diredars of 
the yarions districts in oildom. 

Several schools, hitherto mostly small, have been closed for want of 
scholars. These are located along the small streams where the land has 
been sold to oil companies, bot remains undeveloped. 

The decrease in the average length of term is owing to the expenses over- 
running the estimates. 

Teachers, — The joang recruits, now filling the places of the older and 
more experienced teachers withdrawn from the ranks by the war and oil 
excitement, are improving themselves by reading works on teaching, adopt- 
ing more improved methods, and attending the State Normal school. 

Irregularity of Attendance, — A comfortable school house, well furnished, 
with neat and convenient furniture, suitable apparatus and a good teacher, 
will seldom fail to secure a regular and punctual attendance at school. 

During the winter I noticed in a number of schools the absence of the 
more advanced pupils, and soon traced the cause to the incompetency of 
the teacher, or at least to a want of confidence in her ability to instruct 
them. This class of pupils are often deprived of their schooling by the above 
oause, the result of the cfieap policy. Dividing the teachers of the year 
into four grades : the first grade, or best teachers, secured an average at- 
tendance of 81 per centum ; the second grade, 76 per cent. ; the third gprade, 
67 per cent, and the fourth grade, less than 50 per cent. 

With these statistics, is it necessary to ask " how can we remedy this 
evil" — irregularity of attendance ? Not only the irregular scholar, but the 
whole school, is affected by this crying nuisance. Directors might adopt 
protective measures by suspending or expelling scholars absent a length of 
time, or a number of times, without a sufficient excuse. 

Every parent should be required, by law, to give his child a reasonable 
education, but compulsory attendance at school, by legislative enactment, 
is of doubtful expediency. 

Private Schools. — ^But two private or select schools were sustained dur- 
ing the term of the public schools, and both of these in districts where the 
teacher could not do justice to all the scholars of the district had they at- 
tended the public school. 

The remaining private schools were opened while the public schools were 
closed. Though all varieties of teachers may be seen in our public schools 
perhaps in this county, the extremes are more especially found in the pri- 
vate schools. We there find the poorest teacher, the teacher who could not 
paiB an examination, bungling away to the lasting injury of those whom 
ansuspecting or ignorant parents have placed under his charge. 

For example, I dropped into the school of one who having misspelled 75 
per oent of the words given at the examination, located Yickeburgin South 
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Garolioa, and made many other gross errora in all the branches, had been 
refased a certificate. The teacher remarked to me in a boiBterona manoer, 
" I don't pretend to keep order." The absence of order was more erident 
than the absence of pretentions. '' Thej are noisy dogs, but all learning ;" 
and sare enough, they were all learning much more than the book contained; 
that Arabia was S. £. of Asia and India S. W. ; that them continents were 
&c. ; that P-e-n-t-a-t-e-u-c-h spelled Pentateuch, and many other things as 
truthful and raluable. 

Again, we find the best of teachers in the private schools, a class, whom 
the remuneration offered by a tax saving^ or a tax toasting board, would not 
justify to take charge of a public school. These teachers are a great aid in 
the cause of human development. 

A good private school in the neighborhood, frequently influences diree- 
tors to employ a less competent teacher, and thus inflict injustice opon those 
who are unable to patronise the select school. 

Any influence or superiority possessed by the private, over the public 
school, arises not from the system but from the individual school. I causes 
nothing that is accomplished by private, that may not be accomplished by 
public schools. The same uniformity in teaching cannot exist in the private 
schools that does in our public schools, and here a conflict often prevaila 
I Lope the time is not far distant when all our "educational agencies will 
be combined under one grand State school system. I would not wish to see 
our colleges, seminaries and academies brought under, or made to depend 
upon the school system of the State'' by legislative enactment. Such a 
procedure I am convinced would be fraught with evil ; but I would desiie 
to see the number of our high and Normal schools increased, and their stand- 
ing so elevated, that all other educational agencies would be compelled to 
chime in with the State system, or quit the field. 

The State of Pennsylvania in its enterprises should not be behind indi* 
vidual or corporate agencies. She has undertaken to educate her youth ; 
let it be done in the best and most complete manner. 

Suggestions. — 1st, a uniform State tax for school purposes all over the 
State, an old recommendation, but a popular one in western Pennsylvania. 

2d. A more liberal policy on the part of the State in her appropriations to 
the public schools, and with this an increase of the required length of term 
to six months. 

The State appropriation to Venango county for last year was not soft- 
oient to keep the schoools open over nine days during the year, and will do 
much less this year. In several districts it will not support the sehook 
more than /our or Jive days. 

Whatever improvement has been made in the school system or in the 
schools of the State, nothing can be boasted of in regard to inereaBed Stats 
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appropriatioii. Compared with .the increased expense of the schools, the 
appropriation has greatly diminished. Tke great Keystone Oommonwedllh 
subscribes for less than nine days school, Tempora, Mores I 

3d. That the president and secretary be allowed a compensation, be sworn, 
and held responsible for all losses to the district caused by their neglect. 
Districts frequently sustain losses by neglect of officers, and this enactment 
would be one of economy as well as of justice. 

In the Franklin district last year, the appropriation was lost by the neg- 
lect of the president of the board, after the report and affidavit had been 
placed in his hands by the secretary, and he had been urged by myself to 
hand in the report. 

Another district has forfeited its share by the connivance of the directors 
to place in the' schools, without a certificate, three teachers — one a daughter 
of one director, one a pet of a second, and one a relative of a third. One 
district built a new school house, which, as soon as completed, was taken 
possession of by an oil company for an office, the company claiming a title 
to the lot. Other houses are in dispute, the directors not holding a valid 
tiUe. 

4th That every district be furnished by the State with a "District Re- 
cord," similar to the one published by Wm. B. Wiley, of Lancaster, con- 
taining all the necessary blanks, including one for the action of the board on 
a uniform series of text- books ; one of these blanks to be filled by the sec- 
retary, and posted in every school house once a year, and one furnished to 
each book-seller in the district. 

Progress, — With this, my sixth annual report, is closed the fourth term of 
the county superintendency. During the last three years our schools have 
been sorely tried. The war made its mark ; but a far more potent influence 
was exerted by the changes and excitement incident to the oil developments. 
Under all this, no retrogression, but some improvement is visible. 

The custom referred to in my report of 1863, as existing in several dis- 
tricts, of not levying a building tax, but permitting each community to erect 
the school house in its immediate neighborhood, by subscription, I am bappj 
to state is about abandoned. 

The heavy debt hanging over a few districts has been liquidated. Teach- 
ers generally receive their pay promptly. The term of school is gradually 
lengthening. Two months terms are less rarely held. 

More commodious school houses are being built. But eight of the old 
log veterans remain, and most of these will soon be no more. 

That time-honored practice of teachers " boarding around/' has been abol- 
ished in several districts, and will soon be in others. 

More liberality has been shown on the part of directors in parchasing 
Apparatus. Most of oar schools are now supplied with out-line maps. 
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inaDy with charts, and daring the year a nnmber were ftirniBhed with Perce's 
magnetic globes, and a few With astronomical charts. 

Better methods of teaching prevail ; more object and oral teaching is 
practiced. The iostrnction is made more practical. 

Mental arithmetic, so generally introdnced by my predecessor, is now 
tanght in every school, and in many schools to every scholar. Geography 
is much more extensively taught, and even grammar is considered to be a 
necessary stady for more than those who intend being teachers. 

The subjoined table is a statement of the school system in Venango coon- 
ty since the establishment of the county snperintendency. Each term is 
the average for three years : 



{latterm— 
I 1854-7 



Soboola — Whole number , 

Average number months tanght , 

TeacberB — Nnmber of males , 

Nnmber of fomales > 

Average salaries of males 

Average salaries of females 

Scholars— Whole number 

Average nnmber attending school. . , 

Cost per month per scholar , 

Tax — Amount leyied for school purposes 

Amount levied for building purposes. . . . , 
Number of mills for school purposes. . . . . 
Number of mills for building purposes.. . , 

Amount of State appropriation , 

Cost of instruction , 

Fuel and contingencies , 

Building, printing, &o 



160 

4.17 

103 

95 

$19 49 

$10 14 

6,585 

4,792 

$0.50 

$11,872 

$8,015 

8.8 

6.8 

$1,692 

9,183 

792 

2,494 



2d term — 8d term — 
1867-60 : 1860-8. 



176 

4.46 

101 

182 

$21 19 

$18 57 

6,968 

5,098 

$0.48 

$18,455 

$5,052 

8.48 

6,47 

$1,722 

12,027 

1,174 

4,766 



184 

4.68 

85 

200 

$24 75 

$18 61 

7,646 

5,879 

$0.64 

$14,681 

$8,811 

8. 

6. 

$2,842 

18,287 

1,651 

8,293 



4thteTiii— 
186J»-6. 



198 

6.08 

50 

210 

$89 64 

$26 70 

8,191 

5,867 

$0.70 

$27,261 

$10, 141 

8.96 

6.96 



$28,690 
6,299 
6,870 



WARREN COUNTY.— W. M. Lindsit. 

My official duties commencing, as they did, late in the year, and the 
limited knowledge which 1 had of the schools during the first four months, 
will render the following report rather meager. Yet with the knowledge 
obtained from my predecessor, and the information gathered from other 
sources, i hope to be able to meet the requirements of the Department. 

School Houses. — Few houses have been bnilt during the year. I have 
been unable to ascertain the exact number. Owing to the extremely heavy 
bounty tax levied, in some districts, the directors thought it better to defer 
building for a short time. Several districts are making preparation to baild, 
some one, and some two houses, during the coming year. 

Furniture, — Very little, if any, has been added since the last report 
There is a great deficiency in the supply of furniture in most of the achooli 
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oF the coantj. I haye foand many hooaes destitute of teacher^B desk or table, 
and in some instances nnsopplied with black-board, water pail or broom. 

Apparatus. — ^A few of the schools are well supplied with apparatnsi jet 
In the mi^oritj of them the supply is little more than nominal. The Lotta- 
yille, Wrig^tsTille and Pittsfield schools are quite well supplied with globes, 
maps and charts, while the one in Warren contains, in addition to these, a 
very good philosophical apparatus. Cornell's out-line maps were found 
In 26 schools, and Mitchell's map of the United States in 18. 

VUUaiian, — Mr. Stone reports 66 yisits made during the summer term, 
«nd during the winter term I made 1 10, and 11 in the month of May, making 
187 during the year. More time was employed, and a greater number of 
miles traveled, than was really necessary, in making these risits, on account 
of not being acquainted with the location of the schools. The average time 
apent in each school was about an hour and a hal^ a portion of this time 
being employed in observing the teacher's method of instruction, and a part 
in hearing recitations myself. In some instances I was accompanied bj 
directors. 

Teachers, — Only three total failures wore made. Several others might 
Justly have been regarded as failures, yet they were allowed to continue. 
The nmmber of failures are not large, taking into account the age and in- 
experience of our teachers. A resolution was introduced, and passed, in 
the County association, requesting directors to make the grade of the cer- 
tificates the basis for the gradation of salaries. When this is done we maj 
look for more efficient teachers. What encouragement is there for a teacher 
to spend money, time, energy and thought, in the acquirement of skill and 
. dbility in the art of teaching, if, after all Miis is acq aired, they receive no 
greater renumeration than those who merely pass the examination f 

JS4?aiHina(u>n8.— Twelve public examinations were held in the fall, and 17 
in the spring, making 29 in all One applicant was rejected in the fall, and 
•bout 20 per cent, of the whole number examined, in the spring. The 
■earcity of teachers, in our own county, frequently compels us to employ 
those firom acljoining counties, to whom 1 am obliged to grant private ex- 
aminations, or indorse their certificates. 

District Superintendenis. — The directors of Sheffield appointed James 
Oagood, Esq., local superintendent, who manifested a deep interest in the 
^ yroaperity of their schools, visiting them once a month. The good effects 
?^' produced was very noticeable. The action of the directors of Sheffield, in 
this respect, is truly eomjnendable. Will not others follow their example f 
> Moral In^rucHon, — This part of education, we are sorry to say, is most 
CI iiiamnfnllj neglected. The Scriptures are read, as an opening exercise, in 
Q"^Jwnit one-thtrd of the schools, and a few are opened by prayer. 

One meeting of the County association was held in WrightsviUa^ M%1 '^ 
14 SOBOOL BlP. 
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and 25. The meeting was well attended by teachers, citizens and directors, 
and claimed to be as successfhl a one as ever held in the conntj. Every 
teacher was present iVom Pittsfield and Freehold districts. The citizens of 
the place maoifesied great interest in the prosperity of the meeting, and 
showed, both by their presence and hospitality, that they regarded it as i 
ralnable aid for the improvement of teachers. Profs. Stone and Merrimao, 
of Warren, and Cooper, of Edinboro', enlivened the meeting with their pre* 
sence, and imparted mach useful instrnction. Taking into consideration the 
length of time the association has been organized, its increase in member- 
ship, and in the confidence of the people, we may reasonably look for greit 
good to be accomplished by it. There is certainly much to enconrage aa. 
Cornplanter Indians. — We regret very much that we were not privileged 
to visit this school before it closed. It was taught by Miss Amanda Pearoe, 
an Indian g^rl, educated at Meadville, Pa. The following shows the ex- 
penses for the year : 

To Miss Amanda Pearce, for 4 months and 6 days teaching, at $16 00 

per month , ^8 W 

For books and incidentals 4 60 

73 40 

Leaving $26 60 to apply on next term. ' 

Remarks — Education, in this county, for the past few years, has not re* 
ceived the attention due to it from a wealthy, enterprising public. The de- 
velopment of oil in the south-west part of our county seems to have ab^ 
sorbed the attention of the public mind, to the exclusion of ahnost every- 
thing else. Every body is intent on buying, selling, bartering, mnninf, 
hurrying or rushing after each other and oil. A money making fever seems 
to be burning in the whole body politic, and paralyzing the springs of pub- 
lic virtue. Avaricious demands rule the hour They forget in their haste 
to get rich, that the youth of our country are growing up, and eoon to ap- 
pear on the stage of active life without that preparation which they so mocb 
need to fit them for life's responsibilities ; they forget that thej are calM 
upon to aid, not in the development of '' oleaginous streams," bat of those 
inexhaustible streams of knowledge which flow from the immortftl mind; 
they forget that among them move the boys, who will soon be called npoa 
to take the place of those now occupying high positions in the county aai 
State. How important, then, that each one should be snitably prepare! 
for his station. Can anything more be done to increase the interest in die 
great cause of education ? Has not our long and doubtful straggle witk' 
rebellion and treason proved a sufficient warning? The history of deid 
republics, of past ages, comes to us with its sad and solemn warnings, telb'if 
us that upon the education of the people depends the stability of onr repa^ 
Ucan iostitations. Citizens of Warren county, will yon heed its Wftmingif 
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WASHINGTON COUNTY.— A. J. BufPncGTOW. 

School Houseft. — There are thirteen fltew school houses erected ; they are 
neat frame baildiDgs ; they are ventilated by sliding windows hung with 
tx>rd and pulleys, and are furnished with the box desk and seat, and ample 
black board surface. 

The town and village school houses are provided with all necessary out- 
buildings. The rnral school houses ar#provided with coal houses only. Com- 
mon decency requires that this defect should be remedied. 

Furniture. — -There has been no change in furniture since my last report, 
except where new houses were erected. 

Aljjri>.ra*us. — All the schools are bu^iplL^i'i v»'ith cards, out-line nvi". 
and black-boards ; sixty- one have globes, charts and mathematical blockc , 
fidxteen have orrery and tellurion ; and the Washington schools have also 
Webster's unabridged dictionary, Johnson's atlas^ pianos, and a fine cabinet 
of curiosities. 

Schools. — An increasing interest is observable in the schools ; more ad- 
vanced pupils are in attendance. In more than half of the schools visited 
I found one or more returned soldier bojs, who were as faithful to their 
studies as they had been to their country. 

Graded Schools — In addition to the forty-five graded schools before re- 
ported, the schools in Cross Creek village, Burgettstown and Bellezane, 
bmve been graded. Two fine new buildings, for schools of two grades 
each, are being erected in Bentleysville and Hickory. Any pupil in the 
district, if sufBciently advanced, has privilege to enter the higher depart- 
meiit. Any of the village or rural schools having over fifty pupils should 
b« graded in like manner. 

Some of the primary departments in the graded schools, though under the 
dbarge of good teachers, aie doing but little good, if not positive harm in 
their present crowded condition. Young pupils put in large classes acquire 
listless and iuattentive habits, that are incompatible with progress. The 
Buccess of all the higher departments, and of the uncrowded primary de- 
partments, proves the wisdom of the graded system. A teacher who can 
Bofccessfully govern and instruct more than fifty pupils, is an exception 10 
« general rule. 

Examinations — The examinations were well attended. When the classes 
were small I examined orally ; when large, I combined the oral and written 
methods. While I examined one orally, the others were engaged on their 
manuscripts on some other branch. 

Teachers. — Of the two hundred and sixty-five teachers that taught the 
•cbools in 1861, but eighty-one taught in the county in 1866 This drain 
npoii the teachers, creates the demand for the Normal school, to pre\iaxA\s^Q(t^ 
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to take their places. One-third of the male teachers employed are retamed 
soldiers. Thirtj-siz per cent of the teachers are malea. At the present 
salaries and price of boarding, in ten more jpars there will not be ten male 
teachers Female teachers improve the manners and tastes of pupils more 
than males ; thej surpass them in teaching small pupils, and equal them witb 
those more advanced, but are more apt to fail in government in neighbor- 
hoods where the rude state of society requires physical force to keep the 
pupils in proper subjection. The defidencj in such cases can be remedied bj 
prompt and rigorous action of the board. 

Viiitation. — Since Oraut and his soldiers "sheathed their swords for lack 
of argument," the people look to the schools ibr intellectual conteets, and aie 
more frequentlj found in the school room at the spelling match, review, ex- 
amination, exhibition, institute or educational meeting. I visited two or 
more of the schools in each of the districts, except those of Cbartiers and 
Beallsville, which had closed before I reached them. I could not visii all 
the schools in one year, because many of them are in session but foar months. 
I have visited nearly all of them three times in five years and many of 
them ofbener. 

District Institutes. — The teachers of East Finley, Mount Pleasant and 
California, held district institutes. They were eminently saccessfal, and 
have been since the establishment of district institutes by law. The result 
is, they have in these districts live, progressive, working teachers, and corres- 
ponding schools. The joint institutes, conducted by teachers of several ad- 
joining districts, were well attended, and unusually interesting and instmc- 
tive. 

Libraries. — The Washington Union school has a fine library. The pupils 
of the Monongahela City Union school gave a fine literary exhibition at the 
close of the term, for the benefit of the library. This is a eommendabk 
plan, and if adopted by teachers generally, we would soon procare a library 
in every district, in conformity with the law of 1864. 

Private Schools. — In about every third public school house there is • 
three months term taught by subscription. The number of pupils will ave- 
rage thirty, and the teacher receives a compensation of twenty-five dollars 
per quarter. The number of students in the South- Western Normal college, 
for the last two sessions, was two hundred and sixty-one, nearly one hon* 
dred of whom taught in the county. This institution, by its thorough work, 
is giving an earnest of what it will accomplish when recognized as a State 
Normal school. 

Washington and Jefferson college is liberally endowed, hsui an able 
faculty, and a large number of students in attendance. 

Washington Female seminary and Pleasant Hill Female seaiuuuy have 
as many students as their extensive buildings will acoommodttte. Tbsss 
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inBtitatloiifl are deservedlj popular. I commead all the educational agencies 
of the conntj to the patronage and support of the people. They haye given 
character and reputation to the county, and its future progress and develop* 
ment will be in exact ratio with theirs. 
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School Houses. — The whole number of school houses is 196. Eighteen new 
houses hare been erected during the year, and twenty others have been ma* 
terially repaired. In building and repairing school hoases, during the past six 
years, we have made marked progress. Four of these years have been years 
of war, and of unusual pecuniary embarrassment, stillo verone hundred houses 
have been erected, neatly and substantially built, painted on the outside, 
and for the most part supplied with suitable ftimiture ; and a large number 
of others have been remodelled and materially improved. In many of the 
dtiBtricts, every house, internally and externally, is neat and comfortable. 
Still, in this work, there is yet much to be Accomplished. Twenty-one houses 
4f£ iitill unfit for use, and twenty-five need material repairs, and one hundred 
and thirteen have no suitable out-houses. It is :o be hoped that the direc- 
tors will speedily remedy this serious evil. 

LoccUion and Grounds. — The location of our school houses, in most cases, 
is judiciously selected. Many of thorn are in beautiful natural groves, well 
sheltered and shaded ; but with two or three exceptions they are built by 
the road side, and have no lot enclosed, or grounds suitably improved or 
<:>niamented. In a few instances some female teacher has yielded to the 
promptings of her nature, and aided by her pupils, has bailt a rude fence, 
enclosed a «mall front yard, and ornamented it with a few shrubs and 
flowers. In such hooses I have generally found a wide awake teacher, and 
a well taught and managed school. 

Furniture, — But little has been done during the year to supply the housed 
with suitable fdruHure. In most of the new houses, and in many of th^ 
others, the seats face the teacher, and the desks are so arranged that each 
pupil has free aocess to his own desk without disturbance to others ; and 
nearly all have recitation benches, black-boards, a broom, pail and cup. A 
few have clotheef* rooms, hat hooks and dinner closets, but scarcely any 
tiave a clock, or globe, or thermometer, a foot- scraper or door mat, or 
fhmiture duster, or any other of the many articles of comfort and conve* 
nience, which in a dwelling house are considered as indispensable. In one 
hundred and nine the furniture may be called suitable, so far as it goes ; in 
oighty-seven it is wholly insulBcient. In the Honeedale graded school, it 
ia all that eonld be well desired. 
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Apparatus. — ^In soppljing the houses with apparatas, we bAve mate 
some little progress. About fifty have been Bupplied with out-line mapfl^ 
and a few more with globes and orthographical cards and ch&rta. But in 
this important work much yet remains to be accomplished. The number 
well supplied with apparatus is only one ; with a few articles^, fifty-nine ; 
wholly without, one hundred and forty. Thus, about three-foarths of the 
whole have nothing, except black-boards, to aid the teacher in awakening 
interest, illustrating science, and impressing troth on the minds of those 
committed to their care. 

Schools. — The whole number of schools is 203. Properly graded I ; par- 
tially 3. None have been graded during the year. The others^ though not 
graded, are well classified. All have been conducted with about their nsnal 
ability and success. In reviewing the past six years, we feel that they have 
made some advancement. Then the whole number was 165, now is 203 ; 
increase, 38. And not only in numbers, but in many other respects, the 
schools have made progress. Difficulties have beset our path ; the pubUe 
mind has been seriously diverted ; many of our best teachers have bees 
called away, young and inexperienced teachers have supplied their plaees; 
the energy of directors has almost necessarily been, in a degree, paralyaad 
by scenes of civil strife, and parents and children have been unusually oc- 
cupied in supplying the drains and necessities of war. 6till,.on the wholo^ 
the schools have gradually improved in character, they are better dasaified^ 
kept in a neater condition, are more thoroughly governed, more perfecil]^ 
instructed,, and are exerting a more healthful,, moral and Intelleetual influ- 
ence than before the commencement of our national calamities. In oot 
hundred and seventy-two the Bible is used as the basis of moral instruetioiL 

Examinations. — The whole number of district examinations beld^is 27 f 
special 45. The whole number of candidates examined is 264r. T wo hundred 
and forty-four received provisional certificates, and twenty were rejected. 
Of those holding provisional, thirty (seven males and twenty-three females) 
afterward received professional certificates. The examinations were held 
earlier than usual, and were advertised in both of the county papers, bat 
from some cause, many of the teachers failed to attend, and not a sufficieal 
number received certificates at the district examinations to supply the schools 
with qualified teachers. 

Teachers. — The whole number of teachers, employed is 2€5w Of these^ 
28 are males, and 237 females. Forty hold professional certifioatea Some 
of these teaehers are but poorly qualified^ and 86me have had poor schools. 
In all professions, in spite of thorough examinations and the otmost care^ 
there are some unworthy members. So it is with teaehers. A few are a 
disgrace to the profession. They have no relish for its duties, and no sense 
of their responsibilities. Oonsequeutly they fieiil of success. Bui m. large 
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proportion of our teachers are earDestlj and oonscientionslj desirons of 
doing their dntj, and have done themselres credit, and their schools a good 
degree of jaatice. Many of them have taken special pains to qaalify them- 
selves, and have devoted their vacations to stndj, either at home, or at some 
private school or academy. 

VisUaiiona — The whole number of visits made is 282, each visit averaging 
not far from two hours. In these visits I have been directed, in a measure, by 
the circumstances and condition of the school. Where the school was all 
that could be reasonably desired, I have remained a silent spectator, and 
at the close of the visit, have congratulated both teacher and scholars, and 
wished them Ood speed in their prosperous course ; where the school was 
good on the whole, but faultly in some respects, I have commended what 
was right, criticised what was wrong, and at the close of the visit, have 
endeavored to encourage all present in their difficult way ; where the school 
was seriously mismanaged, all in confusion and disorder, I have sometimes 
become an assistant to the teacher, and co-operated to bring the school into 
proper shape and condition, and at the close I have made my address ac- 
cordingly. These visits, to me, have been interviews of the deepest in- 
terest. They will ever be among the most pleasant remembrances of the 
past six years I have every where been cordially received, and feel un- 
der great obligation to the teachers and scholars for their kindness and oof- 
diallty. 

District Institutes. — District institutes have always been unpopular, both 
among teachers and directors. Our schools are so scattered, our roads are 
80 intolerable, our schools are taught to such an extent by females, that it 
was found difficult, almost impossible, to sustain them with interest or benefit. 
Since they have been left to the option of the directors, they have been 
abandoned. 

Miscellaneous. — In reviewing the past six years, I would hope that some 
good has been accomplished. They have been years of serious embarrass 
ment. And with such an inadequate salary, it was impossible for me, with- 
out absolute pecuniary loss, to do myself or the county justice. But I troat 
we have made some progress To the people of the county I am under 
great obligations, for their continued hospitality. 

The school law, in most of its provisions, is worthy of all confidence. — 
Let us see to it that its requirements are faithfully obeyed — let the sapeF- 
intendents and directors, and teachers and parents, be faithful in the dutied 
pertaining to their sphere, and soon the excellence of our school polity will 
be seen and acknowledged. The huge Olobe is watered, not by some great 
concussion of nature, but by single drops of rain, each doing its own part ; 
the population of the earth is fed, not by the sudden out-pouring of some 
vast store house, but by single stocks of corn, each furnishing a limited 
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number of grains ; and om (JoTemment ie Bayed, our Liberty seenred, oor 
Union perpetaated, not bj one mighty achierement, but by the persistenoe 
and fidelity of each soldier in his own personal sphere — so it moat be inonr 
system of education. It mnst triumph, and silence its opposera, by that 
fidelity of each man in his appropriate sphere. Let the snperintendenta 
then be faithful in details, faithiVil in visiting schools, and fAithfol in reftising 
certificates to incompetent teachers ; let the directors be faithfbl in employ* 
ing and retaining such, and such only, as are found worthy ; let the teadiers 
be faithful in and out of the school room ; let the parents be faithfhl in thei? 
co-operation with teachers and directors, and soon the school system will 
fulfil its mission, and be a blessing to our Commonwealth and the world. 
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Botises. — Comparatiyely few houses were built within the year, but they 
were generally of a superior class. Public sentiment has materially changed 
in this respect, and is now favorable to large, substantial and well located 
houses. The small number built is owiog to the large bounty taxes assessed 
and the high prices of lumber and labor. But these are only temporarj 
hindrances, which the number and character of the houses built the coming 
year will show. West Newton and Mount Pleasant boroughs, the housea 
of which have been to their dishonor for a number of years, have at last 
taken the initiatory steps to have the disgrace removed, and buildings 
erected that will reflect the intelligence, public spirit and wealth of the re* 
spective places. A generous rivalry has in some districts been excited, and 
private contributions paid into the general fund, that the houses may be 
of proper style and finish. 

A corresponding advance has not everywhere been made in the character 
of the furniture . Benches and desks are frequently rudely made and un- 
painted, inviting the jack-knives and pencils of thoughtless boys, and ren* 
dering wearisome many hours that would under more favorable circum- 
stances be devoted to study. 

In the improvement of grounds, public sentiment has need to be edn* 
eated. Perhaps the neglect is not to be attributed to entire want of taste in 
this particular, so much as to carelessness. Parents in any intelligent com* 
munity will admit its importance, but no one appears willing to take the 
responsibility of being a prime mover in the matter. If our teachers would 
exercise themselves in this direction, they could have the co-operation of 
their pupils, eventually the parents, and our school grounds would soon 
present an appearance that would be to our honor rather than our discreet. 
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Teaahers. — There were some infitances of partial failare, bat these were 
more f]*om inability to govern, than to teach. Our ooanty and district in- 
stitutes have been the means of introducing a similarity of methods, as far 
as applicable, by different teachers to different schools. Failures in govern* 
ment would be less frequent, if teachers would act as their judgments dictate, 
rather than from fear, or for favor of public sentiment, and parents would 
endeavor to co-operate, rather than hastily criticise and censure. The inflo* 
ence of many, who otherwise would have been successful teachers, has 
been destroyed by harsh criticisms in presence of pupils, caused by ground* 
less reports. 

A few years ago an idea was prevalent that it was not proper to impose 
many restraints upon pupils, and many teachers considered their duties 
performed when they taught them a knowledge of the subjects treated of 
in their respective text- books. I am glad to note an improvement here.*— 
Habits of self-denial and correct deportment are as necessary to the perfect 
man or woman, as a knowledge of any of the sciences. The teacher eer* 
tainly fails in his duty if he does not exercise the same firmness and care 
over his pupils, while under his charge, as would a judicious parent 

Schools. — The organization and classification of our schools has materi- 
ally improved, and the consequent results are becoming apparent. Particu* 
lar attention should be given to these, that all may be properly employedi 
the different branches of study be taken up in the proper order, and the la* 
bors of the teacher be properly distributed. The general introduction of 
out-line maps, charts and slates, has imparted a degree of interest to the 
exercises of beginners that can hardly be estimated, and when our teachers 
become educated to their use, the good results will be more plainly seen. 

Irregularity of Attendance is a great drawback, and one in which an im* 
provement is hardly perceptible. As superior advantages are afforded us, 
do we in a like degree become careless in another particular f Do we make 
eacriflces to have better houses, teacherd and books, and neglect to require 
children to avail themselves of these superior advantages f There must be 
some cause ai home, or these boasted improvements are not real. The re* 
suits in individual schools show that as we have improvements in houses, 
grounds, teachers, books and parental co-operation, we have a correspond* 
ing improvement in progress and attendance, and that any of these infiu* 
ences can better be spared than intelligent parental oo-operaiion. 

Many consider compulsory attendance the necessary remedy. This should 
not be attempted till all other means fail. In addition to the efforts that 
are being made for improvement, let teachers take pains to become acquaint* 
ed with the parents, and present the interests of the schools on all proper 
occasions ; let weekly reports of progress, attendance and deportment be 
made ; let the basis of distribution of the State appropriation be the per» 
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centage of attendance ; let the people see and knovo the actual lods frcm 
this evil, and it will in a great measnre be remedied. 

The interests of public and private schools do not materially conflict here, 
B6 that class ot persons who think the common schools not good enough lor 
their children is Very small. Priyate schools, generally, are only kept open 
during the time the public schools are not in operation. The different aeade- 
miee fhtiher, rather than retard, the interests of the common schools. 

District InstiiiUea were established in thirteen districts, and were gener- 
ally successful Institutes are in favor with the working teachers, and the 
repeal of the law establishing them is by them much regretted. Many 
directors and others have mistaken views of the methods in which these 
should be conducted. If there is a failure, they consider it the fault of the 
measure, rather than of those conducting it. The propriety of employing 
as teachers those who cannot, or will not conduct themselves with propriety 
and decorum, and engage in the exercises of an institute with profit to them* 
^Ives and others, is very doubtful. 

' " An interesting and profitable meeting of the Oounty institute was held at 
Oreensburg, during holiday week. 

DniformHy of Text- Books has been established by resolutions of the 
directors, but these resolution s are not always enforced. Frequently if a 
new book is introduced, th4 old one is to be gradually displaced. This is a 
great hindrance to classification. Directors are sometimes Imposed upon 
by irresponsible agents, who recommend the books they wish to introduoe 
as superior to all others in cheapness, quality and fitness, and frequently 
toke (Mm the schools books that are superior to the new ones supplied. 
The introduction of books upon the mere recommendation of an agent, and 
without examination, should be discouraged. If a change is thought ne- 
ces^ry to be made, let it be done with the certain knowledge that it Is for 
the better, and then en/orded. 

Many thanks are due the Department for counsel and advice, and the friends 
of education generally throughout the county, for their co-operation in mea- 
sures adopted for the improvement of schools, and for their hospitable and 
friendly treatment while among them. I bespeak the same for my suc- 
cessor. 
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Duting the past year one new school house has been erected in Mehoopany 
township ; It is better than the old structure it has re-placed ; it Is not well 
seated ; has no play ground, and the scenery unattractive. Yery many di« 
lapidated and miserable school houses are in use. The citizens generally see 
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the need of comfortable and respectable houses. Some are opposed to the 
levjiag of a tax for that purpose, but prefer that each sub-district erect its 
own building by subscription, as has usually been done. A change, how- 
ever. 13 now apparent ; a laudable spirit is moFing the people. 

Furniture. — In my last report I jomitted to mention that out-line maps 
had been introduced into the schools of Forkston. With six exceptions we 
have black-boards in all our schools. In a very few schools charts and 
primary cards are in use. About one-half of our school rooms have seats 
without backs, except the edge of a board that forms the writing desk. 

Ex niiincUions. — Fifteen public examinations have been held during the 
year, in which were combined the oral and w^ritten methods. Though many 
apply for private examioations, but few are granted, and these in ezfcreine 
cases There seems to be a prevailing disposition, on the part of the inef^ 
ctent aod second rate teachers, to be absent from the examination — h%U 
alwayif/or a good reason — as *'i don't take the papers and did not know 
when it would occur ;" or ^* 1 was from home or sick at the time ;" or ** I 
did not intend to teach but the directors are determined to have me take a 
school." I now dispose of this class of applicants by a rigorous written 
examination, and, if found capable, a certificate is granted, to continue till 
the school is visited, when another examination is to be held in the presei^ee 
of some of the patrons and directors. 

Of the five non-accepting districts in this county, three have elected direc- 
tors, who seem determined to do their duty. In Timkhannock township a 
tox of ten mills on the dollar has been levied to erect two new school houses. 
Ju Lemon the teachers all hold certificates and are now working under the 
law. The directors in Falls have organized, and school affairs are promis- 
ing in that locality. An independent district has been established at Nich- 
olson Depot, where a good building has been rented for the purposes of a 
graded school. 

Vi8it(Uio7^8 — I make it my business to visit each school twice darii^ the 
year, and all are visited if in session. 

Eemarks. — We have several faithful and pains-taking teachers who are 
workin^r with commendable zeal. But few have read works on theory and 
practice of teaching, and but one who has attended a Normal school. Our 
nearest Normal school is from two to three days journey from us, by public 
conveyance ; they are too distant and expensive for the great majority of 
those designing to teach, to attend. We are, in consequence, deprived of 
the benefit of those highly estimable institutions, which have done so much 
to fit teachers for their arduous and responsible duties. We would, there- 
fore, suggest that a Normal institute be created in each county, to continue 
at least twelve weeks, and that the directors of each district appoint at 
least one to attend, who may receive the pecuniary aid offered by the State 
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to those attending^he Normal schools. By this meaas I think we would sooa 
have a more efficient corps of instmctors. If we cannot be thus favored, 
let a mileage fee be allowed those desiring to attend the Normal schoola 
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School Houses, — The following school honses were built during the year : 
In Fairview district, a large, two story brick building, upon a very larg^ lot 
of ground ; cost, about $2,000. In Fawn, a large frame building ; cost, 
$600. In Ooldsboro^ a fine frame building, upon a square of ground ; cost, 
$1,050. In Newberry district, a frame building ; cost, $t)60. In Peach 
Bottom, a fine stone building, upon the site of one destroyed by fire ; cost, 
$665. Of the twelve reported unfit for human habitations, in my last report, 
nine have been repaired, and for the remaining three, new buildings will be 
substituted by the coming session. We thauk ihe directors for the practical 
good sense and extreme care they have manifested, in not only erecting 
suitable and substantial buildings, but also in securing large sized play- 
grounds. The gross errors into which former directors had fallen, have all 
been avoided. 

Oti^-J5bu8«8.— All of the new buildings have suitable out-houses erected 
upon the play grounds. Many belonging to the other school houses have 
been torn down by candidates for the county jail, who pruwl over the 
country after night, destroying public property. We traced the destruc- 
tive path of two unknown vandals through three districts. Tboir path was 
marked by overthrown out- buildings, shutters torn from their hinges, and 
doors perforated with pistol-balls. The directors of Chanceford township 
entered prosecution against two men for wilfully destroying school properly, 
and upon conviction, they were sentenced to eighteen months imprisonment 
in the Eastern penitentiary. I have published this just judgment, by my 
public addresses throughout the county, hoping that it may intimidate the 
lawless. 

Graded Schools. — In addition to the graded schools of Hanover and 
Wrightsville, we are happy to add those of Goldsboro' and New Market. 

Apparattts.-^^o additions in apparatus, excepting black* boards for eleven 
schools, hav« been made since my last report. 

Teachers. — Of the three hundred and fifty teachers employed, one hun- 
dred and twelve were females ; seventy, or twenty per cent , of the entire 
number were devoid of experience; thirty-five, or ten per cent, had not 
read any work upon the subject of teaching ; forty-four, or about twelve 
and one-half per cent., had taught less than one year ; ninety, or about 
twenty-five per cent, had attended a Normal school, and five failed entirely.' 
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Female Teachers, — Farther observation convinces me that females, if as 
well qaalified, can teach as well as males, if we except intraction of a mathe- 
matical character; but I deprecate the employment of "boarding-school 
misses," who have not passed half-way into their ''teens," and do not know 
DOW to govern themselves. Snch material mast always fail. 

Qualifications of Teachers. — The teachers employed last year, as a body, 
were better qaalified than any previous year of my superintendency. This 
arose from directors, in many instances, refusing to employ teachers holding 
low certificates, and from my rejecting as many of those in whom I saw no 
marked improvement, as circumstances would permit. Scarcity of material 
sometimes compelled me to grant certificates that I otherwise would not 
have granted. I have heard very few complaints of incompetency. On the 
contrary, directors have informed me, **our schools have never done better." 
"We beard less complaint last winter than ever before," &c.| convincing me 
that the co-operation of directors and superintendents only is wanting to 
make our schools popular and successful. 

Visitations, — I succeeded in visiting every district in the county, spend- 
ing an average of one and three-fourth hours in each school. To accom- 
plish this, I was obliged to travel from four, A. M., of Monday, to twelve, 
M., of Saturday, of many weeks during the winter. I devoted my time to 
listening to recitations, instructing the teacher privately wherein he needed 
it, and in addressing the school during the last fifteen minutes of my visit. 

Moral Instruction. — In two hundred and fourteen schools the Bible is 
read daily ; twenty-three are opened by prayer, and in nearly all, moral 
deductions are drawn from reading-lessons, &c. 

District Institutes. — In but eight districts would the directors grant the 
necessary time. The marked advance upon the schools of those districts, in 
which institutes were held, was easily discerned. I labored hard to have 
them continued in all the districts, but failed. 

County InstUvie. — The convention held at York, during the month of 
December, was the most interesting and useful one ever held in the county. 
Two hundred and forty teachers enjoyed the instruction of able men for four 
days. We were enabled to secure the services of these men by means of 
a fund of two hundred dollars, paid us out of the county treasury, per act 
of Legislature. 

Official Duties, — During the year I held forty-nine public examinations, 
and seven private ones, examined three hundred and thirty-six males and 
one hundred and seventy-one females, visited four hundred and twelve 
schools, attended fourteen institutes, delivered four hundred and sixty 
addresses, wrote two hundred and for^ official letters, was engaged two 
hundred and forty days, and traveled two thousand eight hundred and fort j 
miles. 
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FXJLTON COUNTY— J. A. Woodcock. 

School Houses. — One house was erected during the year — Bitnated in 
Brush Creek, twenty-two by thirty. It is a good, substantial frame building, 
well furnished — ^having about two hundred feet of black-board surface. 
The sitution is good, but it lacks the necessary enclosures and oat-buildings. 
There are ?ixty-two houses in the county ; eighteen of these are entirely 
unfit for school purposes. Rome of them are so open and crazy, that no wise 
and judicious farmer would consider them safe or comfortable enough t*) 
shelter his stock in. Others are low in the ceiling, and so destitute of light 
as to render them loathsome and uninviting to both teacher aud pupils. 
How rt^pugnant must be the thought to the lover of the beautiful, that such 
are the influences which are to mould and develop the character and mind 
of the youth. It is no marvel that the schools in those districts are poorly 
attended, when to be confined within such houses is imprisonoftent. Bat 
few of the houses in the county are well supplied with furniture. In two 
districts, especially, did I find all the houses shamefully deficient in this re- 
spect I was pained to the heart, on entering some of these, to see the 
pupils perched upon slabs, with no backs to them, three and four feet from 
the floor. I need hardly state that I noticed quite small boys and girk 
having the bowed-down appearance of the sage of sixty ; which is a natural 
sequence ofpupils being elevated upon high seats, with no support for the 
feet 

Apparatus. — None of the schools are furnished with all the necessary ap- 
paratus. No school should be without these potent auxiliaries to success ; 
and I am happy to report that during the current year fifty-nine schools 
have been furnished with a full set of Mitchell's out-line maps. This is 
certainly a step in the right direction ; one that augurs well for the future. 
May it prove but the prelude to the introduction of all the apparatus so 
essential to the fluccess of the teacher, and the advancement of his pupils. 

Schools. — There are sixty-six in the county, the majority of which are 
pretty well classified. In some I found there had been but little attention 
paid to the introduction of a regular series of books ; the want of which 
greatly militates the success of the school, and is a great embarrassment to 
teachers. Directors should see to it that there is an uuiformity of books 
adopted in every school ; and thus meet the requirements of the law. 

The results of the past year were quite satisfactory, considering the short- 
ness of the term, and the inferior class of teachers employed in some of the 
schools. This seemed necessary, as the inducements oflTered were not suffi- 
cient to command more eificlentand experienced ones. First class teachers 
expect a first class salary; arid none but mere ciphers can afiTord to teach 
eighteen or twenty dollars per mouth. Directors and parents would do 



PULTON COUNTY- 223 

well to remember that when they lower the salarj of a teacher thej are 
bat starving the mind and intellect of their children. 

ExamiruUiom —-Twelve pnblic and ten special examinations were held 
daring the year ; the most of the former were attended by directors and 
citizens. It was my desire to have avoided all private examinations, bat 
a disposition on the part of some of the directors to favor them, and the 
scarcity of teachers, threw me nnder obligations to grant them, when i 
thought they might have been avoided. For a teacher to absent himself 
from a pnblic examination, that he may be granted a private one, is nnde*^ 
niable proof of incompetency. Directors should co-operate with the ex* 
amining officer in his efforts to do away with this illegal and onfair method 
of examining teachers. My mode of examining was the oral. I think it 
has its advantages over the written. ' 

Teachers, — Owing to the insufficient salary, and shortness of the term, it 
became necessary, in order to fill all schools, to employ some teachers who, 
in our estimation, were altogether incompetent to fill so important an office. 
This of course gave us no little anxiety as to the results of their labors. 
Hftppily there were fewer failures than we expected. There were not aor 
many female teachers employed this year as last. It is a lamentable fact 
that in a number of districts in the county, public opinion seems to be op- 
posed to this class of teachers. I know of no other cause to which we may 
attribute this, than an ignorance of those grand and essential characteristics 
of the model teacher and moralist. A sense of duty compels me to say that 
I found a greater degree of interest, more system, and better results as the 
fruits of female teaching than of male. 

Vrhat we need in this county is an increase of the teachers' salary and a 
prolongation of the school term ; and until these changes are effected we shall 
fail to realize the full benefits of our present wise and liberal system of edu- 
cation. But so soon as these changes take place, that soon will this linger- 
ing darkness be dispelled by the dawning of a lighter morn ; and the dull 
and passive teacher give way to the living and active. 

Moral Instruciion. — We are sorry to say that this first and highest duty 
of the teacher has not received that consideration at their hands which its 
importance demands. Every school should be opened by reading a portion 
of Scripture or by prayer. Teachers should remember that while they are 
responsible for the growth and development of the human intellect^ they 
are at the same time no less responsible for the culture and development of 
the moral and sublime principles of the human soul. It is their duty to 
guard the soul against the evils of life, and prepare it for wise and virtuous 
action. How important then that every teacher should at least possess 
good morals; for rude or unskilled hands should never touch the strings of 
that harp whose vibrations are felt in eternity. 
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InstUtUes —These were organized in eeyen districts. While some were 
prolific of beneficial resalts, others were void of interest, and accomplished 
but litle good. I am of the opinion that where these institates are properly 
organized and conducted, they may become a potent agency in exciting in- 
terest in the canse of education. 

The County Associaium held its regpilar meeting in M'Oonnellsbarg. The 
attendance of teachers was not so large as was anticipated ; yet all present 
took an interest in the exercises, and went to their respective fields of labor 
with the consciousness of having been benefited. The association was ad- 
dressed by the Rev. Mr. Mathers, Prof. Davis and A. S. Smith, Esq. 

Ooneluding Semarks. — In consequence of Fulton county being a border 
county we suffered materially both in our pecuniary and educational inter* 
ests. Many of our most efficient teachers, influenced by the purest motives 
of patriotism, offered themselves a ransom for liberty^ and the cause of hu- 
man freedom ; upon the continuation of which, rests the perpetuity of our 
educational interests and the dearest hopes of humanity. And since the 
eternal laws of Justice and universal freedom have been vindicated, and 
the dark 61oud of treason and rebellion has been transpierced by the refill* 
gent rays of the Sun of Peace, may we not hope that a brighter future 
awaits the educational interests of our country 1 We have much to encour- 
age us in the results of the past year. In M'Connellsburg borough and 
Wells district the school term was increased from four to five months ; and 
one of the directors of Belfast district informed me that their schools had 
never accomplished so much good since the system has been in operation. 
With these indications of future success, and the welfare of humanity before 
oSy let us move grandly forward in the work of reform ; and labor zealously 
for the consummation of the noble project before us. 

It is with emotions of the deepest gratitude that I acknowledge my obli- 
gations to directors and parents, for the kind hospitality shown me. 
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UNPAID DISTBICTa 



DISTRICTS UNPAID, 

But are aiill supposed to be entitled to the appropriation of 1865, to/ 
not satisfactorily proved before June, 1867, said appropriation • 
forfeited. 

Armstrong, HoToy, (Ind.) 

Beaver, Glasgow « . . • • 

Bedford, LoDdonderry i 

Do... ProTidence, East 

Do. . . Providence, West 

Centre, Curtin 

Do. . Marion 

Clearfield, Fox 

Colombia, Orange 

Cr&wlord, Britain Run 

Fayette, Springhill 

Greene, Monongaliela 

Luzerne, Jackson 

Mercer, Jctlerson 

Do... Sharon 

Monroe, Pocono 

Do... Price 

Pil;e, I^chni.in 

SciiuyllJll, Bniiiswick, West , 

Soojerset, Northampton 

Su^uehanna, Great Bend borough 

Tioga, ShipiKjn 

Wayne, Manchester 

Wyoming, Lemon 

Do Northumberland • 

York, Lewisberry 

1 



DISTRICTS UNPAID, 

Because they have failed to forward to the Department, either thei 
months^ certificate, or annual report, or both, for 1866. 



Beaver county, Hanover 

Do Hookstown. • . . 

Bedford, Broad Top 

Do . . • Londonderry 

Berks, Bethel 

Bradford, Burlington borough. 

Cameron, Gibson 

Centre, Snow Shoe 

Clearfield, Bcccaria 

Do. ...Fox 

ColambU, Conyngham ....... 

Elk. Highland.' 

falton, M'CoDoellsburg 
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Greene, SpriDghiU $V9 61 

IndiaDft, Canoe 148 41 

Do.... Cherry Tree boroogh 81 98 

Lmerne, Buck. . . . • 42 84 

Do.. .Wright 28 87 

M'Kean, Otto 28 81 

Pike, Lehman (^1 SO 

Potter, Homer 21 78 

Do. .Sweden : 47 15 

Sasqnebanna, Dnndaff 26 01 

Tioga, Gaines 85 98 

Dc.Middlebarg 150 88 

I>o..Shippon 22 98 

Do..£lk1and borough , 86 90 

Tenango, Franklin 264 46 

Do.. ..Harmony... • 50 01 

Bo Tionesta township 69 29 

Washington, Washington 844 81 

Wayne, Waymart ^ 52 48 

Wyoming, Braintrim 47 68 

2,827 2S 



DISTRICTS UNPAID, 

And whose Slate appropriation has been forfeited ^ because teachers wer$ 
employed without valid certificates^ or because they had less than fowr 
monihii schools. 

Bj:tdford county, Athens township $179 99 

Do Burlington, West 88 2« 

Cameron county, Lumber , 22 56 

Elk county, Ridgway 68 47 

Fayette county, Henry Clay 86 91 

Do Wharton. (Ind J 8 20 

Forest county, Tionesta 6 97 

Venango, Complanter 293 15 

Do.. . PleasantTille 82 80 

782 28 



DISTRICTS UNPAID, 

And whose State appropriation has been forfeited^ by having no schools in 
operation at all^ from the beginning of the system^ or for many years. 

Bearer county. Harmony |87 81 

Bedford county, Southampton 147 00 

feilcs county, District , 75 08 

Jefferson county, Bamett 28 94 

Lancaster county, Cf«oalico, West 247 84 

M'Kean coanty, Wotmore «•••• 4 U 



UNPAID DISTRICTS. 

KorfhnmberUnd, Cameron $8 

Do Jtckson 7 

Do Jordan { 

Do ....Mahanoy, dpper ( 

Do Mahanoy, Little.. 8 

Do WashinKton 7 

Sehnylkill, branswick, Weat S 

Do . . . . If ahanUDgo, Upper t 

Do....PenD, West 21 

Somerset, Conemaugh { 

Wyoming, Falls .. . • r 6 

Do... Lemon i 

Do...Taokhannock township 7 

Do.. .Washington , fl 

York, Manheim 12 

1,70 
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STATISTICS OF NORMAL SCHOOLS 



JIlrTTORIf :— 

Ii«|« at r^ro^aSt Ihju. . ,« « . ^ , .« * « i . ,< , - « , , > « ^ . . 

Tot&l ciucnh'Tfir iukIc ^rudnntit »lnc«rec(^DUIijii^^,.....> 
Total ntunWrM ff^miLln HUidsnln ^. 40 *.*.•, .,,,,,,-. 

Tolml VFi [fiber iKf fi?iiiN.lr.> do,.* ♦», do^* ..„■ 

Totfcl nncnbf r of iqaW itTi^maWd la Klfmllflo cvorM^...^ 

T<iU]i number (nf rrrn*!^'* ilu-, -..,,»*.*, do.,.,.. ^.^*,. 

Tat^L niLiii1>i>^r iiT jnul^'* ftrfcdniU^d In c]uat ckI euuna h... 

TotirL nuTfthf^r iT fcma,liui....d^*„,.. da,....,,.,.-* 

Tot*]: DurjiliHT of wfth-ii rtha liuvA rwoMStAteoaTUAatlot-.. 

ToEal niini1»cr of romnlcpi do, «,,*,*...*.du... ,,,.,.»,. 

Ttttkl numlipr »r gum t«> r«CJ*i vi'd 6n dUtricI Hccunm ........ 

Toinl numliiff irf fema^lei.,,, do, *..«.^,.,^, da „...,,,** 

Vnmtit^r ^if ruuls pr(ifeii«urB mad tutor**,. >.i.. ... 

2<iiiBb4'r tfcf fi^Diul? iti*trQctor«, ., „.,, ,, 

A V0rft^'^ n uiuber of cinsr&t inttfjht by ^^kcIi par d*y .. . , * 
Avermk^^ k^Hlb uf r«clUUoiifl .,,.,.,.^..* .„„,,» 

BTL'ifKitni:— 
Nambvr (sT main i«tud('ati fot the piist ACblnmlc yp^r. .. 
N nrob**r *>f fi'Tnu.1* mnd^^ut*. .>.....,,,„.*.*..***».,,., 

Hatubor i>f i»*ip utiideEiU iiu district ace^anC.. ,^ 

XambciLf of r«iniiilu. . , .do ^ .do. .. . . , . . ^.^^ *,,*.*, 

Pmnliar of mu]i'« in >^ormaI i<hvgL .i,^^.. ..,-.-,. 

KambC'f' nf ftmAli^^^ di>.*.t.,»».,.*»,,,,,,,^s 

Niimbrr of itjj*l^« In Mod«I ^choo],..,*.,,, ,,,„,„,, ^,^, 
Ifnmbi-r or J't.i^rDatcK,.*^ ...do .^* .,,,,. ..^♦h,..***,,,,... 
Jfupibnr uf liialpit>rr«Hdi3ated la dfltfletitftrj ci9iirK«....^, 

Nanib^r of fpuiAUn,*,*Jiv.,,..^.^ do ,,*., 

dumber or invLns rirAda^t&d In aoleDltAr eoornfl ,,4*^,* 

KumbtT gf feint !![«•**«. do ,,...,,.. ..do , 

Ntunbsr of mw-le^ {^^ludajvtcd ja eltii«ie»l cottTta,, ,,,,,,, 

Xanib«r of fprii4lE)pi,*..do „.,.,*. .do ^,,,, 

Kaober of tnuWn who latsud to b<«coiii4 tumthc^fK. „*,, 
VuBiWr '.i f'Hiifch.''^.,. , *,dit>,», ,, ,, **do,.,,, , ....,.,,, 
Jfqmboror nitirlHN who biiv<> ncelYad SUte Cftrtlilemt«' 
HQHlbnr of limute do a« „,, 

LtniLAmiKi* : — 

Wbol* butubftr hT TolntnFit In llbnrlfli,., , 

Xumb«r .^dd'^d dursitic thtt ]rr»r.,,,,.,.,».»m,,,_^.,.,,. 
lUiiinbr-t of ri^firwrf and p«rlcri|ieftLi t^eo..,,,,.,.^,,,! 

VALdR or PkOp'KKTT: — 

Vidtin ijf bubldiojifp. and ifretiBdi. ,*.,...... ^,^,,,_,_ ^,, 

VaIhc of fu mJiuroH. . .., , ,,,,,,,,.,.,,, ^ , . . ., J,ir,I^!|,'I 

TatuC' of UbrArle^ ., ♦,,,,* ,,.,»."! 

Vttat iTf niTMlfiil ^nttroineDU..,.. "I»,,""I!I!! 

V*lnoof app[fcri*ifl , 

ToUl Til Uft of prhfpif tf, ..*..,. ,,#,., 

Aflioum Meciirf'd hj Jndgmpnl "^ft projiartf ..,..^,,„,,, 

AinoDDt iif (luittliii; dotit....... .***♦•....,. 

ABuant of BlouL. hrld bjr iodWIdiikJB -,,,.,*,»,*!". .^. 
ioUl ftriiount of debt.. .,.,.,,,,,**.*.....*,, ^ „,"] ^ [ | ^ 

For htilldiau. ^pulnt, puiaiin^, kn -..„,,*„.. 

tin ^ro^nudN^ fbtic^;^, iibriibberj, Aa **,...*.., ,,„».^,^^^ 

for fnrtiitnro , . * . . ,^ *,.,.. ^ » , , 

For iiuiir&ncfl of biilLdlji|;ii ., .#!.,,,,.,',!»"' 

Fot dlAcbitrKf of debt ,..,.*...,,»-.,,*,,*,.,[] 

?or Inleri^fit uo di^b. . ...,„, ^ ^^, , •♦i ,' " \ ! 

For maxiir&i tntitrutneuti h .♦,»,,.,,,.. ^.^^.^^ ,.," 

Fot mpparfttQit , , /j , , ^" i ' ' * " 

Foribcr^uM of Jt%r*ry, pehod1e»li, Ad.,„.,...I."I"] 
ToltiL (^xpnaHf'H far 1 nprtSiTftsuiu *.•*•« ^ * * , i . . . . ! 

Frooj tnUlon ia Normil Aod Vadfti t^hooU , 

iTrom roi>in T«n.t Lod bonrdin^ ,,» *-•»•• * 

Frod htrqtjflut*, |frMaUl«#, J[e ..-***i,.„,.,!l,,' 

TotHl liicomff,..., ^,,^ it*!..,,,,..*,,, ,, 

Tot*l for bwIaHm of proTeMorv Aid Laitmeton, ^** 

Total for b,i»rd, wiuiJitD|r, *e. *„,...,,, ^, ..—*** 

foul for MrTftnti* blrt , Bi^flirard *«d mfttroa. .„,.!. 
Other flKp?uiM:*».....,,„,„,^,,,,,^,^^^ ' ' 

T«t«l •%pefldttu«^.,,,^,,„.„,,^_,,^^^^^^^__^ 
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REPORT OP THE MILLERSVILLB NORMAL SCHOOL. 

MiLLBRSViLLS, Octoher 24, 1866. 
Hon. C. R. CoBURN, \ 

State Superintendent of Oommon Schools : 

In accordance with your request, I sabmit the following report of the 
State Normal school of the Second district : 

Past Year. — During the past year the school was in a flourishing condi- 
tion. There were 807 students in attendance, the largest number ever en- 
rolled during any one year. The graduating class consisted of twenty 
members, seventeen in the elementary course, two in the scientific, and one 
in the classical. 

Prospects. — The prospects for the present year are encouraging. There 
are now upwards of four hundred students in attendance, and the number 
is constantly increasing. The school will be quite as large, probably^ 
larger, than during any previous winter session. This is an evidence of 
increased interest in normal instruction, a fact highly gratifying to the 
friends of education. 

Graduates. — Nearly all of our last year's graduates are engaged in teach* 
ing, and some of them are occupying situations of considerable responsi- 
bility and honor. So far as I can learn they are all doing well, and giving 
assurance of becoming an ornament to their profession, and an honor to 
their alma matur. 

Demand for Graduates — There is a large demand for the graduates of 
the school, a demand which is constantly increasing. AH of our graduates 
either have situations or have been oSfered them, and had the class been 
twice as large, positions could have been found for all. The demand for 
teachers of a proper grade very largely exceeds the supply, a fact which 
ongbt to be an incentive to young teachers to complete the course of study 
at some of our Normal schools. 

Under-Graduates. — A large number of those who have been pupite of 
our school are teaching in the common schools of the State. Some of these 
expect to cpmplete the course of study ; others have not the means or in- 
clination to do so. Both classes are among the very best teachers In ai" 
common schools, and through them the Normal school is doinga'gre.. 
work for popula education, a work, considering the number of such teach- 
ers, not inferior to that done through its graduates. 

In view of this, the question arises, would it not be well for the State 
to authorize the granting to such pupils a provisional certificate of qaallfi- 
catlon8|"8bmewhat similar to the certificate of a Ooantj Superintendent? 
2 SddOOitSte. 
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Such a certificate would be a recommendation to a qualified teacher, and 
serve filso to distinguish the different grades of normal pupils who are en- 
gaged in teaching. 

AppropricUiana, — The act of the Legislature, passed last winter, appro- 
priating fifty cents a week to students who intend to become teachers, is 
a step in the right direction. The principle upon which it is based is cor- 
rect. The money appropriated should go to aid those who are preparing 
to become teachers. The only change suggested is, that the amount be 
doubled, the State paying one dollar a week instead of fifty cents. This 
will just about defray the expenses of tuition, and this is a duty the State 
owes to those who are preparing themselves to take charge of our publie 
schools. 

Buildings. — The authorities of the school have, for several years, been 
thinking of erecting a building for a gymnasium and library rooms, for tht 
two literary societies of the institution. The present plan is to erect a new 
building for a chapel and recitation rooms, and make a gymnasium out of 
the old chapel, and library rooms out of the old recitation rooms. This 
building will probably be erected next summer. 

EDWARD BROOKS, 
Principal State Normal school of the Second disiricL 



REPORT OP THE BDINBORO' NORMAL SCHOOL. 

Hon. C. R. CoBUEN, 

Superintendent Common Schools: 

DsAB Sia : — In compliance with your request of September 22, I submit 
to you the following brief report of the State Normal school, for the Twelftk 
district, for the school year ending June last 

Attendance of Scholars, — The attendance of pupils at the school was 
greater than for any previous year. During the fall term there were 366 
scholars in the Normal school, and 173 in the model school, making tht 
largest number ever present at one time. * Our buildings will not accom* 
modate this number, and the trustees have purchased some additional ground 
OQ which to erect needed buildings. 

Oraduates. — In June last, three gentlemen and five ladies grsidaated in 
the elementary course. Seven of these signed an agreement to tesM^h two 
full years in the common schools of the State. 

Changes. — Several changes have been made during the year, all of whid 
have been advantageoQ& Among these may be mentioaed^^ 
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1. The reparation of the deparlrnenis of instruction. — Previously each 
teacher had given instraction in more than one branch of stndj. Last year 
we were able to arrange the studies in such a manner, that each teacher gave 
his attention to but one class of studies. 

2. Clastnfication of Scholars. — Previously we have allowed pupils great 
latitude in the number and choice of their studies. The following plan is 
now adopted : Pupils are allowed to take up any study for which they are 
prepared. We divide studies into whole studies and half studies. All new 
studies, which require loog aud lal)orious preparation, such as grammar, 
arithmetic and geography, are called whole studies. All review studies, 
aad those requiring less preparation, as penmanship and drawing, are called 
half studies. Students are restricted, to three and one-half, and are re- 
quired to take three studies. We assign lessons of sufficient length to em« 
ploy the class two hours to learu one lesson. Few scholars are able to 
study vigorously more than six hours per day. 

3. Oovernmeni. — We have added two features to our former system of 
government; one is the membership card, the other the roll of honor. Wo 
give to each student, on entrance, a membership card like the following : 



STATE NORMAL SCIIOOIi ilEAKBERSlIIP CARD. 

No. • 

Jf. jBooih. 

Ton are entitled to th« general prlTilegen of the School and inHtmctloii In the foUowing: 



ncnnt. 1 itcdiis. 




ROOM. 


TSACVIB. 


1 
























1 








1 


1 

i 





Onring^the flnt term, 186d and 186T, provided yoa conform to the spirit and letter of 
the regalatioDS of the Inrititution. 

Yon win carry this card with yon while at the Mhool, and show it to each teacher when 

aaked fur it. By any repeated or one willful Tiolatlon of the rules of the school, yon will 

forfeit yonr right to the privileges of the school. It is the duty of every teacher finding 

on out of place, to call for this card and enter the same npon it. Should yon lose it, apply 

the office for another. 



Cksp«l Seat Xo.. 



.PriBClpal. 



Under the colamn headed "studies,'* is written the stadies the papil is 
allowed to take ; ander the column headed " recited," Is entered the time 
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when the lesson is recited ; in the next column is entered the room where 
the class recites. When the pupil goes to his first recitation in eaeb class, 
he shows his card to the teacher, and he enters his own name on the card, 
and the pupiPs name in the class roll. As soon as the pupil gets fairlj 
settled for the term, he is expected to fill up the second column by enterlDg 
the time when he studies each lesson. 

Whenever a student is found out of place, his card is taken and marked. 
If taken the second time, a letter is seat to bis parents. For the third offence, 
the pupil is dismissed. 

At the close of the term we publish, on a special circular, the names of 
those who are present at every required exercise and recitation daring the 
term. These constitute the roll of honor. 

Additions. — We have added about two hundred volumes to our library, 
and have commenced a text- book library. It is intended to place in thia, 
copies of the best text-books upon the various school studies. We already 
have a number of difi'ereut text- books upon every branch pursued in the 
school. The scholars often refer to ^is library. 

A nnmber of publishers have given us maps and charts, and a few addi- 
tional articles of apparatus have bet^n purchased. 

At the beginning of the year, Prof. Thompson commenced the collection 
of a cabinet of geological, miueralugical and botanical specimens. Fair 
progress has been made. The collection contains specimens of all the kinds 
of rock named in the common text hooks ou geology, a fine lot of lead ores 
from Illinois and Iowa, a set of gold and silver ores from California, Idaho 
and Colorado. 

Health. — It is now eight years since the school was commenced, and it 
has been remarkably healthy, with the exception of one term. Last winter, 
owing to the prevalence of warm, damp weather, the students suffered much 
from fevers, a few of which proved fatal. Since the first of March, the sw- 
dents have been usually well. We urge them to take daily exercise oat 
doors or in the gymnasium. About one-half attend the gymnastic classea 
We need a much larger gymnasium. If possible, we intend to build one 
next year. 

titate Aid. — The aid furniBhcd by the State to those intending to become 
teacheris, is already making this institution more professional Should the 
aid be increased to an amount sufficient to pay for the instruction, it wiD 
make the school entirely professional, and its influence upon the public 
schools will be greatly increased. 

J. A. COOPER. 
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REPORT OF NORMAL SCHOOL, FIFTH DISTRICT. 

Stats Normal School, 1 
Mansfield, Fa. J 
Hon. C. R. CoBuaN, 

State Superintendent of Common Schools : 

Dear Sir : — In compliance with a request made from the Department of 
Common Schools, the following is respectfully sabmitted : 

The past school year of this institution has been one of deep interest and 
marked progress. It has had, as iu former years, to struggle with debt and 
poverty. The success of this, its third year, as a State institution, has been 
very gratifying to its friends. It has been in good working order during 
the year, with a corps of teachers whose breadth of scholarship, and ability 
to teach, is best attested by those who have had an opportunity, and 
therefore a right to judge. The building, though large, is not sufficient 
to meet the demands upon it It is well arranged, has fine class and study 
rooms, and sufiitrieut dormitories, mu;»1o Miick-board surface, and a small 
philosophical apparatus, together with a large gymnasium, and a good ap- 
paratus 

During the past year, a suitable building was secured and fitted up for a 
model school. This new feature proved quite a success. 

The religious exercises of the Normal school were as follows : Every 
morning school opened by singing, reading the Scriptures, and repeating 
the Lord's Prayer ig concert. Evening, chapel at seven o'clock. Singing, 
reading the Scriptures and extemporaneous prayer by the teachers, in 
alternation. Bible class every Sabbath morning, the attendance upon charch 
services at some of the neighboring churches of the village, and prayer meet- 
ing in the evening. 

During the year a deep religious interest has prevailed among the pnpils, 
and we feel assured that as a result of their earnest and mutual inquiries, 
many of them will carry with them the basis of all happiness, vital piety. 

Aside from the ordinary exercises of the school, the Constitution of the 
tJnited States has been made a regular study during the year, and once a 
week the entire school has been examined upon it. 

There are connected with the school three societies, one musical and two 
literary. In these societies much interest has been manifested and much 
taste and talent displayed. To such parts of the exercises as were of a 
purely literary character, the ladies have contributed largely; besides, at 
times, participating in the discussions of resolutions. Many of the mem* 
bers of these societies are men and women, and as such have a real interest 
in whatever vitally concerns their race, and are fully capable of expressing 
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it. Many of them are returned soldiers, and feel most keenly whatever re- 
lates to the country they fought to save. An investigation and discussioD 
of all subjects of general interest, such as political, or othervriae, has been 
encourged. They have endeavored, in every known way, to save pupils 
who go out from this school from the stigma of shameful ignorance regard- 
ing matters outside the text-books. 

The first graduating class of this institution went out from us at the close 
of the year. They were fifteen in number, twelve ladies and three gentle- 
men. Only eleven of this number signed the agreement to teach two years, 
consequently only this number were entitled to receive the fifty dollars ap- 
propriated by the State. Of these graduates we justly feel proud. Eight 
are now engaged in teaching, at paying isaluries One expects to enter tht 
medical, and another the legal profession, while another is to engage in 
general business. 

The wants of this institution are many. Among those most pressing are 
more buildings, more apparatus, and larger appropriations from the State, 
that the annual expenses may be kept up without such rigid economy as 
seems to kill out the energies of those working. 

Those living in more densely populated and wealthier portions of tht 
State, know little of the struggles and privations incident upon the getting 
up of an institution like this. Why, the taxes for the maintenance of tlM 
common schools, and the repairing and building of school housiies, often re- 
quires the exercise of the full legal powers in levying them. Those who 
bt ve contributed for this institution are laboring men and women. Their 
contributions range from llfty cents to five 'hundred dollars. In several in- 
stances a subscription of ten dollars was made, and the hands that sabscribed 
it worked it out in day's labor. One colored young man subscribed fiftv 
dollars, and paid his subscription in carrying brick and mortar. 

These contributors have never looked, or even hoped for, a dividend upon 
their stock. They had broader and more exalted views when these contri- 
butions were made. They were building for posterity, knowing that the 
results of their efforts would be realized by the generations that come alter 
them. To show that this idea still obtains, the stockholders of to-day are 
ready to donate every dollar of their stock to the State, at any moment th* 
State will guarantee the successful running of the school. 

By order of the Board 

P. A. ALLEX, PHncipai 
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REPORT OP KUTZTOWN NORMAL SCHOOL. 

The following is not properly a report of a State Normal school, h\ 
brief statement of facts relative to one which was recognized by the Si 
authorities within a few months past, and which is now in snccessfnl op< 
tion: 

The official recognition of this institation as the State Normal school 
the Third Normal district of the Commonwealth, comprising the conn 
of Berks, Schnylkill and Lehigh, took place on the 13th day of Septemi 
1866 

There were three principal causes that led to its establishment : The 
fluence of the county superintendency, the necessity of having prop( 
qualified teachers in oar common schools, and the liberality of the pe( 
in whose midst it is located. 

It is admitted by all thoughtfal men, that Almighty GK)d, in the distri 
tion of His favors, has endowed the counties of Eastern Pennsylvania 
many of which the German element is so prominent, with a fair proporl 
of talent, and with a degree of mental capacity such as would, if fully 
veioped, place them on an intellectual level with the most advanced secti 
of the State. Circumstances, hitherto beyond control, prevented 8om( 
them from reaching that mental elevation for which they are naturally qn 
fied, and of which they are pre-eminently worthy. To excite in thei 
feeling of self-respeqjb, and a full consciousness of the genius and spirit 
excellency that lay dormant and unexercised, as well as to create in the 
profound conviction of their duty to educate themselves so as to meet 
requirements of the age, and do the part assigned to them in the .hist 
of the State ; this was the main work, as Superintendent of Berks coui 
during the past six years, we, in our own imperfect state and limited sph< 
tried to accomplish. We feel profoundly grateful to Almighty God tl 
now, in the fullness of time, there has been established a school, in wl 
every opportunity will be afforded them, on a scale commensurate with tl 
wants and peculiarities, and under the provisions of the State, to best 
mpon their sons and daughters that education they are so well fitted to 
ceive and adorn. 

This feeling of self-respect once excited, there was no difficulty in 
way of impressing upon the minds of our people the conviction that our C( 
man schools should be placed under the care of efficient and well-trai 
teachers. 

To the generous and enterprising citizens of Eutztown and Maxatav 
township, Berks county, Pennsylvania, belongs the honor of having i 
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Tided the material meaDS which were required to purchase grounds and 
erect the necessary buildings. 

The immediate occasion of the establishment of the Keystone Normal 
school, was the gathering, during the summer of 1865, by the present Sa- 
perintendent of Berks county, of a number of teachers for the purpose of normal 
instruction. They were convened in Maxatawny seminary, which was then 
under the care of Prof. Nicks. The success of this movement inspired in 
the people of this section of the county a determination to erect buildings 
such as the school law required, and establish a regular Normal school for 
the^ Third Normal district. On the 17th of September, 1865, the comer 
stone of the present institution was laid, with appropriate ceremonies, bj 
Rev. John S. Ermentrout, assisted by Professors Raub and Transean; on 
the 13th of September, 1866, it was officially recognized, and on the 13th 
of the same month, it was dedicated to the purposes for which it was 
erected. 

The Normal building is beautifully located, upon high ground, in Maxa- 
tawny township, Berks county, near the borough of Kutztown, surrounded 
with laud to the extent of ten acres, and distant, midway between Allen- 
town and Reading, about two miles from Lyon's Station, on the East Penn- 
sylvania railroad. Its general out-line is simple but imposing ; a ceftitre 
crowned with a tower and flanked with wings, presenting a front of two 
hundred and forty feet, with a proportionate depth ; the whole convenientlj 
arranged, well ventilated, excellently adapted to promote the health and 
oomfort of its inmates, and with boarding accommodations for three hundred, 
and school accommodations for four hundred students. 

The whole cost of the buildings, grounds, furniture, &c., is about $50,000; 
the whole debt now pressing upon us is about $25,000. 

AS the school has been in operation as a State Normal school but OM 
month, it will not be expected that we shall enter into any detailed state- 
ments touching its income, the number of students, and other points whicb 
eannot be brought forward before the school year shall have terminated. 

JOHN S. ERMENTROUT, 
Principal 
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THE COURSE OF STUDY ADOPTED FOR THE NORMAL SCHOOLS. 

ELEMENTABT OOURSB. 

A. thorough knowledge of the hraDches taught in common schools, as required by law, 
indudlDg higher arithmetic and highdr grammar ; also, 

Fhtsioal Gkografht, as much as found in Warren's, and Mathematical, as much as 
foand in Smiih. « 

Ettmolggt.— -Prefixes and suffixes, as found in ordinary text-books ; scientific terms of 
the studies of the course ; Grim's laws. Max Muller's principles, and French's study of 
words. 

GsoiiETRT. — Plane and solid geometry, including the measurement of the surfiice, th« 
Tolume, the prism, the pyramid, the cylinder, the cone, and the sphere. 

Aloebea — As found in elementary text-books. 

Book Ksbpimo.— Single entry, as found in ordinary text-books, with a knowledge of 
the use of checks, notes, drafts, &c. 

Pbtsioloqt. — As found in the larger common school text-books. 

Natural I'iiilosopuy.— A.s found In the ordinary text-books, with use of apparatus. 

BoTAMY or Geology. — As foiirul in ordinary text-booka. 

Bistort United States aud Coxstitutior. — As in ordinary text-books. 

Rhetoric. — As in ordinary text-books. 

Fbnmakhuip. — To be able to teach and explain some approved system. 

DftAwixo.— Two books of Bartholomew's drawing books, and sketch upon the black- 
board, objects from nature and art. 

YooAL Music. — Principles as found in ordinary text-books and attendance upon daily 
•zorcises for at least one-third of a year. 

The Theory or Txacbino embraces three things, namely t 

Itt. A knowledge of the mental and moral powers, and the methods of training them* 

Id. A knowledge of the methods of teaching the different branches of study. 

td. A knowledge of the methods of organizing and managing public schools. 

TlBB Praotici Of Teachimo, includes forty-five Binutes daily practice in the model 
•chool, and two meetings each week for the discussion of the practice of teaching. 

The Theory op Teaching must bt commenced the second half of the junior year, and 
continued during the entire course. 

SCIENTIFIC COURSE. 

Flaub AMD Spherical Trigohometry axd Surveyimq. 

Higher Algebra. — As found in ordinary text-books. 

Aealytioal Geohetry and Calculus. 

Cbemistey. — As found in ordinary text-books. 

Navural Philosophy. — As much as in Olmsted, revised by Snell. 

Zoology. — As found in Agassiz and Gould. 

General History. — As found in Weber or Wilson. 

Enoush LrrEBATURE.— As found in Shaw. 

AsTEOMOiiY. — As found in Loomis. 

Logic. — For one-third of a school year. 

Mbetal Ajn> Moral Philosophy.— As found in onUnary text-books. 
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MISCSLLAITEOUS PROTltlONS. 

Thesis. — In each course a tbesla must be written upon some educational subject. 

SuBSTiTDTioNS.— Lady pupils may be pennitted to substitute for spherical trigonometry, 
analytical geometry, calculus and the mathematical parts of Natural philosophy and as- 
troRomy, an equivalent amount of Latin, French or German. 

School Ykar. — Shall consist of forty-two weeks. 

At Examination, a paper stating that the candidates have completed the comne of 
study for Normal schools, hare taught the required time in the model school, and hsTt 
been examined and approved by the faculty, shall be presented to the board of examiners. 

RECOMMENDATION. — The pupils of 'the Normal schools be recommended to study tiM 
Latin, French, and ospedally the Grerraau language, as far as practicable. 
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COUNTY SUPERTNTBXDENTS. 



List of County Superintendents now in Commission. 
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